




No. V.--THE SHAWS OF ROTHIEIVIURCHUS. 

The various tribes composing the Clan 
Chattan were by clan historians group

ed under two heads-those who, though 

of a different na1ne, united, associated, 

and incorporated themselves with and 

under the Mackintosh as their leader, 

and those cadets descended of his O'i\Tn 

house, of old classed under the title 
of "Fuil 'ic an Toisich," that is of 

Mackintosh, his blood. These last were 

nine in number. The four tribes 

hitherto dealt with 1n these papers, viz: Macgilli'i rays, Mac

beans, Macphails, and Macqueens had all voluntarily assoc

iated then1selves, and fell under the first class above noted. 

In the case of the Shaws, they, like the Farq uharsons, 

were both of the class second, above noted, being descended 

of Mackintosh, his house; in course of ti1ne, however, they 

became leaders of their own sept and assumed a distinctive 
surname. 

The name of Shaw became nu1nerous, and is both powerful 

and influential at the present day, and while it is not asserted 

or clai1ned that every Shaw is necessarily of Clan Chattan , 

the clan is most willing to welcome all and every Shaw 

disposed to come in, and adhere to the connection. 

In Sir Eneas Mackintosh's History he places the Shaws 
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second of the nine cadets of his own house (the Toshes of 

Monyvaird being first), and gnres 
I.-the descent of the first Shaw of Rothie1nurchus as son 

of Gilchrist, son of John, son of Angus, 6th Mackintosh, 

and it is generally admitted that Shaw co1n1nanded the thirty 

of Clan Chattan at the North Inch of Perth in I 396, in 

absence of his chief, incapacitated by age. Fro1n the con

figuration of his front teeth S.haw was called Carr Jiachlach, 

and for his valour and success in . I 396 was put in possession, 

though without written title, of the lands of Rothien1urchus, 

which lands had been held by the Mackintoshes of and 

under the Bishops of Moray since the year I236. Shaw is 

recorded to have n1arried the daughter of Robert lVIac

Alasdair vic Aonas. Fron1 and after I 396 Shaw Niackintosh's 

descendants are understood to have taken the name of Shaw 

as their surname, but until about I 560 that of Mackintosh 

adhered, and for some generations the appellation of " Ciar" 

was also hereditary. 
Shaw Mackintosh was interred at Rothiemurchus, and upon 

his tombstone there were placed eight roughly hewn pebbles, 

supposed as long as they remained to indicate prosperity to 

the Shaws. Through lapse of ti1ne some of these stones 

have disappeared, and it is n1atter of tradition that, although 

the re1naining stones were thrown into the river Spey on 

more than one occasion by evil-disposed persons, they were 

1niraculously restored. Connected with this ancient grave an 

outrage was committed a few years ago, by the placing of a 

tmnbstone, co1nmon-place in design, right over, and covering 

the ancient one, by son1e foolish Shaw from. America~ to the 

... , j..,, : • .:. • •. • ~ • 1{!01 • • : l ... . . l.,.,·;lt,~ ~'; \ ~ 
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1nen1ory of a ~ d c • pr esun1e ancestor, that unfortunate Farquhar 

Shaw, who, Wlth Salnuel and 11alcohn l\1acpherson, suffered 

death for alleged desertion fronl . the Black Watch on I8th 

Jul Th' , y, I 743· 1s belated n1ember of the Cl Sh £ d an aw con· 
oun ed. Farquhar, who suffered in I 743, with the first Shaw 

of Rothlein urch us, 'vho died centuries before. 

MODERN TOMBSTONE OVER THE GRAVE OF 

OF ROTHIEMURCHUS. 

The outrage 

H W MACK! TTOSH 

calls for redress bv th ~ 1 · f . . - e 1 enlova o this plece of f: 1 ':fi d 
h · t · 1 · · a s1 e 

lS ory wlt 1 Its I~lsleading inscription, and consequent re·appear-

ance of the ancient nlelnorial now lying below it Th 1 
b

. f · · · e so e 
o ~ect o o-lvlno- th . . o o e accolnpanylng Illustration, speciall 
prepared for these pa a ~ • h y . p....rs, lS to s ow the small rono·hly dr d 
stones Sh M k' o esse . . aw ac Intosh was succeeded by his son, 
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one of the leading lnen of Clan Chattan at the 
II.-James, . where he fell. This J an1es has 
battle of Harlaw ln I4I r, . 

f d d b Boetius with Malcohn Macktntosh, roth 
been con oun e y . d 'b d 

. 1 I the Kinrara History James lS escn e of Macktntos 1. n . 
" h. hly comtnended for his valour." He n1arned 

as a Jnan tg Ar d . 
d h f Gregor Grant leaving two sons, ts atr, the aug ter o ' . . d 

1 d "c· " or "brown " an eptthet whtch a -commonly sty e tar ' f h 
r t' s and Adatn o w on1 hered to his successors lOr genera ton ' ' 

hereafter under the Shaws of Tordarroch. 

Al d . c· being a child at his father's death, the III.- as atr tar . . 
Comyns took the opportunity of re-establishtng thetnsel~es tn 

Rothiemurchus, and to the COtnyns, who were great butlders, 

has to be placed the credit of erecting the well-kno,vn castle 

of Loch-an-Eilean. d 
d . c· secrete The circun1stances under which Alas atr lar was 

by his nurse among her friends in Strath Ardil, and her 
. . f ~ . h h came to manhood by touching recognttlon o hnn \V en e 

his breathing through the keyhole of the door, ~he manner 

of regaining his estate, and the defeat of his enemtes at ~ag-
1 b · favourite anctent na-Cuimeineach, are well cnown, etng a 

1 d . c· ' edecessors held story among Highlanders. A as atr tar s pr . 
. . bl . h d 't was not untll Rothiemurchus \\ tthout henta e ng t, an 1 · 

1464 that Alexander obtained his first written title fr~m 
Al d · h married Mtss David Stuart Bishop of Moray. as atr, w o 

'. . . 1 t' d betwixt the Stuart of Ktncardtne, ts frequent y n1en 1one 

£ J h his successor, years 1464-1482, and left our sons- o n, 

Sh f Dell and Alasdair Og, and James, of whom the aws 0 

d I of wh01n Dalnavert respectively, after referred to, an ver, 

the Shaws of Harris, 
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IV.-John, who married Euphemia, daughter of Allan Mac

kintosh, and grand-daughter of lVfalcohn, roth of Mackintosh, 
with issue; 

V.-Allan, who married the fourth and youngest daughter of 

Farquhar, 13th Mackintosh, by Giles Fraser of Lovat. As 

early as 1536 Allan is fonnd in pecuniary difficulties, falling 
into the dangerous hands of the Gordons. The Gordons were 

unable or unwilling to keep the lands, coveted by the 

Grants of Grant, and n1uch desired by the l\!Iackintoshes as an 

important and early possession of the fatnily. The Gordons 

-vvere willing to deal with Lachlan Mackintosh of Mac

kintosh, but Grant was too n1uch for hin1, and acquired 

Rothiemurchus, greatly to Mackintosh's chagrin, who even 

condescended to entreat Grant to let hin1 have his family's 

ancient possession. Here is an excerpt from 1\fackintosh's 
letter to Grant, dated 2oth February, rs68 :--

"And for all these causes above written, and perpetuity of friendship, 

alliance, and blood, the Laird of Grant whom I esteem my greatest friend, 

to let me have my own native country of Rotbiemurchus for such sums of 

money as he gave for the same, or as he and I may goodly agree, and 

that because it is not unknown to the Laird and his wise council that it 

is my native country as said is." 

