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) THE EHRICH GALLERIES 

| Old Masters 
| 36 East 57th Street 

NEW YORK 

April 20th 

Ley eey 

Dear Judge Sears: 

You may remember that in my last 

letter I referred to a portrait by Robert Edge Pine 
which we hoped te get you. I am very glad to 

enclose herewith a photograph of this painting by 
that exceedingly rare master. 

As I knew you would wish the en- 

dorsement of Rosenthal on the painting I showed him 
the picture today and told him I hoped to have you 

buy it. He at once said that he would give you 
i an endorsement on it, which he accordingly did and 

you will find it on the back of the photograph. 

I am glad to say we ean quote you 

the very modest price for a picture of this quality 
and rarity , of only $1250. 

: I presume you are still in Daytona 

and so-am sending this to you there. 

With kindest regards to Mrs. Sears 

and yourself, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Hon. Nathaniel C. Sears 

Peninsula Station 

Daytona Beach, Fla 
HLE/B enclosure 





30 September 1974. 

Dear Doctor Bader: 

I have compared the photograph 

of your "Flunkett Fleeson" 

portrait with that small one 

captioned “Irael Jacob" in 

Hennah London's book, Portraits 

of Jews, as T suppose you have. 

I dare to think that it is one 

and the same painting, and that 

the enterprising Ehrich Galler- 

jes sold it for the Jewish 

Historical Society to Judge 

Sears (for “only #1250") as a 

Gentile subject for him. No ? 

T have asked my good Rabbi 

Friend in New York to check 

at the Historical 
Sie 

veo 

NZ Lewis D. Cook 





April 27, 1961 

Mr. John Fraser, 
American Historical Company, 
80-90 Fighth Avenue, 
New York 11, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Frazer: 

A photograph of Plunkett Fleeson by Robert Edge Pine (1730-1788) 
is being sent to you . You may return a check for $).50O for the cost 
of the photograph to the Elgin Academy Art Gallery. 

In our files there is informetion which I am sure will be pertinent 
to your request. It is stated as follows; 

"This painting hes always been in the possession of deseendarts. It was 
secured from Mies Nellie Creig of Pitusburg. It came into her possession 
through her relationship to the descendants of Reese F. Gleeson and his 
wife, Matilda Craig. The letter was the daughter of Major Isaac Craig 
and Amelie Neville. The Nevilles were cousins of the Fairfexes of Virginia . 
and Major Craig was one of the founders of Pittsburg. Reese E. Fleeson was 
the son of Plunkett and Martha Tinton Fleeson.4" 

We wovld appreciate a mention of our gallery in your forthcoming 
publication in which you plan to use the portrait of Plunkett Fleeson. 
The correct name is the Laura Davidson Sears Academy of Fine Arts, The 
Elgin Acsdrmy, Elgin, Tllinois. 

We hope this photograph and information will crove to he of value to 
you, 

Sincerely yours, 

G. Deen Chipman 
Director ~ Art Gallery 





August 19, 1974, 

Mr. Lewis D. Cook, 

1231 Spruce Street, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107. 

ay 
| Dear Mr. Cook: 

\Jfhank you for your very kind letter of August 14, 

I have now had a chance to look at the painting of Israel Jacob which was given by a 

(-\descendant of Mr. Jacob's wife to the American Jewish Historical Society. It does 

| indeed appear that the two men depicted in these two paintings are one and the same. 

| Surely it is very unlikely that two men so distinctively ugly would have lived in 
I | 
Philadelphia at about the same time. 

Unless one could come up with another likeness of Plunkett Fleeson showing that he 

ne indeed the man depicted in both paintings, the evidence would tend to indicate that 

bi, ‘both paintings are of Israel Jacob. Probably the Ehrich Gallery made up the story 

that the painting is of Plunkett Fleeson in order to be able to sell the painting to 

| judge Sears. In 1920 it was probably much easier to sell a portrait reported to be 

of Plunkett Fleeson than of a Jew, even though that Jew was a member of the first 

\\ 
American Congress. 

