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5 EAST S7TH STREET . NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 212-355-6564 

Nav ce pr lier ord. or 

Dr. Alfred Bader, 

Aldrich Chemical Comp.Inc. 

P.O. BOX 300% 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 53201. 

Dear Dr. Bader : 

In reply to your letter of March 17th there is very little 

light I can shed on the grisaille portrait of a man. 

I took some time to try to find any other information on this 
panticular.paintang, Dut, gales el eamecivyinowup. snl tedoO 

remember is, that most people who saw it in our Gallery seemed 
to like it and found it interesting. 

I hope you both are in good health and that everything is fine 

with you. 

sorry I could!nt be of more help, but remember it is close to 

OR ViCAL_SueA Ors ters sree 

With my best regards to you both, 

Sincere Lys. 
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aldrich chemical company, imc_ 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman 

March 17, 1987 

Mr. Jan Klein 

Central Picture Gallery 

5 East 57th Street 

New York, New York 10022 

Dear Jan: 

May I ask you for your help in a delightful puzzle? 

Recently, I traded with Harry Moore a painting which he had gotten from 

you some 15 years ago; a photograph is enclosed. 

I find the picture such a puzzle because the face is so wonderfully well 

painted, whereas the hands are quite weak. Even more puzzling is the fact 

that this grisaille is painted on top of a portrait of a man, in reverse; 

you can clearly see his eyes at the very upper edge of the painting. 

I presume that you purchased the painting at Christie's in London many years 

ago. Could you please help me by telling me what you know about it and as 

much of the provenance as possible. It is in a frame made in Sweden; did 

the painting appear at auction in that frame? 

I just don't know whether I am dealing with a genuine 17th century Flemish 

sketch or whether it is a much later fabrication. In any case, please 

don't worry at all: I acquired this sketch in a very complicated trade with 

Harry Moore, and both he and I should know what we are doing. Hence, I am 

really writing to you only as an old friend, asking for information. 

Many thanks for all your help, and best regards. 

aie 

| 

Alfred Bader 

AB:mmh 

Enclosure 
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Chemists Helping Chemists in Research and Industry 

aldrich chemical company, imc. 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman 

March 13, 1987 

Prof. Seymour Slive 

The Fogg Museum 

Harvard University 

32 Quincy Street 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

Dear Seymour: 

Thank you so much for your help with my dark landscape, and I apologize 

again for having used a camera obscura. When I was a boy of ten, an 

uncle gave me 10 Austrian schillings to buy a box camera then on sale 
for that price, and I used the money to buy a chalk drawing instead. 

That rather worried my uncle who wondered whether I might be mentally 

retarded, but the drawing is now in the Minneapolis Art Institute. I 

have never taken to cameras, and we use the cheapest Kodak camera 

available, just for identification of paintings we purchase. 

I have traded the landscape with a dealer in Chicago. It has taught me 

mot to rely too much on provenance. 

I enclose photographs of three recent acquisitions. Of these, I like the 

round painting,which comes from. the Spencer collection as Solomon de Bray, 

the best. The Ratcatcher is obviously after the Rembrandt print. I don't 

know what to make of the elegant Flemish man which is painted on top of 

an upside down portrait of a man whose eyes you can just discern. 

Perhaps this is a clever 19th century fake. 

Fond regards. 

As always, 

Nain 
{ 

Alfred' Bader 
AB :mmh 

Enclosures 

P.O. Box 355, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 USA, Telephone (414) 273-3850, Cable Aldrichem TWX 910-262-3052, Telex 26-843 





Dr. Alfred R. Bader 

2961 North Shepard Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
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Dr. Alfred R. Bader 

2961 North Shepard Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
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Dr. Alfred R. Bader 

2961 North Shepard Avenue 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
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Chemists Helping Chemists in Research and Industry 

aldrich chemical company. inc. 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman 

March 13519387 

Dr. William Robinson 

Pierpont Morgan Library ; 

29 East 36th Street 

New York, New York 10016 © 

Dear Bill: 

The more I look at. the portrait by Maes, the better I like it. Another 

painting that I have you to thank. I do believe that it could well be a 
self-portrait, but how does one make sure? 

