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ii· i~ 0 R G 1~ R U T L E D G E 

1794. - 1873 

First Schoolmaste of Lough­
borough ~Olinship - 1819~ 

l~ch has een written about the f.ormative yea s of Upper Canada 

bout the land ,_nd immiP;rat~on policies, abo,~t the rise of the Reform 

HovP-ment, the rlebellion of 1837.t the gr'ldUA.l d :.velopment of responsible 

government which was t:t necessary ~chievement if ever the diverse eleraents 

in the ~oc1ety of that d~y were to be reconciled ~nd the building of . a 

nation begun4 

.k 
A paper deli~ea before · ~~e ltingston Historical Society in April, 

1962, entitled '~eflections upon Edue~tion in the }ftdland Di~trict, 1810-

18161 cites the attitude to,:rn.rd~ education Slnd in particular town.rds 

sehoolt~~chers or thRt d~y~ We n~ed go no further to find the general 

disrepute into which the profession hRd fallen. In the face of the e n­

eern of +;he A.dtn~ni .trtttion w.ith the de.fenee of the country we CA.n under­

stand thAfr l1.ek of pro,r1c:;ion of fund'3 f'or the training of n. qetter type 

of · tettcher Hi th th~ ·-...sslll""\nce of sufficient income to 'lttrs:tet BVen bet-

tP.r c )ndid01.te for- the future~ · Cert,.irt17 the te :tching professi~t:- chen W!=ts 

Carlyle wrote :!History iS the essr-.nce of innumerable niographies II 0 

It 1na.y be helpf if we look a· the teaching profess~on through the eyes 

of tho~e who were in th~t much~m~l gned occupation; see the se~ti~g in 

Hhich they worked 'l..nd their role as catalysts in the formation of a stable 

so iety in wh~t so frequently was refer~ed to ''~.s ! the ba~k t<;nmships • o 

I rum much indebted to the Ontario Archives- the Natio~~l Archives, 

the 1\.l~chi es of ·~een 1 s University and the Unive s1 ty oft ~ronfo~ 'the 

Ba.ld"'rin Room of the Toronto t11blic LibrA.ry, the ~rchivea of the Anglican~ 
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' Roman Catho ic ~~d Un:ted Chur hes; 'The Jol1n Strachan Le ter Book- as 

edited by Dro George Wo Spra.gge; ·the w i tings of Dro Edwi11 Co Gull at, 

and ma , ma:.y o'·hers for background material needed to supplement our 

own family papers, and fa.nd y tradit1.ons which require s me correction 

in order to conform with actual f~ctso 

Our stor begins in the .t>rovince of m.ster, Ireland, in the year 

17941 with the birth o~ a son, George, on r~rch 16, to Archibald Rutledge 

and his wire. a N Donald who had ~m;igrated with he amily from Scot-

l~nd ·to Ire and after the Bat le of OUllodena She was a · Pr testant d 

spoke the Gaelioo Archibald's family was of English descent, having come 

to Ireland after the co quest by' CromHello· Archiba~d held · a posi tio~ 

of some responsibility., probably a~ . a stew~ d1 on the estates of the 

Earl of Lei t:rim· · 
The Ru ~dge family included seve~al o hers besides George and these 

were~o~Ln, Archib~d, _ Willirum, and two or three others or which we have 

no record. During.the Napoleonic Wars eeonmnic conditions were favourable 

and vhile the tenants' rents had bean increased, prices for the! . produce 

were good ·. and n me.ag1-1e living was p9ssi bl e. 

• I 

George ~as ~iven the opportunity to continue his studies~ Family trad-

ition holds that he started a university course in medicine and there are 

se eral 1ndio~tions later that ·he had a me such tr~iningo He began teach 

ing in 1809 or lBlQ. as we have his copy or 'Gough's rae ical Arithmetic' 

bought n Enniskillen in November, 1809. and marked to indicate its use 

in t-1oorefields, Cpunty Antrim, in July 181·0, where he may have started his 

tea.chingo 

T.he wars ended and prices fello The tenants could no longer pay 

thei rents and the landlords began to can~el their leaseso John, the 

elde t s n had mar ied and wi h a wife and children dependent on him, 
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had to find oppor·tunity elsel-rhereo From six to nine thousand were leaving 

Ireland each year for ftJneriea and John ,in 1817 with hi wife and one 

oft his two daug.hter and his brother Archibald sailed for Ne't..r Yorko 

Thei subsequent disillusionmen wit~ this ven ure ad thei trek and 

sa tlemen in Chinguacousy ~d Tor nto Townships ( now in Peel County) 

are related i~ Perkins Bull's 'From the B yne to Brampton•, in which 

J hn Rutledge is the cen:~ral figure. 

