


ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

Burlington House,
London, W.1.

1956 February.

Dear 37{1 yw& s

As you will be aware, the expenditure of the Royal Astronomical
Society has considerably exceeded its income for the past few years.
The deficits have been due to heavy increases in costs and a further
rise is expected in the coming year. In 1955 the deficit reached
£843, and at the Annual Meeting on February 10 last it was resolved
to increase the annual contribution from three to four guineas and to
make a corresponding increase in composition fees. In the hope of
improving the financial situation still further, the Council has decided
to 1ssue an appeal for donations to those Fellows who in past years
have compounded on terms which are favourable by comparison
with the present rates.

In inviting you as a compounder to make a donation to the Society’s
funds, may I draw your attention to the seven-year covenant as a
means of increasing the value of any donation you may feel able to
make to the Society 7 Sums of money paid annually to the Society
under a covenant covering a period of at least seven years are treated
for tax purposes not as income of the person making the covenant but
as income of the Society. Since the Society is not liable to income tax,
whereas in general the donor 1s; the Intand Revenue authorities will
refund to the Society any income tax already paid by the donor in
respect of the sums involved. In this way a donation of (say) /7 paid
not as a lump sum, but in seven annual instalments under a deed of
covenant, by a Fellow liable to income tax at the full rate of 8s. 64.
in the £, is worth to the Society the sum of L12 3s. 6d., that is, the
47 donation from the Fellow plus 5 3s. 6d. income tax recovered
from the Inland Revenue authorities.

If you are willing to assist the Society by a donation, you are
asked to sign and return to the Assistant Secretary the enclosed form of
covenant, completing it for one-seventh of the total sum you are
prepared to contribute. This does no more than bind you to make
your donation in seven equal annual instalments. Subsequently you
will be asked, when you actually pay the instalment each year, to
complete and return a tax deduction certificate setting out the amount
of tax paid.  Should this be less than the full amount at the standard
rate, the Society will be glad to refund to you any resulting increase
in your tax liability. There are no other formalities. If you will
do this, you can, with very little trouble to yourself, respond to the
Council’s appeal in a way which may almost double the value of your
donation to the Society.

Yours sincerely,

A =)
Treasurer.
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY .
ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED |

OR SENT BY  ORDINARY -MAiL
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5 Broadwater Down

Tunbridge Wells
Kent 27th December 1956

Dear Miss Douglas,

I recently received from Thos. Nelson & Sons Ltd,,
a copy of your 'Life of Arthur Stanley Eddington' with a note
saying that it was sent with your compliments. I wish to
thark you for your kind thought. I have much enjoyed reading
your book, which has brought back to me many happy memories.
You have succeeded well in a difficult task, for Eddington's
life was in no sense spectacular and it was no easy matter to
give accounts of his scientific work and of the development of
his thought and philosophy, that would interest both the general
reader and the scientist,

I found it most interesting to live again through
those exciting meetings of the R.A.S., when Iddington was pre-
_senting his sueccession of important papers and when Jeans, Milne
and Eddington were protagonists in stimulating discussions.

I should like to congratulate you on your success in
a diffiecult task. The book should have - and I hope will have -
a large sale. It was an excellent idea to include two pages
f Eddington's neat MS in his familiar and characteristic hand-
writing.

With kind regards and best wishes for the New Year,
Yours sincerely,

(Signed) C. Spencer Jones

e Dido

wp——.



