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Hillel Academy renamed 
High school also 
named after Bader 
By JEFF RUMAGE 

jeff.rumage@jrn.com 

Whitefish Bay — Hillel A- 
cademy and Hillel High School 
will be renamed next year in 
honor of Alfred Bader, a world- 

renowned chemist, art collec- 
tor, philanthropist and teacher. 

The new school names and 
logos were unveiled Monday, 
April 4, durmg a community 
concert at the Marcus Center 
for the Performing Arts. Hillel 
Academy is located at 6401 E. 
Santa Monica Ave. in White- 
fish Bay, and Hillel High 

School opened in 2013 at 3109 
N. Lake Drive in Milwaukee. 

Bader co-founded Aldrich, 
which grew to be the world’s 
largest supplier of research and 
biochemicals. He also co- 
founded Hillel Academy in 
1960, and he has continued his 

financial support for the school 
over the last 50 years. 

“When I go to heaven and 
I’m asked about my life, the ac- 

complishments I will be 
proudest of will be Hillel Acad- 
emy, Hillel High School and 

what I’ve been able to do to 
help support education — 
both here and around the 
world,” Bader said in a state- 

ment. “I owe everything I have 

in this life to the people who 
opened doors for me through 
the power of education. I am 
proud that Hillel continues to 
open its doors for the entire 
Jewish community.” 

Bader Hillel Academy Prin- 
cipal Devorah Shmotkin 
thanked Bader for his role in 
providing access to Jewish edu- 
cation in Milwaukee. 

“His relationship with our 
schools began as a co-founder, 

and he has been an ongoing 
supporter, as well as an alumni 
parent and _ grandparent,” 
Shmotkin said. “He is a power- 
ful example to all of our stu- 
dents and families of the Jewish 

value of Tzedekah: charity.” 

Submitted photo 

Alfred Bader (seated) is pictured with his son, David, and Hillel 
High School student Tova Noll during an April 4 ceremony in 
which Hillel Academy and Hillel High School weré renamed 
Bader Hillel Academy and Bader Hillel High. 
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tor, philanthropist and teacher. 
The new school names and 
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concert at the Marcus Center 
for the Performing Arts. Hillel 
Academy is located at 6401 E. 
Santa Monica Ave. in White- 
fish Bay, and Hillel High 

Hillel Academy renamed 
School opened in 2013 at 3109 
N. Lake Drive in Milwaukee. 

Bader co-founded Aldrich, 

which grew to be the world’s 
largest supplier of research and 
biochemicals. He also co- 
founded Hillel Academy in 
1960, and he has continued his 

financial support for the school 
over the last 50 years. 

“When I go to heaven and 
I’m asked about my life, the ac- 

complishments I will be 
proudest of will be Hillel Acad- 
emy, Hillel High School and 
what I’ve been able to do to 
help support education — 
both here and around the 
world,” Bader said in a state- 

ment. “I owe everything I have 

in this life to the people who 
opened doors for me through 
the power of education. I am 
proud that Hillel continues to 
open its doors for the entire 
Jewish community.” 

Bader Hillel Academy Prin- 
cipal Devorah | Shmotkin 
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“His relationship with our 
schools began as a co-founder, 

and he has been an ongoing 
supporter, as well as an alumni 
parent and _ grandparent,” 
Shmotkin said. “He is a power- 
ful example to all of our stu- 
dents and families of the Jewish 

value of Tzedekah: charity.” 
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Glendale — Feeling power- 
less over the growing number 
of group homes in their neigh- 
borhood, Glendale residents 
are asking state and federal leg- 
islators for help. home when a man with de- 

population, whichever was 
greater. The city was also al- 
lowed to require 2,500 feet of 

space between such homes. 
That state statute was deemed 
discriminatory in a 1998 federal 
court decision. 

Glendale officials and resi- 
dents aren’t notified when an 
adult family home opens in 
their city. Wiese, for example, 
first learned that his neighbor’s 
house turned into a group 

“| have lived 

here for 28 

years, and for 
the first time in 

my life, | feel like 

| should move.” 
Ann Marie Brown 

Glendale resident 

street from him caught fire. 
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Hillel Academy, Hillel High 
to honor philanthropist 
By BILL GLAUBER 
bglauber@journalsentinel.com 

Alfred Bader, 91, wants to make one thing 
perfectly clear: He is not retired. 

The chemist, philanthropist and art col- 
lector and dealer is still on the hunt in search 
of the big catches, old master paintings. 

Yet Bader, who co-founded Aldrich Chem- 
ical Co. in 1951 in Milwaukee, long ago 
reached that stage where others honored 
him for a career of accomplishment. He has 
received 12 honorary degrees and more than 
two dozen top prizes. 
On Monday, Bader will be given an honor 

that is intensely personal when Hillel Acade- 
my and Hillel High School announce the 

Bader lends his name to school 
schools will be renamed after him. It’s the 
first time that Bader has lent his name to an 
institution in Milwaukee. 

The new school names of Bader Hillel A- 
cademy and Bader Hillel High, to be used be- 
ginning with the next academic year, will be 
unveiled during a community concert at Vo- 
gel Hall at the Marcus Center for the Per- 
forming Arts. 

The schools are operated by the Chabad- 
Lubavitch of Wisconsin, a Jewish group. 
The schools are not restricted to Lubavitch 
children. 

Bader was among those who helped found 
Hillel] Academy in 1960. Bader’s two sons at- 
tended the school. In more recent years, the 
school struggled until it was taken over by 
the Lubavitch group, which has been sup- 

Please see BADER; 20A 

Alfred Bader, 91, seen with his wife, Isabel, 
helped found Hillel Academy in 1960. 
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Two wounded in downtown shooting 

Authorities are investigating an overnight shooting in 
downtown Milwaukee that injured two men. 

Gunfire erupted during an argument between two 
groups of men about 2:15 a.m. in the 400 block of E. Mason 
St., Milwaukee police said Saturday. 

One of the suspected shooters was arrested at the scene 
and his gun recovered, according to a police news release. 
Two other men, both 36, were wounded and taken toa 

hospital for treatment of injuries that are not believed to 
be life-threatening, police said. 

It was not immediately clear if either wounded man 
was the other suspected shooter, according to police. 

Police said their investigation is ongoing. 
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From page 1 

BADER 

Hillel Academy, Hillel 
High to be renamed 
ported by Bader. 

“Tve been badgering him 
to allow us to name the school 
the Bader Hillel Academy for 
years,” said Lubavitch exec- 
utive vice president Rabbi 
Mendel Shmotkin said. “He’s 
a very close friend. He is a 

major supporter of Luba- 
vitch of Wisconsin. And he 
has said, ‘I don’t believe in 
naming things, never wanted 
to.’ And finally, after literally 
years of badgering, he ac- 
quiesced.” 

With a shrug, Bader ex- 
plained why he long side- 
stepped such a move, using a 
Yiddish phrase about not 
chasing after an honor. 

“Tf the school feels it would 
be good for the school, I guess 
I don’t mind, provided Isabel 
doesn’t mind,” Bader said 

| during an interview. 

“Isabel is the world’s best 
wife,” he added. 
Although he suffered a 

stroke in 2010, Bader remains 
deeply involved in his phil- 
anthropic work. Bader and 

|| his wife have given tens of 

millions of dollars and three 
prized Rembrandt paintings 
to his alma mater, Queen’s 
University in Canada. 

“There are only six Rem- 

brandts in Canada,” Bader 
| said. “And Queen’s has three. 

hey also have the best. The 
i | school was very good to me 

= | whenIcame out of the intern- 
ment camp.” 

Bader said his art collec- 

tion will eventually go to the 
school. 

Bader’s life story is a re- 
markable journey from pre- 
World War II Vienna, where 
he was born, to Great Bri- 
tain, Canada and finally, the 
United States. 

Bader was just 2 weeks old 
when his father, who was 
Jewish, died. His mother was 
the daughter of a Catholic- 
Hungarian count. His fa- 
ther’s sister adopted him and 
raised him as a Jew. She later 
died in a _ concentration 
camp. 

Bader was part of what be- 
came known as the Kinder- 
transport. Just.14, with a 
small suitcase, a: five-pound 
British note and his stamp 
collection, he left Vienna. He 
was among 10,000 mainly 
Jewish youths allowed into 
Britain after the Nazis’ 1938 
Kristallnacht attack of Jew- 
ish-owned businesses, build- 
ings and synagogues across 

Germany. 
In 1940, Bader and other 

German-speaking refugees 
were rounded up by the Brit- 
ish as enemy aliens. He was 
sent to an internment camp 
in Canada, where he stayed 
for 1 % years. 

“T didn’t know it at the time 
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but it was a useful time. I got 
a very good education. No 
girls to distract me,” he said 
of his life in the camp. 

Bright and well-read, Bad- 
er was ready for college. 

“McGill (University) 
wouldn’t accept me. They 
had a Jewish quota,” he said. 
The University of Toronto 
was doing sensitive research 
and didn’t want enemy 
aliens, Bader recalled, add- 
ing: “That’s foolish; ’'m not 
an enemy alien.” 

Queen’s University in On- 
tario accepted him, creating 
a lifelong bond. He studied 
chemistry and history there, 
and later went to Harvard 
University, where he earned 
a PhD in organic chemistry. 

As a young research chem- 
ist at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, 
he was given an assignment 
in research in Milwaukee. 
With a partner, he created Al- 
drich Chemical Co., a manu- 
facturer of fine chemicals. 
The firm later merged to be- 
come Sigma-Aldrich Corp. 
Bader, who was the firm’s 

chairman emeritus, left the 
board in 1992. 

Bader said he enjoyed run- 
ning a large company. 

“Because it was chemistry 
and I’m a chemist,” he said. 
“And I knew a great many 
chemists around the world. 
Isabel and I traveled all over 
Europe, visiting chemists 
and asking for ideas.” 

Bader said his strength as 
a businessman was “paying 
attention to detail.” 

Isabel Bader said her hus- 

band is “passionately inter- 
ested in what he’s interested 
in,” art, chemistry and phi- 
lanthropy. 

Bader’s largess will reach 
future generations through 
Bader Philanthropies Inc., 
which last year brought to- 
gether the philanthropic in- 
terests of Bader and his wife, 
with those of his first wife, 
the late Helen Bader. The 
foundation is led by Bader’s 
son, Daniel. 

