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1985 so far has been a year of and sorrow. The happy vart was that I was
honoured $o receive advice frm’gr Governor-~General tm it is pro;:oaed to
subnit your name to The Queen for the homour of Officer of the British Empire
{0BE) in recognition of your services to New Zesland, on the occasion of the
 New Year"s The public announcement was mede in our media on 29 December and
that started a flood of telegroms, persomal and telephone calls and letters
from all over New Zealands Then on 29 May I attended the Investiture at "
Governmeat louse, Wellington,and at a simple ceremony, but very inprecsive, *::a:-
received the insignia of the Order with about 70 others who were recipients
of various eivil and militory honours. In the evening of that day I invited
a punber of my old Wellington friends and working associated to & cocktail
party at o friend's home to celebrate. These people had all contributed
significantly to my achievements over the years. I was extremely glad that
uy brother and sister-in-law from here (Tauranca) were able to be with me and
I have some lovely photographs taken by the official yhotosraphw. tM «M
and by my sister-in-law s lasting memories.
The sad news is that since our return from the Investiture in J’naylg Wlur
Allan's health hes been gradually deteriorating. He has been offering from
some blood cancer as my older brother died of about 7 years age and -m known |
since the diagnocis about five years ago, that there was no Mi- ‘He went i |
straight into hospital for a blood transfusion the day after we got home and
in and out of hespital having treatment wntil qgmtm about the middle
of August that there waec nothing more the dg Mm him and his
prognesis was theb-he could live for only #HQ) bhge As I wrilc
thic his end is very close. g canme hone {rom boapiml about <0 AUZUSE and
June, his wife, has beez nursing him therse. She has had uanderfnl support froam
the doctors, the local hospitcl, public hoglth hurses and particularly har
family. But :Ltuamtvmmtic tine for all of us.
el gy B i ok St ind b ek oy
1 have had to attd the Intew onal
Federation of Business & Profescional wmmu ‘taking place in Auckland
here this very week. I had registered o atbend but did aot feel I could go
anay from Tauranga at this time. Tharé are aboit 1000 women there from over
50 countries aaau I kmow from my otiendance at a similaw one in Buenos M.:nm
Argentina, in 1974, they are vory exciting and stimulating meetings.
I am most thankful that my health iais year has been yery much better tham last.
mmmmuwmrmnmmwmrmmmmw ‘
ecancer operations last year.
!Myﬁanﬂmw 1985 thtucaummungywymuum }
for in the New Year to come. . :
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Supporting the work of
The Chest, Heart and Stroke Association
Tavistock House North, London WCIH 9JE
65 North Castle Street, Edinburgh EH2 3LT
28 Bedford Street, Belfast BT2 7FJ

With
Best Wishes for Christmas
and the New Year
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The Last Spike,7Nov./885
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RI0O GRANDE AND SIERRA DEL CARMEN RANGE
Big Bend National Park, Texas

The majestic beauty of Mexico’s Sierra del Carmen presents
a dramatic background for the Rio Grande when viewed from

Big Bend National Park, Texas. 7{
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Feb, 10/85

Dear Dr. Douglas,
I don't know whether you saw the death notlce

for Phebe Prowse %hlch appeared in both Montreal's "The Gazette"
and Toronto's "The Globe & Mail" on Feb. 7 & 8. I helped Phebe
move up to Guelph from Montreal in Nov, 1983 and saw her as recentll,
as Jan, 13 there. She was not well enough to be dressed that day
but we had a short visit, It was a week or two after that she wag
taken by ambulance to the Guelph Hospital and she died from an
ulcer haemorrhaging on Feb. 5. I went to the funeral home in
Mtl. on Feb, 8 to express my condolences to her four nieces and
Robert

her nephew. Her nephew/and one niece, Phebe, live in Toronto and
they had been with her as she died E§£$ﬂa}995ed as though she uaLw

Jjust asleép in the coffin, The servicgqin the chapel of St, Andrew;
and St. Paul's Presbyterian Church (next to the Museum) was a very
moving one - short though it was - as the minister recalled her
life as teacher and librarian and the award to her by the Sir Geo.
Williams Alumi in 1952 (she received her B.A. from Sir Geo.'s).
The death notice showing her B,A. and B,L.S. did not mention the

McGill diploma in 1924 for Physical Education which she must have

received when she was only 20, The death ntoice said "in lie?~3£>/
\\‘7 netilée




-

flowers donations to McGill University in memory of Rosalie

meDonald McLlea", which I thought very appropriate as McGill
celebrates the graduation of the first class of women at MeGill,
Phebe always looked forward to seeing you when you were

in Montreal, so I thought I would send you a personal note about
her,

Another person who was always glad when you were able to make
a visit to Montreal is Charles Patton, of course, He is pretty
frail now but does go out,and was in Italy, Spain and England in
the autumn of 1983, I often talk to him on the phone,

Phebe is being buried in the General Protestant Cemetery at
St. John's Newfoundland., Her brother still lives near Corner Brook
in Nfld, where one of the married nieces lives with her husband,
Her sister is still alive - in Victoria, B.C. - but her mind has
gone, Phebe and I had a wonderful trip to Nfld, in 1967 when T
met the brother, the niece, Roberta, still living in Cornerbrook
and the niece, Patricia, who now lives in Winnipeg with her husband
Gwenyth lives in Vancouver,

Hope you are enjoying being 90 years young!

