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Women at McGill, The First Hundred Years
Cent ans de présence féminine a McGill
1884-1984

14th March 1983

Dr. A. Vibert Douglas,
401 - 67 Sydenham street,
Kingston, Ontario K7L 3H2.

Dear Professor Douglas,

In 1984 McGill celebrates the 100th anniversary of the Admission of
women to the University. Just a hundred years ago, some twenty-eight
young women made history by becoming "regular" or "partial” students in
the Faculty of Arts. Their achievment and the efforts of the thousands
of women who have followed them will be acknowledged in a variety of
events now being planned for the 1984-85 academic year by a special
Centennial Committee.

As part of the Centennial programme, we are hoping to follow on from We
Walked Very Warily: A History of Women at McGill with a book written by
some women of McGill. We envisage a series of essays by perhaps twenty
women who have been associated with the University as students, as
professors or in other capacities. We do not expect these essays to be
statistically representative of certain Faculties, disciplines or eras
- rather, we would like to know more of the individual women who have
contributed to the richness of the McGill milieu. Certainly we would
like to have their assessment of their experience at McGill, but we
would also like to know more about them personally, to understand what
prompted them to undertake the careers they did, to learn their views
of women's place in society. We do not expect them to have identical
opinions on the latter, some may be feminists, some will not. There is
no party line.

We acknowledge that we are, in part, copying from the University of
Melbourne where one of the ways in which the centenary of the first
woman graduate (1883) is being honoured is by the publication of The
Half Open Door. The editors of that book of sixteen essays asked women

connected with the University of Melbourne "to reflect on their lives,
and attempt to relate for others the most significant formative
influences on their lives"”. Like them, we want to know about the women
of our University as writers, scientists, historians, educators and
such, and we also want to know about their ideas and values. In a
general way, we also want to try to understand what factors have
precipitated women into academic life, what accounts for success, why
do some women persevere and others not, why are there still relatively
few women at the top of the professions. Like the editors of The Half
Open Door, we feel a sense of responsibility for preserving for later

McGill University, 845 Sherbrooke St. W, F. Cyril James Building, Room 608, Montréal, Québec H3A 2T5 Tel. (514) 392-4525




generations something of the lives and opinions of our contemporaries.
Since letters and diaries have gone out of style and since few ordinary
people record their lives in the modern media, it seems to us that the
autobiographical essay is one way in which individual voices of this
century will be heard in the next. For that is another of our
ambitions. We want our publication to be one of the enduring outcomes
of the Centennial Celebrations. We are happy to report that The Half
Open Door has been met with much acclaim and find this very
encouraging, justifying our expectations and leading us to believe that
our efforts will be similarly successful. For our title we have
borrowed a line from Lillian Hellman and plan to call our book "A Fair
Shake".

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to participate in our
project by contributing an essay on your own life. You may begin with
your family and childhood or at any point along the way and deal with
any aspect of your career that you care to share with others. We want
to assure you that we have no set pattern for these essays. We expect
them to be highly individual and you are free to say whatever you want.
The only formal guidelines we offer is that your autobiographical essay
should be about twenty typed, double-spaced pages and, since we are
striving for publication in early autumn 1984, we would need to have
your manuscript by August 15, 1983. We trust that it will be feasible
for you to squeeze this into your summer schedule.

We do hope you will accept this invitation and would be pleased to
answer any queries you may have. We would appreciate your response by
April 6th, 1983.

éﬁjurs sincerely,

M;iggjii Gillett

Macdonald Professor of Education.
(514)-392-8833

Loy 5852 C 1

Kay Sibbald
Associate Dean of Students
(514)-392-5364



Grasmere

- Naylor, Cartmel W.I.
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Ibaragi (The Demon Ibaragi)
By Zeshin Shibata (1845). 1.6x1.3 meters.

In a scene from an ancient legend about a demon and a warrior,
the demon Ibaragi transforms itself into the warrior’s aunt and whirls
up toward the sky after recovering its arm that had been severed by

the swordsman,
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Redpath Museum, built 1882
McGill University, Montreal
Design: Mike Green, 1971
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Musée Redpath, construit en 1882
Université McGill, Montréal
Dessin: Mike Green, 1971
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Proceeds to the Women Associates of McGill Bursary Fund
Au profit des bourses de I'’Association des dames de McGill

="/
[ ~

i Kedpal, Mazeunt,







ristmas, 19872

Dear . -

I'm afraid you're ke2ing short-changed
thie yerr.: do forgive. In Octoter 1982 in
China, I jumped off a bus with my camera case
in my right hand. Its weight threw me com-
pletely off bslance, landing my flaton my sa-
crum. Fortunately we had seen everything =nd
were leaving Canton the next morning so dur-
ing the five-eix days it took to get home, I
was either' in bed orina wheel chrir, waving
like Q.E. at my walking friends!

The fall did something to my central ner~
vous system which affects my walking, and
also my tvping . (My fingers don't seem to
know where the keys are any more, so forgive
the patches.

Fred's book "This is the Prorhet Jesus"
is excellent ani is doing very well. $12.50
in stores if they have it butthey could get

it. Margie's pace-maker works fine. We are
all going to Florida for 10 weeks, hoping the
warm swimming will mske a new woman out of sn
old one. Love,



cHoppy Chridlmas
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Holiday Greetings
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Robin
by Basil Ede

,’//;/(/{ /

. »: " = © Royle Publications Ltd.
Birds are a national heritage and need your protection Prntedin England by Royle Print Liited




Christmas Greetings
and best wishes for
the New Year

Dr. Marianne Welter

20
(LRSPB
The Royal Soci r the Protection of Birds 18 Sandileigh Avenue
Dept. XC, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL West Didsbury
Manchester M20 9LW

The Royal Society for the
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%hing you every happiness
throughout the season.
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Design by Bahman Dadkhah, Iran. Courtesy of the
Institute for the Intellectual Development of
Children, Tehran (Iran), to benefit UNICEF, the
United Nations Children's Fund.

Composition par Bahman Dadkhah, Iran. Repro-
duction autorisée au profit du Fonds des Nations
Unies pour I'enfance (UNICEF) par l'institut pour
le développement intellectuel de I'enfant, Téhéran
(Iran).

Obra de Bahman Dadkhah, del Iran; cortesia de
Institute for the Intellectual Development of
Children, Teheran (Iran). Contribucion al UNICEF,
el Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Infancia.

Printed in Switzerland
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May your heart be filled

with joy and peace

®lory to God in the highest, and on earth throughout this

peace, good fill tomard men.

Liuke 2:14 Christmas Season
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C%ea&on’s Creetings

and best wishes for the coming year.
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