George had married Ann Johnston in October 18lb, and when a son, 

John, arrived on Harch 2 1818" the pro~pects of continuing as a. sch~l ' 1-

mas er had tQ be ev~lu~ted. He was steadily improving his skill at 

shorthand and we have his transcription ·or part .of a:n address given by 

~dward Archd~le to a meet-ing of .J:-rote_stants in · Ennislrillen on Ha.rch 1,1 19o 

_ On Nay 13 he posted a notice in .Gnnislcillen tha:& he was p1')epared 

to tea h: rleading; ~nglish urammar. Writing, Aritmnetic, Book-keeping. 

t.leo;metry, 'l'r1gono:metry, Hensura.tion., l-lne1nonics~ Surveying and Algebrao 

Ha mentioned ·his nine yen.rs 1 taachfng in jryrone and Fel--ma.nagh. The res­

ponse was d~sappo nting and having learned tha~ John and Archibald had 

s tled in Upper Canada in l".tay 1819~ he made pla-ns to emigratecot 

'!'his was · .y·e.-..r when 12 800 \vouJ.d ~nter Canada by sea, of which pe~-

haps 8, 009 would settle in Upper Cana.d •. His Journal reads: 

n June 30- I came on ~oard the Brig 'Gener.al B~oclt' f burthen 500 
tons, b_und for ~ebee~ commanded by Capt. Geddes.' 

nJuly 1- Jur provisions vl~ra stowed ip. the hold, and several prep­
ara:tnry movements made f r sa.illnge The Ship '.Argo 1 broke from 
her moori·ng & W8:S dri:ven almos_t to the bridge~ n . 

There must have been some fur her delay in sailing for the Ueneral 

Br ck' with her ca~go o~ salt and her 198 settlers did not reach ~ebec 

until ~eptember 11; and he 'Arg • arrived nex day ·with he~ 24o settlers. 

The port record shows sailing time ~rom Londonderry as 59 and 61 days. 

!'espeo ive Yo 



Although mR.ny 1ere given a.ss:ts nnee t9 leave the distressed areas 

we have no indic~tion thn.t the Rutle r1ges re.ceived anyo On arrival at 

~ebec the struggle to btai~ transportation for themselves and their £ew 

belongings was a real one a.nd before they arrived at Kingston' probably 

il'l the second 1--1eek of October, e. second son, George~ was born on October 1~ 

He wou d always say, that he w~s born on the oeenn. One of the happier 

in~iden's in their journey was when a well-dressed gentleman of the town 

enqui.red for he fathe r he new ~aby as Ann Hutledge was carried asho ,e 

at Kings.;on and. handed George a gold coin~ rrhe . little family rema1ne.d in 

1\ing.stoll a. f'el'-r days a.nd then were mo,red on 1=1 sled dra.l"m by a team f oxen 

to the fourth conces-sion, Loughborough_, \-shere Geo·rge opened the first 

school in the rJ:o'W!lship on I~1ond ');y, October 18, 1819 ~ 

j_,et u~ 8ketch briefly the sett5.ng for this venture._ 'ihe surveys of 

the Ca ~rRqui Town~hips, stretching from Kingston to the Bay of ~inte, 

had begu11 in 1783& ·Hore than o, 000 persons had been lo a ted in the area~ 

Loyalists and their clependents, disb::tnded Brit13h and mercen . .,_·ry soldiers, . 
A.nd n. fe'\i others, ut the totq,l of such other imigrflnts up to .1815 uould 

nnt €lXeeed .5,000 ?or Cn.nada as A. Nhole! Now the war was over !:t.nd the ~empo 

incre~sedo Some of . the settlers were locating in the bQCk townshipso 

toup;hborough had been formed in 1798 r:trid Concession~ I to IX uere ·sur ... 

veyedo 

The original system of land grants h'-'.d failed misera.blyo D1Arcy 

Boulton~ the Solicitor-GenerA.l, stated in 1805, "three-fourths of His 
. n 

M~jesty's ·bounty has been lavishly thro\~ ~w~y , inasmuch as m~ny of the 

Loyalists' ahi~dren h~d· little use ror their grant or lands. It is evi 

dent from stu~ ring the .pRttArn or ·settlement in Loughborough that this 

1 s part! ul~rl:v ~o . 