Sincerely, -i;;5¢vli{
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May Joy fill vour Heart
This festive Season
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A TEENAGER’S CHOICE

To be a girl and see

Beauty in flower, bird and tree;

To follow right and truth and know
The emptiness of pomp and show.

To keep my mind alert and pure and free,
That Truth and Beauty may abide in me;

To follow ever upward Life’s high quest;

And find, through knowing God, my very best.

I would be friend of all, the lone, the friendless;
I would be giving and forget the gift;

I would be humble, for I know my weakness;

I would look up, and laugh, and love and lift.

— Mary Epcar, 1915

“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound
of cure.”

—ES.L.

May all the joy tﬂe seasor brings
be yours during the Holidays
and throughout the New Year

/H‘P Lo M
N’)M J do N*Ql] EVELYN S. LETT

1385 WEST 157H AVENUE
VANCOUVER, B.C.
V6H 1S2
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Hilda and Elizabeth Buckmaster
357 Victoria Street

KINGSTON, Ontario K7L 3Z4
PH. 613-548-3901

hbc""“'{ l:/&d“{/[ @/ﬁﬂggdzh November 1985 ~ //( /2)/‘5

"Time present is a room, time past, a window
Time future, a door". G. Walter Paul

Our 1984 letter told of the good luck we had had in finding an unwanted ramp which we
were able to acquire--as a gift--and have installed for us by our good neighbours, the
Rawsons. Emboldened by this, we went ahead and installed a chair-glide. One step up from
the entrance hall you sit in an armchair, press a button, and the chair moves up a "mountain-
rack-rail", turns at the half-landing corner and arrives upstairs. A lever turns the chair
to face the bedroom-floor landing and enables the passenger to step off easily. It cost the
earth! but since we had spent next to nothing on the ramp, we took a deep breath--and bought
it! It has been a godsend. We use it all the time. No longer does it matter if you leave
something behind!

Elizabeth's fall in April 1984, resulting in a dislocated hip, has plagued her ever
since. Now at long last she is home again. Since this has been a year of hospital visiting
and tiring treatments, life has been "sotto voce"--as mother used to say--and Hilda faces a
cataract operation just before Christmas--but we have been blessed with some very welcome
visitors; flying visits from our U.S.A. friends, Slly Curtis, Marian Hamilton, and our
cousin Margaret Bowell, cousin Peter and Sue Swayne from Vancouver, and Jack and Mary
Harrison from England. Also--a rare treat--from Australia my old friend from Toronto
days, Padmini Murari (now 0'Brien) with her two beautiful daughters Nalina and Vimela,
enhanced with the most charming manners. Our Buckmaster cousin Mary Tasker (from Bath)
spent Christmas with us (and now we are looking forward to a return visit this Christmas).
Wolfgang Fuchs and his wife, Dorothy, have been for short visits. Wolfgang s recently
retired from a professorship at Cornell. In the early Hitler era he came to us at Mill
Hi11l Park, and made his base at No. 16. Mother used to say of him--"The German World War
One robbed me of my only son, Ralph, but the German World War Two gave me a new son,
Wolfgang".

Elizabeth has continued to make contributions to the "Ontario Churchman", "Vista", and
"St, Luke's Newsletter", and has done some English and some speech coaching in connection
with Queen's University Clinical Learning Centre--sometimes from her hospital bed! Hilda
has "kept her end up" with occasional "Letters to the Editor". One public appearance was
to "open" an Art Exhibition on Maritime subjects, shown on board the "Ciudad da Inca",

a square-rigged sailing ship berthed by the Maritime museum. Another "happening" was

being the Guest of Honour at a Wardroom Dinner occasion for H.M.C.S. Cataraqui: a nostalgic
occasion for "Chief Officer W.R.N.S. ret'd". A fun occasion was when Bill Fitsell's
“People" column in our local daily paper, invited contributions relating to the pending
re-appearnce of Halley's Comet. I sent in a paragraph concerning the former (1910) occa-
sion when Daddy took me up to Shepherd's field at Mullion. I recall seeing a long ribbon
of light, and beyond that a low curtain of flickering light-the Aurora Borealis!-
Apparently no one else's memory went back as far--so I won the prize! a book by Terance
Dickenson, entitlgfd "Halley's Comet: a mysterious visitor from outer space.”

The garden did not get much attention this year though the birds or squirrels helped
by planting a couple of chestnut trees, and some green beans! The snow peas were a
failure, and the raspberry canes produced one berry---but the tomatoes have been
exceptionally fine, huge and of excellent TTavour.

We continue to be surrounded by "T.L.C.". Our doctor drops in every week. Neighbours
shop and fetch and carry for us and drive us to church. We have students to help us, one
in the mornings, and another in the evenings -- so the meals are all covered and the
necessary chores -- so we live in the lap of Edwardian luxury, "Upstairs and Downstairs"!
So don't hesitate to come and visit. We'd love to welcome you, and Kingston is really a
very attractive small city with pleasant rural surroundings, not to mention Lake Ontario
at the end of our road!

With warmest Christmas and New Year greetings from Hilda and Elizabeth Buckmaster.

"When I was a child, I laughed and wept, R e
, ---Time Crept
"When I was a youth, I dreamed and talked
---Time walked
"When I became a full-grown man

---Time ran

"And later as I older grew
---Time flew

"Soon shall I find whilst travelling on
---Time gone

Jesus, then grant to me -- Eternity.
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Best Wishes for The Holiday Season
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Lake Windermere

_ © Rory Turner
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