


On Train - Princeton to New York,

1954 Jan. 4

Mon Cher

I have had a very wonderful £ hour with Einstein, He has
a magsive head and a great sense of humour. ‘I got to Princeton
at 10:40 and walked on and on beyond the College Buildings and
white houses of residents and then the huge CGrad. School and on
another balf mile through fidds and country side to $he brick Inst. of
Adv,St, - to be told Einstein was at home with a cold but would
see me there, They kindly sent a girl in the Inst. bus to take
me to his little white house in the Town -~ a hougekeeper took me
up to bis study - a glass wall looking over fields and adjacent
gardens = two walls of book ¢ases, books and reprints.. He dn a
large chair in his brown dressing gown with a brown silk muffler
round his neck, his Secretary, a Miss Hoffman, by him at & small
low square table with Math M8 on it and ashtrays and a little
carved monk,

He gave me one instance when Edd- had the insight to
realize first that "the displacement fieid made the inertial
field unnecessary” - I got him at the end to dictate to me that
one sentence, e says every worker in this region has his own
cosmology and who can say whe is right, He thinks not Edd, nor
Lemantre, ner Milne (much too uncritical) mor deSitter, nor Werl.

He does not like the creation of matter theory of Jordan,
Bondi Gold Hoyle, I asked him who were the. greatest intellects
he had met = his reply: Lorentz = "a towering” thinker and pioneer.
He thought Willard Gibbs may have been in that eategory, but he never
met him,

He liked, and admired, des:ttter‘ hvi-civita. Edd- and his
old teacher of Maths in Zurich, MinKowski, but did not place any
of them besgide Iorentz. :

Plank he thought had imagination and genius, but Was uneven =

In hie downstairs sitting room are two lovely inlaid wood
against the wall cases and small cupboards - oné had a top and a
canopy and on & shelf of it a lovely small Madonna and Child, and
two other objects of religious art and & Chinese Philosopher beggar-
men statuette.

g He said he enjoyed them as art - speaking about Quakers he said <
*If I were not a Jew I would be a Quaker”.

Tn his study a "photo of Ghendi and of a Jeidsh Painter -
Of Ghandi he said ="the greatest figure of our times" -

Binstein vas Edd's guest at Cembridge - when Bid vas made @
Knight = he has happy memories of Edd in bi;\home.

-
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He thinks all the 137 theory i€ an ingenious highly

imaginative tour de foree - but is not convinced that Edd. achieved

anything in his fund-theory = nothing new has come out of 1t to
give deeper insight inte physiecsl law, In his judgement Edd was
not sufficiently self-critical = Of his Astrophysice no words are
too high praise, however = . : :

Also Einstein enjoyed Edd's besutiful use of English, but
feels that any attempt to put Math ideas into words for the general
reader = are inevitably misleading and he laughed and said "a .
scienti?t should remain obseure - when he popularizes he is being 2

& a‘?,so élﬂdI vent -8 grand guccess = now I must run and
will write tomorrow on train to Kingston . I go to a play with G,
Richard now and cateh midnight train to Montreal, - '



Presh Aunt Allie,

How are you? Thanks so for the card
“Yetter fom Mory came on Wednesday, She eent
g0 much love .and Bon Voyage., She has applied for a job

€
in Whitehorse. Poor us ! I think she is getting
tierd of the Air Photo job.
No word from the family si
1left but I'm sure that the summer j
Eve rything pretty busy here of course . I no?e
your crossing was clear and thag you had a good landing
in Brussells. What fun to think of you there seeing
that greast art gallery I hope almost too big.

Bill phoned me the other day, There is
a possibility thet we might get Jill Stuchberry,
i who is going to do theology somewhere,here at gqueen's
=gl we couiu offer her some advantages.
She is a reslly grand person, sectretary this year at
;cGill.She is a gr“duﬁte of McGill School of uCOch wor

Her undergraduate work was done 2t St, Andeews and

SeSRE

she receives hey dectoretefrom Wc0ﬁ11 this spring,
We were wondering if ther was any DOSsib 1 £

s wardenship next year here? This wr
way we would be a le to afford it. bhe is©

a tip top personand would make a perfect warde
Do what you thﬂ wise and that will be the be

ha &

Andy,Ian and I went to Chalmers this morning
{4 lather gave the sermen, he is really a fine person
with with the soundest view of Christainity thet

4 I' ve ever heard from a minister,

|

‘ Snow here and it is still coming down.

. Mary says that the skiing is =L1]1 good in the Gatineal
| I may have to go along to the C Ylonel later on this

| evening

. 1§

T brought back

pre)

i

usehold, Harry (Jeans lluscton
r ammuBeing comments about it, But I think
where it is not . crowded in
with too many
¢ of much more news now so will get back
to finish some essay% that are taking much too

ruch love precious Aunt,

much for everything you 2

)
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