But it’s clear that art, 
which first captured Bader’s 

eye when he was 10, contin- 
ues to be a driving force in 
his life. He still pores over 
auction catalogs. 
“Why did he like it? Why 

did some kids like this, that 
and the other? It just is,” said 
Isabel Bader. 

“There were paintings all 
around the house” where 
Bader grew up in Vienna, she 
said. “He liked looking in the 
shop windows in Vienna, and 
they were filled with paint- 
ings. And he knew which 
paintings he liked.” 

Bader collects Dutch 17th- 
century paintings, with some 
Italian and Flemish works. 
“When I started buying 

paintings, they were very in- 
expensive,” Bader said. 

Asked if stamp collecting 
prepared him for art collect- 
ing, he said with a smile, 
“Well, paintings are so much 
more interesting than 
stamps.” 
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Damage inflicted by Islamic State militants is seen in the ancient city of 

Ancient Syrian @ 
Islamic State damages 
Roman-era ruins 

By ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 

Palmyra, Syria — Explo- 
sions rocked the ancient town 
of Palmyra on Friday and on 
the horizon, black smoke 
wafted behind its majestic Ro- 
man ruins, as Syrian army ex- 
perts carefully detonated hun- 
dreds of mines they say were 
planted by Islamic State mili- 
tants before they fled the 
town. 

An Associated Press crew 
visiting the town Friday wit- 
nessed firsthand the destruc- 
tion inflicted by the extremist 
group on the town’s famed ar- 
chaeological site, less than a 
mile away from the modern- 
day town of the same name, 
now deserted. 

While some parts of the site, 
including the Roman-era 
grand colonnades and amphi- 
theater, appeared relatively 
untouched, the damage was 
very much visible elsewhere. 

The remarkable Arch of 

Triumph, built under the Ro- 
man emperor Septimius Seve- 
rus between A.D. 193 and A.D. 
211, has been reduced to a pile 
of stones, blown up by Islamic 
State extremists who video-re- 
corded the destruction for the 
world to see. The monumental 
arch once sat atop the famed 
colonnaded streets of the an- 
cient town. 

The Temple of Baalshamin 
and parts of the Temple of Bel, 
one of the best-preserved Ro- 
man-era sites, are also de- 
stroyed. 

Apart from the Roman ru- 
insthemselves, heavy damage 
could be seen on parts of the 
walls of Palmyra’s towering 
Mamluk-era citadel, built dur- 
ingthe Islamic conquest inthe 
13th century. On top of the 
scarred citadel, a Syrian flag 
flies in the wind. 

Palmyra is about 155 miles 
east of Damascus, the Syrian 
capital. Government troops, 
backed by allied militiamen 
and Russian airstrikes, re- 
took the town last Sunday 
from Islamic State militants 
who had controlled Palmyra 
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very morning before work I 
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with the slogan, "It's not your fault 
youre fat." I'd talk back to the TV 
and say, "Yes, it is!" I’d failed at too 
many diets—Atkins, Weight 

Watchers, pre-packaged foods, you 
name it; Sure, I’d lose a little, but 
I'd go back to my old habits and 
gain it all back. Of course it was 
my fault! 

I can't say what sparked me, but 
one day I decided to at least go for 
the free consultation and hear what 
this doctor had to say. 
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Hillel Academy, Hillel 

High to be renamed 
ported by Bader. 

“T’ve been badgering him 
to allow us toname the school 
the Bader Hillel Academy for 
years,” said Lubavitch exec- 
utive vice president Rabbi 
Mendel Shmotkin said. “He’s 
a very close friend. He is a 
major supporter of Luba- 
vitch of Wisconsin. And he 
has said, ‘I don’t believe in 
naming things, never wanted 
to.’ And finally, after literally 
years of badgering, he ac- 
quiesced.” 

With a shrug, Bader ex- 
plained why he long side- 
stepped such a move, using a 
Yiddish phrase about not 
chasing after an honor. 

“Tf the school feels it would 
be good for the school, I guess 
I don’t mind, provided Isabel 
doesn’t mind,” Bader said 
during an interview. 

“Isabel is the world’s best 
wife,” he added. 
Although he suffered a 

stroke in 2010, Bader remains 
deeply involved in his phil- 
anthropic work. Bader and 
his wife have given tens of 
millions of dollars and three 
prized Rembrandt paintings 
to his alma mater, Queen’s 
University in Canada. 

“There are only six Rem- 
brandts in Canada,” Bader 
said. “And Queen’s has three. 
They also have the best. The 
school was very good to me 
when I came out of the intern- 
ment camp.” 

Bader said his art collec- 
tion will eventually go to the 
school. 

Bader’s life story is a re- 
markable journey from pre- 
World War II Vienna, where 
he was born, to Great Bri- 
tain, Canada and finally, the 
United States. 

Bader was just 2 weeks old 
when his father, who was 
Jewish, died. His mother was 
the daughter of a Catholic- 
Hungarian count. His fa- 
ther’s sister adopted him and 
raised him as a Jew. She later 
died in a _ concentration 
camp. 

Bader was part of what be- 
came known as the Kinder- 

transport. Just 14; with a 
small suitcase, a five-pound 
British note and his stamp 
collection, he left Vienna. He 
was among 10,000 mainly 

Jewish youths allowed into 
Britain after the Nazis’ 1938 
Kristallnacht attack of Jew- 
ish-owned businesses, build- 
ings and synagogues across 
Germany. 

In 1940, Bader and other 
German-speaking refugees 
were rounded up by the Brit- 
ish as enemy aliens. He was 

sent to an internment camp 
in Canada, where he stayed 
for 1% years. 

“T didn’t know it at the time 
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but it was a useful time. I got 
a very good education. No 
girls to distract me,” he said 
of his life in the camp. 

Bright and well-read, Bad- 
er was ready for college. 

“McGill (University) 
wouldn’t accept me. They 
had a Jewish quota,” he said. 
The University of Toronto 
was doing sensitive research 
and didn’t want enemy 
aliens, Bader recalled, add- 
ing: “That’s foolish; I’m not 
an enemy alien.” 

Queen’s University in On- 
tario accepted him, creating 
a lifelong bond. He studied 
chemistry and history there, 
and later went to Harvard 
University, where he earned 
a PhD in organic chemistry. 

As a young research chem- 
ist at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, 
he was given an assignment 
in research in Milwaukee. 
With a partner, he created Al- 
drich Chemical Co., a manu- 
facturer of fine chemicals. 
The firm later merged to be- 
come Sigma-Aldrich Corp. 
Bader, who was the firm’s 
chairman emeritus, left the 
board in 1992. 

Bader said he enjoyed run- 
ning a large company. 

“Because it was chemistry 
and I’m a chemist,” he said. 
“And I knew a great many 
chemists around the world. 
Isabel and I traveled all over 
Europe, visiting chemists 
and asking for ideas.” 

Bader said his strength as 
a businessman was “paying 
attention to detail.” 

Isabel Bader said her hus- 
band is “passionately inter- 
ested in what he’s interested 
in,” art, chemistry and phi- 
lanthropy. 

Bader’s largess will reach 
future generations through 
Bader Philanthropies Inc., 
which last year brought to- 
gether the philanthropic in- 
terests of Bader and his wife, 
with those of his first wife, 
the late Helen Bader. The 
foundation is led by Bader’s 
son, Daniel. 

But it’s clear that art, 
which first captured Bader’s 
eye when he was 10, contin- 
ues to be a driving force in 
his life. He still pores over 
auction catalogs. 
“Why did he like it? Why 

did some kids like this, that 
and the other? It just is,” said 
Isabel Bader. 

“There were paintings all 
around the house” where 
Bader grew up in Vienna, she 
said. “He liked looking in the 
shop windows in Vienna, and 
they were filled with paint- 
ings. And he knew which 
paintings he liked.” 

Bader collects Dutch 17th- 
century paintings, with some 
Italian and Flemish works. 
“When I started buying 

paintings, they were very in- 
expensive,” Bader said. 

Asked if stamp collecting 
prepared him for art collect- 
ing, he said with a smile, 
“Well, paintings are so much 
more interesting than 
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Damage inflicted by Islamic State militants is seen in the ancient city a 

Ancient Syrian ¢ 
Islamic State damages 
Roman-era ruins 

By ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 

Palmyra, Syria — Explo- 
sions rocked the ancient town 
of Palmyra on Friday and on 
the horizon, black smoke 

wafted behind its majestic Ro- 
man ruins, as Syrian army ex- 
perts carefully detonated hun- 
dreds of mines they say were 
planted by Islamic State mili- 
tants before they fled the 
town. 

An Associated Press crew 
visiting the town Friday wit- 
nessed firsthand the destruc- 
tion inflicted by the extremist 
group on the town’s famed ar- 
chaeological site, less than a 
mile away from the modern- 
day town of the same name, 
now deserted. 

While some parts of the site, 
including the Roman-era 
grand colonnades and amphi- 
theater, appeared relatively 
untouched, the damage was 
very much visible elsewhere. 

The remarkable Arch of 

Triumph, built under the Ro- , 
man emperor Septimius Seve- 
rus between A.D. 193 and A.D. 
211, has been reduced to a pile 
of stones, blown up by Islamic 
State extremists who video-re- 
corded the destruction for the 
world to see. The monumental 
arch once sat atop the famed 
colonnaded streets of the an- 

cient town. 
The Temple of Baalshamin 

and parts of the Temple of Bel, 
one of the best-preserved Ro- 
man-era sites, are also de- 
stroyed. 

Apart from the Roman ru- 
ins themselves, heavy damage 
could be seen on parts of the 
walls of Palmyra’s towering 
Mamluk-era citadel, built dur- 
ing the Islamic conquest inthe 
18th century. On top of the 
scarred citadel, a Syrian flag 
flies in the wind. 

Palmyra is about 155 miles 
east of Damascus, the Syrian 
capital. Government troops, 
backed by allied militiamen 
and Russian airstrikes, re- 
took the town last Sunday 
from Islamic State militants 
who had controlled Palmyra 
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Bader lends his name to school 
Hillel Academy, Hillel High 
to honor philanthropist 
By BILL GLAUBER 

bglauber@journalsentinel.com 

Alfred Bader, 91, wants to make one thing 
perfectly clear: He is not retired. 

