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In the year of Teetotum 1899,

What 0ld Father Santa Claus
wants te say to his

Little Douglas and Alie,

Did'nt I laugh to find you, my dear Captain Douglas, and my
dearest little Alie,both asleep in your ni¢e warm cots when I dropped
dpwn the chimney to see you last night, What were you thinking about
not to wake up and give me a kiss, and pull my long beard just when I
was in the humour for it, But no - there you lay, both sleeping
and dreaming about something - something nice I am sure for you were
smiling so prettily that I almost thought you were two little angels in
blankets,

I wonder what you were dreaming and smiling about? Not
about Fairies, I am sure, Boys and girls only dream about Fairies in
Summer time, when they fly about here - there « and everywhere, in
gossamer dresses - which mean no dresses at all, But, Oh! my,it's too
cold for Fairies at Christmas time, It gives us the shivery shakeries
o0 think of them now, does'nt it?

Well, I think you were dreaming of me, of my big fur cap, and
gauntlets, my long white beard, and my big sleigh filled with all sorts
of things, drawn by my beautifwl prancing Reindeers, But, Oh! let me
tell you you must not forget next year, to leave a nice soda cracker,
and a piece of nice white sugar for my Reindeers -~ they are so good,
and they like crackers and sugar so much. I know~ or think I know -
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you were dreaming of me, begause I saw so many lovely smiles, and so
many pretty dimples playing on beth of your faces, First I tickled
your ears, then your noses, and then your eyes, with the big Peacock
feather, which you know I always carry, but it was all no use, you did
nothing but sleep, and dream, and smile,

At last knowing I must hurry, or I conld never finish my big
lists of callings, T had to leave you, fly up the chimney, and away,
and away, on the tops of the clouds, You know I have thousands of
other visits to make to my good boys and girls before morning day=
light comes in, so I rubbed my hands, put on my gloves, cracked my
whip to my prancing Reindeers, and off I galloped and left you all teo
&oﬁfselves, and your pretty dreams,

Well, how sorry I am that I lost my kisses, but the little
boxes I left for you at the foot of your cots, will show that I did'at
f orget you, and in remembrance of mel shall expect that you'll be two
of the very best of the best boys and girls in Montreal all through
the year till next Christmas comes agaim, and if I come again I'll
dance a snow dance on a grey goose's tooth-pick, Won't that be fun?

I have asked Grandma to give you this my parting message,
with four big kisses - two on each cheek - for each of you,

In three or four years when a big Leap year Christmas comes,
and you and I are jolly and well, you'll have to pay me off by tickling
my nose, and ears, and eyes, with a big Peatotk's feather too - then
we'll have a big time of it, dancing on the grey goose's tooth-pick, and
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with lots of laughing, jollity, and kisses all round, Won't we?

Now don't you forget me, and remember I1.am,
Your loving dear old

Santa Claus,
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"Doasom gtew - some Persimmons - some Mince Pies -~ some aweet Cakes -
gome Sugar Candies - sone Peanuts, 1ots oh em =~ some mepkin Pies -
some Raigins, and &f he brungs me a new pair of pants, and big, ‘
deep pookota in 'erm for Oranges and Temons and crackers and Jack=
Enives, golly! weuld'nt he be a good old Sfanta Claus -t

solly! Joe you is & greedy groundhug;,' aaid vato - "Dus you
athink det Santa Claus {s gioh a hig fool as you 15'3- Dus you 'Ehink o

he's agwiﬂe to ewpty his big Reindser sleigh jeet fo' yow, and dat

ne's rot nothing left fo! de regt of de Picinnies dats waitin' fo'
nim? Dus you think dat Senta Claus has nothing to do but to i1l wp
nis big Reindeer Sleigh and fakskx fool wid a mesn hoy niggon 1ixe

you is %% = ¥in go'se not - %anta (laus prings good things enly te
good people, not %o grabbing pipinnies like you, 80 sgtop vour greedy
nongense =% wpernaps Santa Claus wont hrugg you nothing.*

‘1011 be awful glad wmew, if Sante Claue brungs me & nise new
¢ap Flyad 3T peund wid brass butions = & pair bb Tep-beots, wey up
} to de knees, 80Ne Cakes and SONE cmﬁles. ef he doo;s i'c{ like %o
hug nim almost to death.®

Another little raseal said tha.t"he» would like Hanta Claus to
prung hinm 2 bran' new oea.‘t gnd mits, & chunk eb eake and some cand
and ef he would prung sowe nice gweat coffee fur Mammies Christmas
preskfast in de moynin' he would thenk him t411 he died - golly! 1
tose 1ike cotfas swest, but Memy alweys puts de kettle o ds hwb
away, 'canne she goys Bhe is afeartd 1 done _'gane wusted 'canse I

drink so rmeh. "

hen & rougish dooidng Flcliuny. wﬂtc hriwht spart) inp‘ cyos and

a mop of shagey wool aver‘ his head whispeﬂd "%v Pcto, af
Cleus dono goes pass me $o-night wid out fotehing me nothing, does
you & think I'se a'gwine %o mope a.nd ery ‘round de chinmy Qernlr‘
ail dny Jost fur de fun ob erying?- Go way wid you, I does no thing
6 ds Eind, 1 jest go and whistle and play de same as 17 sente Clal
peher coma'd ta de house, put ef he does coOme 21} de samd, Pete, AI
wish he'd fotoh me & big seldier drum and bress hen's wid &

goldier officer uhif'om; and wid geld laece and buttons Qn-_(i coat



'bi;;‘l'kripas up and dovwm de both legs ob de pahts, and a pair
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feathers all & ﬂying in de win' and gold =1} rourd de peck - Would'n ’

I be a bipc Gen'l then on a big white horme a pran&in' in de sun,
at de he'd ob de Reg'ment, like Gen'l Waahington 8 going to battle

abd to ficht de snﬂnius ob h:ls oeuntryh- Lor— a massey, | ate, muld' 2o S

e

nt de good nm*ta. (‘laue be [ a.ngul"- I“‘l pra.y de cood Tord dat
Sunta Claus jest fotch all dese to me.-* '

| . Then a 1ittle girl whispered, "Say Pch, dnu you know what I
mmt Santa Claus to bring me?%- #In go* se not' said Pato "Dees you
a ‘khink 3 knaws all de fool nongense dat runs thra‘ Q wool skull

. oh ;ypur Punkin head-" "Dar say you g 8 mmtin' %an:ba Claus to bring
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niggcr-“ * I did'nt want m*bing ob de klnd" "1‘ wmt Sant CIa.us te
bring me gome lovely Alabems flowers o take to d‘&!' o’id Aunt Binax
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. Hal’ elujahs ;tggfi Yord ’fqr eber :md ebnr.
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041y 1 oame from the chimmey and sav a long row of stockings
heﬂ.;in{, on the walls and these I quiekly filléd with good things from
t‘xe youn{, F’ing al\ Goldendrepms' Royal atorohouau. You may be sure
I did not orgnt the Tlowers for old A\mt mnah wWho was wa.iting to
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: Pic&nnios were aslcep, hut their stoekings hung around in antici-
pation e.. vy wisgit - Seargely had I finished £411ing the snoakings
‘ {(some were very lerge) vhen the back door below flew opm with & bang %
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wisa seoutad out 'In a1l de wo'ld Sm. whar did you get dat big;
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