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K My R\q\

63 Commissioners Road East,
Highland Heights,

London 16, Ontario

July 21, 1971

Dr. J. A. V. Douglas,
University of Ottawa,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

Dear Doctor,

Sometime ago I cut out an artcle and a photograph of you and your
collegues at a symposium here in London last spring. I inteneded
to write you then - and now in moving to another address I find
what has not been done.

My purpose - not just curiosity, as I am the current historian of

the Douglases and am leaving for Edinburgh for the next year (or

more) and have rented our house deseribed municipally above. You

bear a marked likensss to my brother in Vancouver and to an Aberdonian
Douglas in Toronto whose father hailed from that City.

I may have your branch (or twig of a branch) in my records of the
three branches from the original "tree". If you would care to
'£i1l me in' I shall be happy to give vou details. If not now
in my records, I may sncounter it in my current effort.

Tgis is my most intriguing hobby and thus, there is no charge.

Sincerely,

3

EARD® DOUGLAS, .A.Scot.

NB.I am a second generation Canadian. That does not mean I am pleased
with that designation but instead, may be abandoning this country.
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12 Hazards Road
Weymouth.
November 3rd.71 Meanukau

My dear Allie

Your letter, with the pews ahout Olga, came
yesterday, and - as you may imagine- my thoughts have been
very much with you. It was 80 good of you to write 890
fully, at this troublous time, for I fear the main burden
hag fallen on you, our dear stalwart one. The family is
blest with having you. j

curiously enourh, the news ceme easlly to me, for 1 had
been dreading Olga's return to Canada and the consequent
facing of her loss of John all over again. Somehow, I found
myself hoping she would be spared that returnNee o

I feel a deep sympathy for Mery, for she must have felt
guilty (quite irrationally) at having left her Mother in order
fo take a holiday with the one of her cholce, It must have
given her a bad shock. I am so glad she has you at her back.

I 40 so agree that Olga was mercifully spared a troublesome

end and that her spirits were buoyant until the last. She
had been so courageous. in the face of incurable dlsease, using
her allotted time so wisely, enjoyling life as fully as she

could. What a triumphent lasst year she had, with her exhibition:
The youth of her spirit will live on 1n her paintings. :

Humanly speaking, she has left a gap which cannot be filled,

T sholl mies the thousnt of fher very deepry. : v

Often, inevitably, I contrasgted her full life with my own
restricted one. As I grow older I am only too thankful to
have a good shell into which to creep when things seem a Bit
hard to take. Freya tends to think I should 'spend myself'
more with people, but disillusions have made me cautlous, and
I do not think I have much to give. A few constant friends,
the caring love given me by my dear Freya, the interest of the
garden, short drives out to see the countryside, books..these
precious things give me enough to live for. I guard my health
so far es I can, for an ageing person can get to be such a
nuisance!

Rut Olga, with her mery friends and family to help her, was
able, from her abundant source of energy, to move forward.

The first sight I caught of Olga was on the station at
Paddington, when we were hoth going up to Oxford for our first
term, October-1913. Her parents were seeing her off. She was
wearine a sriking 'Russian' hat in black fur, high in the
crown, and with her corn-fair halr she looked magnificent!

I did not expect to see her again, but that very evening, &s
I watched the flow of young women coming down the stairs to
the dining hall, there she was! 3

We 413 not become really friendly until our second year.