The chemist, philanthropist and art col- 
lector and dealer is still on the hunt in search 
of the big catches, old master paintings. 

Yet Bader, who co-founded Aldrich Chem- 
ical Co. in 1951 in Milwaukee, long ago 
reached that stage where others honored 
him for a career of accomplishment. He has 
received 12 honorary degrees and more than 
two dozen top prizes. 

On Monday, Bader will be given an honor 
that is intensely personal when Hillel Acade- 
my and Hillel High School announce the 

schools will be renamed after him. It’s the 
first time that Bader has lent his name to an 
institution in Milwaukee. 

The new school names of Bader Hillel A- 
cademy and Bader Hillel High, to be used be- 
ginning with the next academic year, will be 
unveiled during a community concert at Vo- 
gel Hall at the Marcus Center for the Per- 
forming Arts. 

The schools are operated by the Chabad- 
Lubavitch of Wisconsin, a Jewish group. 
The schools are not restricted to Lubavitch 
children. 

Bader was among those who helped found 
Hillel Academy in 1960. Bader’s two sons at- 
tended the school. In more recent years, the 
school struggled until it was taken over by 
the Lubavitch group, which has been sup- 

Please see BADER, 20A 

Alfred Bader, 91, seen with his wife, Isabel, 
helped found Hillel Academy in 1960. 
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Authorities are investigating an overnight shooting in 
downtown Milwaukee that injured two men. analysis and 

Gunfire erupted during an argument between two jsonline.com 
groups of men about 2:15 a.m. in the 400 block of E. Mason searching th 
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One of the suspected shooters was arrested at the scene 

and his gun recovered, according to a police news release. 
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Bader lends his name to school 
Hillel Academy, Hillel High 
to honor philanthropist 
By BILL GLAUBER 

bglauber@journalsentinel.com 

Alfred Bader, 91, wants to make one thing 
perfectly clear: He is not retired. 

The chemist, philanthropist and art col- 
lector and dealer is still on the hunt in search 
of the big catches, old master paintings. 

Yet Bader, who co-founded Aldrich Chem- 
ical Co. in 1951 in Milwaukee, long ago 
reached that stage where others honored 
him for a career of accomplishment. He has 
received 12 honorary degrees and more than 
two dozen top prizes. 

On Monday, Bader will be given an honor 
that is intensely personal when Hillel Acade- 
my and Hillel High School announce the 

schools will be renamed after him. It’s the 
first time that Bader has lent his name to an 
institution in Milwaukee. 

The new school names of Bader Hillel A- 
cademy and Bader Hillel High, to be used be- 

ginning with the next academic year, will be 
unveiled during a community concert at Vo- 
gel Hall at the Marcus Center for the Per- 
forming Arts. 

The schools are operated by the Chabad- 
Lubavitch of Wisconsin, a Jewish group. 
The schools are not restricted to Lubavitch 
children. 

Bader was among those who helped found 
Hillel Academy in 1960. Bader’s two sons at- 
tended the school. In more recent years, the 
school struggled until it was taken over by 
the Lubavitch group, which has been sup- 

Please see BADER, 20A 

i | 

HANDOUT 

Alfred Bader, 91, seen with his wife, Isabel, 
helped found Hillel Academy in 1960. 
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Two wounded in downtown shooting 

Authorities are investigating an overnight shooting in 
downtown Milwaukee that injured two men. 

Gunfire erupted during an argument between two 
groups of men about 2:15 a.m. in the 400 block of E. Mason 
St., Milwaukee police said Saturday. 

One of the suspected shooters was arrested at the scene 
and his gun recovered, according to a police news release. 
Two other men, both 36, were wounded.and taken toa 

hospital for treatment of injuries that are not believed to 
be life-threatening, police said. 

It was not immediately clear if either wounded man 
was the other suspected shooter, according to police. 

Police said their investigation is ongoing. 
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BADER 

Hillel Academy, Hillel 
High to be renamed 
ported by Bader. 

“Tve been badgering him 
to allow us to name the school 
the Bader Hillel Academy for 
years,” said Lubavitch exec- 
utive vice president Rabbi 
Mendel Shmotkin said. “He’s 
a very close friend. He is a 
major supporter of Luba- 
vitch of Wisconsin. And he 
has said, ‘I don’t believe in 
naming things, never wanted 
to.’ And finally, after literally 
years of badgering, he ac- 
quiesced.” 

With a shrug, Bader ex- 
plained why he long side- 
stepped such a move, using a 
Yiddish phrase about not 
chasing after an honor. 

“Tf the school feels it would 
be good for the school, I guess 
I don’t mind, provided Isabel 
doesn’t mind,” Bader said 
during an interview. 

“Isabel is the world’s best 
wife,” he added. 

Although he suffered a 
stroke in 2010, Bader remains 
deeply involved in his phil- 

| anthropic work. Bader and 

his wife have given tens of 
millions of dollars and three 
prized Rembrandt paintings 
to his alma mater, Queen’s 
University in Canada. 

“There are only six Rem- 
brandts in Canada,” Bader 
said. “And Queen’s has three. 
They also have the best. The 
school was very good to me 
when I came out of the intern- 
ment camp.” 

Bader said his art collec- 
tion will eventually go to the 
school. 

Bader’s life story is a re- 
markable journey from pre- 
World War II Vienna, where 
he was born, to Great Bri- 
tain, Canada and finally, the 
United States. 

Bader was just 2 weeks old 
when his father, who was 
Jewish, died. His mother was 

| the daughter of a Catholic- 
Hungarian count. His fa- 
ther’s sister adopted him and 
raised him as a Jew. She later 
died in a_ concentration 

camp. 
Bader was part of what be- 

came known as the Kinder- 
transport. Just 14,. with a 
small suitcase, a five-pound 
British note and his stamp 
collection, he left Vienna. He 
was among 10,000 mainly 
Jewish youths allowed into 
Britain after the Nazis’ 1938 
Kristallnacht attack of Jew- 
ish-owned businesses, build- 
ings and synagogues across 
Germany. 

In 1940, Bader and other 
German-speaking refugees 
were rounded up by the Brit- 

ish as enemy aliens. He was 

sent to an internment camp 

in Canada, where he stayed 

for 1% years. 
“J didn’t know it at the time 
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but it was a useful time. I got 
a very good education. No 
girls to distract me,” he said 
of his life in the camp. 

Bright and well-read, Bad- 
er was ready for college. 

“McGill (University) 
wouldn’t accept me. They 
had a Jewish quota,” he said. 
The University of Toronto 
was doing sensitive research 
and didn’t want enemy 
aliens, Bader recalled, add- 
ing: “That’s foolish; I’m not 
an enemy alien.” 

Queen’s University in On- 
tario accepted him, creating 
a lifelong bond. He studied 
chemistry and history there, 
and later went to Harvard 
University, where he earned 
a PhD in organic chemistry. 

As a young research chem- 
ist at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, 
he was given an assignment 
in research in Milwaukee. 
With a partner, he created Al- 
drich Chemical Co., a manu- 
facturer of fine chemicals. 
The firm later merged to be- 
come Sigma-Aldrich Corp. 
Bader, who was the firm’s 
chairman emeritus, left the 
board in 1992. 

Bader said he enjoyed run- 
ning a large company. 

“Because it was chemistry 
and I’m a chemist,” he said. 
“And I knew a great many 
chemists around the world. 
Isabel and I traveled all over 
Europe, visiting chemists 
and asking for ideas.” 

Bader said his strength as 
a businessman was “paying 
attention to detail.” 

Isabel Bader said her hus- 

band is “passionately inter- 
ested in what he’s interested 
in,” art, chemistry and phi- 
lanthropy. 

Bader’s largess will reach 
future generations through 
Bader Philanthropies Inc., 
which last year brought to- 
gether the philanthropic in- 
terests of Bader and his wife, 
with those of his first wife, 
the late Helen Bader. The 
foundation is led by Bader’s 
son, Daniel. 

But it’s clear that art, 
which first captured Bader’s 
eye when he was 10, contin- 
ues to be a driving force in 
his life. He still pores over 
auction catalogs. 
“Why did he like it? Why 

did some kids like this, that 
and the other? It just is,” said 
Isabel Bader. 

“There were paintings all 
around the house” where 
Bader grew up in Vienna, she 
said. “He liked looking in the 
shop windows in Vienna, and 
they were filled with paint- 
ings. And he knew which 
paintings he liked.” 

Bader collects Dutch 17th- 
century paintings, with some 
Italian and Flemish works. 
“When I started buying 

paintings, they were very in- 
expensive,” Bader said. 

Asked if stamp collecting 
prepared him for art collect- 
ing, he said with a smile, 
“Well, paintings are so much 
more interesting than 

J | stamps. Mi 
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Damage inflicted by Islamic State militants is seen in the ancient city ¢ 

Ancient Syrian 
Islamic State damages 
Roman-era ruins 

By ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 

Palmyra, Syria — Explo- 
sions rocked the ancient town 
of Palmyra on Friday and on 
the horizon, black smoke 
wafted behind its majestic Ro- 
man ruins, as Syrian army ex- 
perts carefully detonated hun- 
dreds of mines they say were 
planted by Islamic State mili- 
tants before they fled the 
town. 

An Associated Press crew 
visiting the town Friday wit- 
nessed firsthand the destruc- 
tion inflicted by the extremist 
group on the town’s famed ar- 
chaeological site, less than a 
mile away from the modern- 
day town of the same name, 
now deserted. 

While some parts of the site, 
including the Roman-era 
grand colonnades and amphi- 
theater, appeared relatively 
untouched, the damage was 
very much visible elsewhere. 

The remarkable Arch of 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Triumph, built under the Ro- 
man emperor Septimius Seve- 
rus between A.D. 193 and A.D. 
211, has been reduced to a pile 
of stones, blown up by Islamic 
State extremists who video-re- 
corded the destruction for the 
world to see. The monumental 
arch once sat atop the famed 
colonnaded streets of the an- 
cient town. 

The Temple of Baalshamin 
and parts of the Temple of Bel, 
one of the best-preserved Ro- 
man-era sites, are also de- 
stroyed. 