A 

/ / Despite the ugliness of the man, I do like the portrait which is in fine condition. Some 

Mf day I will remind my children that ugly old men also want love, and when one of the 

| great art historians of this country, Professor Wolfgang Stechow, visited me the other 

| day, he greatly admired the quality of this American portrait. 

\ \ \ \ a 

Again with many thanks for your thoughtfulness I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

Alfred Bader 

AB/th 
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Lewis D. Cook 

1231 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19107, 

Dear Mrs. Bader: 14th August 1974. 

My sincere thanks for your very gracious reply 

to my long search for the portrait of PLUNKET FLEESON (1712-1791), 

of Philadelphia. Especially for the photograph of it, and also 

the three letters which reveal its provenance. Very thoughtful. 

I cannot answer your inquiry that I may "think this is really 

a portrait of Mr. Fleeson ?", as I am not an expert in that 

subject, however I am such in Genealogy. Far better authority 

is Mrs. Mary Rotan, of the Frick Art Reference Library, New 

York City. Her letter of 7th August 1974 states that the port- 

rait "was purchased in 1967 from the Sears alioct inn of the 

Elgin Academy, Elgin, Illinois, by Dr. Alfred Bader, Aldrich 

Chemical Co., Milwaukee. In 1968 Dr. Bader turned the portrait 

over for sale to the Lenz Art Gallery, Milwaukee. It is listed 

in their catalogue of American Paintings from the Collection 

of the Sears Academy of Fine Arts, Elgin, Illinois, page 42." 

Mrs. Rotan then adds: "The identificatinn of the subject is open 

to question, because a very similar portrait of the same man, 

owned by the American Jewish Historical Sdciety, New York, is 

there called "Israek Jacob, 1714-1810."It is listed and repro- 

duced in Hannah London's book, “Portraits of Jews," 1927, pages 

76 and 101. The Library has no further information about the 

portrait." 
I can add only that Plunket Fleeson's Will, dated 

Philadelphia, 30 June 1791, does not mention any portrait, only 

his real estate and his silver tea pot and tankard. I have not 

looked for the Inventory of his personal @state, which just may 

mention a portrait. (ows 
Very sincerely, use D. Gok 





Dr. Alfred Bader 
2961 North Shepard Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin aac 
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Chemists Helping Chemists in Research and Industry 

aldrich chemical company. inc. 
Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman and BY HAND 
Chief Executive Officer 

March 17, 1983 

Director 

Jewish Museum 

Philadelphia 

Pennsylvania 

Dear Sir: 

I own a fine American late 18th century portrait by Robert Edge Pine, 

depicting a Philadelphian, Israel Jacobs, who was the first Jew in 

Congress. 

A photograph is enclosed; it is oil on panel, 29 x 23-3/4". 

A similar portrait, of the same man in different dress, is owned by 

the American Jewish Historical Society at Brandeis University, and 

I enclose details of that painting which is illustrated in Hanna R. 

London's "Portraits of Jews”. 

If that painting is of interest to you, then I would be happy to donate 

it to you. If it is not of interest, could you suggest any Jewish 

institution in Philadelphia which might be interested. 

S nies 

t 

Alfred Bader 

AB:mmh 

Enclosure 

PO. Box 355, Milwaukee. Wisconsin 53201 USA, Telephone (414) 273-3850, Cable Aldrichem TWX 910-262-3052, Telex 26-843 





The Director 

The Jewish Museum 

1109 Sth Avenue 

New York, New York 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed please find for your consideration photograph of a fi 

American portrait of Israel Jacobs (1714 - 1810) who was a memibe 

vania Assembly in 1771 and of the United States Congress from 

he Pennsyl- 

= Tt 

Oyo 
{VS 

The portrait is attributed to the American artist, Robert Edge Pine (1730 - 1788), 

and a very similar portrait of Israel Jacogs is in the collection of the American 

Jewish Historical Society and that painting is recorded in Hannah R. London's 

Portraits of Jews. 
= J 

I am offering this portrait at $2400. and would appreciate hearing from you if you 

are interested. 