Our ~tory is mainly coneAr ed Nith Lots 1 to 13 in Concessions IV 
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and V and extends fr .m the Township of Portland o~ the west through the 

area. now occupied by the ville.ge of Sydenham eastward past Noo 's 

Corners , where the present county road turns westward t wards Syd<nha m 

Vi_la.ge~ ·t;o tihe commun. ty that is lmown ~s Spaffordto• /~ a dis an e of 

four mile~o ~t'hese lots contai some 5~ 200 a.cres and include some part 

of 3ydenham Lake. 

Not more th~n 20% of the original grantees settled permanently, 

Ano he~ 20% stayed for a short time and then sold outo In the Township in 

1819 were the f llowing: Lawrence Raile believed to be the first Brit­

ish settler~ .on Lot 6, Con.V., ~aehael Sloat, Hosea Purdy, Henry Wood, 

John A1ney, J:ieter Ruttan, Ben Boyce~ La ·1rence and ,John Sills, Hoses and 

Elijah Spafford, Clarke Nicholls~ Jeremiah ~arl, and there would be o hers 

who had no raade any definite move to eeure lande 

The ·nearest grist mill was at langston I«lls, where the grain wo ld 

be ground free of charge, .but the trip there was arduous and time con-

sumingo Thera . l-l_s only o~.e wag~n in the settlement, owned by La-w·rence 

Sillso 'I'here Has 11 ttle money in circulation~ thus the schoolmaster 

would e paid n kind ~nd for the b~lance owing on his modest fees he 

wou~d 1 bo~rd rotUtd' in proportion to the number. of pupils sent to school. 

H s \·lashing would be done as part of the remuneration ... 

We can find no records of a District Board of Education, provided 

f r in the Acl; of 1816. This ACt~ ez:nbodied the principles laid down in 
. ~) 

Strachan's •Report on Education• in 1815: 
I·.., is expedient to extend the ben fl ts of a common school educ­

ation through ut the ·whole Pro_ 1.ince. e. 

"!'hat so soon as :1. competent number of persons shall unite them-
salve in building ~ School house and enga.g~ to con·cribute ._, 50 a 
year towards the supp rt of a Sch olmas er ·(which if the number or 
::3 holar r-unount to 40 ,,rill only .be five dollars a year for each) 

--- ---
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1--rith a cow..fortnble re·qiden e! the 1.dditional sum of -L 30 shal be paid 
aun ally to his support by. the Provincial Gover·nment n19.lting h .. s income 

-L 80"' 0 

From a l~t·cer from Jo1L"1. Strachan to the Hono Samuel Smith,. Dee em .. 

ber 29, 1817: 
'It appears to me that the p~esent State o~ Educat1ona requires a 
I spector or SUperintend nt Qf Schools in order to produce uniformity 
of System • .,- o o I respe tfully offer myself a Candida:teo. 9 • .I o olr for 
no Emolument t 

A yearly sum of -T:k 6.., 000 t.:a.s provided. under ·th~ Act, of whi~h ];,. 1, 000 

went to the Midland District. \ve lack 1nfonnation as to its distrib tion. 

In 1817, the total- grant was reduced to 2,500 and remained a· this lev-

el until ~832o A Societj was i~corporated in 1815 to promote c ~non 

school educatio_ in the rudland District, but this did no~ beeome oper-

a i a until 1837 \ie do have one record of a pioneer teache of the dis­

trict presen ing his school report, signed y the trustees~· to Archdeacou 

on George Okill Stuar tt to gat his shar of the public bountyn. This was 

1n the summer of 1837a General y the e~r y eacl1er-s received very limited 

ass stance in the years before that .datea 

Th~· RUtledge f~ily were given shelte_ tha~ first winter by Law 

renee Raile and his unm~rried nephew, Thomaso Ann Rutledge kept house 

and her husband 'b ard~d round 1 o The first pupils were eleven in number: 

I"ia.tther1, Ira ~nd Hannah .Freama.n; Henry Clarlce, Edward a.nd Joseph Volantg· 

Lucinda. and Reba ca Simpltins Hargaret and Hannah Boyce, and Sarah Sillsc: 

Th_e.re are 43 names in all enrolled that quarter; ·another Vol an , Omar, 

ten more from the Boyce families: Anne_Elinor,Peter,Rachael,John William~ 

Mary Ann, Rosanna, Polly, and Nartin; I11ladge, Joseph and John Nicholls; Heri t 

a.nd s ephen Simpk ns; J~llen,Anna Peter a11d Lorenzo Ruttan; _Luke,Benjamin, 

and Amelia Barr t~; ~ward and Benj~min ~real, Rachael Sills, Germain Dam-
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ien~ Euni e E~~l, John Slvi tzer, Isaac Finch . en ;· Atkins·on~ and Horace 

Spafford- twenty-three boys ~nd twenty girls with · a ~ecorded income of · 

a. bout · ·.~ 26. 4h plus the v .. a.lue of the t boal~ding round 1 with )Ghose parents 

who ~oul~ neither pay in cash nor kindo This covers the period October 18, 

1819, to April 5, 1820o 

This fi~st school Has or logs a.nd located on Lot 6, in the fourth 

coneession, on the higher ground about one-quar·ter mile wes.t of Hoonts 
. . 