Having, as might be expected fr01n the family's character, 
failed in an an1icable arrange1nent, Mackintosh struggled for 

years to retain forcible possession, but finally, about I 586, 
had to succu1n b. Allan's eldest son, 

VI.-J mnes, though occasionally found styled of Rothien1ur

chus, had practically no interest in the estate. His wife 

bore a nmne having always unhappy consequences when con

nected with the Mackintoshes, and her second marriage, vvith 
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her husband's after behaviour, exciting the ire of her eldest 

son, Allan Shaw, brought about the downfall of the old 

house of Rothien1urchus. 

The island, with its ruined castle, has attracted the 

attention of the greatest painters of this century and though 

much of the grand native forest of pine has disappeared, 

LOCH-AN-EILE N CASTLE.- THE A~CIENT STRONGHOLD OF THE 

SHA\~ S OF ROTHIE~.IURCH S. 

Loch-an-Eilean is still an attractive pilgrin1age. There is a 

~einarkable echo from the shore opposite the castle; and it 
1~ understood the eagles are now left in peace. A reproduc

tion of a painting in n1y possession is here given, and I 

conclude this part of the paper with an account from the 

Kinrara MS. History of the punishment at Lo2h-an-Eilean in 
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1531 of the 1nurderer of Lachlan, the 14th l\1ackintosh: -

"In revenge of this barbarous murder, Donald Glas Mackintosh (brother's 

son to the murde rer) ::tnd Donald Mackintosh MacAllan, his cousin, with the 

assistance of the Laird of Macgregor (brolber·in-law to Mackintosh), did 

within a quarter of a year after the slaughter apprehend the said John 

Malcolm's son, and in carcerate him in the Isle of Rothiemurchus, where he 

was kept for a long time in chains, until James, Earl of Moray, then R egent 

of the R ealm, and broth er-in-law to Mackintosh, came to the North, in whose 

presence th e said J ohn was beheaded at the south side of the Loch of 

Rothiemurchus, .upon the Ist day of May, r 53 1." 

P ART SECO D.-THE SHA\VS - TORDARROCH. 

Space forbids dealing with the Shaws of 

Rothien1urchus, the parent sten1, after the 

loss of the estate, but this is of minor 

in1 portance, as particulars will be found 

in the valuable works of the late Rev. 

W. G. Shaw, of Forfar, ancll\1r. Alexander 

l\fackintosh Mackintosh. I find, however, 

one of them as late as 1583, when William 

MacFarq uhar vic lain Ciar renounces to 

Lachlan l\Iackintosh of l\1Iackintosh his occupancy of the farn1 

of Ruthven, in Strathdearn. Willia1n Shaw could not write, 

and the renunciation is signed for hin1 by William Cun11ning, 

Notary Public, Inverness, at the Isle of 1\!Ioy, on 6th June, 

1583, in presence of John Kerr, burgess of Inverness, Lach
lan 1'v1acqueen, in Easter U rchill, J an1es Innes, Servitor to 

Lachlan Mackintosh of Dunachton, Donald MacDoull Mac

pherson, in Essich, and Gillie Callum Macpherson, Elrig. 
M: 
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Closely connected with Clan Chattan ·were the Shaws of 

Tordarroch, othen~ ise Clan Ay, allied to and forn1ing a pro

minent part of Clan Chattan so long as clanship was legally 

recognised. The ancient good feeling still prevails, and has 

found n1arked expression in the writings of Mr. Alexander 

TORDARROCH FARMHOUSE. (MODER:\'.) 

~1ackintosh 1ackintosl1 r 1 Sh , 1onner y aw, above referred to, 
Cadet of Tordarroch. 

As already Inention d tl T d e , 1e or arroch Sha ws descend from 
Adam, son of J aines, second Shaw of Rothie1nurchus. Angus 
Sha,, 's grandson, 

I.-Angu ' settled in Strathdearn about 1468, his posterity 
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ren1a1n1ng 1n Tordarroch as wadsetters under 1ackintosh for 

three centuries, and in course of tin1e acquiring in heritage 

the Da\'och of v\ ester Leys. Fr01n the above Adan1, the Tor

darroch Shaws \vere styled Clan Ay, a barbarous spelling of 

the Gaelic Aidh, and down to and including Governor Alex

ander Shaw, the last possessor of Tordarroch, no tribe of 

Clan Chattan was n1ore staunch and devoted to the chief 

than the Shaws of Tordarroch. By the sale of Rothienlur

chus, and the outlawry of the son of the last owner, the 

Rothiennuchus Shaws went down, while the descendants of 

Adan1, the second son of the second Rothien1urchus, were 

enabled to consolidate then1selYes, and be recognized in r6o9 

as one of the Clan Chattan, their head being acknowledged 

as chieftains of the later Inveruess-shire Sha\vs. Adan1 was 

succeeded by his son, 

II.-Robert, who was father of Angus and Bean. 

III.- Angus is found r 543 a leading man in the clan, but 

is not designed Shaw: 1nerely Angus l\1ac Robert. He "'as 

the first wadsetter of Tordarroch. Dying without issue, he 

was succeeded by his brother, 

IV.-Bean, or Benja1nin, who had two sons, Adan1, who · 

succeeded, and Angus, who succeeded his brother, and one 

daughter, Effie, who married Donald Mac Gillie Callun1 

(Macpherson) of Essich. 

V.-Ada1n Shaw of Tordarroch, known as Ay 1v1ac Bean v1c 

Robert, signs the Bond of Union among the Clan Chattan 

in r6o9, "for hin1self, and taking the full burden of his race 

of Clan Ay," establishing, as pointed out by Mr. A. Mac

kintosh Mackintosh, that the Tordarroch Shaws had by this 
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tin1e attained the position of a distinct sept of Clan Chattan, 

uncle~ their own chieftain. Adan1 Shaw died I62o-r62r, having 

n1arned Agnes, daughter of Alexander Fraser of Farraline 

by wh01n he left an only daughter, J\Iargaret, married t~ 
Donald J\1ackintosh, lawful son of \Villian1 Mackintosh of 

Rayag. He was succeeded by his brother, 

TORD.ARRO H BRIDGE. 

VI.-Angus, who, besides Tordarroch, possessed the lands of 
Knocknagail aud Wester· L H · d K h · d h 
f 

eys. e marne at enne, aug ter 
o An o-us lVIacbe t f TT • 

o an, rs o .1.'\..lnchyle. Angus was succeeded 
by his son, 

YII.---Robert, regarding whon1 there are numerous references 

during the period I666-r69r, Robert Shaw is one of the 
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subscribers of the Bond g1ven by the Clan Chattan to their 

chief, Mackintosh, dated Kincairn, 29th Nove1nber, I664. By 

his wife, Agnes Fraser, Robert had, according to J'vir. Mac

kintosh's account, four sons, Alexander, John, Donald, and 

Williatn, also one daughter, Effie. I find, however, a note 

of Robert Sha\Y, younger of Tordarroch, 111 r 7 ro. Robert 

Shaw -vvas succeeded by his eldest son, 
VIII.-Alexander, who n1arried Anne J\tfackintosh of Kellachie, 

and is found during the period r679-I7I6. In the rising of 

r 715 the Clan Chattan put forth nearly all its strength. 