Apart from the Roman ru- 
ins themselves, heavy damage 
could be seen on parts of the 
walls of Palmyra’s towering 
Mamluk-era citadel, built dur- 
ingthe Islamic conquest inthe 
18th century. On top of the 
scarred citadel, a Syrian flag 
flies in the wind. 

Palmyra is about 155 miles 
east of Damascus, the Syrian 
capital. Government troops, 
backed by allied militiamen 
and Russian airstrikes, re- 
took the town last Sunday 
from Islamic State militants 
who had controlled Palmyra 

rrom FAT a 
very morning before work I | 
would hear a TV commercial 

with the slogan, "It's not your fault 
you're fat." I'd talk back to the TV 
and say, "Yes, it is!" I’d failed at too 
many diets—Atkins, Weight 
Watchers, pre-packaged foods, you 
name it. Sure, I’d lose a little, but 
I’d go back to my old habits and 
gain it all back. Of course it was 
my fault! 

I can't say what sparked me, but 
one day I decided to at least go for 
the free consultation and hear what 
this doctor had to say, 

Fat and Sick 
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Bader lends his name to school 
Hillel Academy, Hillel High 
to honor philanthropist 
By BILL GLAUBER 

bglauber@journalsentinel.com 

Alfred Bader, 91, wants to make one thing 
perfectly clear: He is not retired. 

The chemist, philanthropist and art col- 
lector and dealer is still on the hunt in search 
of the big catches, old master paintings. 

Yet Bader, who co-founded Aldrich Chem- 
ical Co. in 1951 in Milwaukee, long ago 
reached that stage where others honored 
him for a career of accomplishment. He has 
received 12 honorary degrees and more than 
two dozen top prizes. 
On Monday, Bader will be given an honor 

that is intensely personal when Hillel Acade- 
my and Hillel High School announce the 

schools will be renamed after him. It’s the 
first time that Bader has lent his name to an 
institution in Milwaukee. 

The new school names of Bader Hillel A- 
cademy and Bader Hillel High, to be used be- 
ginning with the next academic year, will be 
unveiled during a community concert at Vo- 
gel Hall at the Marcus Center for the Per- 
forming Arts. 

The schools are operated by the Chabad- 
Lubavitch of Wisconsin, a Jewish group. 
The schools are not restricted to Lubavitch 
children. 

Bader was among those who helped found 
Hillel Academy in 1960. Bader’s two sons at- 
tended the school. In more recent years, the 
school struggled until it was taken over by 
the Lubavitch group, which has been sup- 

Please see BADER, 20A 
Alfred Bader, 91, seen with his wife, Isabel, 

helped found Hillel Academy in 1960. 
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Two wounded in downtown shooting 

Authorities are investigating an overnight shooting in 
downtown Milwaukee that injured two men. 

Gunfire erupted during an argument between two 
groups of men about 2:15 a.m. in the 400 block of E. Mason 
St., Milwaukee police said Saturday. 
One of the suspected shooters was arrested at the scene 

and his gun recovered, according to a police news release. 
[ FATR PAR 7 n Two other men, both 36, were wounded and taken toa 

oe © eo R |] 6a 4 hospital for treatment of injuries that are not believed to 
be life-threatening, police said. 

T) . It was not immediately clear if either wounded man 
RI 12- QpmM was the other suspected shooter, according to police. 

Police said their investigation is ongoing. 
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Hillel Academy, Hillel 

ported by Bader. 
“I’ve been badgering him 

to allow us to name the school 
the Bader Hillel Academy for 
years,” said Lubavitch exec- 
utive vice president Rabbi 
Mendel Shmotkin said. “He’s 
a very close friend. He is a 
major supporter of Luba- 
vitch of Wisconsin. And he 
has said, ‘I don’t believe in 
naming things, never wanted 
to.’ And finally, after literally 
years of badgering, he ac- 
guiesced.” 

With a shrug, Bader ex- 
plained why he long side- 
stepped such a move, using a 
Yiddish phrase about not 
chasing after an honor. 

“Tf the school feels it would 
be good for the school, I guess 
I don’t mind, provided Isabel 
doesn’t mind,” Bader said 
during an interview. 

“Isabel is the world’s best 
wife,” he added. 
Although he suffered a 

stroke in 2010, Bader remains 
deeply involved in his phil- 
anthropic work. Bader and 
his wife have given tens of 
millions of dollars and three 
prized Rembrandt paintings 
to his alma mater, Queen’s 
University in Canada. 

“There are only six Rem- 
| brandts in Canada,” Bader 

said. “And Queen’s has three. 
They also have the best. The 
school was very good to me 
when I came out of the intern- 

ment camp.” 
Bader said his art collec- 

tion will eventually go to the 
school. 

Bader’s life story is a re- 
markable journey from pre- 
World War II Vienna, where 
he was born, to Great Bri- 
tain, Canada and finally, the 
United States. 

Bader was just 2 weeks old 
when his father, who was 
Jewish, died. His mother was 
the daughter of a Catholic- 
Hungarian count. His fa- 
ther’s sister adopted him and 
raised him as a Jew. She later 
died in a _ concentration 
camp. 

Bader was part of what be- 
came known as the Kinder- 
transport. Just 14,°with a 
small suitcase, a five-pound 
British note and his stamp 
collection, he left Vienna. He 
was among 10,000 mainly 
Jewish youths allowed into 
Britain after the Nazis’ 1938 
Kristallnacht attack of Jew- 
ish-owned businesses, build- 
ings and synagogues across 
Germany. 

In 1940, Bader and other 
German-speaking refugees 
were rounded up by the Brit- 
ish as enemy aliens. He was 
sent to an internment camp 
in Canada, where he stayed 
for 1 % years. 

“T didn’t know it at the time 
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High to be renamed 
but it was a useful time. I got 
a very good education. No 
girls to distract me,” he said 
of his life in the camp. 

Bright and well-read, Bad- 
er was ready for college. 

“McGill (University) 
wouldn’t accept me. They 
had a Jewish quota,” he said. 
The University of Toronto 
was doing sensitive research 
and didn’t want enemy 
aliens, Bader recalled, add- 
ing: “That’s foolish; I’m not 
an enemy alien.” 

Queen’s University in On- 
tario accepted him, creating 
a lifelong bond. He studied 
chemistry and history there, 
and later went to Harvard 
University, where he earned 
a PhD in organic chemistry. 

As a young research chem- 
ist at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, 
he was given an assignment 
in research in Milwaukee. 
With a partner, he created Al- 
drich Chemical Co., a manu- 
facturer of fine chemicals. 
The firm later merged to be- 
come Sigma-Aldrich Corp. 
Bader, who was the firm’s 
chairman emeritus, left the 
board in 1992. 

Bader said he enjoyed run- 
ning a large company. 

“Because it was chemistry 
and I’m a chemist,” he said. 
“And I knew a great many 
chemists around the world. 
Isabel and I traveled all over 
Europe, visiting chemists 
and asking for ideas.” 

Bader said his strength as 
a businessman was “paying 
attention to detail.” 

Isabel Bader said her hus- 
band is “passionately inter- 
ested in what he’s interested 
in,” art, chemistry and phi- 
lanthropy. 

Bader’s largess will reach 
future generations through 
Bader Philanthropies Inc., 
which last year brought to- 
gether the philanthropic in- 
terests of Bader and his wife, 
with those of his first wife, 
the late Helen Bader. The 
foundation is led by Bader’s 
son, Daniel. 

But it’s clear that art, 
which first captured Bader’s 
eye when he was 10, contin- 
ues to be a driving force in 
his life. He still pores over 
auction catalogs. 
“Why did he like it? Why 

did some kids like this, that 
and the other? It just is,” said 
Isabel Bader. 

“There were paintings all 
around the house” where 
Bader grew up in Vienna, she 
said. “He liked looking in the 
shop windows in Vienna, and 
they were filled with paint- 
ings. And he knew which 
paintings he liked.” 

Bader collects Dutch 17th- 
century paintings, with some 
Italian and Flemish works. 
“When I started buying 

paintings, they were very in- 
expensive,” Bader said. 

Asked if stamp collecting 
prepared him for art collect- 
ing, he said with a smile, 
“Well, paintings are so much 
more interesting than 
stamps.” 
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Damage inflicted by Islamic State militants is seen in the ancient city o 

Ancient Syrian q 
Islamic State damages 
Roman-era ruins 

By ALBERT AJl 

Associated Press 

Palmyra, Syria — Explo- 
sions rocked the ancient town 
of Palmyra on Friday and on 
the horizon, black smoke 
wafted behind its majestic Ro- 
manruins, as Syrian army ex- 
perts carefully detonated hun- 
dreds of mines they say were 
planted by Islamic State mili- 
tants before they fled the 
town. 

An Associated Press crew 
visiting the town Friday wit- 
nessed firsthand the destruc- 
tion inflicted by the extremist 
group on the town’s famed ar- 
chaeological site, less than a 
mile away from the modern- 
day town of the same name, 
now deserted. 

While some parts of the site, 
including the Roman-era 
grand colonnades and amphi- 
theater, appeared relatively 
untouched, the damage was 
very much visible elsewhere. 

The remarkable Arch of 

Triumph, built under the Ro- 
man emperor Septimius Seve- 
rus between A.D. 193 and A.D. 
211, has been reduced to a pile 
of stones, blown up by Islamic 
State extremists who video-re- 
corded the destruction for the 
world to see. The monumental 
arch once sat atop the famed 
colonnaded streets of the an- 
cient town. 

The Temple of Baalshamin 
and parts of the Temple of Bel, 
one of the best-preserved Ro- 
man-era sites, are also de- 
stroyed. 

Apart from the Roman ru- 
insthemselves, heavy damage 
could be seen on parts of the 
walls of Palmyra’s towering 
Mamluk-era citadel, built dur- 
ingtheIslamicconquestinthe 
138th century. On top of the 
scarred citadel, a Syrian flag 
flies in the wind. 

Palmyra is about 155 miles 
east of Damascus, the Syrian 
capital. Government troops, 
backed by allied militiamen 
and Russian airstrikes, re- 
took the town last Sunday 
from Islamic State militants 
who had controlled Palmyra 
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From FAT an 
very morning before work I 
would hear a TV commercial 

with the slogan, "It's not your fault 
you're fat." I'd talk back to the TV 
and say, "Yes, it is!" I’d failed at too 
many diets—Atkins, Weight 
Watchers, pre-packaged foods, you 
name it. Sure, I’d lose a little, but 
I'd go back to my old habits and 
gain it all back. Of course it was 
my fault! 

