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The Bible and the Modern World: Taking it Personally 

David Hawkin 
Me1norial University, Newfoundland 

The air is laden with tension. The chair of the meeting, 
squirming uncomfortably, is speaking. "This is a compromise," he 
declares. The woman sitting at his side, stem faced, nods her approval. 
The man sitting opposite, however, sadly shakes his head. The man next 
to him glowers across the table and utters a profanity under his breath. 
Others in the room stare silently down at the table in front of them. 

I am, of course, describing a religious studies departmental 
meeting. The topic is curriculum reform. Agreement has been reached, 
but the process has opened up divisions within the department deeper 
than the Grand Canyon. 

I was part of such a process a few years ago. The central issue 
was whether Christianity and biblical studies should cease to be distinct 
areas within the department. The prevailing view was that in a "modem" 
department of religious studies Christianity should have no special status 
and, a fortiori, biblical studies. In fact, there were some who seemed to 
think that biblical studies had no place at all in a religious studies 
department, reminding me somewhat of the debate that has surrounded 
the rift between the AAR and the SBL. In our new course curriculum 
both Christianity and biblical studies were removed from their previous 
central positions and relocated to the very periphery. We were told that 
now we were fully in tune with the moden1 world and the needs and 
desires of our students. Concretely, this translated into a kind of 
reductionistic pluralism. In response to the comment that it would be 
ridiculous to have someone graduating in a religious studies department 
without a single, solitary course in Christianity, one member of the 
department had replied that it was no more ridiculous than someone 
graduating in religious studies without a course in Wicca. When it was 
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pointed out that the modern world was unthinkable without Christianity', 
and that this merited it being given some pre-eminence in the curriculum, 
the reply was that the modem world was pluralistic, and in such a context 
a rehgion such as Confucianism was just as important as Christianity. 

The arguments put forward by my colleagues made me examine 
more closely what I was doing and why I was doing it. What had I 
learned by doing biblical studies, and what did I hope that my students 
would learn? I was led to reflect on my journey through biblical studies 
in a very personal way. I was reminded of the Semeia volume Taking it 
Personally.2 In this volume a number of biblical scholars tie their 
personal lives to the way they interpret the Bible. The more I thought 
about it, the more I saw that such an exercise as "taking it personally" 
could be very illuminating, and decided that I would do something 
similar in this address. Unhke some of the contributors to the Semeia 
volume, however, I shall not make this too much of a personal memoir. 
The details of my personal life are far too exciting to be made public. 
Rather I shall focus on some of the key thinkers who have been 
influential in my intellectual journey. It was when I thought about these 
people that I realized what I learned from biblical studies and why I have 
thought it important to pass on some of these insights to my students. 
How I came to make this discoverx is what I wish to share with you. 

I first fell in love with biblical studies when, as a 16 year old, I 
read C. H. Dodd's Parables of the Kingdom.3 This was, I realize now, 
not the typical reading of a 16 year old. But I thought it was a great book. 
Through his notion of realized eschatology Dodd turned the parables into 
easily comprehended stories about growth and development. When I 
later went on to university Dodd and his style of exegesis continued to 
guide my way of thinking about the Bible. Such exegesis assumed that 
one not only had access to what the Bible meant in its original context, 
but also to what it meant for people today. 

My outlook began to change when I went to graduate school. It 
was there that I encountered George Grant, and he was to have a lasting 
impact on me. I was in Grant's seminar on the thought of Plato. When it 

'This is actually the phrase of Hans Blumenberg, The Legitimacy of the Modern Age, 
~rans. Robert M. Wallace (Cambridge: Mass. MIT Press, 1983) 30. 
Taking it Personally: Autobiographical Biblical Criticism, eds. Jamie Capel Anderson & 

Jeffrey L. Staley (Semeia 72; Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1995). 
3C.H . Dodd, The Parables of the Kingdom (London:: Nisbet, 1936). 
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came to my tum to present a paper, I presented a critique of Plato based 
on the thinking of Karl Popper. It was, in retrospect, the kind of paper 
only a really naive graduate student would present. Or, to put it more 
simply, it was a really stupid thing to do. Grant was a Platonist, and the 
long, menacing silence which greeted the conclusion of my paper told 
me that he was not happy with what I had said. Finally he spoke. "I can 
see that I am going to have to defend Plato," he boomed, "but in this 
case, that will not be difficult." 

Grant had little time for New Testament scholarship, saying 
sarcastically, "Thousands of grown men have believed that they could 
penetrate to the core of the Christian religion by historical studies about 
its origins."4 That kind of comment was bound to get the attention of 
someone who hoped to devote the rest of his life to studying the New 
Testament. But as I became familiar with Grant's work, I realized that 
this dismissal of modem New Testament scholarship arose out of a very 
particular view of history and the Western tradition. Grant thought that 
Western Christianity had lost its vision of the Good, and had elevated 
Being above the Good. But as a Platonist, Grant believed that the Good 
was beyond Being, that is, the Good was beyond history and the 
contingent world. Modem Western society did not understand this, and 
had become encompassed by a blighted and impoverished horizon of 
meaning which was in radical discontinuity with its classical antecedents. 

. I found this idea extremely provocative, because it suggested a 
different way of understanding the modem world and how we have 
become what we are. It suggested that the paradigm of development and 
growth, which I had found in Dodd and which I simply applied to the 
whole of the Western tradition, may not be the best way to understand 
movements of thought. I was convinced that Grant's attack on biblical 
studies was unfair, but I had to recognize that the questions he raised 
were very important. In particular, the question of how to define 
continuity and discontinuity was clearly a central one. In what sense was 
the modem world related to that which had gone before it? And more 
particularly, how could the documents of the New Testament be related 
to our modem, secular world? Grant made me think about the relevance 
of what I was d?ing an? how the larger questions raised by philosophers 
such as Plato might be mcorporated into the agenda ofbiblical studies. In 
retrospect, I think this is why I chose to write my thesis on the Gospel of 

4George P. Grant, Time as History (CBC, Massey Lectures; Toronto: CBC, 1969) 4. 
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John. I think what initially attracted me to the Gospel of John was its 
seeming timeless philosophical quality. But, of course, John is a product 
of history, just like the other Gospels. And what became a source of 
fascination for me was the hermeneutical activity that could be seen to be 
going on within the pages of the Gospel of John once its historical 
horizon was understood. 

The scholar who made me most aware of this hermeneutical 
activity was Rudolf Bultmann. I found his two-volumed work, The 
Theology of the New Testament, particularly stimulating.5 The very 
arrangement of the work was intriguing. Bultmann divided it into four 
parts: (1) "Presuppositions and Motifs of New Testament Theology" 
(2) "The Theology of Paul" (3) "The Theology of the Gospel of John and 
the Johannine Epistles"; (4) "The Development Toward the Ancient 
Church." Such an arrangement throws into sharp reliefBultmann's major 
presuppositions. The historical context of the New Testament is 
discussed in the first and last sections. The two central sections, on Paul 
and John, rise above the restrictions of history and become the normative 
pillars on which Bultmann builds his own theology, central to which was 
his demythologizing programme. 

I found that reading Bultmann confirmed that I was more 
attracted to the Gospel of John than to Paul. For although Bultmann's 
interpretation of both Paul and John was trans-historical, I still found 
Paul's struggle with the Judaizers mired him in the particular and the 
oppressive, whereas John seemed far more sempiternal. Here, I thought, 
was a Gospel which had the capacity to reach across time and into the 
soul of every human. Bultmann clearly thought so too. To be sure, 
Bultmann recognized the historical character of John. He thought that it 
was written around the tum of the first century by someone who was 
influenced by gnosticising Judaism. But John had risen above his 
historical conditions, and radically reinterpreted the Christian message. 
He had taken the gnostic myth and Christianized it by emphasizing both a 
realized eschatology and, more importantly, a realistic incarnation. In 
doing so, John had set the precedent for the demythologizing programme 
which Bultmann claimed he was merely continuing. As Bultmann 
himself says: 

The decisive step was taken when Paul declared that the turning 
point from the old world to the new was not a matter of the 

5 Rudolf Bultmann, Theology of the New Testament (London: SCM, 1952). 
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future but did take place in the coming of Jesus Christ. ... To be 
sure, Paul still expected the end of the world as a cosmic 
drama ... but with the resurrection of Christ the decisive event 
had already happened .... After Paul, John de-mythologized the 
eschatology in a radical manner. For John the coming and 
departing of Jesus is the eschatological event. .. the resurrection 
of Jesus, Pentecost and the parousia of Jesus are one and the 
same event, and those who believe already have eternal life.6 

John's reinterpretation of the Christian message was for Bultn1ann a tour 
de force. The Evangelist had done two significant things. First, by his use 
of the gnostic myth he was appealing to the educated Hellenists of his 
time. But he had reformulated the myth in a way which repudiated 
Gnosticism's basic premise. Second, his de-mythologizing of 
eschatology had made it possible to transpose the Christian message into 
existential categories. This, for Bultmann, meant that the Johannine 
message could speak in a meaningful way to humans in the modem 
world. 

It was Ernst Kasemann who was to offer the most sustained 
critique of Bultmann's ideas. Kasemann was, of course, Bultmann's most 
renowned student, but ultimately he came to reject his master's 
teachings. In this he was following in the footsteps of others who have 
broken with their teachers (one thinks, for example, of Plato and 
Aristotle, Freud and Jung, Obi-Wan Kenobi and Anakin Skywalker). 
Kasemann came to repudiate the very heart of the Bultmannian 
enterprise, namely, Bultmann's existential and demythologizing 
programme. As Kasemann himself puts it, "When Bultmann even pulled 
Ignatius of Antioch into his existential interpretation and thus, to sharpen 
my point polemically, transferred Kierkegaard into the beginning of the 
second century, I had to break with him immediately."7 

On one level, Kasemann criticized Bultmann's claim that his 
demythologizing programme could bridge the gulf between the ancient 
and the modem. But on another level, he made a more fundamental 
critique. He said that Bultmann had actually misunderstood the Gospel 
from which he derived his demythologizing programme. Bultmann had 

6 Rudolf Bultmann, Jesus Christ and Mythology (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons 
1958) 32-33. ' 
7Ernst Kasemann, "What I have unlearned in 50 years as a German Theologian," 
Currents in Theology and Mission 15 ( 1988) 330. 
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always insisted that the Gospel of John was not gnostic because of the 
statement in 1:14 that the Word became flesh. In this Bultmann was 
following a tradition which stretched back to Irenaeus. Kasemann takes 
issue with this. In what sense, asks Kasemann, is he flesh who walks on 
water and through closed doors, cannot be captured by his enemies nor 
deceived by men, and permits Lazarus to remain in the grave for four 
days so that the miracle of raising him might appear more impressive? 
Does the statement "the Word became flesh" mean any more than that he 
descended into the world of man "and there came into contact with 
earthly existence, so that an encounter with him might be possible?" 
Kasemann believes that "the Word became flesh" receives its meaning 
from "we beheld his glory" ( 1: 14b ). The verse as a whole does not stress 
the humanity of the Word, as Bultmann maintained, but rather that the 
glory of God shines through the Word. The category of the Galilean 
teacher, which we find in the synoptics, does not fit the Johannine Jesus. 8 

In his claim that the focal point of the Gospel is not "the Word 
became flesh" but rather "we beheld his glory," Kasemann is decisively 
and significantly repudiating a fundamental premise of Bultmann 's 
theology. Bultmann had thought that Gnosticism was, in a way, 
overcome by the Johannine Evangelist, who brilliantly incorporated the 
gnosti~ ~yth into to his theology while at the same time emasculating it. 
Gnost1c1sm was emasculated by the Gospel's insistence that the Word 
was made flesh. Kasemann was thus doing something very significant 
when ~~ claimed that the Gospel writer had not succeeded in overcoming 
Gnost1c1sm. For Kasemann the Johannine writer had failed because his 
Christology was "naively docetic." 