Alexander himself was too old to take the field, but his son 

Robert was Captain, another son, Angus, Lieutenant, and his 

brother, Williani Shaw, Quartern1aster. The conduct of the 

clan in that n1emorable rising has been highly con1n1ended, 

and even the Reverend Renegade, Patten, speaks of " their 

good order and equipment." Another writes, "they were the 

n1ost resolute and best arn1ed of any that con1posed the 

anny." Another that the "regiment was reckoned the best 

the Earl of Mar had." Robert Shaw was taken prisoner 

at Preston, and died at N ewgate, and one of his letters from 

prison I have the good fortune to possess. John, the young

est son, was a pron1inent Writer in Inverness, and the con

fidential adviser of the Iackintosh fan1ily. His son Williatn, 

styled of Craigfield, was possessor of considerable lands in 

Strathnairn, but his descendants in the 111ale line are extinct. 

IX.-Angus Shaw, second son of Alexander Shaw, succeeded 

his father. Warned by the fate of his elder brother in I 7 I 5, 

and helped by the wit of his \\·ife, Angus did not take a 

part in the rising of r 745, and was thereby enabled to 
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befriend n1any of his kin. He was at his house at Wester 

Leys the day of the battle of Culloden, and thus, unaware of 

the Prince's hurried call at the old house of Tordarroch, lost 

the opportunity of ministering to the Prince's wants on his 

flight to the vVest, a matter of regret to himself and to his des

cendants, even to this day. The steep and narrow bridge, 

near Tordarroch, over which the Prince then rode, still stands, 

a photo. reproduction of which is given on page 92. Angus 

married Anne Dallas of Cantray, and of their ntunerous des

cendants Mr. Mackintosh Mackintosh gtves a full account. 
His eldest son, 

X.-Alexander, con1n1only known in his late years as "Gov

ernor Shaw," fr01n having held the post of Lieutenant Gov

ernor of the Isle of Man fron1 r 790 to r8o4, succeeded. 

Governor Shaw had a distinguished military career, chiefly 

in An1erica, and not\\ ithstanding his early leaving the North, 

\vas very clannish and popular with his nun1erous connections 
in the Highlands. He n1arried first, r--

Charlotte Stewart of Inverness, and 
secondl}, Anne Elizabeth Blanckley. 

He had issue by both marriages. Gov

ern or Sha·w died at Bath 1n I 8 r r. 
He was succeeded by his son, 

XI,-John Shaw, who also had a dis

tinguished 1nilitary career, chiefly 1n 

India, and died a Major-General 1n 

r835. His portrait is here given. 

He married Anne Nesbitt, and was 
succeeded by his eldest son, 

MAJOR-GENER AL JOH SHAW. 
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XII.--] ohn Andrew, born in 1797, who, after 111any years ' 
service in In 1a, succee e 111 I 4 d. d d · 8 2 to the estate of Newhall, 

in the con1bined counties of Ross and Cron1arty, through his 

paternal grandn1other, adding the nan1e and arn1s of Macken

zie to his O\VD. Dying without issue, he was succeeded 

by his nephew, 

NE\VHALL, ROSS-SHIRE- SEAT OF CHARLES F. H. SHAW-l\IACKENZIE. 

XIII.-Charles Forbes Hodson Shaw, eldest son of Alexander 

Nesbitt Shaw, second son of John I Ith hereof, the present 

representative of the old Shaws of Tordarroch and Clan Ay. 

Mr. Shaw-Mackenzie was long a judge in the Bombay Presidency, 
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and his portrait, \dth a representation of the place of N ewhall, 

are here giYen . 1\tfr. Shaw~Mackenzie takes a deep interest 

~ s 
I 

CHARLES F . H. SHAV/ -MACKENZIE. 

1n his property, and in coun ty affairs , and has lately obtained 

111uch and deserved credit by pro1ninently advocating the con-
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struction of a railway fron1 Cro1narty to connect with the 

Highland systen1, thereby developing and opening up that 

i1nportant district of the Black Isle which faces the Cron1arty 

Firth. By his wife, Ellen, daughter of Major General John 

Ran1say, he had seven sons and two daughters-Vero Ke1nball, 

B.A. Cantab, John Alexander, M.D., London, George Malcolm, 

Charles Frederick Dillon, Arthur Crokat, Grenville Reid, 

Alexander Nesbitt Robertson (now deceased), Anna Catharine, 

and Ellen Isabella. 

Notwithstanding the downfall of the head fa1nily of Roth

ien1urchus, the nan1e of Shaw beca1ne ntunerous and flourish

ing in Badenoch, Strathnairn, and the Leys, so1ne branching 

off to the Black Isle in Ross. Dealing with these branches, 

I take 

P ART THREE .- 1.- THE SHAvVS OF D ELL. 

Sir Robert Sibbald, writing in r68o, speaks of the Shaws 

as being then nun1erous, with Alexander Shaw of Dell as their 

head, acknowledging Mackintosh as their chief, and fighting 

under his banner. The first Shaw of Dell was 

I. -Alasdair Og, second son of Alexander Ciar, 3rd of Roth

ien1urchus. He was succeeded by his son 

II. - J a1nes, and he by 
III.--Alasdair, who 1n turn \vas succeeded by 

IV.- Alasdair Og. In 1594, the nan1e of 

V. - John J\1ac Alasdair Og, in Dell, is found, "'ho obtained a 

heritable right to Dell, his son 
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VI.-J ohn IS infeft in Dell in r622. This infeftlnent, which 

included John's wife, Grizel Stuart of Kincardine, proceeded on 

disposition by John (No. V.), dated I7th Noven1ber, I627, 

Ferquhard Shaw alias Mac Allister, in Innerie, acts as Bailie, 

and Alexander Shaw, son of John Shaw, Senior, is one of the 

witnesses to the infeftlnent. The last 1nentioned Alexander 

Shaw was infeft, 25th July, I635, in the part of Gi.1islich 

called Can1busn1ore, on Charter by John Grant of Rothien1ur

chus; a1nongst other witnesses to the infefbnent are John Shaw, 
brother-gern1an to Alexander, J an1es Shaw in Dell, J an1es Shaw 

of Kinrara-na-Coille (otherwise Kinrara of the Woods), Mac

kintosh's Kinrara. In I635, I have note of a J mnes Shaw in 

Dunachton beg, and later on the na1ne spread over the whole 
parish of Alvie. 

The next Shaw of Dell I find is, 

VII.-Alexander, in I68I, probably grandson of John VI., as 
Alexander's son, 

VIII.-Jmnes Shaw, is n1entioned as of full age in I '7II, and 
frequently referred to, up to the year I758. 