I remain, 



i / 
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: "Squire" Plunkett Fleeson 
: by : 

= ROBERT EDGE PINE : 

This painting has always been in the possession 

of descendants. It was secured from Miss Nellie Craig of 

Pittsburg. It came into her possession through her re- 

lationship to the descendants of Reese HK. Fleeson and his 

wife, Matilda Craig. The latter was the daughter of Major 

Isaac Craig and Amelie Neville. The Nevilles were cousins 

of the Fairfaxes of Virginia and Major Craig was one of the 

founders of tittsbure. 

Reese E. Fleeon was the son of Plunkett and 

Martha Tinton Fleeson. 

L 





PLUNKETT FLEESON 

Plunkett Fleeson, or "Squire Fleeson," was born in Philadelphia, 
hee Deg Lila. His father had emigrated from Ireland very soon after the 
founding of the city, and being a man of considerable means, he took care 

that young Plunkett should receive what was in those days considered a 

sood education. In 1749, during the war with France and Spain, and 

when the people of Philadelphia were much afraid of the incursions of the 
privateers of the enemy, Plunkett Fleeson joined one of the numerous 

bands of "Associators"” which had been formed for the defence of the city. 
His name figures as Ensign of the "Second Company of Associators." In 

1752 he was among the public-spirited citizens who founded the Hibernia 
Engine Company. Mr. Fleeson was an active and shrewd business man and 
he accummlated a handsome fortune in the various stations held by himas 

Justice of the Peace, and in the "upholder" business, as it was called. 
In 1765 he took an active part against the aggressions of the British 

Government, and his name appears in that year among those of his fellow- 

tradesmen, signed to a remonstrance against the taxation of the Colonies 

and the other oppressive measures which finally brought about the Revolu- 

tion. 

Throughout the Revolutionary struggle, "Squire Fleeson" was an 

ardent and sincere supporter and advocate of the populer cause, and, as 

he had retired in a great measure from active business at the time, he en- 

gaged with much warmth in the events then in progress in the country, and 
his name frequently appears in the published accounts of the movements of 

the day in Philadelphia. in 1780 Squire Fleeson was commissioned by 

the President and Executive Cowmcil of the State as President Judge of the 

City Court and he filled the office for several years. 

Under the authority of his commission, which was duly signed by 

William Moore, President, and attested by Timothy Matlack, Secretary, 

Squire Fleeson presided at the hearing of the old Court House, which 
formerly occupied the middle of Market Street, at Second “treet, and there 

he administered and dealt out the rigors of the law to offenders. 

"Squire Fleeson" was among the early contributors to the Pem- 
slyvania Hospital, and he was also a Director of that institution. His 
useful life was prolonged until near his eightieth year. He died in 1791. 

He left several children. His daughter, Patty, married a Mr. Thomas 
Canadine, Noverber 19, 1776. 

From SIMPSONS EMINENT PHILADERPHIANS 
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80-90 EIGHTH AVENU - 
TELEPHONE- WATKINS 9$-7750 

N Ew YORK UL NY. CABLE ADDRESS LEWHOSO, NEW YORK 

m 

May 1, 1961 

Mr. ©. Dean Chipman, Director — Art Gallery 

The Klgin Academy 
Higin,Lilinoeis 

Dear Mr. Chipman: 

much for your letter of April eT ae 
and for the portrait of Plunk -Fleeson 
painted by Robert Edge Pine. Enclosed you ae Pind our 
money order in the amount of $1.50 in payment for th 

hhotograph. 

ealogical data copied from your files and 
included:in your letter are very helpful. You may care to 
make a note of the fact that the mother of Reese E. Fleeson 
was Martha Linton Fleeson, not Martha Tinton Fleeson. Sh 

he Honorable Plunkett Fleeson, w @ oO Fy Gt @~ was the second wife 

portrait you have. 

JFtht Direct f Research 

Binel. 5 1 ° 50 

money order. 

THE LARGEST PUBLISHERS OF HISTORY -GENEALOGY - BIOGRAPHY-HERALDRY 





Lewis D. Cook 
1231 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107, 

The Director of the 28th July 1974. 
Charles Alles Art Library 
The Public Library 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Dear Sirs: 

Can you assist me in locating the Portrait of 
PLUNKET FLEESON of Philadelphia, (1712-1791), by Robert Pine ? 