While Kasemann's critique of Bultmann has to be taken 
seriously, it fails in the end to convince. First, Kasemann failed to see 
that the farewell discourses in the Gospel of John centre on Jesus' death 
thus emphasizing his humanity. Second, the label "naive doceticism': 
may apply to the theology of the pre-Johannine tradition, but not to that 
of the Evangelist himself. Third, Kasemann erred in the way he applied 

8 
Ernst Kasemann, The Testament of.!esus: A Study of the Gospel of .John in the Light of 

Chapter 17, trans. Gerhard Krodel (London: SCM Press, 1968) 8ff. See also his "Aufbau 
und Anlieg~n des johann~ischen Pologs", in Libertas Christiana. Festschrift fiir F. 
Delekat (Munch~n: C. Ka'1's~r Verlag, 1957) (ET: "The Structure and Purpose of the 
Prologue to John s Gospel, m New Testament Questions of Today [London: SCM 1969] 
138-167). ' 

LA SOCIETE CANADIENNE DES ETUDES BIBLIQUES 7 

later categories of discrimination to the New Testament.9 Bultmann, it 
seems to me, is correct in insisting that "The theme of the whole Gospel 
is the statement 'The Word became flesh'." 10 Yet there were unresolved 
issues raised by Bultmann's work. There are two questions in particular 
which come to mind. In the first place, did Bultmann's demythologizing 
programme really bridge the gap between the ancient and the modem? 
And second, if the Johannine writer had, by brilliantly appropriating 
Gnosticism 11 rendered it impotent, why did it not simply disappear for 
ever from the pages of history? Gnosticism did disappear, but only to 
reappear several centuries later with the Cathars in Languedoc. What 
was the significance of Gnosticism's reappearance? 

The first question raises the deeper issue of how to describe the 
relationship between the ancient and the modem. This is the question 
which lies at the heart of both the work of Grant and that of Bultn1ann. 
Both men were acutely aware of the hermeneutical gulf between the 
early Christian world and that of the modem. Bultmann recognized the 
existence of this gulf, but thought that it could be bridged through his 
demythologising programme. Grant thought that the gulf existed because 
there was a genuine discontinuity between early Christianity and the 
modem world. Others have argued differently from Grant and Bultmann 
and claimed that the modern world is not at all discontinuous from its 
roots in early Christianity. The modem world, it is claimed, is essentially 
secularized Christianity, and so there is a thread of continuity which 
unites the two worlds. This is an argument which has great appeal, and 
which has many proponents. It is found in the writings of J.P. Bury, Karl 

9These were the essential criticism made by G. Bornkamm at a 1967 meeting of the "old 
Marburgers". See W. Loader, The Christology of the Fourth Gospel: Structure and Issues 
(Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 1992) 7ff; for a discussion of this debate. Other, non
Bu ltmannians, have also criticised Kasemann's position -- sec e.g., M. M. Thompson, 
The Humanity of Jesus in the Fourth Gospel (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1988). 
Thompson argues that the "materiality" of the signs point to the humanity of Jesus (a 
problematic notion which turns on what Thompson (p. 32) calls the "facticity" of the 
signs). 
10Bultmann, Theology II, 40. 
11 Bultmann 's work raises the wider question of the origins of Gnosticism. It is an issue 
which is severely complicated by different terminological usages. British usage tends to 
describe the developed second century systems, and only those systems, as "Gnosticism". 
German scholarship, however, uses the term "Die Gnosis" in a much wider sense as 
covering the whole gnostic phenomenon. See R. MeL. Wilson, "Half a Century of 
Gnosisforshung- in Retrospect", in Gnosisforschung und Religionsgeschichte, 347ff. 
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Lowith, Carl Becker, and Charles Abrams, to name just a few of its more 
illustrious advocates. 12 The idea has, in fact, become conventional 
wisdom. 13 

It was this very conventional wisdom which was attacked by 
Hans Blumenberg in his magisterial book, The Legitimacy of the Modern 
Age. Blumenberg's argument is a sustained attack on the secularization 
thesis, which he saw as trying to discredit modernity by showing it to be 
"merely" secularized Christianity. Blumenberg thought that the modem 
world could, and should, be justified in its own terms. He argues very 
persuasively that the modem world is radically new. He is, like Grant 
and Bultrnann, addressing the problem of continuity and discontinuity in 
the Western tradition. But Blumenberg's argument takes him in an 
entirely different direction from both Grant and Bultmann. And in doing 
so he not only addresses the question about continuity and discontinuity, 
but also the question about the reappearance of Gnosticism. The modem 
world, says Blumenberg, is the "second overcoming of Gnosticism." His 
argument, therefore, is quite different from Bultmann 's, and requires 
elucidation. 

It is Blumenberg's thesis that it was the medieval period which 
failed to meet the challenge of Gnosticism and so it had to be overcome 
again. He says: 

The thesis that I intend to argue here begins by agreeing that 
there is a connection between the modem age and Gnosticism, 
but interprets it in the reverse sense: The modem age is the 
second overcoming of Gnosticism. A presupposition of this 
thesis is that the first overcoming of Gnosticism, at the beginning 
of the Middle Ages, was unsuccessful. A further implication is 

12Sce Karl Lowith, Meaning in Histo1y. The Theological Presuppositions of the 
Philosophy of History (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1949); Carl L. Becker, The 
Heavenly City of the Eighteenth Century Philosophers (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1932); M. H. Abrams, Natural Supernaturalism: Tradition and Revolution in 
Romantic Literature (London: W. W. Norton and Company, 1971 ); Frank Manuel, The 
Eighteenth Century Confronts The Gods (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard, 1959), II, says: 
"If the eighteenth century myth of origins ultimately destroyed the ancient gods, pagan 
and Christian, les progress became the new deities of the age." 
13For example, the Protestant work ethic, which is seen to be essentially the 
secularization of Christian asceticism, is routinely said to be the foundation stone of 
capitalism. See Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, trans. 
Talcott Parsons (New York: Scribner, 1930). Also Randall Collins, Weberian 
Sociological Theo1y (Cambridge: CUP, 1986). 
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that the medieval period, as a meaningful structure spanning 
centuries, had its beginning in the conflict with late-antique and 
early-Christian Gnosticism and that the unity of its systematic 
intention can be understood as deriving from the task of 
subduing its Gnostic opponent. 14 

For Blumenberg the central question which emerged from Christian 
origins and which persisted through the medieval period focussed on 
how intelligibility was manifested in the created world. This question 
was sharpened by the conflict of Christianity with Gnosticism. In 
Platonism the world was perceived as an imperfect copy or reproduction 
of the Ideal. This dualism devolved in neo-Platonism into the notion that 
the world of matter was not only imperfect, but by its very nature had 
become a prison for the soul. Central to Plotinus' s thinking, for example, 
is the idea that the "world soul" was deceived and imprisoned by matter. 
The soul is in this world, to use Blumenberg's phrase, because of an "act 
of disorder." 15 

Gnosticism goes further than neo-Platonism. In Gnostic thought 
the demiurge, the creator, stands over and against the transcendent God 
of salvation. The transcendent God has nothing to do with the creation of 
this world. Harnack had said that Catholicism came to define itself in 
opposition to the gnostic threat represented by .Marcion. Blumenberg 
extends this argument and says that the Christian thought of the medieval 
period is forged in the crucible of the debate with the Gnostics over 
creation. As Blumenberg puts it: 

To retrieve the world as the creation from the negative role 
assigned to it by the doctrine of its demiurgic origin, and to 
salvage the dignity of the ancient cosmos for its role in the 
Christian system, was the central effort all the way from 
Augustine to the height of Scholasticism. 16 

It was the implications of the failure of the parousia that made 
Gno~ticism. such a threat. As long as the Eschaton was seen as coming in 
the Immediate future, questions about creation and the nature of the 
world seemed irrelevant. If the world was on the verge of imminent 
destruction speculation about its nature seemed quite pointless. But once 
it became clear that the world was not going to end any time soon, the 

14 Legitimacy, 126. 
15 Legitimacy, 128. 
16Legitimacy, 130. 
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world, and one's life in it, became a matter for scrutiny. And the question 
went beyond life in this world. What kind of God would promise the End 
and not deliver it? Could it be that he is not responsible for this world? 
Could it be that he is powerless in this world? Might it be that this world 
was created by another God? The Church held firm to its belief that the 
God of salvation was also the God who created this world. But this 
m~ant t~at the Church had to come up with an answer to the problem of 
evil which was different from that of Gnosticism. Again, to quote 
Blumenberg: 

The world, which turned out to be more persistent than expected, 
attracted once again the old questions regarding its origin and its 
dependability and demanded a decision between trust and 
mistrust, an anangement of life with the world rather than 
agains.t .it. It is easy to see that the eventual decision against 
Gnosticism was due not to the inner superiority of the dogmatic 
syste~ of the Church but to the intolerability of the 
consciOusness that this world is supposed to be the prison of the 
evil god and is nevertheless not destroyed by the power of the 
god who, according to his revelation, is determined to deliver 
mankind. 17 

It was Augustine who supplied the answer which sustained the Church 
for a thousand years. Augustine overcame Gnosticism by making 
humans, not God, responsible for the evil in the world. But this 
resolution of the problem gave rise to a severe tension because of the 
concomitant emphasis on God's absolute sovereignty and freedom. 

In his account of the creation of the world, found in the Timaeus, 
Plato has the creator model his creation on the Ideal Forms. Thus in 
Platonic thought the creator subjected himself to laws which, as it were 
w~re beyond him. This notion was taken over by the earliest Christia~ 
thm~ers who . w~re themselves heavily influenced by Hellenistic thought. 
But m the bibhcal account of creation when God creates he does not 
appear to be co~strained by anything. He is presented as being 
~ompl.etely sovereign and omnipotent. There is no suggestion of a reality 
m wh1ch reason governs all, including the activity of God. This suggests 
tha.t God could have created a world completely different from this one. 
This is why William of Ockham, renowned for his rigorous intellect and 
logic, was so insistent that God, when he created the world, created ex 

17 Legitimacy, 132. 
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nihilo and that nothing constrained him. His power was absolute. To put 
it in more technical language, creation was not the instantiation of 
preexisting Forms. 

The thought of William of Ockham has significant implications. 
If God has complete freedom to create as he wills, and if nothing 
constrains his power, there is then no guarantee of intelligible necessity 
in this world. This makes God inscrutable. A very important feature of 
Plato's philosophy was that in it the Forms were exemplars common to 
both to the gods and to humans. To claim that there is an order beyond 
the divine, however, seems contrary to what the Bible says and would 
put unacceptable limits on God's freedom. But if God is not constrained 
by these Forms, then the world may not manifest an intelligibility and 
order which can be seen as such by humans. God cannot be known 
through the world. God becomes inscrutable and hidden - a deus 
absconditus - and one can no longer put trust in this world. The world 
has once again become alien and foreign. Gnosticism has returned. 

But in Blumenberg's scheme of history Gnosticism is overcome 
once again. Gnosticism is overcome for a second time through human 
self-assertion. He claims: "The destruction of trust in the world made 
him for the first time a creatively active being, freed him from a 
disastrous lulling of his activity .... Deprived by God's hiddenness of 
metaphysical guarantees for the world, man constructs for himself a 
counter world of elementary rationality and manipulability." 18 Humans 
became unconstrained by limits. They were compelled, says 
Blumenberg, to accept "responsibility for the conditions of the world as a 
challenge relating to the future, not as an original offense in the past." 19 

Human creativity was now released from its previous shackles. Curiosity 
had been high on the list of Augustinian vices. But after Ockham it 
ceased to be a vice and, in a dramatic reversal, became an important 
mode of expression. This lifted the limitations on humans to manipulate 
and construct the world as they wished?0 This was a world to which 

18Legitimacy, 139, 173 . 
19Legitimacy, 137f. 
20 Biumenberg maintains that "the essence of the modern age's understanding of itself ' 
(Legitimacy, 196}- is that "man" asserts himself "both against and by means of nature" 
(Leg.itimacy, 318). Human self-assertion was a reaction to the notion that emerged in late 
med1eval theology that God's will was purely arbitrary. As the universe lacked intrinsic 
intelligibility it became necessary, through an effort of human will, to impose order on an 
otherwise unintelligible world (Legitimacy, 96). 
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humans themselves imputed value, and in so doing repudiated the world 
view of Gnosticism. 