J a111es Shaw of Dell was one of the leading In en of Clan 

Chattan, and 111uch trusted and favoured by the Mackintoshes, 

while he on the other hand was their devoted supporter. He 

1narried Marjory Mackintosh of Balnespick, and had, at least, 

one son, Alexander, who, prior to I 7 36, n1arried Anna Mac

kintosh. In the n1arriage contract Alexander is designed 

Younger of Dell. There was no issue of the n1arriage, as 

J an1es, the father, was served heir to his son. I an1 inclined 

to think that Alexander was one of the officers of the Clan 
Chattan regin1ent who fell at Culloden. 
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I have a deed in I 7 50 signed by J mnes Shavl, in a 

feeble hand, which narrates that he, J mnes Shaw of ~ell: was 

then possessor of the Iosal of Dalnavert. The deed ~s signed 

at Dalnavert, 8th January, 17 so, in presence of Patnck S~aw 

d A Sh of Dalna vert, the wn ter. in Dalnavert, an ngus aw . 
1 Cl b -1 · over the 11ackintosh An()"us Shaw was ong 1a111 er mn 

b 

estates. 
Mr. Mackintosh Mackintosh says Ill his history that J an1es 

Shaw is the latest Shaw of Dell of wh01u he has found 

trace. 

Sh Of Dell "'vas the well-kno\vn Reverend Of the aws ' 
f M Althouo-h Mr. Shaw is Lachlan Shaw, Historian o oray. <=> 

not now looked upon as an accurate antiquarian, yet his in

dustry and capacity 1nerit the highest respect. What he had 

honestly seen, he records clearly and correctly, and as his 
· · f 7 5 and life (I69I-I777) extended over the two nsi~lgs o I I . 

h had an1ple opportunity of observing and recording 1745, e . . 
ts I·n the North of exceptional 1nterest and \vith accuracy even 
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itnportance. Mr~ Shaw f D 11 Sh 1· . was son o ona c aw, a 1as Mac 
Robert, who resided in Rothienunchus, and I observe Donald 

1fac Robert and his son Duncan, get a lease frotu Mackin

tosh in r 7 r 7 of Achnabechan of Dunachton, with the Rev

erend Lachlan Shaw as their cautioner. Part of a doctnnent 

with his signature is given on page 99· Mr. Shaw was min

ister of Kingussie I7I6-r7r9, of Calder 17I9-1734, and of 

Elgin 1734-1774· He den1itted in 1774, dying in 177 7, in 
his 86th year. For an account of his descendants reference 

is tnade to Mr. Mackintosh l\!Iackintosh's Genealogical Account 

of the Shaws, pp. 71-72. Inhun1anity on the part of Mr. 

S~aw in connection with the shooting in cold blood of young 
Ktnrara after the battle of Culloden, is hinted at by Robert 

Chan1bers, and had son1e credence. There r~ally never was 

the slightest foundation for the charge, as the Reverend 

Lachlan Shaw was at the time n1inister at Elgin, 1nan y 111iles 

distant from Culloden. The wrong doer was 1\!Ir. Eneas Shaw 
' 

then minister of Petty. Mr. J atnes Grant, n1erchant in Inver-

ness, ~n. the authority of Lachlan Grant, writer in Edinburgh, 

the ongtnal narrator of the story, distinctly charges the in

hunlanity upon "Mr. Angus Shaw, Presbyterian teacher at 
Pettie." Bishop Forbes, detern1ined as was his Vi ont to be 

strictly accurate, wrote to his inforn1ant, the Reverend George 

I1~nes of Fon-es, on the subject, who in his reply to the 

Btshop, under date 29th April, r 7 so, says, "Mr. Shaw's 

n.an1e is Angus, and not Laughlan, as your gentlen1an very 

nghtly told you. My mistake proceeded fron1 111y thinking 

upon one Laughlan Shaw, Presbyterian n1inister at Elgin;" 
truly a larue excuse, 
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II.-THE SH ws OF DAL AVERT. 

This fan1ily derives fron1 J an1es Shaw, 3rd son of Alex

ander Ciar, 3rd of Rothien1urchus. They were in Dalnavert 

from the ti1ne of its con1ing into possession of the J\!Iackin

toshes, a part of the Assythn1ent lands obtained fron1 the 

the Huntly fan1il:>. Alexander Shaw of Dalnavert is noted, 

probably grandson of J an1es above noticed, founder of the 

fan1ily. The next Shaw of Dalna\ ert found is Willimn, noted 

in r635-1648. His son Donald is n1entioned in r679 as 

JOlnlng in the Clan Chattan expedition to Lochaber. John 

Shaw, son of the above Donald, succeeded, and 1n r 710 

Robert Shaw is found. In r 723 Donald, son of the deceased 

Robert Shaw of Dalnavert, is found, and in r 724-29 Alex

ander Shaw, younger of Dalnavert. Angus Shaw is next 

found, long Chan1berlain on the J\!Iackintosh estates, n1any of 

the fan1ily writs being either written or witnessed by hin1. 

Willimn, son of Angus, is of full age in r 7 5 r, and occupied 

Dalnavert. Thotnas died without issue in r8ro, and IS In

terred at Rothien1urchus. Willian1 Shaw's daughter, Margaret, 

n1arried Captain Alexander Clark, of which sept in its order. 

In r 791 I find note of Captain J mnes Shaw at Dalna

vert, J an1es Shaw in Iosal, Thotnas Shaw in Keppoch, Robert 

Shaw in Rie-Aiteachan, and Thotnas Shaw 1n Rie-na~ 

bruaich, both in Glenfeshie. 
The Shaws n1onopolized all Mackintosh's lands east of 

Feshie River, and the Spey, fron1 Glenfeshie to Rothien1ur

chus, but at the present day there is only one tenant of the 

old stock retnaining, Mr. John Shaw of Tolvah, on the Feshie. 
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III.-THE SHAWS OF KINRARA. 

John Sha,'ir, styled of Kinrara, was one of the leading 

1nen 111 Badenoch during the first half of the eighteenth 

century. He \'i as descended of the Shaws of Dalnavert, and 

1narried an Aberdeenshire lady, Elizabeth Stewart. He does 

not appear to have been "out" 111 r 7 I 5, and a pern1ission 

by General Wade, dated Inverness, 26th August, I 728, allows 

hin1 to carry arn1s, his loyalty to the Hanoverian Govern

lnent being certified by the Lord Advocate and Colonel Far

quhar. In I 723 Mackintosh lets to John Shaw, Tackman of 

Kinrara, his woods in the parish of Alvie. Continuing 1n 

favour with his chief, he in r 726 obtains a tack of that part 

of Dalnavert called Iosal of Croftbeg, and of Achlean1-a-choid 

in Glenfeshie, reserving the portion occupied by Jean Mac

pherson, relict of John Shaw, sometin1e of Dalnavert. In 

I 7 34 John Shaw gets a new lease of the three ploughs of 
I{inrara-na-choille, presently possessed by hin1, and of Rie-na

bruaich in Glenfeshie. Mr. Shaw had three sons, James, 

Thomas, and John, and two daughters n1arried in Aberdeen

shire. Jan1es and John Shaw fought at Culloden. Of the 

latter, already referred to when alluding to the Reverend 

Lachlan Shaw, the following heart-rending account, fron1 the 
Jacobite Men1oirs, being absolutely authentic, should not be 
01nitted. 

THE SLAUGHTER OF SHAW, YR. OF KINRARA, AT CULLODEr . 

