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SALOMON KONINCK 7” Praded pA tp. A boske 
Amsterdam 1609 — 1656 Vfl el eon fo Of fe ae 

Mix Yoh  Gpre thes i996 
ee 

Signed and dated 1645 ee 
Oil on panel 
G7 5555 Cm. 

The mocking of Ceres 

Provenance: 

Schloss Meiningen, Germany (catalogue 1865, no. 55) 
K.Haberstock, Berlin 

S.Buchanau, Niendorf bei Lubeck 

Literature: 

Gerson, H., Philips Koninck, Berlin 1936, cat. 141, p. 117. 

Sumowski, W., Gemilde der Rembrandt-schiiler, vol. 111, Landau 1983, cat. 1088, 
p. 1643, illustrated p. 1662. 

Born in Amsterdam in 1609 Salomon Koninck was a cousin of the landscape 
painter Philips Koninck; their fathers were brothers, goldsmiths originally 

from Antwerp. At the age of twelve Salomon was apprenticed to David Colijns 
and he later trained with Nicolaes Moeyaert. In 1632 he joined the Amsterdam 
Guild. He started to paint in a Rembrandtesque style from the 1630’s onwards 

and continued in this manner until his last years. As is clear from biographical 
notes, he never trained with Rembrandt; however, he did become one of 

Rembrandt’s most able and loyal followers. Salomon Koninck was especially 
influenced by Rembrandt's chiaroscuro, as can be seen in this painting. 

The scene depicted here is described in Ovid’s Metamorphoses (Book V, 446- 

461). Proserpina, daughter of Ceres, the goddess of agriculture, has been 
abducted by Pluto. Ceres, ignorant of her daughter's fate, searches the world 
ceaselessly, through day and night, carrying a blazing pine torch, kindled at 
Etna. One night, exhausted after her long wanderings, she arrives at the house 
ofan old woman and asks for some water. The woman gives her a sweet drink. 
While she is drinking, an impudent little boy appears and makes fun of her, 

saying she is greedy. As a punishment, the goddess throws the rest of the drink 
on him and transforms him into a tiny lizard. 

Our painting is probably inspired, in composition and atmosphere by a 
painting by Adam Elsheimer,dated 1608, which is now in-erePrado. Salomon’s ‘ Q > SION. 

cousin Philips Koninck painted another version of this scene, most probably 
a copy after our picture. Rembrandt also made a drawing of this subject of 

which the original is lost, but two copies are preserved in the Louvre and in 

Dresden. 
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