Enclosed are a few photographs. of recent acquisitions. 

One, now half cleaned, is that old man that you and I looked at together 

at Christie's. It is absolutely stunning in color and clearly a fragment 

of a very large painting. : 

ANETTA ERE US vt Cte gee ant 

Another is a very beautiful, small round painting from the Spencer collection, 
where it was called--surely correctly--Solomon de Bray. It is illustrated 

in the key article by von Moltke. 

The third is a period, school painting after Rembrandt's etching of the 
Ratcatcher. 

The fourth, the portrait of an elegant man, is a real puzzler. As you will E 

see, it is painted on top of a reverse portrait of a man whose eyes you can f 
% just discern. The face of the man is just beautiful, but the hands, while 3 

quite well painted, rather coarse. I wonder whether we are really dealing 

with a very elegant forgery. 

Looking through the New York catalogs of the week after next, there is 

nothing that I can see at Christie's other than possibly that Cecil B..de 

Mille production by van Troyen. Sotheby has a very curious Baptism of the 

Eunuch which had been in their catalog last June, but was then withdrawn. 
It comes from the Oldenburg Gallery, and was offered to me as a Rembrandt in 

Vienna in the 1950's. Hope springs eternal, but I don't think that this is 

by Rembrandt, although it is a very nice painting. In the 1950's, the owners 

wanted $10,000 which I didn't have. If I may, I will call you just before 

the sale to discuss your thoughts about this painting. 

nT 

181 ASTRA TNE Ks MOR 

P.O. Box 355, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 USA, Telephone (414) 273-3850, Cable Aldrichem TWX 910-262-3052, Telex 26-843 
PRON 





“ Chemists Helping Chemists in Research and Industry 

aldrich chemical company. inc. 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman 

March 20, 1987 

Dr. Christopher Brown 

Curator 

National Gallery of London 

Trafalgar Square 

London WC2N 5DN, England 

Dear Christopher: 

May I ask you for your help with the puzzle which I acquired in a trade 
of several paintings, recently. 

$v 

As you will see ew the photograph enclosed, it is a Grisaille of Gaspar 
de Crayer, surely very close to the Grisaille listed DyeonllthmasmNom 751 
then in the collection of the Duke of Buccleuch. 

Do you know whether the original Grisaille is still in the collection of 
the Duke of Buccleuch, and do you know whether it is illustrated in any of 
the books on van Dyke. a 

My sketch came from the Central Picture Gallery in New York, and I suspect 
that the Klein's bought it at Christie's in London some 15 or 20 years ago. 

The face of my sketch is beautifully painted, but the body and particularly 
the hands are less well done. Also, in comparing my painting with the 
print by Paul du Pont which I have, I see that the fingers in the print, 
and hence presumably in the original Grisaille, are very much longer than 
in my sketch. 

I just don't know whether my sketch is period or a much later forgery. What 
I find so very intriguing is that my sketch is painted on top of the face 
of a man, in_reverse. Unfortunately only half of the face remains. You can 
see the eyes looking at you at the very top of the painting. 

If you think that my sketch has a chance of being period, then I would like 
to bring it to England to show you for your opinion. It is on panel, only 
9-1/2 by 7-1/2 inches and so would fit easily into my briefcase. 

P.O. Box 355, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 USA, Telephone (414) 273-3850, Cable Aldrichem TWX 910-262-3052, Telex 26-843 
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Dr. Christopher Brown ae BI 
National Gallery of LONDON ah 

March 20, 1987 Nese 
Page Two 

Isabel and I very much look forward to seeing you in July and hope that we 

will be able to spend at least one evening together. 

Fond regards. 

As always, 

Alfred Bader 

AB :mmh 

Enclosure 
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Chemists Helping Chemists in Research and Industry 

aldrich chemical company, imc- 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman 

March 23, 1987 

Prof. Joaneth Spicer 

Department of Art History 

University of Toronto 

80 St. George Street 

Toronto, Ontario M5S LAl 

Canada 

Dear Prof. Spicer: 

Dr. Martha Wolff told me that you are studying the Grisaille sketches by 

van Dyck, and so I am wondering whether you might help me with a sketch 

I acquired recently, per photograph enclosed. 