Blumenberg 's thesis is brilliantly argued and quite original. It is 
obviously very different from Bultmann 's. In Bultmann 's thought the 
Johannine Evangelist both appropriates Gnosticism and at the same time 
overcomes it by the insistence on a realistic incarnation. Blumenberg, 
however, sees the work of Augustine as the first attempt to overcome 
Gnosticism. I am more persuaded by Bultmann 's argument, and think 
that Gnosticism was, to use Blumenberg's terminology, overcome by the 
Johannine Evangelist. By the time of Augustine Gnosticism was no 
longer a real threat. What is especially significant about Blumenberg's 
work, however, is his argument that Augustine failed to fully overcome 
Gnosticism and that it needed to be overcome a second time. It was 
overcom~ for a second time, says Blumenberg, and this overcoming 
u.shered m the age of modernity. I think that here Blumenberg is both 
nght ~nd wrong. He is right in saying that Gnosticism returned during 
the Mtddle Ages. Indeed, Blumenberg's description of how and why this 
h~ppened is a very significant contribution to our understanding of the 
history of Western ideas. I think Blumenberg is wrong, however, when 
he says that in the modem world we have the "second overcoming of 
Gnosticism." Gnosticism has not been overcome in the modem world. 
The thinker who has convinced me of this is Hans Jonas. 

Jonas and Blumenberg were friends and admired each other's 
':or.k. Their analyses of the history of the Western tradition are very 
similar, but they are crucially different in their assessment of the modem 
world. This is very clear in Jonas's book, The Imperative of 
Responsibility.

21 
Essentially, Jonas proposes that the only way out of the 

technological trap in which we now find ourselves is to recover the real 
sense of <f>uotc;. <Puotc; is often translated as "nature," but its meaning 
en~o~passes more than that. It implies that there is a sense of purpose 
built mto the natural world. As Jonas puts it, "Nature harbours values 
because it harbours ends and is thus anything but value-free. "22 To put it 
mo~e ~u~damentally, Jonas believed that there is purpose beyond 
subjectivity. 

21 
Hans Jonas , Th e Imperative of Responsibility: In Search of an Ethics for the 

Technological Age (Chicago: The University ofChicago Press, 1984). 
221mperative of Responsibility, 78. 
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The gnostic denigration of the world was therefore anathema to 
Jonas. Gnosticism was, he thought, the most radical rebellion against 
¢vote;, and if the modem world no longer understood the full 
implications of ¢uotc; it was because the modem world had been taken 
over by Gnosticism. What Jonas is attempting to do in many of his 
writings is to show how ¢uotc; may be recovered and Gnosticism 
overcome.23 To understand how and why Jonas so sharply diverged from 
Blumenberg's thinking on this point, we must look again at why 
Blumenberg thought that in the modem world Gnosticism was overcome 
for a second time. 

Gnosticism had once more been overcome, claimed Blumenberg, 
through the emergence of human self assertion and this was epitomized 
in Francis Bacon's decree to subdue nature for the "relief of man's 
estate." In this Baconian view nature should be mastered because it was 
the human duty to do so. Only through the overcoming and use of nature 
could the world be made a better place. Bacon claimed that the ancients' 
obsession with what he called "pointless abstractions" led nowhere: a 
new direction was needed, one provided by the use of a rationality 
wedded to technical innovation. For Bacon nature has to be understood 
and studied as an artifact. Bacon uses the Bible to support this view. In 
Bacon's interpretation of the Bible, nature is a creation of God and is in 
no way divine or suffused with the divine. It is matter or "stuff," an 
inanimate resource awaiting human use. It is the work of God's hands 
and there is no impediment, therefore, to humans putting it to their use. 
Nature does not have a purpose and worth of its own. As Blumenberg 
says, Bacon refuted the teleological view of nature, and this had 
momentous consequences.24 For Blumenberg Bacon was to be acclaimed 
for he embodied the salutary nature of human self assertion. Jonas saw it 
quite differently. For him, the scientific enterprise had, paradoxically, led 
to a replication of gnostic dualism. Gnosticism saw the world as alien 
and foreign, lacking in divinity. So did the scientific world view of 
Bacon in which nature was conceived of as mere stuff. As Benjamin 
Lazier observes: 

23See Benjamin Lazier, "Overcoming Gnosticism: Hans Jonas, Hans Blumenberg, and 
the Legitimacy of the Natural World ," Journal of the History of Ideas 64 (2003), 632. I 
am very indebted to Lazier for the insights found in this article. 
24 Lazier, "Overcoming Gnosticism," 631. 
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Scienti fie thought had come to replicate gnostic dualism. After 
all both insisted on a world bereft of divinity, or in Jonas's terms 
on ' an entgottlichte Welt. For both, God had absconded from a 
world figured either as hostile or indifferent to man's design, a 
world bereft of value in and of itself. [Baconian science] did not 
overcome gnostic dualism so much as reverse its terms. That one 
scheme conceived man as impotent and the other as empowered, 
that one sought knowledge of the transcendent and the other the 
immanent, the naturally knowable as opposed to the unnaturally 
known- all this worked only to disguise their complicity."25 

Both Blumenberg and Jonas saw discontinuity in the Western 
tradition. Blumenberg saw the modem world as salutary and as having a 
legitimate novelty. Jonas was less sanguine about the modem world and 
saw it as having gnostic characteristics. Both thinkers were agreed, 
however, that the modem world was not simply secularized Christianity 
and that its true nature was not clearly understood. But ultimately it 
seems to me that Jonas understands the modem world far better than 
Blumenberg. For Blumenberg the Baconian scientific enterprise has 
resulted in a legitimate - and by implication- better world. But in the 
modem world there is a great and growing mistrust of the technology 
which has resulted from Baconian science. The two World Wars showed 
us the dark side of science and technology. The mass slaughter of World 
War I was expedited by technological and scientific advances. In World 
War II the holocaust became the supreme example of how technology 
could be used for evil purposes. Death camps such as Bergen-Belsen and 
Auschwitz were efficient technological models for the extermination of 
millions of human beings. Many novels attest to the unease with modem, 
technological society, ranging from Aldous Huxley's Brave New World 
and Yevgeny Zamyatin ' s We to E.M. Forster's The Machine Stops and 
Kurt Vonnegut's Player Piano. Similarly, there are many anti
technological movies, the best known of which are Fritz Lang's 
Metropolis, Terry Gilliam's Brazil, and, of course, the Terminator series. 
This evidences a very negative assessment of the world which has come 
to find quintessential gnostic expression in popular culture in such 
movies as The Matrix trilogy as well as in new age religions and 
associated schools of thoughts such as Jungian psychology. And it is not 
just in popular culture that one finds Gnosticism. Karl Barth's influential 

25 Lazier, "Overcoming Gnosticism," 63 5. 

LA SOCIETE CANADIENNE DES ETUDES BIBLIQUES 15 

theology is essentially gnostic26
, and Eric V<1egelin27 has argued 

persuasively that our political systems and institutions have been taken 
over by the gnostic world view. 

Through my study of Bultmann, Blumenberg and Jonas I have 
become convinced that Gnosticism is a most resilient phenomenon. 
Although briefly overcome through the theology of the Gospel of John, it 
re-emerged with full force by the Middle Ages, continues into the present 
day, and manifests itself in various guises. Bultmann's existential a~d 
demythologizing programme fails in the end, I believe, because he _did 
not fully understand the nature of the discontinuity between the ancient 
and the modem. To put it more sharply, Bultmann failed to appreciate 
the power of Gnosticism to reinvent itself. Blumenberg, too, failed to 
appreciate this and did not see that the Baconian enterprise was, in fact, a 
replication of Gnosticism. Jonas, however, seems to have fully grasped 
the gnostic nature of the modem world, and how this necessitates a re
evaluation of the way we view our culture, politics and religion. 
I began this paper by recounting the debate about the curriculum which 
had taken place in my own department and in which biblical studies had 
been made very peripheral, and how this had prompted me to think hard 
about why I thought that biblical studies was relevant and important. In 
my reflections on this matter, which I have shared with you, I have 
realized that it was my study of the Gospel of John which led me to 
consider the phenomenon of Gnosticism. That in tum led me to see just 
how significant Gnosticism is in the modem world. My encounter with 
biblical texts, and especially the Gospel of John, illustrates perfectly how 
the hermeneutical circle works. 

The significance of hermeneutical circles is well known to 
anyone familiar with hermeneutics. In the classic definition of the 
hermeneutical circle one gains understanding of texts by moving back 
and forth between the world of the reader and the world of the text. 
Logically, this is a vicious circle, but the circle is broken open by acts of 
insight. It is therefore better to think of it as more of a hermeneutical 
spiral. One, as it were, spirals into the meaning of the text. 28 It is 

26See the illuminating footnote (n . 14) in Lazier, "Overcoming Gnosticism," 624. 
27See especially Eric Voegelin, The New Science of Politics (Chicago: The University of 
Chicago Press, 1952.) 
28See Grant Osborne, The Hermeneutical Spiral (Downers Grove: lnterVarsity Press, 
1991). 
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essential to the fruitfulness of this procedure that we come to the text 
with an understanding of ourselves. One of the greatest fallacies in 
hermeneutics is the claim that we will only understand ancient texts if we 
put aside our own presuppositions. This is what Bernard Lonergan has 
called the "principle of the empty head" and it arises from a quite 
mistaken view of the hermeneutical process. The basic idea is that if we 
come to the text without any preconceptions of any kind we are less 
likely to "read into" the text what is not there. To put it another way, the 
argument is that the less reflective we are about ourselves, the more 
I ikely we are to understand what others have written. But as Lonergan 
says: 

The less that experience, the less cultivated that intelligence, the 
less formed that judgement, the greater the likelihood that the 
interpreter will impute to the author an opinion that the author 
never entertained. On the other hand, the wider the interpreter's 
experience, the deeper and fuller the development of his 
understanding, the better balanced his judgement, the greater the 
likelihood that he will discover just what the author meant. 29 

This , it seems to me, is a crucial point. Biblical scholars have long since 
recognized that the recovery of the past particulars of the ancient world is 
an enterprise fraught with difficulties. And at the very heart of the 
enterprise of understanding the past there is the hermeneutical spiral. A 
better understanding of ourselves will help us to understand biblical 
texts, but it is through studying biblical texts that we reach a better 
understanding of ourselves. Rudolf Bultmann spoke of both interrogating 
the text and being interrogated by it. 30 One of the most fundamental 
things we can teach our students is to follow this principle of Bultmann. 
This, of course, applies to almost all texts, and especially to those that are 
rich in meaning, such as religious texts. I am not suggesting that insight 
into the modern world can only come through the study of biblical texts. 
But I am suggesting that biblical texts are astonishingly fruitful as a such 
a resource. Through the study of the Gospel of John and the creation 
narratives in Genesis, I believe that I have come to appreciate better the 
gnostic features of the modem world. My reading of these texts has 
changed the way I think about the modem world, and the way I think 

29 Bernard J. F. Lonergan, Method in Theology (London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 
1971 ) 157. 
30See R. Bultmann, Jesus and th e Word (New: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1934) II ff. 
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about the modem world has changed the way I read these texts. Such 
hermeneutical activity makes biblical studies a most exciting field of 
study. Far from being an antiquarian discipline with nothing to say, as 
Grant had asseverated, biblical studies becomes a discipline which can 
help us penetrate to the core of modernity. 