I can't say what sparked me, but 
one day | decided to at least go for 
the free consultation and hear what 
this doctor had to say. 
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Bader lends his name to school 
Hillel Academy, Hillel High 
to honor philanthropist 
By BILL GLAUBER 

bglauber@journalsentinel.com 

Alfred Bader, 91, wants to make one thing 
perfectly clear: He is not retired. 

The chemist, philanthropist and art col- 
lector and dealer is still on the hunt in search 
of the big catches, old master paintings. 

Yet Bader, who co-founded Aldrich Chem- 
ical Co. in 1951 in Milwaukee, long ago 
reached that stage where others honored 
him for a career of accomplishment. He has 
received 12 honorary degrees and more than 
two dozen top prizes. 

On Monday, Bader will be given an honor 
that is intensely personal when Hillel Acade- 
my and Hillel High School announce the 

schools will be renamed after him. It’s the 
first time that Bader has lent his name to an 
institution in Milwaukee. 

The new school names of Bader Hillel A- 
cademy and Bader Hillel High, to be used be- 
ginning with the next academic year, will be 
unveiled during a community concert at Vo- 
gel Hall at the Marcus Center for the Per- 
forming Arts. 

The schools are operated by the Chabad- 
Lubavitch of Wisconsin, a Jewish group. 
The schools are not restricted to Lubavitch 
children. 

Bader was among those who helped found 
Hillel Academy in 1960. Bader’s two sons at- 
tended the school. In more recent years, the 
school struggled until it was taken over by 
the Lubavitch group, which has been sup- 

Please see BADER, 20A 
Alfred Bader, 91, seen with his wife, Isabel, 

helped found Hillel Academy in 1960. 
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Two wounded in downtown shooting 

Authorities are investigating an overnight shooting in 
downtown Milwaukee that injured two men. 

Gunfire erupted during an argument between two 
groups of men about 2:15 a.m. in the 400 block of E. Mason 
St., Milwaukee police said Saturday. 

One of the suspected shooters was arrested at the scene 
and his gun recovered, according to a police news release. 
Two other men, both 36, were wounded and taken toa 

hospital for treatment of injuries that are not believed to 
be life-threatening, police said. 

It was not immediately clear if either wounded man 
was the other suspected shooter, according to police. 

Police said their investigation is ongoing. 
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Hillel Academy, Hillel 
High to be renamed 
ported by Bader. 

“T’'ve been badgering him 
to allow us toname the school 
the Bader Hillel Academy for 
years,” said Lubavitch exec- 
utive vice president Rabbi 
Mendel Shmotkin said. “He’s 
a very close friend. He is a 
major supporter of Luba- 
vitch of Wisconsin. And he 
has said, ‘I don’t believe in 
naming things; never wanted 
to.’ And finally, after literally 
years of badgering, he ac- 
quiesced.” 

| With a shrug, Bader ex- 
plained why he long side- 
stepped such a move, using a 
Yiddish phrase about not 
chasing after an honor. 

“Tf the school feels it would 
be good for the school, I guess 
I don’t mind, provided Isabel 
doesn’t mind,” Bader said 
during an interview. 

“Isabel is the world’s best 
wife,” he added. 

Although he suffered a 
stroke in 2010, Bader remains 
deeply involved in his phil- 
anthropic work. Bader and 
his wife have given tens of 
millions of dollars and three 
prized Rembrandt paintings 
to his alma mater, Queen’s 
University in Canada. 

“There are only six Rem- 
brandts in Canada,” Bader 
said. “And Queen’s has three. 
They also have the best. The 
school was very good to me 
when I came out of the intern- 
ment camp.” 

Bader said his art collec- 
tion will eventually go to the 
school. 

Bader’s life story is a re- 
markable journey from pre- 
World War II Vienna, where 
he was born, to Great Bri- 
tain, Canada and finally, the 
United States. 

Bader was just 2 weeks old 
when his father, who was 
Jewish, died. His mother was 
the daughter of a Catholic- 
Hungarian count. His fa- 
ther’s sister adopted him and 
raised him as a Jew. She later 
died in a _ concentration 
camp. 

Bader was part of what be- 
came known as the Kinder- 
transport. Just14;“with a 
small suitcase,’ a five-pound 
British note and his stamp 
collection, he left Vienna. He 
was among 10,000 mainly 
Jewish youths allowed into 
Britain after the Nazis’ 1938 
Kristallnacht attack of Jew- 
ish-owned businesses, build- 
ings and synagogues across 
Germany. 

In 1940, Bader and other 
German-speaking refugees 
were rounded up by the Brit- 
ish as enemy aliens. He was 
sent to an internment camp 

in Canada, where he stayed 
for 1 % years. 

“T didn’t know it at the time 
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but it was a useful time. I got 
a very good education. No 
girls to distract me,” he said 
of his life in the camp. 

Bright and well-read, Bad- 
er was ready for college. 

“McGill (University) 
wouldn’t accept me. They 
had a Jewish quota,” he said. 
The University of Toronto 
was doing sensitive research 
and didn’t want enemy 
aliens, Bader recalled, add- 
ing: “That’s foolish; I’m not 
an enemy alien.” 

Queen’s University in On- 
tario accepted him, creating 
a lifelong bond. He studied 
chemistry and history there, 
and later went to Harvard 
University, where he earned 
a PhD in organic chemistry. 

As a young research chem- 
ist at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, 
he was given an assignment 
in research in Milwaukee. 
Witha partner, he created Al- 
drich Chemical Co., a manu- 
facturer of fine chemicals. 
The firm later merged to be- 
come Sigma-Aldrich Corp. 
Bader, who was the firm’s 
chairman emeritus, left the 
board in 1992. 

Bader said he enjoyed run- 
ning a large company. 

“Because it was chemistry 
and I’m a chemist,” he said. 
“And I knew a great many 
chemists around the world. 
Isabel and I traveled all over 
Europe, visiting chemists 
and asking for ideas.” 

Bader said his strength as 
a businessman was “paying 
attention to detail.” 

Isabel Bader said her hus- 
band is “passionately inter- 
ested in what he’s interested 
in,” art, chemistry and phi- 
lanthropy. 

Bader’s largess will reach 
future generations through 
Bader Philanthropies Inc., 
which last year brought to- 
gether the philanthropic in- 
terests of Bader and his wife, 
with those of his first wife, 

the late Helen Bader. The 
foundation is led by Bader’s 
son, Daniel. 

But it’s clear that art, 
which first captured Bader’s 
eye when he was 10, contin- 

ues to be a driving force in 
his life. He still pores over 
auction catalogs. 
“Why did he like it? Why 

did some kids like this, that 

and the other? It just is,” said 
Isabel Bader. 

“There were paintings all 
around the house” where 
Bader grew up in Vienna, she 
said. “He liked looking in the 
shop windows in Vienna, and 
they were filled with paint- 
ings. And he knew which 
paintings he liked.” 

Bader collects Dutch 17th- 
century paintings, with some 
Italian and Flemish works. 
“When I started buying 

paintings, they were very in- 
expensive,” Bader said. 

Asked if stamp collecting ' 
prepared him for art collect- 
ing, he said with a smile, 
“Well, paintings are so much 
more interesting than 
stamps.” 
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Damage inflicted by Islamic State militants is seen in the ancient city of 

Ancient Syrian @ 
Islamic State damages 
Roman-era ruins 

By ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 

Palmyra, Syria — Explo- 
sions rocked the ancient town 
of Palmyra on Friday and on 
the horizon, black smoke 
wafted behind its majestic Ro- 
man ruins, as Syrian army ex- 
perts carefully detonated hun- 
dreds of mines they say were 
planted by Islamic State mili- 
tants before they fled the 
town. 

An Associated Press crew 
visiting the town Friday wit- 
nessed firsthand the destruc- 
tion inflicted by the extremist 
group on the town’s famed ar- 
chaeological site, less than a 

mile away from the modern- 
day town of the same name, 
now deserted. 

While some parts of the site, 
including the Roman-era 
grand colonnades and amphi- 
theater, appeared relatively 
untouched, the damage was 
very much visible elsewhere. 

The remarkable Arch of 

Triumph, built under the Ro- 
man emperor Septimius Seve- 
rus between A.D. 193 and A.D. 
211, has been reduced to a pile 
of stones, blown up by Islamic 
State extremists whovideo-re- 
corded the destruction for the 
world to see. The monumental 
arch once sat atop the famed 
colonnaded streets of the an- 
cient town. 

The Temple of Baalshamin 
and parts of the Temple of Bel, 
one of the best-preserved Ro- 
man-era sites, are also de- 
stroyed. 

Apart from the Roman ru- 
ins themselves, heavy damage 
could be seen on parts of the 
walls of Palmyra’s towering 
Mamluk-era citadel, built dur- 
ing the Islamic conquest in the 
13th century. On top of the 
scarred citadel, a Syrian flag 
flies in the wind. 

Palmyra is about 155 miles 
east of Damascus, the Syrian 
capital. Government troops, 
backed by allied militiamen 
and Russian airstrikes, re- 
took the town last Sunday 
from Islamic State militants 
who had controlled Palmyra 
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very morning before work I | 
would hear a TV commercial | 

with the slogan, "It's not your fault | 
you're fat." I'd talk back to the TV 
and say, "Yes, it is!" I’d failed at too 
many diets—Atkins, Weight 
Watchers, pre-packaged foods, you 
name it. Sure, I'd lose a little, but 
I'd go back to my old habits and 
gain it all back. Of course it was 
my fault! 

I can't say what sparked me, but 
one day I decided to at least go for 
the free consultation and hear what 
this doctor had to say. 

