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‘Maers of rth Century (Dutch Landscape (Painting 

RIJKSMUSEUM MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART 
October 2, 1987 — January 3, 1988 February 3 — May 1, 1988 June s — July 31, 1988 

May 57.69 G/ 

Dr. Alfred Bader 

Atarich Chemical Company; inc. 
PO aoe 355 
Milwaukee Wisconsin 53201 

Dear Dr. Bader: 

Many thanks for kindly sending along the photo of your newest 
acquisition. Judging only from the photo I wouldn't venture 
an attribution, but this handsome little fragment certainly 
resembles works by the Haarlem Classicists and de Grebber. 
As you've deduced, it must be Abraham's Sacrifice. 

T'll simply have to make a point of visiting your connoisseurship 
show! It sounds fascinating. I'll be especially interested to see 
how you present this difficult subject to the public. As last 
year's Caravaggio show demonstrated, questions of connoisseurship 
can be baffling for the average museum-goer. 

I'm also intrigued by your mention of the de Grebber Family Portrait 
GiGi dis I don't think this work is known to me. Could you ask 
the owners to send me a photo? I'd of course pay the costs. 

Hope you'll be able to visit my own upcoming landscape exhibition, 
announced on the letter head above. We've been very fortunate in 
securing the loans of many outstanding pictures. 

VYOMrS sincerely, 

/ /) ) / - 
hi | an ‘ en 

/ Q A) 7 al 

eter C. Sutton 

Baker Curator of European Paintings 

PCS/jh 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 

46s Huntington Avenue Boston, Massachusetts 02115 





Dr. Alfred R. Bader 

2961 North Shepard Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
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Dr. Alfred R. Bader 

2961 North Shepard Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
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Chemists Helping Chemists in Research and Industry 

aldrich chemical company_inc. 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman 

March 13, 1987 

Dr. William Robinson 

Pierpont Morgan Library : 

29 East 36th Street ; 

New York, New York 10016 F 

Dear Bill: 

The more I look at the portrait by Maes, the better I like it. Another : 

painting that I have you to thank. I do believe that it could well be a i 

self-portrait, but how does one make sure? 

Enclosed are a few photographs of recent acquisitions. 

One, now half cleaned, is that old man that you and I looked at together 

at Christie's. It is absolutely stunning in color and clearly a fragment 

of a very large painting. 

PORCINE 

Another is a very beautiful, small round painting from the Spencer collection, 

where it was called--surely correctly--Solomon de Bray. It is illustrated 

in the key article by von Moltke. 

The third is a period, school painting after Rembrandt's etching of the 

Ratcatcher. 

The fourth, the portrait of an elegant man, is a real puzzler. As you will F 

see, it is painted on top of a reverse portrait of a man whose eyes you can b 

just discern. The face of the man is just beautiful, but the hands, while 

quite well painted, rather coarse. I wonder whether we are really dealing ‘ 

with a very elegant forgery. ; 

Looking through the New York catalogs of the week after next, there is 

nothing that I can see at Christie's other than possibly that Cecil B. de 

Mille production by van Troyen. Sotheby has a very curious Baptism of the 

Eunuch which had been in their catalog last June, but was then withdrawn. 

It comes from the Oldenburg Gallery, and was offered to me as a Rembrandt in 

Vienna in the 1950's. Hope springs eternal, but I don't think that this is 
by Rembrandt, although it is a very nice painting. In the 1950's, the owners 

wanted $10,000 which I didn't have. If I may, I will call you just before 
the sale to discuss your thoughts about this painting. 

ROOT Fe Ey OR Oo TE I ts P.O. Box 355, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 USA, Telephone (414) 273-3850, Cable Aldrichem TWX 910-262-3052, Telex 26-843 





HARVARD UNIVERSITY BUSCH-REISINGER MUSEUM 

FOGG ART MUSEUM 

ART MUSEUMS ARTHUR M. SACKLER MUSEUM 

32 QUINCY ST., CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

April 3, 1987 

Dear Alfred, 

I hasten to thank you for your letter of March 23rd and the material you 
sent with it before I dash to the west coast for a Getty meeting and a look 

at L.A.'’s new museums. 

How bright of Milwaukee to ask you and Isabel to do a connoisseurship 

show for them! Your exhibition will be a smashing success. 

I have no name for your "late Lievens" but I feel certain one can be 
found. 

All the best to you both, 

Seymdur Slive 

Gleason Professor of Fine Arts 

Dr. Alfred Bader 

Aldrich Chemical Company 

POR bOxaES 5) 

Milwaukee, WI 53201 

SS /mw 
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Lieper Alfred, 

endlich,nachdem ich Willem de Poorter verhacksttickt und damit 

ein bestimmtes Pensum geschafft habe,komme ich dagu, Pir fiir den 

Brief vom 13.Maire zu danken und auf Deine Mitteilungen oder 

Fragen einzugehen. 

Die Ankunft der Yotografie aus Washington habe ich schon ver- 

meldet.Vas Bild sieht enttiuschend schwach aus."“ie konnte es 

so beriithmt werden? 