I am advised that it was sold from the Collection in the 
Art Gallery of the Elgin Academy, Elgin, Illinois, about 1964, 
to Alfred Baker, Ph.D,, of 2371 North 30th Street, Milwaukee. 

I wrote a polite letter recently to an Alfred Baker, whose 
address in the current Milwaukee Telpphone Book is 2915 South 
Lenox Street, but no” response has come to mé. Wrong person ? 

I do need a photograph of the portrait for my article on this 
Plunket Fleeson Family, which is to be published shortly. 

By any chance, has the portrait been presented to, or sold to, 
one of the Art Galleries in your fair City ? 

The favor of your kind response will greatly oblige, 

Very ba haa yours, 

buteo Dok 
Lewis D. Cook 

(Bader) 

Saeed weut> iA. Bader, 

A Pramerent bavak tollictry tok, Mines 

aqbl Wh Pheparcl Avt., itch yj cmt 

Th. YN 962-5164, herr SIAM, Ta Bee way: 





AMERICAN 
JEWISH 
HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 
2 THORNTON ROAD, WALTHAM, MASS. 02154 (617) 891-8110 

President 

OR. ABRAM VOSSEN GOODMAN 
Lawrence, L.I., N.Y 

Past Presidents 

PROF, SALO W. BARON 
New York, N.Y 

DR. ABRAM KANOF 
New York, N.Y 

DR. BERTRAM W. KORN 
Philadelphia, Pa 

PROF. JACOB R. MARCUS 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

DR. LEON J OBERMAYER 
Philadelphia, Pa 

DR. DAVID DE SOLA POOL 
New York, N.Y 

PHILIP D. SANG Wie 1 Fp ey March 12, 1970 
hairman, Executive Council 

OR. LEON J. OBERMAYER 

Philadelphia, Pa 

e Presidents 
ROBERT L. ADLER 

Chicago, IIlinois 

PROF. MOSHE DAVIS 

Jerusalem, !srael 

PROF. OSCAR HANOLIN Dr. Alfred R. Bader 
Cambridge, Mass 

Drediesietiavet tg Aldrich Chemical Company, Inc. 
“hem York NY 9.0 West St. Paul Avenue 

Recording Secretary i ° ° 

can Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53233 
Treasurer 
NATHANIEL E. STEIN 
New York, N.Y 

Curator Dear Dr. Bader: 
DR. MALCOLM H. STERN 
New York, N.Y 

MORRIS 8 ABRAM In reply to your letter of February 20, we do have 
PROF SELIG ADLER a painting in our collections which is very similar 
"Granite City, Iinois to the photograph you sent us. Our painting was 
“iano oe = presented to the Society by Captain N. Taylor Phillips, 
pHicip Nv COLEMAN and I am enclosing a photocopy of an article written 

Jacksonville, Florida e ° ° * : 2 

pee pene sonra by Phillips in which he indicates that he owns the 
HERBERT A. FOGEL, ESO A : E . : : 
Philadelphia, Pa painting, and I assume he is the source for the in- 

LOUIS M. FUSHAN, ESQ oe ‘< 
ijeiteburah. Pa formation. 

Worcester, Mass 
JUDGE HARRY A. ISEBERG 

Chicago, ill A - * 

paor scan wnowsxy The artist for our painti 
Cleveland, Ohio size of the portrait is 2 
vIGDOR W. KAVALER 

Pittsburgh, Pa 

NORMAN KORFF 

FRANK tKOZOL. ESQ IT am also enclosing a copy of the portrait in our 
Boston, Mass ° 

Be eos collection. 
SAMUEL LEMBEAG 
New York, N-Y 

OR, PHILIP W. LOWN 
West Newton, M W5 a ry a 

MORRIS MACEY Sincerely yours, 
Atlanta, Georgia “ 

GEORGE J. MILLER 
Short Hills, N.J PA A y ~ q 

~ f { 
SIDNEY MUSHER pt yy f 7S AN &, 

RALPH G. NEWMAN a 4 lise Wa¢ 4 7 Chicago, it Nathan M. Kaganoff 
DR. ARTHUR S. OBERMAYER = : ° ENE 