Fat and Sick 
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Which door will you open? 
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By ALFRED BADER 

here is so much potential in our youth — 
potential that can be unlocked by the power 

* of generosity and education. Today, at 91, I 
look back and recognize that Iam aman blessed 
beyond measure — and I owe all of it to the people 
who went out of their way to provide opportunity 
where I thought there was none and who opened 
doors through the power of education. It is my 
responsibility — our responsibility as a commu- 
nity — to do the same for others. 
My life was literally spared through the gene- 

rosity of those around me. Born in Vienna in 1924, 
I was able to escape to England in 1938 through 
the Kindertransport, a program designed to help 
primarily Jewish children escape Nazi persecu- 
tion. Although a Jewish refugee, I was eventually 
grouped with other “enemy aliens” and trans- 
ported to a Canadian prisoner-of-war camp. Both 
in England and in Canada, I was blessed to con- 
nect with people who strengthened my Jewish 
faith and modeled the value of Tzedakah — “char- 
ity” — every day. They provided access to educa- 
tion, even in a prisoner-of-war camp, and opened 
my eyes to opportunity, even in the midst of great 
challenge. 

After being rejected by two universities — (one 
had filled its “Jewish quota;” the other was wary 
of “enemy aliens”) — a G-d-sent benefactor went 
out of his way to connect me with Queen’s Uni- 
versity, a school willing to give me a chance. I 
took that chance — that simple gift of opportunity 
—to heart, and vowed that I would one day return 
the favor. My opportunity to practice Tzedakah 
came sooner than I thought; while I was stilla 
student, my benefactor, who had since become a 
father figure, left a small inheritance that I gave 
to Queens for scholarship for students. 

I learned a powerful lesson from this experi- 
ence: “Give when you have nothing, and give 
when you have a lot.” Charity can seem obvious 
when great wealth is involved, but oftentimes the 
biggest gestures and most important impacts can 
come from the smallest amounts. 
Through this access to education, I was able to 

secure a position as a research chemist at Pitts- 
burgh Plate Glass in Milwaukee. I then went on to 

co-found Aldrich, which became Sigma-Aldrich, 
the world’s largest supplier of research and bio- 
chemicals. The business was more successful 
than we could have imagined, employing 9,000 
globally. 

But it was in co-founding Hillel Academy in 
1960, when there were no Jewish schools in Mil- 
waukee, that I found my true passion: promoting 
education among youths of all ages and back- 
grounds. Just like Queen’s welcomed me, I want- 
ed to welcome others. 
My sons and, later, one of my grandsons, at- 

tended Hillel Academy; it remains open and wel- 
coming to all in the Jewish community. Hillel 
epitomizes all the things that I most value in my 
life — it provides a rigorous modern education 
and it instills spiritual lessons and Jewish values. 

Today, the opportunities that Hillel, and the 
many other schools like it, can provide to stu- 
dents are astounding — and run far ahead of the 
opportunities I had as a youth. Iam amazed to see 
middle school students developing smartphone 
apps to help diagnose PTSD, engineering robot- 
ics, and pioneering the “next great idea” at an 
annual “Invention Convention” in partnership 
with Discovery World. 

These are the types of educational opportuni- 
ties that the youths in our community deserve 
and need. But it’s only possible through the gene- 
rosity of each and every one of us. We all have 
something to give — whether it’s volunteering in 
a classroom, mentoring a child or providing fi- 
nancial resources to students and schools in 
need. 

When I go to heaven and I’m asked about my 
life, the accomplishments I will be most proud of 
will be Hillel Academy, Hillel High School and 
what I’ve been able to do to help support educa- 
tion — both here and around the world. And I 
know, at every moment, that it was only possible 
because someone first opened a door for me. 
Which doors will you help open? 

Alfred Bader is a world-renowned chemist, art collector, 

philanthropist and teacher. Hillel Academy and Hillel High 

recently announced they are changing their name to Bader Hillel 

Academy and Bader Hillel High to honor Bader. 
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From page 1 

BADER 

Hillel Academy, Hillel 
High to be renamed 
ported by Bader. 

“Tve been badgering him 
to allow us to name the school 
the Bader Hillel Academy for 
years,” said Lubavitch exec- 

utive vice president Rabbi 
Mendel Shmotkin said. “He’s 
a very close friend. He is a 
major supporter of Luba- 
vitch of Wisconsin. And he 
has said, ‘I don’t believe in 
naming things, never wanted 
to.’ And finally, after literally 
years of badgering, he ac- 
quiesced.” 

With a shrug, Bader ex- 
plained why he long side- 
stepped such a move, using a 
Yiddish phrase about not 
chasing after an honor. 

“Tf the school feels it would 
be good for the school, I guess 
I don’t mind, provided Isabel 
doesn’t mind,” Bader said 
during an interview. 

“Tsabel is the world’s best 
wife,” he added. 

Although he suffered a 
stroke in 2010, Bader remains 
deeply involved in his phil- 
anthropic work. Bader and 
his wife have given tens of 
millions of dollars and three 
prized Rembrandt paintings 
to his alma mater, Queen’s 
University in Canada. 

“There are only six Rem- 
brandts in Canada,” Bader 
said. “And Queen’s has three. 

They also have the best. The 
school was very good to me 
when I came out of the intern- 
ment camp.” 

Bader said his art collec- 
tion will eventually go to the 
school. 

Bader’s life story is a re- 
markable journey from pre- 
World War II Vienna, where 
he was born, to Great Bri- 
tain, Canada and finally, the 
United States. 

Bader was just 2 weeks old 
when his father, who was 
Jewish, died. His mother was 
the daughter of a Catholic- 
Hungarian count. His fa- 
ther’s sister adopted him and 
raised him as a Jew. She later 
died in a _ concentration 
camp. 

Bader was part of what be- 
came known as the Kinder- 
transport. Just 14, With a 
small suitcase, a five-pound 
British note and his stamp 
collection, he left Vienna. He 
was among 10,000 mainly 

Jewish youths allowed into 
Britain after the Nazis’ 1938 
Kristallnacht attack of Jew- 
ish-owned businesses, build- 
ings and synagogues across 
Germany. 

In 1940, Bader and other 
German-speaking refugees 
were rounded up by the Brit- 
ish as enemy aliens. He was 
sent to an internment camp 
in Canada, where he stayed 
for 1% years. 

“JT didn’t know it at the time 
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but it was a useful time. I got 
a very good education. No 
girls to distract me,” he said 
of his life in the camp. 

Bright and well-read, Bad- 
er was ready for college. 

“McGill (University) 
wouldn’t accept me. They 
had a Jewish quota,” he said. 
The University of Toronto 
was doing sensitive research 
and didn’t want enemy 
aliens, Bader recalled, add- 
ing: “That’s foolish; ’m not 
an enemy alien.” 

Queen’s University in On- 
tario accepted him, creating 
a lifelong ‘bond. He studied 
chemistry and history there, 

and later went to Harvard 
University, where he earned 

a PhD in organic chemistry. 
As a young research chem- 

ist at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, 
he was given an assignment 
in.research in Milwaukee. 
With a partner, he created Al- 
drich Chemical Co., a manu- 
facturer of fine chemicals. 
The firm later merged to be- 
come Sigma-Aldrich Corp. 
Bader, who was the firm’s 
chairman emeritus, left the 
board in 1992. 

Bader said he enjoyed run- 
ning a large company. 

“Because it was chemistry 
and I’m a chemist,” he said. 
“And I knew a great many 
chemists around the world. 
Isabel and I traveled all over 
Europe, visiting chemists 
and asking for ideas.” 

Bader said his strength as 
a businessman was “paying 

attention to detail.” 
Isabel Bader said her hus- 

band is “passionately inter- 
ested in what he’s interested 
in,” art, chemistry and phi- 
lanthropy. 

Bader’s largess will reach 
future generations through 
Bader Philanthropies Inc., 
which last year brought to- 
gether the philanthropic in- 
terests of Bader and his wife, 
with those of his first wife, 
the late Helen Bader. The 
foundation is led by Bader’s 
son, Daniel. 

But it’s clear that art, 

which first captured Bader’s 
eye when he was 10, contin- 
ues to be a driving force in 
his life. He still pores over 
auction catalogs. 
“Why did he like it? Why 

did some kids like this, that 
and the other? It just is,” said 
Isabel Bader. 

“There were paintings all 
around the house” where 
Bader grew up in Vienna, she 
said. “He liked looking in the 
shop windows in Vienna, and 
they were filled with paint- 
ings. And he knew which 
paintings he liked.” 

Bader collects Dutch 17th- 
century paintings, with some 
Italian and Flemish works. 
“When I started buying 

paintings, they were very in- 
expensive,” Bader said. 

Asked if stamp collecting 
prepared him for art collect- 
ing, he said with a smile, 
“Well, paintings are so much 
more interesting than 
stamps.” 
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Damage inflicted by Islamic State militants is seen in the ancient city ¢ 

Ancient Syrian ¢ 
Islamic State damages 
Roman-era ruins 

By ALBERT AJi 

Associated Press 

Palmyra, Syria — Explo- 
sions rocked the ancient town 
of Palmyra on Friday and on 
the horizon, black smoke 
wafted behind its majestic Ro- 
man ruins, as Syrian army ex- 
perts carefully detonated hun- 
dreds of mines they say were 
planted by Islamic State mili- 
tants before they fled the 
town. 

An Associated Press crew 
visiting the town Friday wit- 
nessed firsthand the destruc- 
tion inflicted by the extremist 
group on the town’s famed ar- 
chaeological site, less than a 
mile away from the modern- 
day town of the same name, 
now deserted. 

While some parts of the site, 
including the Roman-era 
grand colonnades and amphi- 
theater, appeared relatively 
untouched, the damage was 
very much visible elsewhere. 

The remarkable Arch. of 
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Triumph, built under the Ro- 
man emperor Septimius Seve- 
rus between A.D. 193 and A.D. 
211, has been reduced to a pile 
of stones, blown up by Islamic 
State extremists who video-re- 
corded the destruction for the 
world to see. The monumental 
arch once sat atop the famed 
colonnaded streets of the an- 

cient town. 
The Temple of Baalshamin 

and parts of the Temple of Bel, 
one of the best-preserved Ro- 
man-era sites, are also de- 
stroyed. 

Apart from the Roman ru- 
insthemselves, heavy damage 
could be seen on parts of the 
walls of Palmyra’s towering 
Mamluk-era citadel, built dur- 
ingthe Islamic conquest in the 
13th century. On top of the 
scarred citadel, a Syrian flag 
flies in the wind. 