Let me conclude by returning to the beginning of my paper. 
have actually found the process of "taking it personally" very 
illuminating. I am now able to articulate far more clearly why it is that I 
believe that biblical studies still has a place in a liberal education, and 
more significantly, within a department of religious studies . My own 
journey in biblical studies has brought me to what I think is a deeper 
understanding of the world in which we live. It has been a wonderful 
journey of discovery, facilitated by my encounter with biblical texts such 
as the Gospel of John and Genesis. My continued hope in my teaching is 
that I may help my students share in a similar journey, a journey in 
which they come to know better who they are and how they have become 
what they are. My firm belief is that what makes biblical studies a most 
exciting area is that it contributes in a genuinely significant way to this 
quest. By helping us to understand both ourselves and the modem world 
in which we live, biblical studies is a discipline which can help to bring 
light into a darkened world. 
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Minutes of the 2005 CSBS 
Annual General Meeting 

University of Western Ontario 
London, Ontario 

May 29, I 6:00 - 17:00 

Present: Marie-France Dion, Matthew Anderson, John Kloppenborg, Agnes 
Choi, Lincoln Blumell, Willi Braun, Bill Arnal, Mona Tokarek LaFosse, Alex 
Damm, Rachel McGuire, Kathleen Robbins, Susan Haber, Lissa Wray Beal, 
Heather Weir, Patricia Dutcher-Walls, Paul Evans, Tim Goltz, Steven Muir, 
Gary Knoppers, Tyler Williams, Christiana de Groot, Jane Webster, Jo-Ann 
Badley, John L. McLaughlin, Rebecca Idestrom, Ehud Ben Zvi, Glen Wooden, 
Ken Ristau, John Van Seters, Robert Culley, Karljiirgen Feuerherm, Bemon 
Lee, Ken Penner, Christine Mitchell, David Shepherd, John F. Horman, Edith 
M. Humprey, Andrea DiGiovanni, John W. Miller, Robert Jewett, Derek 
Suderman, Rene Baergen, Phil Harland, Zeba Crook, Kimberly Stratton, Daniel 
Smith, Mark Boda, Donna Kerfoot, Mary R. D'Angelo, Shaun Longstreet, 
Adele Reinhartz, Angela Brkich, Sacha Mathew, Eileen Schuller, Carl S. 
Ehrlich, Victoria M. Fillier, Rachel McRae, Patricia G. Kirkpatrick, Robert L. 
Webb, Margaret Macdonald, Marion Taylor, Ellen White, Brian P. Irwin, Tony 
Chartrand-Burke, Murray Baker, Colleen Shantz, Alicia Batten, Dietmar 
Neufeld, Anne Moore, Wayne McCready, Harold Remus, Bill Morrow, David 
Jobling, Cecilia Wassen, Jo-Ann Brant, David Miller, Ian Scott, Erin 
Veamcombe, David Hawkin, Michele Murray 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

The agenda was approved as circulated. (J. McLaughlin /W. McCready) 

2. Approval of the Minutes 

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting (May 30, 2004) were approved 
as circulated (W. McCready/D. Jobling). 
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3. President's Report 

David Hawkin began his report by stating that he had thoroughly enjoyed his 
year as President of the Society. He then requested that the membership to stand 
for a minute of silence in order to honour the memory of Norman Wagner, who 
passed away this past year. 

David stated that the society is in good financial shape and is experiencing 
record levels of membership. He reminded the membership that the Craigie 
Lecturer this year is Paula Fredriksen. He went on to thank the executive for the 
work done this year, especially the two members who are stepping down this 
year: Mona Tokarek LaFosse, who served as Student Liaison Officer for two 
years, and John McLaughlin, who served as Communications Officer for the 
past six years. Both were heartily thanked for their hard work and dedication to 
the society. 

4. Executive Secretary's Report 

Michele Murray discussed how the CSBS benefits from being linked with 
thousands of Canadian scholars through our associationwith the Canadian 
Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS) and the Canadian 
Corporation for the Study of Religion (CCSR). She listed several pieces of good 
news for humanities scholars: a) 10 million dollars was added to the Standard 
Research Grant by SSHRC; b) SSHRC is planning to split the Standard 
Research Grant into two: large grants ($25, 000 to $100, 000 over 5 years) and 
small grants ($1 0, 000 to 20, 000 over 3 to 5 years): the small grants will be 
more useful to humanities scholars; c) the Aid to Scholarly Publications 
Programme (ASPP) will receive more money, and a separate fund for first-time 
authors will be established. 

She announced the CSBS Congress dates for 2006: Sunday, May 28th to 
Tuesday, May 30th at York University in Toronto. The 2007 Congress will be at 
the University of Saskatchewan, at the University of British Columbia in 2008, 
at Otawa in 2009, and Montreal in 2010. 

Since Stephen Wilson, Editor of the ESCJ series, could not be at the Congress 
this year, Michele gave his update: Three volumes are approved and are in the 
process of publication: Eliezar Segal's From Sermon to Commentwy: Rav, 
Samuel and the Development of Babylonian Midrash, Willi Braun (ed.), 
Rhetorics and Realities in Early Christianities, Leif Vaage (ed.), Religious 
Rivalries in the Early Roman Empire and the Rise of Christianity. Richard 
Ascough 's Religious Rivalries and the Struggle for Success in Sardis and 
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Smy rna and Scott Brown's Mark's Other Gospel: Rethinking Morton Smith 's 
Controversial Discove1y are both now out. 

5. Student Liason Officer's Report 

Mona Tokarek LaFosse said that she appreciated the opportunity these past two 
years to be the student voice on the executive; she thanked the executive for 
their genuine appreciation for students and the effort they put into making 
students feel welcome in the society. 

Mona stated that the survey conducted last year at the Student and New 
~embers Lunch revealed the belief that this lunch was an effective way to 
mtroduce students and new members to each other, the executive and to the 
various seminars conducted by the Society. The executive decided to continue to 
hold and fund this event. She thanked this year's panelists Cecilia Wassen, 
Rebe.cca ldes?'om, Jo.hn McLaughlin and John Kloppenborg for an interesting 
and mformative session for sh1dents (and all other members who wished to 
attend) on mentoring in the academic environment. A survey of students and 
new members at this year's lunch asked how they came to be involved in CSBS· 
the results revealed that most were introduced by professors and othe; 
colleagues. This suggests that mentoring is alive and well within the society! 
Mona announced that last year's panel on preparing for teaching will be 
published in SR. 

Mona stat~d that ou~ of a total of 3Il members there are currently 95 student 
members m the Society, and a number of students were giving papers at this 
year's .congress. On behalf of the students she expressed appreciation to the 
executive for way that the travel grant was divided so that students received 
most of the fundin~ . She con~ratulated this year's winners of the student essay 
contest: ~lien Wh1te a~d Lmcol~ Blumell. Mona concluded her report by 
encouragmg sh1dents to mteract w1th next year's student liaison officer so that 
their voices will continue to be heard in the society. ' 

6. Vice-President's Report and Nominations 

After pro.viding opportunity for nominations from the floor (of which there were 
none), Btll Morrow named the individuals nominated by the executive to the 
thre~ va~ated executive positions: I) Vice-President: Mary Rose D'Angelo 
(Umver,sity of N?tre Dame); Communications Officer: Richard Ascough 
(Queen s Theological College); Student Liaison Officer: Derrick Suderman 
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(Emmanuel College). Each of these individuals was approved unanimously by 
the membership and duly elected. 

7. Programme Coordinator's Report 

Christine Mitchell noted that the 2005 programme includes 56 papers plus a 
roundtable on Women in the Academy, a joint Religion and Violence seminar, a 
Reading Bible and Gender and Theory seminar, a Religion and Travel seminar, 
and a special session on Literary Approaches to the Hebrew Bible Special 
Session. 

She extended her thanks to Ian Scott, Local Arrangements Coordinator, who 
was extremely helpful in organizing the rooms and restaurant reservations in 
London. She stated that a coordinator is needed for next year's conference at 
York University. 

Details for the dinner and transportation to the restaurant were given, as were 
details pertaining to the Women's Scholars' Lunch. It was gratefully 
acknowledged that the Craigie Reception this year is sponsored by King's 
College. 

Christine noted that this would be the final year for the Religion and Violence 
seminar headed up by Bill Morrow, and he was thanked for his work. Erin 
Runnions and Fiona Black, leaders of the Reading Bible and Gender and 
Theory, which also is in its final year, were thanked for their efforts. This is the 
first year (of three) for the Religion and Travel seminar, led by Phil Harland. 
Literary Approaches to the Hebrew Bible Special Session, led by Francis 
Landry, is in its second year (of three) . 

The Executive approved three new programme units (2 special sessions and I 
seminar): I) Curses and Curse stories (2 years) led by Tony Chartrand Burke; 2) 
Women Interpreters of the Bible (2 years) chaired by Marion Taylor; 3) A 3-
year seminar on Ancient Historiography: Ken Ristau will lead this one. 

8. Communications Officer's Report 

John McLaughlin reviewed the materials that he sends out to Members: the First 
and Second mailings; membership news regarding books, dissertations and 
theses. He encouraged members to send him (and his successor, Richard 
Ascough) current email addresses and news. In addition to this material the 
Communications officer updates the CSBS web site, and reminded me~bers 
that this is the way he distributes the Congress programme; if Members have a 
web site, John asked that this information be sent to Richard. John thanked Paul 
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Dion, Jean Francine Lacine and Michel Desjardins for their translation help, and 
he also extended thanks to Tyler Williams for creating the new banner for the 
CSBS web site. 

The annual Bulletin is another responsibility of the Communications officer. 
John thanked Michel Desjardins for taking care of the printing and distribution 
of the Bulletin; he added that they should be in the mail soon. 

Regarding the two CSBS book prizes: the Francis W. Beare award (Christian 
origins) received 9 norrunations (up from 5 last year), and the R.B.Y. Scott 
award (Hebrew Bible) received 6 norrunations this year (up from 3 last year). 
John noted that for the first time there was a problem with the norrunations: 
some publishers chose not to provide copies of norrunated books, or even to 
respond to the request. This is an issue for the next Communications Officer to 
watch out for and deal with if the problem occurs again in subsequent years. 

John extended his thanks to the judges, who must remain annonymous; at the 
end of their tenure as judges, a letter is written to their Dean or Chair 
acknowledging their service in this capacity. 

9. Treasurer and Membership Secretary's Report 

Dietmar Neufeld, acting as both Membership Secretary and Treasurer, touched 
on the following points: 

• The society has a remarkably stable membership base: there are 
currently 311 members: the highest and this year 37 new members were 
norrunated: A motion to accept these people as new members ( Bill 
AmaVDavid Shepherd) passed unanimously. Diet asked that members 
let him know their new address when they move. 

• Diet listed the ways that the Society is funded: a) Membership dues; b) 
SSHRC travel grant: of $4755 for this fiscal year. Diet distributed it 
among 33 people, using a formula of 65% percent for students and 28% 
for full members. He is grateful for a high membership renewal rate 
(85%) and that members continue to respond to his letters. A total of 
$2875 was donated to support various awards. Diet noted that this 
amount was down from past years: the trend seems to be that fewer 
people are giving larger donations, and that this is a bit worrying. He 
encouraged members to consider donating - for each donation, a tax 
receipt is given. Currently, the Wagner and Beare Awards are in deficit, 
as is funding for the Craigie lecture. C) Special events also provide 
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funding; also endowments, $100, 200; started with $56, 000; we were 
able to reinvest in Versico holdings and also in the Yellow pages . 

• Projected expenses for 2004-2005 will be fully covered by projected 
receipts. This is in large part thanks due to sound investment by the 
Endowment Committee, consisting of Harold Remus, Bill Klassen, 
Wayne McCready and Peter Richardson; we are moving toward the 
goal amount of $270, 000 (we presently have $85,000); Harold Remus 
speaks highly of the financial advisor employed by the Committee. 