West Newton, Mass 7? 9 aH ya 
DAVID R. POKROSS, ESQ L libra Lan-=! di 6 or 

Beimont, Mass 
BERNARD POSTAL 

Oceanside, N.Y 
PROF. MADELINE ROBINTON 

Brooklyn, N.Y 

ng is unidentified, and the 
2) wr eg 

isp 

8. G. RUDOLPH 7 Syracuse, New York NMK/gh 
LEONARD N. SIMONS a 

Detroit, Mich 
PHILIP SLOMOVITZ enc ° 

Detroit, Mich 
THOMAS }. TOBIAS 

Charleston, S.C 
DR. JAMES A. WAX 

Memphis, Tenn 
LEWIS H WEINSTEIN, ESQ 

Boston, Mass 
JOSEPH G. WEISBERG, ESQ 

Brookline, Mass 
PROF. HARRY A. WOLFSON 

Cambridge, Mass 

Honorary Members 

DAR. MAURICE JACOBS 
Philadelphia, Pa 

PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK, ESO. 
Chicago, III 

DR. ABRAM L. SACHAR 
Waltham, Mass 

Librarian-Editor 

DR. NATHAN M. KAGANOFF 
Editor Emeritus 

DR. ISIDORE S. MEYER 

Director 

BERNARD WAX 
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Miss Nancy Berman 

Judaica Department 

THE JEWISH MUSEUM 

1109 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10028 

Tyeaw Rita Rarman 
Dear Nuss perman: 

Thank you for your kind letter of March 16th reg painting depicting 

Israel Jacobs, which I had offered you. 

zarding the 

Unfortunately, I am not in a position to donate this painting to your muse 

even though I am convinced that that is where it belongs. You will ha 

from the very low price I quoted that I was anxious to see this palin 

Jewish Museum; I am convinced that any New York gallery wou d charge seve 

times that price for an American painting of comparable eabene and similar 

interest in the sitter. 

while in the hope that 

‘Tels would also 

nes ubj ect now 

ha painting to you for a 

you might find a donc ng to purchase this es ; fox 

allow you to compare the eae hes of this portre 

in the Jewish Historical Society. 

rt ps like me te loan the 

wae 
thi 

“1 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

Alfred Bader 

AB/ds 

be Marvin Klitsner 
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The Jewish Museum 
under the auspices of The Jewish Theological Seminary of America / 1109 Fifth Avenue / New York / New York 10028 / Riverside 9-3770 

March 16,1971 

Alfred Bader 

2961 North Shepard Ave. 
Milwaukee Wisc. 53211 

Dear Mr. Bader, 

Thank you so much for considering us in offering to sell us this 

valuable portrait. Of course this is the appropriate place for a 

painting of this nature. However due to a terrible financial crisis 

which has finally become critical, our acquisition policy as far 

as purchasing has come to a stop. 

Since it is such a fine portrait and one so historically relevant > 

| I would like to ask you if you would be willing to donate it to the 

museum collection? It would certainly be appreciated. 

Sincerely YOurs, 

my 

raya eee oe 
Lan Ce [Deore 

/ 

Nancy Berman 
Judaica Dept. 





THE EHRICH GALLERIES 

“Old Silas bers” 
HAROLD LOUIS EHRICH 36 EAST 577 STREET Renarean meee Se 

LOIS EHR!ICH WALTER LOUIS EHRICH 
NEW YORK 

May 21st, 1927 

Hon. Nathaniel C. Sears 

Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin 

TO -- THE EHRICH GALLERIES -- DR- 

ee aa 6s ee ES ae 2 See ON RASS 

TO; Portrait of Squire Plunkett Fleeson 

by Robert Edge Pine (1730-1788) $1,000.00 
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THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL, ¢ COMPANY, 