Palmyra is about 155 miles 
east of Damascus, the Syrian 
capital. Government troops, 
backed by allied militiamen 
and Russian airstrikes, re- 
took the town last Sunday 
from Islamic State militants 
who had controlled Palmyra 

FAT an 
very moming before work I 
would hear a TV commercial 

with the slogan, "It's not your fault 
you're fat." I’d talk back to the TV 
and say, "Yes, it is!" I’d failed at too 

many diets—Atkins, Weight 
Watchers, pre-packaged foods, you 
name it. Sure, I’d lose a little, but 
I'd go back to my old habits and 
gain it all back. Of course it was 
my fault! 

I can't say what sparked me, but 
one day I decided to at least go for 
the free consultation and hear what 
this doctor had to say. 

Fa 



Hillel Academy, Hillel High 
to honor philanthropist 
By BILL GLAUBER 
bglauber@journalsentinel.com 

Alfred Bader, 91, wants to make one thing 
perfectly clear: He is not retired. 

The chemist, philanthropist and art col- 
lector and dealer is still on the hunt in search 
of the big catches, old master paintings. 

Yet Bader, who co-founded Aldrich Chem- 
ical Co. in 1951 in Milwaukee, long ago 
reached that stage where others honored 
him for a career of accomplishment. He has 
received 12 honorary degrees and more than 
two dozen top prizes. 
On Monday, Bader will be given an honor 

that is intensely personal when Hillel Acade- 
my and Hillel High School announce the 

schools will be renamed after him. It’s the 
first time that Bader has lent his name to an 
institution in Milwaukee. 
The new school names of Bader Hillel A- 

cademy and Bader Hillel High, to be used be- 
ginning with the next academic year, will be 
unveiled during a community concert at Vo- 
gel Hall at the Marcus Center for the Per- 
forming Arts. 

The schools are operated by the Chabad- 
Lubavitch of Wisconsin, a Jewish group. 
The schools are not restricted to Lubavitch 
children. 
Bader was among those who helped found 

Hillel Academy in 1960. Bader’s two sons at- 
tended the school. In more recent years, the 
school struggled until it was taken over by 
the Lubavitch group, which has been sup- 

Please see BADER, 20A 
Alfred Bader, 91, seen with his 

HANDOUT 

wife, Isabel, 
helped found Hillel Academy in 1960. 
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Two wounded in downtown shooting 2016 el 

Authorities are investigating an overnight shooting in Get breal 
downtown Milwaukee that injured two men. analysis 

Gunfire erupted during an argument between two jsonline.d 
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Authorities 
are 

investigating 
an 

overnight 
shooting 

in 

d
o
w
n
t
o
w
n
 
M
i
l
w
a
u
k
e
e
 
that 

injured 
two 

men. 

Gunfire 
erupted 

during 
an 

a
r
g
u
m
e
n
t
 
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 
two 

g
r
o
u
p
s
 
of m

e
n
 
about 

2:15 
a.m. 

in the 
400 

block 
of E. M

a
s
o
n
 

St., M
i
l
w
a
u
k
e
e
 
police 

said 
Saturday. 

O
n
e
 
of the 

suspected 
shooters 

was 
arrested 

at the 
scene 

and 
his 

g
u
n
 
recovered, 

according 
to a police 

news 
release. 

S
T
 
A
'
T
 oy Say 

A
y
 T
D
 
D
A
D
T
W
Z
 

Two 
other 

men, 
both 

36, were 
w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 
and 

taken 
to a 

ad 
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A
R
E
 

2
 

O
L
E
 

hospital 
for t

r
e
a
t
m
e
n
t
 
of injuries 

that 
are 

not 
believed 

to 

be life-threatening, 
police 

said. 
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was 
the 

other 
suspected 

shooter, 
according 

to police. 
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Police 
said 

their 
investigation 

is ongoing. 
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BADER 

Hillel Academy, Hillel 
High to be renamed 
ported by Bader. 

|  “Pve been badgering him 
to allow us to name the school 
the Bader Hillel Academy for 

| years,” said Lubavitch exec- 
utive vice president Rabbi 
Mendel Shmotkin said. “He’s 
a very close friend. He is a 
major supporter of Luba- 
vitch of Wisconsin. And he 
has said, ‘I don’t believe in 
naming things, never wanted 
to.’ And finally, after literally 
years of badgering, he ac- 
quiesced.” 

With a shrug, Bader ex- 
plained why he long: side- 
stepped such a move, using a 
Yiddish phrase about not 
chasing after an honor. 

“Tf the school feels it would 
be good for the school, I guess 
I don’t mind, provided Isabel 
doesn’t mind,” Bader said 
during an interview. 

“Isabel is the world’s best 

| wife,” he added. 
Although he suffered a 

stroke in 2010, Bader remains 
deeply involved in his phil- 
anthropic work. Bader and 
his wife have given tens of 
millions of dollars and three 
prized Rembrandt paintings 
to his alma mater, Queen’s 

University in Canada. 
“There are only six Rem- 

brandts in Canada,” Bader 

said. “And Queen’s has three. 
They also have the best. The 
school was very good to me 
when I came out of the intern- 
ment camp.” 

Bader said his art collec- 
tion will eventually go to the 
school. 

Bader’s life story is a re- 
markable journey from pre- 
World War II Vienna, where 
he was born, to Great Bri- 

tain, Canada and finally, the 
United States. 

Bader was just 2 weeks old 
when his father, who was 
Jewish, died. His mother was 
the daughter of a Catholic- 
Hungarian count. His fa- 
ther’s sister adopted him and 
raised him as a Jew. She later 

| died in a_ concentration 
camp. 

Bader was part of what be- 
came known as the Kinder- 
transport. Just 14, with a 
small suitcase, a five-pound 
British note and his stamp 
collection, he left Vienna. He 
was among 10,000 mainly 

| Jewish youths allowed into 
Britain after the Nazis’ 1938 
Kristallnacht attack of Jew- 
ish-owned businesses, build- 
ings and synagogues across 
Germany. 

In 1940, Bader and other 
German-speaking refugees 
were rounded up by the Brit- 
ish as enemy aliens. He was 
sent to an internment camp 
in Canada, where he stayed 
for 1% years. 

“T didn’t know it at the time 

but it was a useful time. I got 
a very good education. No 
girls to distract me,” he said 
of his life in the camp. 

Bright and well-read, Bad- 
er was ready for college. 

“McGill (University) 
wouldn’t accept me. They 
had a Jewish quota,” he said. 
The University of Toronto 
was doing sensitive research 
and didn’t want enemy 
aliens, Bader recalled, add- 

ing: “That’s foolish; ’m not 
an enemy alien.” 

Queen’s University in On- 
tario accepted him, creating 
a lifelong bond. He studied 
chemistry and history there, 
and later went to Harvard 

University, where he earned 
a PhD in organic chemistry. 

As a young research chem- 
ist at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, 
he was given an assignment 
in research in Milwaukee. 
With a partner, he created Al- 
drich Chemical Co., a manu- 
facturer of fine chemicals. 
The firm later merged to be- 
come Sigma-Aldrich Corp. 
Bader, who was the firm’s 
chairman emeritus, left the 
board in 1992. 

Bader said he enjoyed run- 
ning a large company. 

“Because it was chemistry 
and I’m a chemist,” he said. 
“And I knew a great many 
chemists around the world. 
Isabel and I traveled all over 
Europe, visiting chemists 
and asking for ideas.” 

Bader said his strength as 
a businessman was “paying 
attention to detail.” 

Isabel Bader said her hus- 
band is “passionately inter- 
ested in what he’s interested 
in,” art, chemistry and phi- 
lanthropy. 

Bader’s largess will reach 
future generations through 
Bader Philanthropies Inc., 
which last year brought to- 
gether the philanthropic in- 
terests of Bader and his wife, 
with those of his first wife, 
the late Helen Bader. The 
foundation is led by Bader’s 
son; Daniel. 

But it’s clear’ that art, 
which first captured Bader’s 
eye when he was 10, contin- 

ues to be a driving force in 
his life. He still pores over 
auction catalogs. 
“Why did he like it? Why 

did some kids like this, that 
and the other? It just is,” said 
Isabel Bader. 

“There were paintings all 
around the house” where 
Bader grew up in Vienna, she 
said. “He liked looking in the 
shop windows in Vienna, and 
they were filled with paint- 
ings. And he knew which 
paintings he liked.” 

Bader collects Dutch 17th- 
century paintings, with some 
Italian and Flemish works. 
“When I started buying 

paintings, they were very in- 
expensive,” Bader said. 

Asked if stamp collecting 
prepared him for art collect- 
ing, he said with a smile, 
“Well, paintings are so much 
more interesting than 
stamps.” 



Damage inflicted by Islamic State militants is seen in the ancient cit 

Ancient Syrian 
Islamic State damages 
Roman-era ruins 

By ALBERT AJI 

Associated Press 

Palmyra, Syria — Explo- 
sions rocked the ancient town 
of Palmyra on Friday and on 
the horizon, black smoke 
wafted behind its majestic Ro- 
man ruins, as Syrian army ex- 
perts carefully detonated hun- 
dreds of mines they say were 
planted by Islamic State mili- 
tants before they fled the 
town. 

An Associated Press crew 
visiting the town Friday wit- 
nessed firsthand the destruc- 
tion inflicted by the extremist 
group on the town’s famed ar- 
chaeological site, less than a 
mile away from the modern- 
day town of the same name, 
now deserted. 

While some parts of the site, 
including the Roman-era 
grand colonnades and amphi- 
theater, appeared relatively 
untouched, the damage was 
very much visible elsewhere. 

The remarkable Arch of 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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Triumph, built under the Ro- 
man emperor Septimius Seve- 
rus between A.D. 193 and A.D. 
211, has been reduced to a pile 
of stones, blown up by Islamic 
State extremists who video-re- 
corded the destruction for the 
world to see. The monumental 
arch once sat atop the famed 
colonnaded streets of the an- 
cient town. 

The Temple of Baalshamin 
and parts of the Temple of Bel, 
one of the best-preserved Ro- 
man-era sites, are also de- 
stroyed. 

Apart from the Roman ru- 
ins themselves, heavy damage 
could be seen on parts of the 
walls of Palmyra’s towering 
Mamluk-era citadel, built dur- 
ingthe Islamicconquest inthe 
13th century. On top of the 
scarred citadel, a Syrian flag 
flies in the wind. 