"The mo t sbocking part of thi · woful story is still to come- the horrid 

barbaritie · committed in cold blood after the battle was over. The soldiers 

went up and down, knocking on the head such as had any life in them · 
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of relief to the . . f w in tance ·, ref using all manner 
and except 111 a vei y e k of would doubtless have 

of whom if properly ta en care ' 
wounded, many ' . cl d bad been carried \Yas set 

A 1I'ttle house into which the woun e d I . ·h 
recovered. C 

1 1 0 
·"11' a brave ol ns 

their ears, amongst wbom was o one re 1, G 

on fire about . . 0 M Shaw rr. of Kinrara, had like-
. h s ·h rvice ne I r. ' ' ' 

gentleman m t e p;:mJs · c · . 
1 

lcled men and amongst 
. d . another hut with ot ler woui ' 

wise been carne mto ' cl d · the arm could 
. ·l beino- only woun e 111 ' ' h rest a servant of his own, " 10 o . . Tl 

t e . der to attend his master. le ff b t chos rather to stay In or ) 
have got o , u Sl ( hould be fr. Angus Shaw . . t p tty Mr Lachlan 1aw s 
Presbyterian m1mster a e ' .l • · • h D ke of Cumberland 

· ' 1 c1 obtamecl leave of t e u 
beino- a cousin of Kmrara.' 1a . the said Mr. S. had 0 

. . . d . . turn for the good services 
to carry off his fnen ' m Ie . . cl'I suaclino- his lan 

1 h c1 b en very acttve m · o done the Government, for le a e_ I am told, ent 
. . . g the Pnnce and like,Yise, a 

and parishioners from ]0111111 
' . • · In conse-

. ll' f all the Pnnce s motwns. l D l very pointed mte Igence o , 
t 1e u <e . h b ttle he went to the place wn ere h . on the Saturday after t e a ' 

quence of t 1s, . h. , 
1 

use But as be came 
. . t carry him to ts 0\\ n 10 . 

his friend was, desigmng o ' cl :th the officer at their bead, fire a 
tlear, h saw an officer's comman ' \\1 

d cl Hl.gblanclers whom they had taken out f t of the woun e ' . h 
platoon at our een . 11 d . at once. and when he came up e 

h d bnng them a 0\\ n ) 
of that ouse, . an . ' . two of that unfortunate number. I quest
found his cousm, and servant \\ere 1 . 1 knowledged the fact, 

h . lf bout th story· who p all1 y ac . d Mr Shaw unse a . ' b d 
wne . ' . . d e of the precise num er, an . d cl the per·on who mtorme m 
and "'·as 1n ce · . , . y more murdered that clay 

cl l · ·f 1 knew If there "er man 
when I aske 

11
m 

1 1 
· all twenty-two " 

h . d he believed there were 111 • in the same way, e sar 

S 1\ ll'Avs OF THE BLACK ISLE. IV.-- HA\VS OR .1\ 

A d vol-So1ne of the Tordarroch Shaws or Clan y nlove .' . 
. . Ross-shire about the beg1nnlng untarily or con1pulsonly, lnto . . d b t Tar-

1. · bcular 1n an a ou of the r 7th century, sett lng ln par d " 1\1 k " 
. "l\1'Cay" an .1\ ac ay, d le They si o-ned their natne I h 

a a . o . ~ h 1 d Mack a ys. ave but had no connection Wlth tlle Sut er an 
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son1e docun1ents early in the I 8th century under the hand 

of Donald M'Cay, Notary Public in Redcastle. The arms 
011 

the ton1 bstone in Kilchrist of Duncan M 'Ay dat d 
, e I707, 

clearly show that he was of the blood of Shaw and Mac-

kintosh. Smne correspondence on this branch of the Shaws 

appeared in the Northern newspapers a fe·w years ago, but did 

not lead to anything. It -vvould be well if some of those 

specially interested follov;red out an accurate enquiry into the 
history of the M'Cays of the Black . Isle. 

PART FouR.-V. ----THE SHAvVS OF ABERDEEN, PERTH, A rD 

THE ISLES, ETC. 

Upon the loss of Rothie1nurchus and scattering of the 

fan1ily, the descendants of J a111es Shaw of Tullochgrue, 

I.-Allister Roy, son of Achnahatnich, and nephew of Allan 

Shaw, previously I11entioned as 7th and last of Rothie
murchus, con1e to the front. 

II.-J an1es n1arried one of the daughters of Robert Farquharson, 
first of Invercauld; his elder son, also 

III.-J an1es, settled at Crathinard on Deeside and married 
' 

his cousin, once ren1oved, the daughter and heiress of John 
J\tfacHardy of Crathie. His son 

IV.-Duncan, the most renowned of his house was born Ill 
' 

I653, and died in I726. Duncan was twice married, first to 

Miss Forbes of Skellater, and secondly to Miss Farquharson 

of Coldrach. He was Charnberlain to the Earl of Mar, and 
an1ong 

Watch. 
other appointments was Captain in the original Black 

By his second wife, Duncan had seven sons, J aines, 
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John, Donald, Duncan, Allister, Farquhar, and vVilliain, also 

several daughters, one of whmn was Grizel, 1narried to 

Donald Farquharson, grandson of Brouchdearg. As all, 

except Donald, were 1narried, leavjng issue, the descendants 

of Duncan beca1ne very u un1erous, and to this day there are 

very n1an y Sha·ws proud to consider the1nselves as the off

spring of Duncan Shaw of Crathinard. I particularly Inention 

Lieutenant-General David Shaw, Indian Staff Corps (Madras), 

retired, who clai1ns, and with son1e reason, to represent 

Rothieinurchus, being fourth but eldest surviving son of David, 

third son of David, eldest son of Duncan of Crathinard. 

This distinguished officer has three sons, the eldest, David 

George Levinge Shaw, Captain, Ist Pnnjanb Cavalry, now 

serving on the East Indian Frontier, and one surviving 

brother, Doyle J\!Ioney Shaw, Deputy Inspector of Hospitals, 

C.B., for services at the Siege of Alexandria, with medals 
for the Cri1nea, China, and Abyssinia. 

Five of Duncan's sons, viz., John, Donald, Allister, 
Farquhar, and vVillian1, were all out in the '45· For an 

account of Duncan's fan1ily, (styled hin1self "Rein1 aon," or 

the man of power), reference is n1ade to the late Rev. W. 