/ ublishers 
80-90 EIGHTH AVENUE 

TELEP S 9-77 NEW YORK 11, N.Y. GAsue AnnnbsS: LeWnaoa NEW Cece 

Sears Academy of Fine Arts 
Blgin, Kane County, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

According to the files of the Frick Art Reference Library 
tthe Sears Academy of Fine Arts acquired in 1927 a portrait of 
"Squire" Plunkett Fleeson. We are desirous of obtaining a 
glossy-print photograph of this portrait in connection with 
genealogical material that we are gathering for publication 

in our forthcoming volume of Colonial and Revolutionary 

Lineages of America (Volume XXII), one of our clients having 
rried a descendant of Judge ae Sop 

The following entry is in the Frick records and is per- 

tinent to this matter: 

"A very Similar portrait of the same man is owned 
by the American Jewish Historical Society and 
there called ‘Israel Jacob,’ 1714-1810....." 

The latter portrait is illustrated in Hannah London's 
Portraits of Jews, 1927, pp. 76 and 101. While the Frick 
library is to be commended for discovering this information, 
it does seem to cast some doubt upon the identity of the 
portrait of Judge Fleeson. Perhaps this regrettable cir- 
cumstance can be eliminated by information that you may 
have as to the provenance of the portrait owned by the 

sears Academy of Fine Arts. In order to clarify our own 
enealogical records, will you please send us whatever 
cee you may have with respect to the former owners of 
this portrait and with respect to Judge Fleeson himself? 

THE LARGEST PUBLISHERS OF HISTORY -GENEALOGY - BIOGRAPHY - HERALDRY 





of Fine Arts -2- 

If you will let us know the pri of the photograph we 
our check promptly. shall remas 

~ en a a, 3 — 

John Frazer, Jr. 
Director of Research 





of Gory 4 fo L V . Portraits of Jews 
BY GILBERT STUART AND OTHER 

EARLY AMERICAN ARTISTS 

BY 

HANNAH R. LONDON 

WITH AN APPRECIATION BY 

DR. A. S. W. ROSEN BACH 

AND AN INTRODUCTION BY 

LAWRENCE PARK 

i 

noe 
is ; Bil yon NEW YORK 

WILLIAM EDWIN RUDGE 

1927 | 





PORTRAITS OF JEWS 

the mansion of peace. He was without guile, despising hypocrisy, 
as he despised meanness. ‘Take him for all in all, he was a Man. 

The portrait, which is a copy from the original, still remains 

unattributed. 

Another unattributed portrait is that of Israel Jacobs, 1714- 

1810, which shows a very interesting head with a rather striking 

resemblance to Benjamin Franklin. Jacobs was a member of the 

Pennsylvania Assembly in 1771, and of the United States Con- 

gress, 1791-1793. Despite his high political connections, he was 

a man of rather ordinary attainments by comparison with his wife, 

Zippora Nunez Machado, who was a woman of great beauty anda 

linguist among other accomplishments. Her first husband was the 

Rev. David Mendes Machado. There is a portrait of a daughter 

by her first marriage, Rebecca Machado, the wife of Jonas Phil- 

lips. Mrs. Phillips’ portrait, life-size, is painted in a sitting posi- 

tion with her shapely arms resting lightly on her lap. A black lace 

scarf is worn over her bodice, which is filled in at the neck with 

folds of white muslin, and short black curls are clustered in regular 

fashion under her smart lace cap. 

The portrait of her husband, Jonas Phillips, shows an aristo- 

cratic white-haired man of portly mien, wearing a collared brown 

coat, a buff waistcoat, a white stock collar, with bow, and a ruffled 

shirt. These portraits of Jonas Phillips and his wife have been at- 

tributed by Mr. Frank W. Bayley to Charles Willson Peale, who 

was bornin Maryland in 1741. In 1768 he studied with Benjamin 

West in London, and on his return established himself in Phila- 

delphia. In 1772 he painted, at Mount Vernon, the earliest por- 

trait of Washington in existence. According to his son, Rembrandt, 

he painted fourteen portraits of Washington from life. Charles 
iJ 5, ~28f 2.9 fem 
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