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April 17, 1962 

Dre He Merlin 

Schaan, Switserland 

Dear Dr. Merling 

7) 

I have now had your still life atteibuted to Jan Soreau since last 
summer trying to decide whether this painting would fit inte the collection 
of the Milwaukee Art Institute, or perhaps, inte mr om emall colicction 
of Dutch paintings, 

The Acquisition Comittee of the Board of Trustees of the Milwaukesc Art 
Institute mt last week to diseuss this painting and decided while they 
are interested in purchasing this painting for the Art Institute's collectic., 
they feel that the asking price of $7,000 is beyond the Art Institute's 

; means, end perhaps out of line for « still life by a relatively unknowm 
maste Te 

While the painting is certainly attirattive, you must know that there has 
been a fair amount of restoration, and frankly, I else feel that even with 
today's high market prices, a price of {7,000 is not justified, 

The director of the Milwaukee Art Institute hes authorized m to offer you 
\ i/ $5,000, and if this offer is accepted, I shall be happy to bring the Art 
Vi Institute's check to Zurich when I visit you late in Moy. Mey I add 
/ personally that I believe that 45,000 is a very fair price and that I an 
\| personally comvinesd that the Art Institute won't improve its offer. My 
[| I, hence, urge you to accept this offer. 

It would give m real personal pleasure to Imow that I have helped to 
| bring a fine vainting, even though it is by an minnow mster, to our 

Art. Institute. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I reomainees. 

| Sincerely yours, 

| 

| Alfred Bader 

| AB/can 

beCeCc, Mr. Edward Dwight, Milwaukee Art Institute 
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