Den "Rattengiftverkdufer" kann ich leider nicht zuschreiben., 

Es gibt ja so viele unlésbare Ratse1.,Man miisste ein Srakel 

mit hoheren Informationen sein, 

Das Gemdlde,das halb gereinigte,scheint auch mir !ragment 

' zu sein.Der Zuschreibung an Lievens eines "Abraham-Upfers' 

koénnte ich noch nicht zustimmen, 

Der "Elegante Mann" ist sicher nach A,van Dyck kopiert,wahr- 

scheinlich nach einem Blatt aus der’ Ikonographie oder nach 

einer Vorstudie,Das Llisst_ sich leicht feststellen,ich habe 

leider keine Literatur im Hause,. 

Dass Du die Cldenburger NKopie nach der verschollenen "Taufe 

des Kimmerers" nicht bekommen hast,ist schade,Die zweite Kopie 

hat keinen Wert,weil sie nach der Radicrung von Vliet kopiert 

ToS are 
2 

Der japanische Katalog ist bisher nicht eingetroffen. 

Auf Jacob de Villeers werde ich eingehen,ohne Haverkamp Bege- 

manns Schreibtrieb zu behindern,iIn diesem Zusammenhang méchte 

ich Deine Hilfe erbitten:ich habe zufillig im Ausst,—Katalog 

qa W 
The Young Rembrandt and His Times", Indianapolis-San Diego 

1958,Nr.60,dic Reproduktion einer Berglandschaft,attr.to Her— 

cules Seghers,im Seattle Art Muscum, gesehen, tm Katalog wird 

mitgeteilt,das Sterling das Bild Villeers zuschreibt.Das scheint 

mir eine gute Idee gu sein,Ob Du mir, wohl eine Fotografie be- 

stellen kénntest,aber mit Rechnung an mich?Pamit wiirdest Du 

mir einige Miihe ersparen, 

Dass es sich bei Deinem neuen Maes um ein Selbstportrit han- 

at ee A a : i . delt jiherzeust ™7 ah, ch traprloa es mit dieser Identifizieruneg 

bringon Bei Houbraken fehlt iibrigens ein Maes-—Portrat. 

th Sit 





wegen der Sandrart-Auskunft erbitte ich etwas Geduld, 
Die neue Monosraphie ist in der Staatsealoric vorhanden, 
Ich sehe bei nichster Gelegenheit,wenn ich dort meinen 
Arbeitstag habe,nach, 
Der "“Aert de Gelder" (Duteh yes Has 58) stammt sicher 
@alioiang von Horers gnach Stil und Qui ’Litsét."enn ich nicht 
irre,weiss Herr van de Watering, wer der ‘tinstler ist, 
Mp kann die urspriingliche Sienatur "rekonstruieren" Das 
hat mir Moltke vor Janren eesagt Leider habe ich den Namen 
vergessen, 

Dein Angebot ,den Vortrag zu halten yhabe ich Bere Réttgen, 
mit dem ich nicht gut stehe gunterbreitet ,bisher ohne a ee 
wort.tlch melde mich sofort ywenn er sich zu dussern geruht 

enc ¢ 

Sonst ist von hier nichts zu vermelden,tlch versuche ywah- 

rend der Semsterferien mit dem Manuskript moglichst weit | 
Zu lkommen, 

Dir und Veiner Frau herzliche Griisse 

von+-uns beiden 

Ake ie 5s 





aldrich chemical company. inc. 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman 

Chemists Helping Chemists in Research and Industry 

May 4, 1987 

Dr. Peter Sutton 

Curator of Paintings 

Boston Museum of Fine Arts 

465 Huntington Avenue 

Boston, Massachusetts 02115 

Dear Dr. Sutton; 

Knowing of your interest in Pieter de Grebber I am wondering whether 

I may ask you for your advice about a painting, photograph enclosed. 

It came up at Christie's last November, entitled "A Hermit Saint" circle 

of Pieter de Grebber. 

Isabel and I are planning for an exhibition on connoisseurship to be 

held at the Milwaukee Art Museum early in 1989. Hence, we decided to 

have this originally very dirty painting only half cleaned, and I 

enclose photograph. It turns out that it is a beautifully painted frag- 

ment, perhaps of the angel stopping Abraham in the sacrifice. The 

colors of the clothing are a stunning gold and cherry red. 

Do you think that this could indeed be a de Grebber? 

I do hope that you will come and visit Milwaukee before long. We would 

then love to show you our collection, and also a very beautiful large 

Pieter de Grebber owned by friends of ours, Mr. and Mrs. Gary Bishop 

here in Milwaukee. It is a monogrammed and dated 1651 work, probably 

a portrait of a Dutch family depicted as an Adoration of the Shepherds. 

I suspect that that family had just recently had a child and so wanted 

themselves painted as a family portrait pointing to the new baby. 

Many thanks for all your help, and best personal regards. 

Sincerely, a 

Alfred Bader 

AB:mmh 

P.O. Box 355, MAGaASBURisconsin 53201 USA, Telephone (414) 273-3850, Cable Aldrichem TWX 910- 262. 3052, Telex 26-843 
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