The treasurers report was accepted unanimously (Gary Knoppers/ Edith 
Humprey) 

10. No other business was raised 

11. The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 PM (John McLaughlin/Harold 
Remus) 

(Minutes prepared by Michele Murray, June 2005) 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION . STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

as at August 31, 2005 for the Year Ended August 31, 2005 

General Restricted ESCJ 2005 2004 General Fund Restricted Funds ESCJ Fund 

Fund Funds Fund Total Total 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005 ( 2004 

ASSETS REVENUE 
Membership dues $ 14,960 $ 15,040 $ $ $ $ 

Cash $ 18,566 $ 3,183 $ $ 21,749 $ 16,005 SSHRC travel grant 4,755 4,755 
Accounts receivable 1,305 1,305 1,042 CFHSS academic support 6,350 
Investments (marf<et value $107,126) 73,049 73,049 61,004 CSBS dinner 3,275 2,506 
Funds held by CCSR 14,753 14,753 18,880 Congress registration 1,054 1,818 

$ 19,871 $ 76,232 $ 14,753 $ 110,856 $ 96,931 
Subscriptions 30 113 
Donations 3,587 3,941 
Publication sales {net) 2,463 
Investment income 9,602 4,532 

LIABILITIES 
30,424 24,232 13,189 8,473 2,463 

Accounts payable $ 6,636 $ $ $ 6,636 $ 
Deferred revenue 1,305 1,305 1,042 EXPENSES 

Accounting and audit 1,552 1,538 
7,941 7,941 1,042 Bank charges . 145 74 

Congress expenses 5,430 1,052 
FUND BALANCES Craigie Lecture 1,021 

Unrestricted 11,930 11,930 4,303 CSBS dinner 3,716 2,342 

Restricted 76,232 14,753 90,985 91,586 Dues and memberships 2,162 2,162 
Executive 4,060 4,672 

11,930 76,232 14,753 102,915 95,889 Member travel 3,880 4,756 
Office, printing and postage 1,369 1,778 

$ 19,871 $ 76,232 $ 14,753 $ 110,856 $ 96,931 Publication costs 4,127 5,720 
Student awards 2,000 2,000 
Subscriptions 6,636 6,106 
Teleconference 490 

29,440 24,480 3,021 2,000 4,127 5,720 

EXCESS OF REVENUE 
OVER EXPENSES 984 {248) 10,168 6,473 {4,127) {3,257) 

BALANCE, OPENING 4,303 2,161 72,707 68,623 18,880 22,137 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD: INTERFUND TRANSFERS 6,643 2,390 (6,643) (2,390) 

BALANCE, CLOSING $ 11,930 $ 4,303 $ 76,232 $ 72,706 $ 14,753 $ 18,880 

Director Director 



CANADIAN SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL STUDIES CANADIAN SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS SCHEDULE OF RESTRICTED FUNDS 
August 31, 2005 for the Year Ended August 31 , 2005 

General Student RBY Scott N Wagner Publication 
1. PURPOSE OF THE ORGANIZATION Endowment Research Award Award Fund 

Canadian Society of Bibilical Studies is an unincorporated registered charity the purpose of which is to CAPITAL 
stimulate the critical investigation of the classical biblical literatures, together with other related literature, Balance, opening $ 9,333 $ 1,283 $ 6,643 $ 10,321 $ 1,906 
by the exchange of scholarly research bOth in published form and in public forum. Donations 500 2,100 500 

Expenditures 

2. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES · lnterfund transfers 

Fund Accounting Balance, closing 9,833 1,283 8,743 10,321 2,406 

Canadian Society of Biblical Studies follom the restricted fund method of accounting. INCOME ON HAND 

The General Fund accounts for the operation and maintenance of the Society. This fund reports Balance, opening 29 51 72 55 

unrestricted resources. Investment income 1,243 166 997 1,338 280 
Expenditures (500) (500) 

Various restricted funds account for resources that have been donated for spedfic purposes. lnterfund transfers (1,243) (100) (500) (900) (300) 

The ESCJ Fund (Etudes/Studies in Christianity and Judaism) is a publication subsidy program 
Balance, closing 95 48 10 35 managed through the Canadian Corporation for Studies in Religion ("CCSR"). 

Investments FUND BALANCE, CLOSING $ 9,833 $ 1,378 $ 8,791 $ 10,331 $ 2,441 

Investments are stated at cost. 
Beare Craigie Founders' Jeremias 

Capital Assets Award Lectureship Prize Prize Total 

No value is accorded to capital assets for reporting purposes. Capnal asset purchases are charged as CAPITAL 
an expenditure in the year of acquisition. Balance, opening $ 12,072 $ 16,130 $ 6,818 $ 7,755 $ 72,261 

Donations 350 137 3,587 
Revenue Recognition Expenditures 

Contributions related to general operations are recognized as revenue in the General Fund in the year lnterfund transfers 
services are performed or related expenses are incurred. All other restricted contributions are 
recognized as revenue of the appropriate restricted fund. Balance, closing 12,072 16,130 7,168 7,892 75,848 

Investment income earned by the restricted funds is recognized as income of the designated fund. INCOME ON HAND 
Balance, opening 84 58 61 35 445 

Donated Materials and Services Investment income 1,565 2,091 907 1,014 9,602 

Donated materials and services are recognized only when their fair value can be reasonably estimated Expenditures (500) (1,021) (250) (250) (3,021) 

and the materials and services would be paid for by the Society if not donated. lnterfund transfers (1,100) (1,100) (700) (700) (6,643) 

During the year ended August 31, 2005 the value of donated materials and services recorded in the Balance, closing 49 28 18 99 384 
accounts was $nil (2004 - $nil). 

FUND BALANCE, CLOSING $ 12,121 $ 16,158 $ 7,186 $ 7,991 $ 76,232 



ROBERT W. R. BISHOP 
Chartered Accountant 

13308 Crescent Road, South Surrey, BC V4P 1K4 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 

To the Directors of 
Canadian Society of Biblical Studies 

Telephone/Facsimile (604) 538-1288 

I have audited the statement of financial position of Canadian Society of Biblical Studies 
as at August 31, 2005 and the statement of operations and changes in fund balances for 
the year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Society's 
management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements 
based on my audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, I conducted my audit in accordance with 
Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that 1 plan and 
perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are 
free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 

In common with many non-profit organizations, the Society derives revenues from 
membership dues, donations and activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible 
to satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, my verification of these revenues was 
limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the Society and 1 was not able to 
determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to revenue, assets and fund 
balances. 

In my opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which I might have determined 
to be necessary had I been able to satisfy myself concerning the completeness of the 
re~en~e items referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present 
farrly, rn all material respects, the financial position of the Society as at August 31, 2005 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

"Robert WR. Bishop" 

November 25, 2005 CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
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Membership News 

Monographs, Edited Volumes 

Ascough, Richard S., ed. Religious Rivalries and the Struggle for Success in 
Sardis and Smyrna. ESCJ 14. Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University 
Press, 2005 . 

. India edition of Miracles of Jesus. Bombay: St Pauls Press, 2005. 
Ascough, Richard S. and Sandy Cotton. Passionate Visionmy: Leadership 

Lessons from the Apostle Paul. Ottawa: Navalis, 2005. 
Batten, Alicia. Teachings of Jesus. Ottawa: Navalis, 2005. 
Ben Zvi, Ehud. Hosea, FOTL 21 A, part 1; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 
Bertone, Jolm A. "The Law of the Spirit": Experience of the Spirit and 

Displacement of the Law in Romans 8:1-16. Studies in Biblical 
Literature 86; New York: Peter Lang, 2005. 

Brant, Jo-Ann A. Ancient Fiction: The Matrix of Early Christian and Jewish 
Narrative. Ed. Jo-Ann A. Brant, Charles W. Hedrick, and Chris Shea. 
Society of Biblical Literature Symposium Series 32. Atlanta: Society of 
Biblical Literature, 2005. 

Braun, Willi. Ed. Rhetoric and Reality in Early Christianities. ESCJ 17. 
Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier Unjversity Press, 2005. 

----. Feasting and Social Rhetoric in Luke 14. SNTMS 85. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2005 (Paperback edition or volume 
published in 1995). 

Fried, Lisbeth S. The Priest and the Great King: Temple Palace Relations in the 
Persian Empire. BJSUCSD 10 .Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2004. 

Gilmour, Michael. Ed., Call Me the Seeker: Listening to Religion in Popular 
Music. New York: Continuum, 2005. 

Humphrey, Edith M. Ecstasy and Intimacy: When the Holy Spirit Meets the 
Human Spirit. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 

Kalimi, Isaac. The Reshaping of Ancient israelite History in Chronicles. Winona 
Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2005 . 
. An Ancient Israelite Historian: Studies in the Chronicler, His Time, ----
Place, and Writing. Studia Semitica Neerlandica, 46; Assen, The 
Netherlands: Royal Van Gorcum, 2005. 

Kloppenborg, John S. Q: El evangelio desconocido. Biblioteca de Estudios 
Biblicos, no. 117. Salamanca: Ediciones Sigueme, 2005. 
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MacDonald, Margaret Y. and Carolyn Osiek with Janet H. Tulloch. A Woman's 
Place: House Churches in Early Christianity. Minneapolis: Fortress 
2006. ' 

___ . Las mujeres en el christianismo primitive y Ia opinion pagana: El poder 
de Ia mujer histerica. Spain: Verbo Divino, 1994. 

McLaughlin, John. India edition of The Questions of Jesus. Bombay: St. Pauls 
Press, 2004. 

___ . India edition of Parables of Jesus. Bombay: St. Pauls Press, 2004. 
Middleton, J. Richard. The Liberating !mage: The Imago Dei in Genesis I. 

Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2005. 
Penner, Todd and Caroline Vander Stichele, eds. Her Master's Tools? Feminist 

and Post-Colonial Engagements of Historical-Critical Discourse. SBL 
Global Perspectives on the Bible 9; Atlanta: Society of Biblical 
Literahtre and Leiden: Brill, 2005. 

Reinhartz, Adele. Freundschaft mit dem Geliebten Junger: Eine judische 
Lektiire des Johannesevangeliums, trans. Esther Kobel. Zurich: 
Theologischer Verlag Zurich, 2005. (German translation of Befriending 
the Beloved Discip le: A Jewish Reading of the Gospel of John. New 
York: Continuum, 200 I). 

Rives, James .and Jonathan Edmondson and Steve Mason. Flavius Josephus and 
Flav1an Rome. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

Sandys-W~ns.ch, John. What Have They Done to the Bible? A Histmy of Modern 
Btbhcal Interpretation. Collegeville, Minnesota: The Lirurgical Press 
2005. ' 

Segal, Eliezer. From Sermon to Commentmy: Expounding the Bible in Talmudic 
Babylonia, Studies in Christianity and Judaism. Waterloo: Wilfrid 
Laurier University Press, 2005. 

___ . Ask Now of the Days That Are Past. Calgary: University of Calgary 
Press, 2005. 

Spilsbury, Paul. Trun, beranek a drak: vyklad knihy Zjevenf. Rok vydani: 2005. 
(Czech translation of The Throne, The Lamb and the Dragon: A 

. Reader's Guide to the Book of Revelation. Downers Grove: IVP, 2002). 
Sptlsbury, Paul and Christopher T . Begg, Judean Antiquities 8-10: Translation 

and Cmnmentmy. Vo l. 5 of Flavius Josephus: Translation and 
Commentmy. Ed. S. Mason. Leiden: Brill, 2005. 

Wassen, ~ecilia. Women in the Damascus Document. Society of Biblical 
Literahtre Academia Biblica Series 21. Atlanta and Leiden: SBL and 
Brill, 2005. 
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Articles, Chapters, Published Conference Proceedings 

Ascough, Richard S. "Interaction Among Religious Groups in Sardis and 
Smyrna." In Religious Rivalries and the Struggle for Success in Sardis 
and Smyrna, ed. R. S. Ascough, 3-13. ESCJ 14. Waterloo: Wilfrid 
Laurier University Press, 2005. 

___ . "Greco-Roman Religions in Sardis and Smyrna." In Religious Rivalries 
and the Struggle for Success in Sardis and Smyrna, ed. R. S. Ascough 
40-52. ESCJ 14. Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2005. 

___ . "Religious Co-existence, Co-operation, Competition, and Conflict in 
Sardis and Smyrna." In Religious Rivalries and the Struggle for 
Success in Sardis and Smyrna, ed. R. S. Ascough, 245-52. ESCJ 14. 
Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2005. 