Palmyra is about 155 miles 
east of Damascus, the Syrian 
capital. Government troops, 
backed by allied militiamen 
and Russian airstrikes, re- 
took the town last Sunday 
from Islamic State militants 
who had ‘controlled Palmyra 
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would hear a TV commercial 
with the slogan, "It's not your fault 
you're fat." I’d talk back to the TV 
and say, "Yes, it is!" I’d failed at too 
many diets—Atkins, Weight 
Watchers, pre-packaged foods, you 
name it. Sure, I’d lose a little, but 
I’d go back to my jold habits and my blog 
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Which door will you open? 
By ALFRED BADER 

al here is so much potential in our youth — 
potential that can be unlocked by the power 
of generosity and education. Today, at 91,1 

look back and recognize that Iam a man blessed 
beyond measure — and I owe all of it to the people 
who went out of their way to provide opportunity 
where I thought there was none and who opened 
doors through the power of education. It is my 
responsibility — our responsibility as a commu- 
nity — to do the same for others. 
My life was literally spared through the gene- 

rosity of those around me. Born in Vienna in 1924, 
I was able to escape to England in 1938 through 
the Kindertransport, a program designed to help 
primarily Jewish children escape Nazi persecu- 
tion. Although a Jewish refugee, I was eventually 
grouped with other “enemy aliens” and trans- 
ported to a Canadian prisoner-of-war camp. Both 

’ in England and in Canada, I was blessed to con- 
nect with people who strengthened my Jewish 
faith and modeled the value of Tzedakah — “char- 
ity” — every day. They provided access to educa- 
tion, even in a prisoner-of-war camp, and opened 
my eyes to opportunity, even in the midst of great 
challenge. 

After being rejected by two universities — (one 
had filled its “Jewish quota;” the other was wary 
of “enemy aliens”) — a G-d-sent benefactor went 
out of his way to connect me with Queen’s Uni- 
versity, a school willing to give mea chance. I 
took that chance — that simple gift of opportunity 
—to heart, and vowed that I would one day return 
the favor. My opportunity to practice Tzedakah 
came sooner than J thought; while! was stilla 
student, my benefactor, who had since become a 
father figure, left a small inheritance-that I gave 
to Queens for scholarship for students. 

I learned a powerful lesson from this experi- 
ence: “Give when you have nothing, and give - 
when you have a lot.” Charity can seem obvious 
when great wealth is involved, but oftentimes the 
biggest gestures and most important impacts can 
come from the smallest amounts. 

’ Through this access to education, I was able to 
secure a position as a research chemist at Pitts- 
burgh Plate Glass in Milwaukee. I then went on to 

co-found Aldrich, which became Sigma-Aldrich, 
the world’s largest supplier of research and bio- 
chemicals. The business was more successful 
than we could have imagined, employing 9,000 

( Eyone of my grandsons, at- 
tended Hillel Acaderty; it remains open and wel- 
coming to all in the Jewish community. Hillel 
epitomizes all the things that I most value in my 
life — it provides a rigorous modern education 
and it instills spiritual lessons and Jewish values. 

Today, the opportunities that Hillel, and the 
many other schools like it, can provide to stu- 
dents are astounding — and run far ahead of the 
opportunities I had asa youth. Iam amazed to see 
middle schoo] students developing smartphone 
apps to help diagnose PTSD, engineering robot- 
ics, and pioneering the “next great idea” atan 
annual “Invention Convention” in partership 
with Discovery World. 

These are the types of educational opportuni- 
ties that the youths in our community deserve 
and need. But it’s only possible through the gene- 
rosity of each and every one of us. We all have 
something to give — whether it’s volunteering in 
a classroom, mentoring child or providing fi- 
nancial resources to students and schools in 
need. 
When I go to heaven and I’m asked about my 

life, the accomplishments I will be most proud of 
Will be Hillel Academy, Hillel High School and 
what I’ve been able to do to help support educa- 
tion — both here and around the world. AndI 
know, at every moment, that it was only possible 
because someone first opened a door for me. 
Which doors will you help open? 

Alfred Bader is a world-renowned chemist, art collector, 
philanthropist and teacher. Hillel Academy and Hillel High 

recently announced they are changing their name to Bader Hillel 
Academy and Bader Hillel High to honor Bader. 
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not retired. 

Alfred Bader, seen here with 

his wife, Isabel, will be given 

an honor that is intensely 

By Bill Glauber of the Journal Sentinel 

@0o f¥v¥ mum 

Alfred Bader, 91, wants to make one thing perfectly clear: He is 

The chemist, philanthropist and art collector and dealer is still on 

the hunt in search of the big catches, old master paintings. 

personal when Hillel Yet Bader, who co-founded Aldrich Chemical Co. in 1951 in 
Academy and Hillel High 
School announce the schools Milwaukee, long ago reached that stage where others honored 
will be renamed after him. 
It’s the first time that Bader Dim for a career of accomplishment. He has received 12 honorary 
has lent his name to an 

institution in Milwaukee. - 

Handout 

degrees and more than two dozen top prizes. 

On Monday, Bader will be given an honor that is intensely 

personal when Hillel Academy and Hillel High School announce the 

schools will be renamed after him. It's the first time that Bader has lent his 

name to an institution in Milwaukee. 

The new school names of Bader Hillel Academy and Bader Hillel High, to 

be used beginning with the next academic year, will be unveiled during a 

community concert at Vogel Hall at the Marcus Center for the Performing 

Arts. 

The schools are operated by the Chabad-Lubavitch of Wisconsin, a Jewish 

group. The schools are not restricted to Lubavitch children. 

http://www.jsonline.com/news/education/alfred-bader-lends-name-to-milwaukee-jewish-school-b99697576z1--3... 4/7/2016 
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Bader was among those who helped found Hillel Academy in 1960. 

Bader's two sons attended the school. In more recent years, the school 

struggled until it was taken over by the Lubavitch group, which has been 

supported by Bader. 

"T've been badgering him to allow us to name the school the Bader Hillel 

Academy for years," said Lubavitch executive vice president Rabbi 

Mendel Shmotkin said. "He's a very close friend. He is a major supporter 

of Lubavitch of Wisconsin. And he has said, 'I don't believe in naming 

things, never wanted to.' And finally, after literally years of badgering, he 

acquiesced." 

With a shrug, Bader explained why he long sidestepped such a move, 

using a Yiddish phrase about not chasing after an honor. 

"If the school feels it would be good for the school, I guess I don't mind, 

provided Isabel doesn't mind,” Bader said during an interview. 

"Isabel is the world's best wife," he added. 

Although he suffered a stroke in 2010, Bader remains deeply involved in 

his philanthropic work. Bader and his wife have given tens of millions of 

dollars and three prized Rembrandt paintings to his alma mater, Queen's 

University in Canada. 

"There are only six Rembrandts in Canada," Bader said. "And Queen's has 

three. They also have the best. The school was very good to me when I 

came out of the internment camp." 

Bader said his art collection will eventually go to the school. 

Bader's life story is a remarkable journey from pre-World War II Vienna, 

where he was born, to Great Britain, Canada and finally, the United States. 

Bader was just 2 weeks old when his father, who was Jewish, died. His 

mother was the daughter of a Catholic-Hungarian count. His father's sister 

adopted him and raised him as a Jew, and he later formally converted. She 

later died in a concentration camp. 

Bader was part of what became known as the Kindertransport. Just 14, 

with a small suitcase, a five-pound British note and his stamp collection, 

http://www.jsonline.com/news/education/alfred-bader-lends-name-to-milwaukee-jewish-school-b99697576z1--3... 4/7/2016 
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he left Vienna. He was among 10,000 mainly Jewish youths allowed into 

Britain after the Nazis' 1938 Kristallnacht attack of Jewish-owned 

businesses, buildings and synagogues across Germany. 

ADVERTISING 

In 1940, Bader and other German-speaking refugees were rounded up by 

the British as enemy aliens. He was sent to an internment camp in Canada, 

where he stayed for 1 1/2 years. 

"T didn't know it at the time but it was a useful time. I got a very good 

education. No girls to distract me," he said of his life in the camp. 

Bright and well-read, Bader was ready for college. 

"McGill (University) wouldn't accept me. They had a Jewish quota," he 

said. The University of Toronto was doing sensitive research and didn't 

want enemy aliens, Bader recalled, adding: "That's foolish; I'm not an 

enemy alien." 

Queen's University in Ontario accepted him, creating a lifelong bond. He 

studied chemistry and history there, and later went to Harvard University, 

where he earned a PhD in organic chemistry. 

As a young research chemist at Pittsburgh Plate Glass, he was given an 

assignment in research in Milwaukee. With a partner, he created Aldrich 

Chemical Co., a manufacturer of fine chemicals. The firm later merged to 
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become Sigma-Aldrich Corp. Bader, who was the firm's chairman 

emeritus, left the board in 1992. 

Bader said he enjoyed running a large company. 

"Because it was chemistry and I'm a chemist," he said. "And I knew a 

great many chemists around the world. Isabel and I traveled all over 

Europe, visiting chemists and asking for ideas." 

Bader said his strength as a businessman was "paying attention to detail." 

Isabel Bader said her husband is "passionately interested in what he's 

interested in," art, chemistry and philanthropy. 

Bader's largess will reach future generations through Bader Philanthropies 

Inc., which last year brought together the philanthropic interests of Bader 

and his wife, with those of his first wife, the late Helen Bader. The 

foundation is led by Bader's son, Daniel. 

But it's clear that art, which first captured Bader's eye when he was 10, 

continues to be a driving force in his life. He still pores over auction 

catalogs. 

"Why did he like it? Why did some kids like this, that and the other? It just 

is," said Isabel Bader. 

"There were paintings all around the house" where Bader grew up in 

Vienna, she said. "He liked looking in the shop windows in Vienna, and 

they were filled with paintings. And he knew which paintings he liked." 

Bader collects Dutch 17th-century paintings, with some Italian and 

Flemish works. 

"When I started buying paintings, they were very inexpensive,” Bader 

said. 

Asked if stamp collecting prepared him for art collecting, he said with a 

smile, "Well, paintings are so much more interesting than stamps." 

About Bill Glauber 

Bill Glauber is a general assignment reporter, focusing on profiles and 

politics. 
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