G. Shaw's work, he having been great-grandson of Duncan 
of Brouchdearg above mentioned, the fourth son of Duncan 

of Crathinard. About I 710, Crathinard, having Inet with 
severe losses, had to sell his estate, which was purchased by 

Invercauld. He then ren1oved to Glenisla, where he rented 

Crandard from the Earl of Airlie. His circtunstances 

in1proving, Duncan wished to buy Crathinard back, but Inver

cauld would not part with it. This e1ubittered Duncan's latter 
0 
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days, and forced him to retnain in Glenisla, where he died, 

his grave being still pointed out. A jac-si1nzle of General 

Hugh Mackay's license to Crathinard to carry arms, dated 

26th June, r69o, is now given. It may be noted here 

that Crandard was long the posses

sion of the MacCotnies, also a 

branch of Clan Chattan. Through 

V.-Duncan Shaw, of Balloch in 

G lenisla, fourth son of Crathinard 
' 

who was twice married, £rst to 

Miss Small of Dirnanean, and 

secondly to Miss Farquharson of 

Coldach, descended, with others, 

the fatnily of whon1 the present 

Mr. Duncan Shaw, W. S., of 

Inverness, is a member, and as 
Mr. Shaw's family have agmn 

settled 1n Inverness-shire, where 

for nearly a century they have 

held honourable position, some 

account of Mr. Shaw's prede-

FAC-SI.:\liLE OF CRATHINARD'S cessors 1s gtven. Duncan Shaw 
LICENSE. of Balloch, fourth son of Duncan 

of Crathinard, both before men
tioned, had four sons and two daughters, of whom it 1s 

only necessary to n1ention his third son 
' 

VI.-William Shaw, who became proprietor of Dalnaglar, 1n 
Glenshee. William's eldest son 

' 
VI.-Duncan, sold Dalnaglar and left the district, having, 
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about r8ro, been appointed Sheriff Substitute of Skye. 

Duncan married Anne, eldest daughter of Kenneth Macleod 

of Ebost, and through his grandn1other's fan1ily Mr. Duncan 

Shaw has inherited the valuable Prince Charlie relics, n1ore 

particularly after referred to, and which he has kindly allowed 

to be copied for this work. After a residence of some years 

in Skye, Sheriff Duncan Shaw was transferred to the Long 
Island district of Inverness-shire, at same time filling the 

offices of factor to L~rd Macdonald in North Uist, to Clanran

ald in South U ist, to Macneill of Barra, and on the estate 
of Harris. Sheriff Duncan Shaw resided at N unton of Ben

becula, and while there, had the honour of entertaining 

Marshal Macdonald, Duke of Tarentum. This distinguished 

soldier was highly pleased with his reception in the Isles, 

and it is recorded that he was greatly taken with the beauty 
of one of the sisters-in-law of his host, Miss IVIacleod of 

Ebost, who happened to be at N unton at the tin1e. When 
South Uist was sold, Sheriff Shaw removed to North Uist, 

to Sponish, near Lochmaddy, where he died in r844. 

Duncan Shaw was succeeded by his only son, 
VIII.--Charles, who in his youth, passing as Writer to the 

Signet, was appointed Chatnberlain to Lord Macdonald at 

Portree, and afterwards settled in the Long Island, over 

which he was Sheriff-Substitute for forty years. After a long 

and honourable career, Sheriff Charles Shaw den1itted office 
and took up his residence at Inverness, where he died in 

r885. He married Anne, eldest daughter of James Thomas 
Macdonald, of Balranald, a fan1ily of long standing in Uist, 

leaving 



ro8 Mir OR SEPTS OF CLA CHATTA r . 

IX.- Duncan Shaw, and seyeral other sons and daughters. 

l\!Ir. Duncan Shaw is a n1en1ber of one of the largest territorial 

PRil\'CE CH RLIE RELICS. 

and n1ercantile legal finns in the North, fills vanous public 
offices, and is au enthusiastic volunteer. 
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The knife, fork, and spoon (engraved), were 1n Prince 

Charles' daily use after the battle of Culloden and his 'van

derings 1n the Isles, and on 3rd July, I 746, were presented 

by hin1 to Dr. Murdoch l\1acleod of Eyre, younger son of 

MEDALLION OF MARIE 
CLEMENTINA SOBIESKI. 

OBVERSE OF THE 
SOBIESKI MEDALLIOl\. 

PORTRAIT OF PRINCE CHARLIE. 

the 8th l\!Iacleod of Raasay. Dr. Macleod gave them to his 

daughter, Miss Anne Macleod, and she presented this and 

other relics to her great-nephew, Sheriff Charles Shaw, and 

they now bel on o- to his eldest son, the present Mr. Duncan 
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Shaw. Prince Charles' portrait was given to Dr. Macleod at 

the smne ti1ne by the Prince. The gold encasen1ent was 

afterwards obtained by Dr. Macleod. The n1edallion of the 

Prince's n1other, Marie Clementina Sobieski, was at the same 

time g1ven. Mr. Shaw's sisters, 1n answer to enqu1nes 

connected with this book, n1ention that they frequently 
heard their grand1nother, Mrs. Duncan Shaw, a lady of 

singular acuteness and reliability, 1nention the facts connected 

with her grandfather Eyre cmning into the possession of 

these valuable relics. Mr. Shaw n1arried, in r889, Elizabeth, 

daughter of George Gordon, Esq., and his eldest daughter, 

Katherine Douglas Gordon, born in r889, is 9th in descent 

from J mnes Shaw of Tullochgrue, nephew of the last Shaw 
of Rothien1urchus. 

The descendants of I ver, youngest son of Alasdair, 3rd 
of Rothien1urchus, who re1noved to the Isles, taking root in 

the Hebrides, became numerous. I may refer to one family, 

that of Mr. Alexander Shaw, an influential merchant, banker, 
and magistrate of Inverness towards the close of last cen

tury. When the Macleod estates were being broken up, the 

Barony of Waternish was acquired by Bailie Shaw. He was 

succeeded by his son, James Shaw, who was also proprietor 

of Muirtown and Woodside in the County of Ross. Failing 
in his circumstances, all James Shaw's property had to be 
sold. 

Of the Irish Shaws of Clan Chattan, the present Sir 

Robert Shaw and his brothers hold high pos1t1ons. Sir 
Robert is descended of Sir Frederick, brother of Sir Robert, 

son of Sir Robert Shaw, first Baronet. The first Sir Robert 
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was son of Robert, second son of Captain William Shaw, of 

General Ponsonby's Regiment, te1np, Willian1 III. These 

Shaws, notwithstanding their long residence in Ireland, are 

very clannish. 

The name of Shaw is numerous and influential in A1nerica. 

I understand upwards of three thousand heads of fmnilies 

are to be found in States' Directories. Let the Shaws 

close up, and again becon1ing a power 1n the North, allow 

the B odach an Dune to rest in peace. 

Loch-an-Eilean, sad and lone, 

Long has thy day of pride been gone ; 

Rothiemurchus knows no more 

The race that dwelt upon thy shore; 

Scattered now in every clime 

\Vaiting the appointed time, 

\Vhen they shall return to thee

Fide et Fortudine. * 
Yes, Loch-an-Eilean to thy shore 

Shall the Shaws draw nigh once more, 

And with a joy inspiring strain 

Behold the Shaws arise again. 

to The motto of the Sha ws. 
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No. VI.-THE CLARKS. 

SrR ENEAS :~v1ACKir 'rOSH 

places the Clarks or Clan 

Ch1 erich No. r 2 of Clan 

Chattan, and says that they, 

with the JVlacleans of the 

North, the Macqueens, and 

the Clan vic Gillandrish of 

Connage, took protection for 

then1selves and posterity, of 
l'vfackintosh about 1400. Kin

rara 111 his history thus 

refers to their joining the 

Clan Chattan-"Sicklike also 
Gillie lVIichael v1c Chlerich, of whom the Clan Chlerich 

had their denmnination, 1i ved in this Malcoln1' s titne." 