Batten, Alicia. "God in the Letter of James: Patron or Benefactor?" NTS SO 
(2004) 257-72. 

_ __ . "Studying the Historical Jesus through Service." Teaching Theology 
and Religion 8 (2005) 107-13. 

Baxter, Wayne. "1QSb: Old Division Made New." RevQ 21/84 (2004) 615-29. 
Ben Zvi, Ehud. "Beginning to Address the Question: Why were the Prophetic 

Books Produced and 'Consumed' in Ancient Israel." In Historie og 
Konstruktion - Festschrif N. P. Lemche, ed. Mogans Muller and 
Thomas L. Thompson, 30-41. Forum for Bibelsk Eksegese 14. 
Copenhagen: Museum Tusculanums Forlag, Kebenhavns Universitet, 
2005. 

_ _ _ . "Josiah and the Prophetic Books: Some Observations." In Good Kings 
and Bad Kings, ed. L. L. Grabbe, 47-64. LHBOTS 393. European 
Seminar in Historical Methodology 5. London: T. & T. Clark 
International, 2005. 

___ . '"The Prophets' - Generic Prophets and their Role in the Construction 
of the Image of the "Prophets of Old" within the Postmonarchic 
Readership of the Book of King." ZA W 116 (2004) 555-67. 

Boda, Mark J. "Prayer." "Ezra." "Nehemiah." in Dictionwy of the Old 
Testament: Historical Books, ed. B.T. Arnold; H.G.M. Williamson. 
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press. 

___ ."Terrifying the Horns: Persia and Babylon in Zechariah 1:7-6: 15." CBQ 
67 (2005) 22-41. 

Boda, Mark J. and Gordon T. Smith. "Penitence in Christian Tradition." CER 29 
(2005) 45-54. 

Boda, Mark J. and Gordon T. Smith. "Confession as Essential Practice." 
Conversations 3 (2005) 43-48. 

Boda, Mark J. and Stanley E. Porter. "Literature to the Third Degree: Prophecy 
in Zechariah 9-14 and the Passion of Christ." In Traduire le Bible 
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hebrai'que. De Ia Septante a Ia Nouvelle Bible Segond/Translating the 
Hebrew Bible. From the Septuagint to the Nouvelle Bible Segond, ed. 
Manuel Jinbachian and Robert David, 215-54. Sciences bibliques 15. 
Montreal: Mediaspaul, 2005. 

Brant, Jo-Ann A. "Mimesis and Dramatic Art in Ezekiel the Tragedian's 
Exagoge" in Ancient Fiction: The Matrix of Early Christian and Jewish 
Narrative, ed. Jo-Ann A. Brant, Charles W. Hedrick and Chris Shea, 
129- I 47. SBL Symposium Series 32. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 2005. 

Braun, Willi. "Rhetoric, Rhetoricality and Discourse Performances." In Rhetoric 
and Reality and in Early Christianities, ed. Willi Braun, 1-26. ESCJ 17. 
Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2005. 

."'Wir haben doch den amerikanischen Jesus'. Das amerikanische Jesus 
Seminar: Eine Standortbestimrnung." ZNW 16/8 (2005) 30-40. 

Causland, Robert. "The Choral Crowds in the Tragedy according to St. 
Matthew." In Ancient Fiction: The Matrix of Early Christian and 
Jewish Narrative, ed. Jo-Ann Brant, Charles W. Hedrick, and C1u·is 
Shea, 255-73. SBL Symposium Series 35. Atlanta. Scholars Press, 
2005. 

___ ."God, the Bad and the Ugly: The Vi(t)a Negativa of Nick Cave and P. 
J. Harvey." In Call Me the Seeker: Listening to Religion in Popular 
Music, ed. Michael J. Gilmour, 129-57. New York and London: 
Continuum, 2005. 

___ ."The Much-Suffering Eye in Antioch's House of the Evil Eye." RST 24 
(2005) 61-74. 

Cox, Claude E. "Biblical Studies and the Armenian Bible, 1980-2002." RB 
12/13 (2005) 355-68. 

___ . "Why didn't Elder Donald McLaren's Baptist Church Have 
Communion when Elder William Trout came to visit?" In Restoring the 
First-centwy Church in the Twenty-first Century: Essays on the Stone
Campbell Restoration Movement (in Honor of Don Haymes), ed. Hans 
Rollmann and Warren Lewis, 141-46. Studies in the History and 
Culture ofWorld Christianities 1. Eugene, OR: Wipfand Stock, 2005. 

. "The Movement in Ontario." In Ronald A. Fraser, Stewart J. Lewis and 
Claude Cox, "The Movement in Canada," in The Encyclopedia of the 
Stone-Campbell Movement, ed. Douglas A. Foster, Paul M. Blowers, 
Anthony L. Dunnavant and D. Newell Williams, 154-56. Grand Rapids 
and Cambridge: Eerdmans, 2004. 

Crook, Zeba. "Reciprocity: Covenantal Exchange as a Test Case." In Ancient 
Israel: The Old Testament in its Social Context, edited by Philip F. 
Esler, 78-91. Fortress: Philadelphia, 2005 . 

___ . "Reflections on Culture and Social-Scientific Models ." JBL 124 (2005) 
515-20. 
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Duhaime Jean. "Les manuscrits de Qumran dans trois traductions du livre 
d'Isa'ie ." InTraduire Ia Bible hebrai'que - Translating the Hebrew 
Bible ed. R. David and M. Jinbachian, 319-49. Sciences Bibliques 15. 

' 
Montreal: Mediaspaul, 2005. . 

Ehrlich, Carl. "Gott der Geschichte und der Weisheit: Response auf ~hnstoph 
Schwobel." In Biblische Theologie, ed. P. Hanson, B. Janowski, and M. 
Welker, 155-59. Altes Testament und Moderne 14; Munster: LIT-

Verla&2005. . . 
. "Philistines." In Dictionary of the Old Testament: Hlstoncal Books, ed. 

--- B. T. Arnold and H. G. M. Williamson, 782-92. Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press, 2005. 

Fried Lisbeth S. "Cyrus the Messiah." Bible Review 19/5 (2003) 26-33, 44. 
' . "A Silver Coin ofYohanan Hakkohen." Transeuphratime 26 (2003) 65-

85, Pis. II-V . 
. "A Governor ofByblos from Sippar." N.A.B. U. 36 (2003). . 

---."The Land Lay Desolate: Conquest and Restoration in the Anc1ent Near 
--- East." In Judah and Judeans in the Neo-Babylonian Period, ed. 0. 

Lipschits and J. Blenkinsopp, 21-54 Winona Lake: Eisenbraun~, 2003. 
Gaston, Lloyd. "Faith in Romans 12 in the Light of the Common Ltfe of the 

Roman Church." In Common Life in the Early Church : Essays 
Honoring Graydon F. Snyder, ed. Julian V. Hills et al., 258-64. 
Harrisburg: Trinity Press International, 1998 . 

. "Reading the Text and Digging the Past: The First Audience of 
Romans." In Text and Artifact in the Religions of Mediterranean 
Antiquity: Essays in Honour of Peter Richardson, ed. Stephe? ~
Wilson and Michel Desjardins, 35-44. ESCJ 9. Waterloo: W!lfnd 
Laurier University Press, 2000. 

. "Romans in Context: The Conversation Revisited." In Pauline 
onversations in Context: Essays in Honor of Calvin J. Roetzel, ed. 
Janice Capel Anderson, Philip Sellew and Claudia Setzer, 125-41. 
JSOTSup 221. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002. . 

. "New Testament Theology after the Holocaust: Exegetical 
--- Responsibilities and Canonical Possibilities." In A Shadov:' of Gl01y: 

Reading the New Testament ajier the Holocaust, ed. Tod Lmafelt, 128-
39. New York and London: Routledge, 2002 . 

. "Jewish Communities in Sardis and Smyrna." In Religious Rivalries 
--- and the Struggle for Success in Sardis and Smyrna. ed. R. S. Ascough, 

17-24. ESCJ 14; Waterloo: Wilfred Laurier University Press, 2005. 
. "The Impact of New Perspectives on Judaism and Improved Jewish/ 

Christian Relations on the Study of Paul." Biblical Interpretation 9 
(2005). 
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Gilmour, Michael. "Brainwashed, by George Hanison and the Bhagavad Gita." 
Journal of Religion and Popular Culture 8 (2004) 
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Haase, Ingrid M. "Uzzah's Rebellion." Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 5 (2004) 
article 3. 

Haber, Susan. "From Priestly Torah to Christ Cultus: The Re-Vision of 
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Hammer, Keir E. and Michele Murray. "Acquaintances, Supporters and 
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Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2005. 
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International Organization for Septuagint and Cognate Studies 37 
(2004) 73-86. 
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In The Book of Psalms: Composition and Reception, ed. Peter W. Flint 
and Patrick D. Miller, 505-36. Formation and Interpretation of Old 
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Leiden: Brill, 2005. 
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Humphrey, Edith M. Articles in The Dictionmy for Theologicaf Interpretation 
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"Jesus and Scripture," 358-63; "Infancy Narratives," 325-27 
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Paul's Struggle Toward a Christian Identity of Hybridity." Theoforum 
35/2 (2004) I73-93. 

LA SOCIETE CANADIENNE DES ETUDES BIBLIQUES 35 

" 'The Commandment which is for Life ' (Romans 7.10): Sin's Use of 
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265-79. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. . 
Kalimi, Isaac. "Medieval Sephardic-Oriental Jewish Bible Exegesis: T~e 
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Ellens and J.A. Waddell, 366-72 . Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 

. "What Is a Christian Apocryphal Text and How Does It Work? Some 
Observations on Apocryphal Hermeneutics." Neder/ands Th eologisch 
Tijdschrift 59 (2005) 31-40. 

. "Jesus' Charismatic Authority: On the Historical Applicability of a 
Sociological Model." JAAR 73 (2005) 395-427 . 

. "Livre du coq." In Ecrits apocryphes chretiens, vol. 2, ed . P. Geoltrain 
and J.-D. Kaestli, 135-203. Paris : Gallimard, 2005. 

Piovanellia, Pierluigi, R. Bey lot and J.-N. Peres. "Martyre de Luc." In Ecrits 
apoc1y phes chretiens, vol. 2, ed.P. Geoltrain and J.-D. Kaestli, 959-
978. Paris: Gallimard, 2005 . 

. "Predication de Jacques fils de Zebedee et Martyre de Jacques fils de 
- - - Zebedee". In Ecrits apoc1y phes chn!tiens, vol. 2, ed . P . Geoltrain and 

J.-D. Kaestli, 933-57. Paris: Gallimard, 2005. 
Reinhartz, Adele. "John, Gender and Judaism: A Feminist's Dilenm1a." In 

Kontexte der Schrift, Ed. I . Text - Ethik- Judentum und Christen tum 
Gesellschaft. Festschrift fur Ekkehard W. Stegemann zum 60. 
Geburtstagi, ed. Gabriella Gelardini et al., 184-97. Stuttgart: 
Kohlhanm1er, 2005. 

. "A Fork in the Road or a Multi-Lane Highway? New Perspectives on 
'The Parting of the Ways ' Between Judaism and Christianity." In Th e 
Changing Face of Judaism, Christianity and Other Greco-Roman 
Religions in Antiquity, 278-93. Studien zu den Ji.idischen Schriften aus 
hellenistisch-romischer Zeit, Bd 2. Gi.itersloh: Gi.itersloher, 2005. 
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. "Celluloid Saviors and the Gospels." Jesus in the World's Faiths: 
Leading Thinkers from the Five Religions Reflect on His Meaning, ed. 
Gregory A. Barker, 161-65. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2005. 

. "Love, Hate, and Violence in the Gospel of John." In Violence in the 
--- New Testam ent, ed. Shelly Matthews and E. Leigh Gibson, 109-23 . 

