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THE FRICK COLLECTION 

1 EAST 7VOTH STREET - NEW YORK : NEW YORK 10021 

July 11, 1968 

Dr. Alfred Bader 

2371 North 30th Street 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53210 

Dear Dr. Bader, 

Recently Professor Stechow told me that you 
own a particularly interesting painting, a sea- 

scape by the Rotterdam artist Abraham van der 

Linden (Verlinden). For several years, as he 
may have mentioned to you, I have been working 
on a study of the work of Jan and Julius Porcellis, 
both of whom spent time in Rotterdam -- Jan may 
have received his first training there, and Julius 
seems to have been a lifelong resident. Much too 

little is known about artistic life in Rotterdam 
in this period, so that the appearance of a marine 

picture by a little-known Rotterdam painter makes 
me very, very curdous. 

Could I ask you to send me a photograph, so 

that I can study it? I should be most grateful 
for your help. 

Yours sincerely, 

_ fuer 
John Walsh, Jr. 

Curatorial Assistant 





THE FRICK COLLECTION 

1 EAST 7VOTH STREET*NEWYORK:*: NEWYORK 10021 

HARRY DD. M. GRIER: DIRECTOR 

July 23, 1968 

Dear Dr. Bader, 

Many thanks for the photograph of your painting. I have very 
little of substance in exchange, I am afraid -- just some informa- 
tion about several artists named Verlinden. 

Abraham Verlinde(n) is known to have taken Abraham Saftleven 

as a pupil in Rotterdam in 1627. There were five landscapes by him 
in the inventory of a Rotterdam painter made in 1631. At his death 
in Rotterdam in 1059 he left a very small estate of personal pos- 
sessions, and substantial debts. He Had a number of children, in- 

cluding one painter, Willem Verlinde(n). This information is taken 
from various documents published by A. Bredius in Kiinstler-Inventare, 
The Hague, 1915-22, vol. 3, pp. 1608, 1629-33. It is summarized in n 

Thieme-Becker, Allgemeines Lexikon..., vol. 34. 

A Hans Verlinde(n), "painter of Mechelen Malines " was married 
in Delft in 1602, and there for a second time in 1605. This notice 
in Kitinstler-Inventare, vol. 7, p. 247, is the only other mention of 
a Verlinden that I could find in the literature. 

Incidentally, Verlinder is one of those Dutch names which one 
expects to find spelled in several different ways in the 17th cen- 
tury, even by the man who bore the name. The basic forms must have 

been Verlinde(n) and van der Linde(n), the two prefixes being equiv- 
alent. The name Vermeer, for example, is frequently given as van 

der Meer. The name "Abraham van der Verlinde(n)" as it appears in 
Thieme-Becker is redundant, and an error. So when your artist pops 
up again in another picture or in a document, it may be as Verlinden, 

Verlinde, van der Linden, van der Linde -- or even some other variant. 

The signature does look to be "S. Verlinden" (although I am not 

entirely sure of the "S", I cannot make an "A" or an "H" out of it). 
In any event, there are no photographs of works by any Verlinden in 
the Frick Art Reference Library. The Rijksbureau voor kunsthistor- 
ische documentatie in The Hague remains the best bet, of course. It 
will be at least a year until I am there again, but I shall see 





then whether they have any material that might help. Naturally 
I shall keep my eyes open for similar pictures, and let you know 
of anything interesting. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Walsh, Jr. 

Lecturer and Curatorial Assistant 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
2961 North Shepard Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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