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THE APPRENTICES 

studies of heads which he himself had painted on 

wood. Such studies by Floris have survived in con- 

siderable numbers. Nobody took any exception to 

this procedure, and Karel van Mander records with 

praise that, as a result, the pupils achieved sureness 

and independence. 

Completely ‘autograph’ quality was the exception. 

Even Diirer, so conscious of his duty and conscien- 

tious, stresses in his letters to Heller as something ex- 

traordinary that he had let no apprentice take a hand 

at his work, and hints that he used to execute ‘ordin- 

ary pictures’ (gemein gemal), which paid him better, 

with the assistance of pupils. 

The boy apprentices were there not only to learn; 

they were also auxiliaries, who were compensated 

with food and lodging for their performance. They 

bound themselves to serve for many years, and the 

master was entitled to hope that as years went by they 

would prove increasingly useful. After all it was im- 

possible that year after year they should all day long 

grind colours, clean brushes and perform other menial 

services; on the contrary, they must have taken some 

part in the actual painting. They could not possibly 

learn how to paint without painting. 

As to the running of the workshop of Rubens, we 

are well informed. The letters of the master contain 

certain passages which tell us a lot. In the year 1619 

Rubens writes to William, Duke of Neuburg: ‘The 

St. Michael is a difficult subject. I fear that I shall 

253 
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