New York: Continuum, 2005 . 
. "John and Judaism: A Response to Burton Visotzky." In Life in 

--- Abundance: Studies of John's Gospel in Tribute to Raymond E. 
Brown, S. S., ed. John Donahue, 108-16. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 
2005. 

Reinhartz, Adele with Miriam-Simma Walfish. "From Conflict to Co-Existence: 
Hagar and Sarah in Jewish Interpretation." In Children of Hagar and 
Sarah: Muslim, Jewish, and Christian, ed. Phyllis Trible and Letty M. 
Russell, 101-25. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2005. 

Rives, James. 'Fiavian Religious Policy and the Destruction of the Jemsalem 
Temple." In Flavius Josephus and Flavian Rome, ed. J. Edmondson, S. 
Mason, and J. Rives, 145-66. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

___ . "Christian Expansion and Christian Ideology." In The Spread of 
Christianity in the First Four Centuries: Essays in Explanation, ed. W. 
V. Harris, 15-41. Leiden: Brill, 2005. 

Runions, Erin. "Refusal to Mourn: U.S. National Melancholia and its Prophetic 
Precursors." Postscripts 1.1 (2005) 17-46. 

Segal, Eliezer. "Rabbi Eleazar's Perutah." JR 85 (2005) 25-42. 
Spilsbury, Paul. "Reading the Bible in Rome: Flavius Josephus and the 

Constraints of Empire." In Josephus and Jewish History in Flavian 
Rome and Beyond, ed. J. Sievers and Gaia Lembi, 209-27. Supplements 
to the Journal for the Study of Judaism 104. Leiden: Brill, 2005. 

Suderman, W. Derek. "Modest or Magnificent? Lotus vs. Lily in Canticles." 
CBQ 77 (2005) 42-58. 

Wassen, Cecilia. "Roman and Byzantine Palestine." In The World and its 
Peoples Encyclopedia, vol. 7, Israel, Jordan and Lebanon. London: 
The Brown Reference Group, 2005. 

___ ."From Canaan to Israel." In The World and its Peoples Encyclopedia, 
vol. 7, Israel, Jordan and Lebanon. London: The Brown Reference 
Group, 2005. 

___ ."Palestine Invaded." In The World and its Peoples Encyclopedia, vol. 7, 
Israel, Jordan and Lebanon. London: The Brown Reference Group, 
2005. 

Webster, Jane S. Entries in An Encyclopedia of Spiritual and Religious 
Development in Childhood and Adolescence, edited by Elizabeth 
Dowling and George Scarlett. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2005. 

"Bible: Introduction"; "Bible: Jewish" 
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"Bible Apocrypha I Deuterocanonicals" 
"Bible: Christian"; "John the Baptist"; "De~d Se~ Scrolls.·:, 

Wray Beal, Lissa M. "Blessings Lost: Intertextual Invers10ns m Hosea. In 
Didaskalia 16/2 (2005): 17-39. , . 

Zerbe, Gordon. "Constructions of Paul in Filipino Theology of Snuggle. Asta 
Journal of Theology 19 (2005): 188-220. 

Appointments, Promotions, Awards, Honours 

Batten, Alicia. Wang Center Travel/Research Award, Pacific Lutheran 
University. 

. Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor, Pacific Lutheran 
University. 

Ben Zvi, Ehud. 2005 McCalla Professorship, University of Alberta. 
Bertone, John A. Interim Assistant Professor of New Testament at Houghton 

College, NY . . 
Boda, Mark J. Appointment to Faculty of Theology, McMaster Umve.rsity .. 

. Appointment to Senate and Graduate Council, M.cMa~ter Umversity. 
Cousland, Robert. Visiting Professor, Ritsumeikan Umversity, Kyoto, Japan, 

Fall Session, 2006. . , , 
Couturier, Guy. Member of The Royal Society of Canada I La Societe royale du 

Canada 2003. 
di Giovanni, Andrea. Leonard Scholarship, St. Michael's College. 
Dion, Marie-France. Assistant Professor (Hebrew Bible) Department of 

Theological Studies, Concordia University, Montre~l. .. 
Duhaime, Jean. Dean of the Faculte de theologie et de sciences des rehg10ns, 

Universite de Montreal, June 2005. 
Ehrlich, Carl. Professor, York University. . . 
Fried Lisbeth S. Henry Mitchell MacCracken Fellow, New York Umversity. 
Habe~, Susan. Appointment to the SBL Student Advisor~ Group. . . 
Hiebert, Robert J.V. Director of the new Septuagint Institute of Tnmty Western 

University and Graduate School of Theological Studies, September, 
2005. 

Humphrey, Edith M. Tenure at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, May 2?05. 
. William F. Orr Associate Professor of New Testament, Pittsburgh 

--- Theological Seminary, December, 2005. . 
Irwin, Brian P. Assistant Professor of Old Testament/Hebrew Scnptures, Knox 

College, Toronto School of Theology. 
Jeal, Roy R. Professor. William & Catherine Booth College.. . . . 
MacDonald, Margaret Y. Interim Dean of Arts, St. Francis Xavier Umvers1ty, 

August 1, 2005- July 1, 2006. 



40 CANADIAN SOCIETY OF BIBLCIAL STUDIES 

McLaughlin, John. 2005 Norman E. Wagner Award. 
___ . Cross-appointed to the graduate faculty, Dept. of Near and Middle 

Eastern Civilizations, University of Toronto. 
. Editorial Consultant, Navalis Press. 

Middleton, J. Richard . Received tenure, Roberts Wesleyan College (May 2005) 
___ . 2005 Peter Craigie Memorial Lecture, University of Calgary, 

November 1, 2005. 

Mitchell, Matthew W. Two-year contract as Assistant Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Comparative Religion, Dalhousie University 2005-07. 

___ . Dalhousie University Research Development Grant 2005-07. 
Murray, Michele. Associate Professor, Bishop's University. 
Penner, Todd. Associate Professor and to the H. and Marie Cloud Professorship 

in Religious Studies. 
Reinhartz, Adele. Associate Vice-President Research, University of Ottawa; 
___ . Professor, Department of Classics and Religious Studies, University of 

Ottawa. 
___ . Election to the Royal Society of Canada 2005. 
Richardson, Peter. Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. 
Runions, Erin. Assistant Professor, Department of Religious Studies, Pomona 

College Claremont, California. 
Wassen, Cecilia. Assistant Professor at Wilfrid Laurier University (2 year term). 
Wray Beal, Lissa M. Associate Professor of Old Testament, Providence College 

and Seminary, Otterburne, MB. 

Dissertations/Theses Completed 

Teitelbaum, Dina. "The Jewish Ossuary Phenomenon. Cultural Receptivity in 
Roman Palestine." Ph.D., University of Ottawa, 2005. 

Miller, Daniel R. "Incantations in Ancient West Semitic Corpora and in the 
Hebrew Bible: Continuity and Discontinuity." Ph.D., University of 
Michigan, 2006. 
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Research in Progress 

Ascough, Richard S. Recruitment, Conversion, and Adherence in Greco-Roman 
Associations . 

. Socio-rhetorical commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians . 
Batten, Alicia. Letter of James. 

. Moral World of Antiquity. 
Boda, Mark J. Tradition in Haggai/Zechariah 1-8. 

. (Dis)Unity of Ezra-Nehemiah: Redaction, Rhetoric, Reader. 
---. Temple Building Texts and Rituals in the ancient Near East and 
--- Hebrew Bible. 

. Chronicles, Judges, Zechariah, Penitence in Old Testament Theology. 
Calvert-Koyzis, Nancy. Nineteenth century women's interpretations of New 

Testament women . 
. Mary Magdalene in TheDa Vinci Code in contrast to recent scholarly 

research on the Magdalene by scholars of the New Testament and early 
Christianity. 

Causland, J .Robert C. Sacred Space in the Gospel of Matthew. 
. The books of Adam and Eve. 

Crook, Zeba. Modelling Exchange in the Biblical World. 
. Jesus in Novels. 
. An English Reader's Synopsis. 

Duhaime, Jean. Non-Biblical scrolls from Qumran. 
. Annotated translation of the War Scroll (1 QM). 

Feuerherrn, Karljiirgen G. The Archive of Abum-waqar: collection of Old 
Babylonian economic tablets . 

. The Old Babylonian tablets at the Royal Ontario Museum. 
Hiebert Robert J. V. Critical edition of IV Maccabees. 
Hump~ey, Edith M. Open Heaven and Closed Case: The Rhetoric of Vision in 

the New Testament. 
Jeal, Roy R. Socio-Rhetorical Commentaries on Colossians and Philemon .. 

. Socio-Rhetorical Interpretations of the Revised Common Lectionary 
(Years A and B). 

. Translation of LXX Wisdom of Solomon. 
Jervis, L. Ann. At the Heart of the Gospel: Suffering in the Early Christian 

Message . 
. Paul's Ethics. 

Kloppenborg, Jolm S. The Tenants in the Vineyard: Ideology, Economy, and 
Agrarian conflict in Jewish Palestine, an analysis of Mark 12:1-12 and 
parallels and GThom 65-66 . 

. The Letter of James . 

. Associations in the Ancient World. 
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Middleton, J. Richard. Commentary on I and 2 Samuel. 
. Violence in the Bible. 

Muir, Steven. Magic in the Roman empire. 
___ . Use of images in the Greco-Roman Imperial cult. 
McLaughlin, John. Monograph on Ancient Israelite Religion. 
___ . Monograph on Prophets and Justice. 
Reinhartz, Adele. Caiaphas in History, Historiography and Culture. 
___ . Jesus ofHollywood. 
Spilsbury, Paul. Translation and Commentary for Josephus' Judean Antiquities 

1 I . 
Wassen, Cecilia. Women in the Second Temple Period. 
___ . Demonology. 
Wray Beal, Lissa M. An Old Testament Narrative Model for 'Moving Beyond.' 
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2005/ 2006 CSBS Membership Directory 

Sean A. Adams 
McMaster Divinity College 
20I Holton Ave. S. 
Hamilton, ON, L8M 2L8 
(H) 905-545-6805 
adams.sean@gmail.com 

Ellen B. Aitken 
Faculty of Religious Studies 
McGill University 
3520 University St. 
Montreal PQ, H3A 2A 7 
(W) 514-398-8367 
(H) 514-931-8098 
(F) 514-398-6665 
ellen.aitken@mcgill.ca 

Laura Alary 
122 Hannaford St. 
Toronto, ON, M4E 3Hl 
(H) 416-686-6862 
laura. alary@rogers.com 

William E. Alexander 
589 West 19th Ave. 
Vancouver, BC, V5Z 1 W8 
(H) 604-874-7407 
wea@aya.yale.edu 

Bill Anderson 
4427 - 152 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB, T5Y 3C3 
(H) 780-930-I797 
whuanderson@shaw.ca 

Matthew Anderson 
Department ofTheology 
Concordia University 

4288 De Lorimier 
Montreal, PQ, H2H 2B I 
(W) 514-247-1014 
(H) 514-529-0359 
matthew.a@sympatico.ca 

Stephen Andrews 
Thomeloe University 
Ramsey Lake Rd. 
Sudbury, ON, P3E 2C6 
(W) 705-673-1730 
(H) 705-688-0438 
(F) 705-673-4979 
sandrews@nickel.laurentian.ca 

William E. Arnal 
Department of Religion 
University of Regina 
3737 Wascana Parkway 
Regina SK, S4S OA2 
(W) 306-585-5680 
(H) 306-790-9164 
(F) 306-585-4815 
william.arnal@uregina.ca 

Richard S. Ascough 
Queen's Theological College 
Kingston ON, K7L 3N6 
(W) 613-533-6000 
(H) 613-384-4608 
(F) 613-533-6879 
rsa@post.queensu.ca 
http: //post.queensu.ca/~rsa/ 

Jo-Ann Badley 
Newman Theological College 
15611 St. Albert Trail 
Edmonton AB, T6Y 1H3 
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(W) 780-447-2993 
(H) 780-444-2531 
(F) 780-447-2685 
jo-ann.badley@newman.edu 