Unfortunately the Clarks, who dwelt chiefly in and about 

Inverness, and in the Lordships of Pettie, Strathdearn and 

Badenoch, did not, so far as I have observed, own lands, 

consequently their early and even latter history is necessarily 

rather obscure. The name Clark shows an undoubted 
ecclesiastical der1vation, strengthened by its form in Gaelic, 

Chlerich. As the distinguished Irish race of O'Clery was 

closely allied to, and of the race of Chlerich, a brief account 
of then1 1nay be given. 

While as a rule totally opposed to Highlanders having 
a N onnan or Irish extraction foisted upon them, I a1n glad, 
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1n the case of the Clarks, to recognise 1n the O'Clerys a 
distinguished branch of the Chlerichs. 

Scotsmen have been accused of pride 1n ancestry, and of 

fratning fictitious descents, and ascents going back to the 

Flood. The Campbell and Urquhart genealogies do not err 

on the side of modesty, but may be termed truly so when 

contrasted with some Irish genealogies. In the O'Shaugh

nessy pedigree it is gravely stated that Feargall, 96th of his 

house, was ancestor of O'Cleirigh, and MacCleirigh anglicized 

O'Clery, Cleary, Clark, Clarke. and Clarkson; but it was not 

until the tin1e of the ro6th of his line that we arrive at 

Congallach O'Clery, who first assumed this surname, and 

died 1025. From Shane the elegant, r r6th of the line, 
and frmn his brothers Donald, Thmnas, and Cormac, are 

descended the O'Chlerys of Tyrconnel, O'Chlerys of Tyrawley 

in Mayo, the O'Chlerys of Brefney-O'Reilly, and the O'Chlerys 

of County Kilkenny. The princely residence of the O'Chlerys 

was at the Castle of Kilbarron in Donegal, and of it and 

its occupants the late Dr. Petrie says: "This lonely insulated 

fortress was erected as a safe and quiet retreat in troublous 

times for the laborious investigators and preservers of the 

history, poetry, and antiquities of their country. This castle 

was the residence of the Ollamhs, bards, and antiquarians of 

the people of Tyrconnell, the illustrious fatnily of the O'Chlerys." 

A well known Irish annalist in giving a list of the Irish 

chiefs and clans in the 12th century, under No. r9, writes: 
" O'Clery or Clark, hereditary historians of the O'Donnels, 

and the learned authors of the Annals of the Four Masters 

and other works on Irish history and antiquities. They had 
p 
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large possessions in the Barony of Tir Hugh, and resided 111 

their Castle of Kilbarron, the ruins of which still remmn on 

a rock on the shore of the Atlantic near Ballyshannon." 

Again it is said that O'Clery or Clark was a branch of 

the O'Clerys of Connaught and Donegal, and of the san1e 

stock as the compilers of the "Annals of the Four Masters." 
I am indebted to Mr. Andrew Clark, Solicitor, Leith, for 

n1uch of the foregoing information. He infonns n1e that the 

n1aterials for his history of the Clarks, extending to over a 

thousand pages, with two hundred and fifty illustrations, the 

labour of years, is now, by the desire of the Roman Catholic 

Bishop of Clogher, in the hands of an Irish Professor of 

Theology, preliminary to its publication. I trust that this 
valuable work may soon see the light. As regards Clark 

tartan, Mr. Andrew Clark writes "that he is not aware of 

any, in which he is corroborated by his uncle, 1Jfr. Peter 

Clark, resident in Monaghan, aged ninety, very intelligent 

and conversant with the traditions of the sept." Mr. Clark 

has kindly allowed his coat of anns to be given. 
I observe the name of Clark connected with the North for.the 

first time in 1456, when Sir Andrew Clark, Chaplain, within the 

diocese of Moray, is mentioned. In 1492 Willia1n Clark is one 

of the assessors in a peran1bulation of disputed marches in Aber

chirder, twixt Alexander Innes of that ilk and Alexander 
' 

Symson, Vicar of Aberchirder. In I 506 John Clark sits as 
a juror on an inquest regarding certain lands in Nairnshire. 

In 1522-24-44 and 1557 William Clark is mentioned acting 

in the same capacity, regarding lands in the parish of 

Rafford, and lands near the river Lossie in Moray. 
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During the last two hundred years the name connected 

,, ith the church is found in and about Inverness. One of 

the oldest n1en1orials in the chapelyard of Inverness is to the 

memory of one of the clergy of Inverness, Alexander Clark, 

and to his wife, a lady of rank. In the san1e place is 

buried the Rev. Alexander Clark, a n1an of great weight and 

power in n1y early days. Several Clarks held high munici

pal and legal honours; and of Alexander Clark, Sheriff-Sub

stitute at Inverness, descended Mr. James Clark, long resid

ent in Italy before the French Revolution, who 1nade certain 

bequests to Inverness, the place of his nativity. 
Although the Clarks held no land, and therefore difficult 

to trace out, it would appear that they spread over Petty, 

and to Strathdearn and Badenoch. The Rev. Alexander 

Clark, born in Petty, was long a schooln1aster there, with a 

high reputation. He n1arried one of the aunts of Provost 

John Mackintosh of Aberarder, and settled in a parish in the 

Hebrides. His letters, ho" ever, indicate a strong affection to 

his native district of Petty. Mr. Clark's reputation as a 

teacher brought him the sons of important gentlemen as boarders, 

and amongst those boarded with hin1 in the spring of r 7 46 

were Alexander Baillie, 4th of Dochfour, the Honourable 

Archibald Fraser of Lovat, and J mnes Mackintosh of Farr. 
The whole district of Cu1loden was in a state of agitation on 

the 16th of April, I 746. If the Petty school met on that un

happy day, it broke up early, and as the attraction of the 

firing of cannons proved irresistible, most of the scholars, 

including the three boys above mentioned, straggled towards 

the field. The brother of one, and the father of another 
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were engaged, and it \vas a miracle the boys escaped. Alex

ander Baillie above mentioned was born in I 7 34, one hundred 

and sixty four years ago, yet one of his nieces is still alive 
(I 898). 

In Badenoch, as early as I625, the names of John Mac 

Andrew vic Chlerich, Donald Mac lain vic Chlerich, and 

Duncan Mac lain vic Chlerich, tenants and dependants of 

Mackintosh, are found. In I 763 Andrew Clark and Alexander 

Clark, both in Dallanach, parish of Kingussie, are noted. An 

important n1an in Badenoch in his day was John Clark, 

Baron Bailie to the Duke of Gordon. Mr. Clark had two 

sons, one Captain Alexander Clark, some time of Knappach, 

afterwards of Invernahaven. After the Shaws left Dalnavert 
' 

the place was for a considerable time occupied by Captain 

James Clark. The last Clark in Dalnavert died within the 
tnemory of people still living, and was highly complimented in 

the New Statistical Account of Scotland for his great im

provements as an agriculturist. One of Captain Clark's 
daughters married Mr. Macdonald, Sanside, and was mother of 

the celebrated Canadian Statestnan the late Sir John A. Macdonald. 