Clearly it is related to the Grisaille of Gaspar de Crayer which is in the 

collection of the Duke of Buccleuch. Looking at my sketch I like the head 

very much indeed, but the work gets weaker with the dress and hands. Do you 

have any idea who might have made sketches after van Dyck in this manner? 

The most intriguing aspect of this panel is that there is a face under this 

sketch. You can see the eyes looking at you at the very top. Unfortunately, 

only half of the face is left, and it is in reverse to the image of de 

Crayer. 

Many thanks for any help you can give me, and best personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alfred Bader 

AB:mmh 

Enclosure 

P.O. Box 355, Milwaukee, Wisconsin $3201 IISA. Teleohone (414) 273-3850, Cable Aldricham TWX 910-262-2052, Telex 28-843 





The National Gallery 
TRAFALGAR SQUARE +: LONDON -: WC2N 5DN 

Telephone 01-839 3321 

2nd April 1987 

Dr Alfred Bader 

Chairman 

Aldrich Chemical Company Inc 
POPBOxXES 55> 

Milwaukee 

WISCONSIN 53201 

USA 

j {- 
AS an ven , ys 

I have just got back from symposia in Stockholm and 
Braunschweig and so have only just seen your letter of 20th 

March with the photograph of your sketch. As Bill said, an 
Original. ts4sta ll at Boughton, «and, .Lnetact, sl, was there on 

Saturday looking at the series with Egbert. I am hoping that 
we may exhibit at least some of them in a small show here in 
London within the next few years. I really do not know when 
your copy was done, but I would of course be very happy to have 

a look at it when you are in London in July. Under separate 
cover I am sending a copy of the German edition of my book on 

Van Dyck: I am afraid that I have run out of the English 
edition. 

I very much look forward to seeing you both in July. 

J — “VV 

Dr. Christopher Brown 

Deputy Keeper 
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aldrich chemical company. imc. 

Dr. Alfred Bader 
Chairman March 27, 1987 
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Dr. Seymour Slive 

The Fogg Museum 

Harvard University 

32 Quincy Street 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

z Dear Seymour: 

Thank you so much for your most helpful letter of March 23rd. 

Let me share with you why I acquire copies like the one of Caspar de Crayer. 

The Milwaukee Art Museum has asked Isabel and me to be guest curators of an 
exhibition in 1988 on all sorts of problems of connoisseurship; problems 
of condition, authenticity, etc., etc. This copy is intriguing because 
of the painting underneath, and we'll see what the X-ray will show. I 
acquired it in a trade, at a negligible cost. 

AD LOLS bre) wi.) 

Ce BR ew at et 

For the same reason I acquired two fragments and enclose photos, just for 
your amusement. The photo of the 16th century work, close to Heemskerk was 

: taken with our camera obscura. The other fragment, now half cleaned, I 
really like; the colors--rich gold and red--are beautiful. When completely 
dirty I had hoped for a late Lievens, but now I think it's more likely to be 
a Haarlem mannerist. I'd like to exhibit it half-cleaned, but I am not sure 
whether I have the patience to wait three years. Perhaps lightning will 
‘strike and someone will find a drawing for the complete composition. The 
Christie's catalog called it a hermit saint--that it isn't. 

PE RTE INN Phe 

The copy after the Rembrandt Ratcatcher print is old and in bright, light 
colors; slide is enclosed. I bought it to show in the exhibition with the 
print. For the same reason I attempted to buy the copy after the lost 
Baptism of the Eunuch, which was in today's Sotheby sale (No. 22), but I 
gave up. Over $40,000 for a beautiful copy: genug ist genug. 

The Terbrugghen exhibition must be lovely, and I am afraid I'll miss it 
also. But surely you know most of the paintings-~but it would be great 
to see them all together. 

Fond regards. 

As/always, 
\ 

Vere eees 

Alfred Bader 

AB:mmh 

losures ; 
P.O. Bok tS: iaeecken Wisconsin 53201 USA, Telephone (414) 273-3850, Cable Aldrichem TWX 910-262-3052, Telex 26-843 
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