Rene Baergen 
50 Allen St. E. 
Waterloo, ON, N21 112 
(H) 519-743-5972 
rene. baergen@u toronto. ca 

Murray Baker 
Wycliffe College 
82 Stevens Cres. 
Georgetown ON, L7G 1B6 
(H) 905-877-7942 
murrayanddenise@compuserve.de 

Alicia Batten 
Department of Religion 
Pacific Lutheran College 
Tacoma WA 98447 
(W) 253-535-7784 
(H) 253-539-8715 
(F) 253-536-5132 
battenaa@plu.edu 

Wayne Baxter 
3-1172 Old Mohawk Rd. 
Ancaster ON, L9K 1K2 
(W) 905-304-4255 
baxterws@mcmaster.ca 

Lee Beach 
McMaster Divinity College 
73 Gates Cr. 
Ajax, ON, LIS 6Z4 
(W) 905-525-9140 
(H) 905-428-0279 
ljbeach@sympatico.ca 

Mary Ann Beavis 
Religious Studies and 

Anthropology 
St. Thomas More College 
1437 College Drive 
Saskatoon SK, S7N OW6 
(W) 306-966-8948 
(H) 306-935-5931 
(F) 306-966-8904 
mbeavis@stmcollege.ca 
www. usask.ca/relst/MABea vis 
.htm 

Roger Beck 
Erindale College 
University ofToronto 
3359 Mississauga Rd. N. 
Mississauga ON, L5L 1C6 
(W) 905-569-4686 
(H) 905-876-0304 
(F) 905-828-5202 
rbeck@utm.utoronto.ca 
www.erin.utoronto.ca/-rbeck/b 
eck.htm 

Eve-Marie Becker 
Institut fur Neues Testament, 

Erlangen 
Kolstrasse 6 
D-91 054 Erlangen Germany 
eve-marie.becker@web.de 

Ronald Bell 
1413 Thornwood Cres 
Kingston ON, K7P 3B6 
(H) 613-389-6066 
bell_rw@hotmail.com 

R. Bruce Bennett 
1A Bain Ave. 
Toronto, ON, M4K 1ES 
(H) 416-406- 1244 
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bruce.bennett@utoronto.ca 

Ehud Ben Zvi 
History and Classics 
University of Alberta 
2-28 HM Tory Bldg. 
Edmonton AB, T6G 2H4 
(W) 780-492-7183 
(H) 780-437-1338 
(F) 780-492-9125 
ehud. ben.zvi@ualberta.ca 
www. ualberta. ca/-ebenzvi 

Amanda Benckhuysen 
7 6 Chelmsford Ave. 
Toronto ON, M2R 2W4 
(H) 416-512-996 
ajw.benckhuysen@utoronto.ca 

David A. Bergen 
7107 Huntercrest Rd. NW 
Calgary AB, T2K 419 
(H) 403-275-5369 
burgndy@telus.net 

John A. Bertone 
2498 Thompson Rd., RR#1 
Niagara Falls ON, L2E 6S4 
(H) 905-374-7886 
jabertone@aol.com 

Larry W. Beverly 
Presbyterian Church of Canada 
PO Box 847 
Crystal Beach ON, LOS 1BO 
(H) 905-894-0485 
(F) 905-894-9127 
lbeverly@becon.org 

Fiona C. Black 
Dept. ofReligious Studies 
Mt. Allison University 
63D York Street 

Sackville NB, E4L 1 G9 
(W) 506-364-2555 
(F) 506-364-2645 
fblack@mta.ca 

Steve D. Black 
Toronto School of Theology 
305 High Park Ave. 
Toronto ON, M6P 2S8 
(W) 416-766-4635 
sdblack@rogers.com 

Lincoln Blumell 
96 Coleridge A venue 
Toronto, ON, M4C 4H6 
(H) 416-927-1650 
lincoln.blumell@utoronto.ca 

Mark Boda 
McMaster Divinity School 
McMaster University 
1280 Main St. W. 
Hamilton ON, L8S 4Kl 
(W) 905-525-9140 
(H) 905-524-4843 
mjboda@mcmaster.ca 
http://divinity.mcmaster.ca/fac 
ulty/boda.htrnl 

Keith Bodner 
Atlantic Baptist University 
Box 6004, 
Moncton, NB, E1C 9L7 
(W) 1-888-968-6228 ext 13 7 
Keith.Bodner@abu.nb.ca 

Dean Brady 
McGill University 
4584 Kensington Ave. 
Montreal, PQ, H4B 2W5 
(H) 514-487-8758 
dean.brady@mail.mcgill.ca 
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Jo-Ann Brant 
Dept. of Bible, Religion and Phil. 
Goshen College 
Goshen, IN 46526 
(W) 574-535-7458 
(H) 574-534-5357 
(F) 574-535-7293 
joanna b@gos hen. ed u 

Willi Braun 
His tory and Classics 
University of Alberta 
2-28 Tory Bldg. 
Edmonton, AB, T6G 2H4 
(W) 780-492-9125 
(H) 780-435-8665 
wi lli.braun@ualberta.ca 

Angela Brkich 
Concordia University 
3 I Gingerwood 
Kirkland, PQ, H9J 1R9 
(H) 5 I4-694-373 I 
rasutherland@sympatico.ca 

Laurence Broadhurst 
University of Manitoba 
309 Montrose Street 
Winnipeg, MB, R3M 3M1 
(W) 204-474-8114 
I_ broadhurst@umanitoba.ca 

Schuyler Brown 
Faculty of Theology 
Univ. of Michael's College 
81 St. Mary St. 
Toronto ON, M5S 1 J4 
(W) 416-766- I 887 
(H) 4 I 6-241-5002 
(F) 416-926-7294 
schuyler.brown@utoronto.ca 

Nancy Calvert-Koyzis 
Redeemer University College 
499 Stone Church Rd., W. 
Hamilton ON, L9B 1A5 
(H) 905-575-5745 
nancy.koyzis@sympatico.ca 

Yvette E. Burke 
St. Michael's College, TST 
18-1363 Queen St. East 
Toronto, ON, M4L 1 C7 
(W) 416-461 -3014 
y.burke@utoronto.ca 

Gerald Caron 
Atlantic School of Theology 
640 Francklyn St. 
Halifax NS, B3H 3B5 
(W) 902-425-5494 
(H) 902-425-3798 
(F) 902-492-4048 
gera ldcaron@yahoo. com 

Donald A. Carson 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity 

School 
2065 Half Day Rd. 
Deerfield IL, 60015 
(W) 847-317-8081 
(H) 847-549-7168 
(F) 847-317-8141 
adnosrac@trin.edu 

Philippa A. Carter 
3545 Eglinton Ave. W 
Toronto ON, M6M 1 V7 
carterph@mcmaster.ca 

Stephen Chambers 
Concordia Lutheran Seminary 
4715-12 Ave. NW 
Edmonton AB, T6L 5X4 
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(W) 780-474-1468 
(H) 780-485-1711 
student I i fe@concordiasem.ab.ca 

Anthony Chartrand-Burke 
School of Arts and Letters 
Atkinson Faculty of Liberal 

and Prof. Studies 
York University 
Toronto, ON 
(H) 519-576-6802 
tburke@yorku.ca 

Agnes Choi 
78 Statesman Sq. 
Toronto ON, M 1 S 4H6 
(W) 416-288-4104 
agnes.choi@utoronto.ca 

Frank Clancy 
23 Crestwood Dr. 
Cambridge ON, N1S 3N8 
(H) 519-621-4878 
ardee45@hotmail.com 

David Cloutier 
Heinrich-von-Kleist.Str. 1 
69198 Schriesheim 
Germany 
(6203) 661983 
david.cloutier@student. uni. tuebing 
en.de 

Alan Cooper 
Jewish Theological Seminary 
3080 Broadway 
New York NY 10027-4649 
(W) 212-678-8928 
(H) 973-762-2612 
(F) 212-678-8961 
amcooper@optonline.net 

Wendy J. Cotter 
Dept. ofTheology 
Loyola University of Chicago 
6525 North Sheridan Rd. 
Chicago, IL, 60626 
(W) 773-508-8456 
(H) 773-262-6619 
(F) 773-508-2292 
wcotter@wpo.it.luc.edu 

John Course 
St. David's Anglican Church 
154 Pancake Lane 
Fonthill, ON, LOS 1E2 
(W) 905-734-4627 
(H) 905-892-0837 
jcourse 1 @cogeco.ca 

Robert Cousland 
Dept. of Classical, Near 
Eastern and Religious Studies 
University of British Columbia 
1866 Main Mall 
Vancouver, BC, V6T 1Zl 
(W) 604-822-4062 
(F) 604-822-9431 
cousland@interchange.ubc.ca 

Guy Couturier 
Faculte de Theologie 
Universite de Montreal 
CP 6128 Succ Centre-Ville 
Montreal, PQ, H3C 3J7 
(H) 5 I 4-735-4812 
(F) 514-343-5738 

Jay Cowsill 
English 
University of Saskatchewan 
701 6th Ave. North 
Saskatoon, SK, S7K 2S8 
(W) 306-652-2407 
jmc590@mail.usask.ca 
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Claude Cox 
18 Roslyn Rd. 
Barrie ON, L2M 2X6 
(W) 705-722-7155 
(H) 705-73 7-2272 
(F) 705-726-1076 
c.cox@sympatico.ca 

Barbara Craig 
Trinity College 
1523-30 Charles St. W. 
Toronto ON, M4Y IRS 
(W) 416-978-2156 
(H) 519-438-7705 
craigunitb@hotmail.com 

Zeba Crook 
Dept of Classics and Religion 
Carleton University 
1125 Colonel By Dr. 
Ottawa, ON, KIS 5B6 
(W) 613-520-2600 
(H) 519-438-7889 
zeba _ crook@carleton.ca 
www.carleton.ca/-zcrook 

Robert C. Culley 
Faculty of Religious Studies 
McGill University 
3520 University St. 
Montreal, PQ, H3A 2A 7 
(H) 514-695-9736 
(F) 514-398-6665 
robert.culley@mcgill.ca 

Tony Cummins 
Trinity Western University 
7600 Glover Road 
Langley, BC, V2Y 1 Y I 
(W) 604-888-7511 
(H) 604-882-2648 

tony.curnrnins@twu.ca 

Alexander Damm 
Unit 234 
3349 Mississauga Road, 
Mississauga ON, L5L 1 J7 
(H) 905-828-0040 
adamm@chass.utoronto.ca 

Mary R. D'Angelo 
Dept. of Theology 
University of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame, IN, 46556 
(W) 219-631-7040 
(H) 219-237-9032 
(F) 219-631-6842 
mdangelo@nd.edu 

Elizabeth Danna 
361 Valanna Crescent 
Burlington ON, L7L 2K7 
(H) 905-634-8467 
ej danna@arvotek.net 

Elizabeth M. Davis, RSM 
Regis College 
70 St. Mary Street 
Toronto ON, MSS 1J3 
(W) 416-926-8519 
(F) 416-925-4085 
edavis 16@hotmail.com 

Phillip G. Davis 
Religious Studies 
Univ.ofPrince Edward Island 
Charlottetown, PEl, CIA 4P3 
(W) 902-566-0506 
(H) 902-894-9243 
(F) 902-506-0359 
davis@upei.ca 
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Theodore de Bruyn 
Classics and Religious Studies 
University of Ottawa 
70 Laurier Ave. East 
Ottawa ON, KIN 6N5 
(W) 613-730-7841 
(F) 613-730-0782 
tdebruyn@uottawa.ca 

Christiana de Groot 
Dept. of Religion 
Calvin College 
3201 Burton SE 
Grand Rapids, MI, 49546 
(W) 616-957-7042 
(H) 616-248-2981 
cdegroot@calvin.edu 

Nicola Denzey 
Department of Religion 
Bowdoin College 
7300 College Station 
Brunswick, ME, 04011 
(W) 207-725-3465 
(H) 207-582-0390 
ndenzey@bowdoin.edu 

Robert A. Derrenbacker, Jr. 
Regent College 
5800 University Blvd 
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