Another of the Badenoch Clarks was the well known Mr. Alex

ander Clark, Writer in Ruthven, whose grand-daughter, the late 
Mrs. Robertson of Benchar, the last of her race, died without 

issue in r896. All the Clarks of Inverness, Petty, Strath
dearn, and Badenoch were of Clan Chattan. The name at 

the present day is ~1u1nerous and influential in the army, 

tnedicine, diplomacy and otherwise. In particular Sir Thomas 

Clark, showing a good exan1ple, is one of the most influential 

and heartiest members of the Edinburgh Clan Chattan Assoc-
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iation. The publishing firm in Edinburgh of Messrs. Clark, 

fro1n which Sir Thotnas Clark, Bart., has lately retired, has 

been eminent in the Capital for nearly a century. Thomas 

Clark, grandfather of Sir Thomas, was born in the parish of 

Latheron in Caithness, but settled in Edinburgh, which be

canle the permanent residence of the fan1ily. His son John 

Clark, father of Sir Thotnas, beca1ne one of the JVIagistrates 

of Edinburgh. Another son, Thon1as, founded in 182 I the 

great publishing business, and an1ongst the thousands upon 

thousands of volumes published or belonging to the firm, 

there is perhaps none so honoured and cherished as the well

worn Gaelic bible, used by Thon1as the first. Sir Thon1as 

Clark, besides having filled various important offices, ·was Lord 

Provost of Edinburgh, I 88 s-88. His sons, Major John Maur

ice Clark, and Thomas George Clark, are the present partners 

of the house. 

The titne is favourable for the Clarks, now so nun1erous 

and influential,-including six baronets,-and the 1\tiacChlerichs, 

more closely uniting, associating and incorporating themselves, 

with and unto the Clan Chattan, as did their predecessors in 

1400. They will be heartily receiYed. 
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THE Gows are placed by Sir Eneas 

Mackintosh No. 8 of the associated 

tribes of Clan Chattan, and he adds 

that they took protection of Mackintosh, 

anno I399· 
While it 1s likely to re1na1n an 

open question who were the opponents 

of Clan Chattan at the fight on the 

North Inch of Perth in r 396, it is universally admitted that 

one of the combatants on the victorious side was an armourer 

or smith, son1e say a saddler, 1n Perth. This combatant 

took the part of an absent sick n1an when the thirty com
batants on either side were 1nustered. During the five hun

dred years that have since elapsed this 1ne1norable fight stands 
prominently out. 

Clan and other historians are full of the details, but cur

iously vague as to one of the parties, sometimes Clan Quele, 

on other occasions Clan Cay. When I co1ne to the Davidsons, 

I propose dealing with the point, passing on at present to that 
noble volunteer i1nmortalized in the Fair Maid of Perth. 
According to one of the Clan Chattan chroniclers :-

"When it was found that one of . the combatants was absent through 

having fallen sick, it was at first proposed to balance the difference by with

drawing one, but no one could be prevailed to quit the danger. In this 

emergency one Henry Wynd, brought up in the hospital (that is free Educational 

Seminary) at Perth, commonly called 'An Gow Crom,' i.e. the crooked or bandy 

legged smith, offered to supply the sick man's place for a French crown of gold 
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about three half crowns in sterling money, a great sum in those days. [Here 

I interpose in the narrative by a short quotation from another MS. history 

_,Henry of the Wynd, a spectator of the muster, being sorry that so notable 

a fight should fail, offered to supply the place of the sick man.'] The 

smith, being an able swordsman, contributed much to the glory of the day, 

and in the end ten men of Clan Chattan, including the smith, remained, 

all grieviously wounded, while of their opponents all were killed with the 

exception of one, who, throwing himself into the River Tay, escaped." 

It is related "that so soon as the smith had killed his 

man he sat down and rested, merely defending himself if 

attacked. His Captain, sore pressed, asking the reason was 

told that he, the smith, had performed his engagement, and 

by killing an opponent had earned his wages. Whereupon 

the Captain begged 'the smith to continue the fight for which 

he would be amply rewarded, over and above the stipulated 

wage, to which the smith replied in words of such singular 

significance, that they have ever since been proverbial, and 

are destined to last as long as the Gaelic language endures: 

"Am fear nach cunndadh riu1n, cha chunndainn ris." 

Which n1ay be rendered 
"He who keeps no account of his good deeds to me, I will 

repay without 1neasure," 

and re-engaging in the strife, contributed greatly to the success 

of his side. 
The happy connection betwixt Henry Smith, and the Clan 

Chattan, was not destined to terminate with the fight. Henry 

was invited to the north, and to unite with the clan for the 

future, --·-and it is recorded that "Henry of the Wynd set 

out from Perth, with a horse load of his effects, and said 

he would not take up his residence or habitation until his 
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load fell, which happened 1n Strath Avon 1n Banffshire, 

where he accordingly settled. The place 1s called to this 

day Leac-a' -Ghobhainn. The Sn1iths or Gows, and Mac

Glashans are commonly called 'Sliochd a' Ghobha Chrom,' 

but all agree that he had no posterity, though he had many 

followers of good position to the nutuber of twelve, who were 

proud of being reputed the children of so valiant a 1nan. 

The more to ingratiate themselves 1n his favour, they 

generally learned to make swords as well as to use them. 

His twelve followers spread themselves over the country, 

1n time, many assn m1ng the na1ne of Mackintosh, their 
chief." 

In r 5 89 the name of Thotnas Gow, nottar, is found to 

a Bond by Keppoch to Mackintosh, signed at Dunkeld. 

Many of the leading Gows settled in the Parish of Alvie. 

James Gow is tenant under Mackintosh in Badenoch in r635, 

and in r679 the nan1es of Willimn Gow and Ewen Gow, 

in Crathiecroy of Laggan, are noted. In the rising of r 7 45 

the na1ne of Alexander Gow in Ruthven is found, a private 

in the Jacobite Army, regarding wh01n a Hanoverian guager 

bearing the appropriate name of Campbell was pleased to 

report that he "insulted the country people." 

Coming down to recent times, the Gows are now chiefly 

east of Spey, on the banks of Feshie. Some of them possess 

great musical talent, worthy of their celebrated natnesake, 

Neil Gow, who may have been himself of Clan Chattan. 

Others have shown literary powers, and one head-keeper at 

Dunachton possessed some of the skill and characteristics 

of a Red Indian hunter. 
Q 
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As the Gows, like the Clarks, had no lands 111 the north, 

they in like manner are difficult to trace. But I will refer 

to one, to wh01n Highlanders are 1nuch indebted. Mr. John 

Gowie, retired officer of Excise, whon1 I knew very well, 

a native of Strathdearn, occupied hin1self n1uch in his 

well-earned retiren1ent, being a skilful draughtsn1an, in 

fra1ning an elaborate plan of the battlefield of Culloden and 

its surroundings. The field as now viewed, '' ith its great 

reclmnations and plantations, can give no visitor a correct 

idea of what the place was in · r 746. In :l\1r. Go-wie's plan, 

framed when 1natters were much in the smne position as for 

the previous hundred years, he was able to identify the position 

of the annies, the different regiments and clans, and their num

bers, with an accuracy and fulness of detail now in1possible 

to equal. Contrasted with this plan, those 1nade at the time, 

and even the later plan prepared for Home's history, are n1ere 

daubs. Here I would like to say that since 1\!Ir. Gowie's 

time, other retired officers of Excise in the north, such as 

Mr. A. Carmichael and Mr. John Murdoch, have greatly 

opened up and illustrated Highland matters, deservedly earning 

the respect and gratitude of their Highland country1nen. 