C rner • George Ru"~le~ge t-rould continue to teach here until the populat-

ion would requ1~e o:ther schools ~nd this would ·be abou·t;· tbe year he found 

the land he wished ·to buy- the west ~ of Lot 1_9, a mile east of N on 1 s 

C rnerso Then he would p_rovide a corner of his field by the road for the 
.. 

red frrume soho 1 that would become · the fi~st schoolhouse in the present 

Sehpol Section ~·;: 4'l 

The ~tledge family w~s increasing: John ~nd George were followed · 

bY. three ln re ~ons; Arch ~a.ld r-1oDonal¢1. b~rn in April, ~22; then Noble Jo 

born ma.rch, ?-82.5~ who iived ·only until Nclyemb- r~ .1826; and James born in 

April 1828 0 'f.ha three eldest were tau&h at nigh~ by thei~ fathe. which 

suggests a lot of chores assigned d~ring the day when father was a ay at 

schoolo · J~mes went to the regular sch ol whi~h su~gests th~t the next teach­

er, Absalom Hornbeck, took over from Rutledge - ~ ou 1830. . . Dwire was next 
• •• f 

and John \Va.ls:P, arriyed in 18339 Willi~ Irvine in 1837 was follo'Wed by 
I 

Sharman Jam s Leahy and James W.Da.vis.· There was considerable rotq_tio 
• I ·• • • • • 

between s _hoo~s in those day~. F~om ~ study of availa le .records and. an 

examination of the ooks used~ it ca.n be ·~tated tha·t· t~~ devas~a.ting crit­

icism so f el ba. died about, did .- ·t apply to the same degree to Lough-
. . 

bo ough teachers. Sa~eral of those mentioned a~~ye had First Cla~s Cert-

ific~tes and taugh~ for many ye~r 
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111}ha books were se by G ... o ge Ru. ledt;e"? 

A C iti a Pronouncing 0io onary and Exposi or of the Engl sh 
La g ·age ' John Walke (~tbl"n 1810)o · 
Go gh s Practical Arithraetic. /Alge 

-An In rodu ·.,ion t the Elements of · -John Farrar (Boston 1828) 
... The Elen1en s or· Et ·~lid-\villia.m Hhiston i"loA<> (Du 1111 17.53) 
-A Scrapbook taken over rrom s meone else in 1811. containing 

poems, mathematical and other problems ~nd the Thir y nine 
!\rticles of ·the Church of :t!!ngland, &o., 

~ve ~ight question whcrther !1'u.clid was taught ·i;o co1muon school pupils, 

however in 18.50 Lou~hborough l-Tqs the only Fron · enac ~rownship \·There h'uclid 

was a s bject of study a d tw sehoo s were ·eaching ito 

Let us se whr:t the early settler encountered tvhen he was ready to 

purche.se some land. One advantage in 'aiting until some eapi al could be 

a c, · ated was that in the meantime you could inves igate the depth of 

·soil ·p,.nd drainage, ·:ec, and this was very ne essary in Loughborou.gho 11he 

earliest rarms were located on lots which had a rich black loam on a 

clay b0t~om over ·a limesto e formation. ~ne fares cover was of oak,pine, 

hi alto y, fir, hemlock, sugar maple. white ash, ba st-tood,, beech~ and <?1m with 

wh te oed~r 1~ the swrumpy areas. Except ror the logs needed to build the 

shanties and houses and to provide bottoms for the low-lying roads. there 

was little va.lue to this forest wealth. One of the few products tha:t could 

be marketed was pot~sh obtained by burning the logs of the foresto This 

potash waw shipped in barrel (thus creating a further der~rid for 

stave ) thr ugh Kingston tnd via ·bateaux ·co Hontreal and thence to Jmg­

land to be used in· bleaching cotton and in the manuf~cture of soapo 

In Novem er 18~8, George Rutledge purchased twenty-five acres f rom 

William gteenson for £ifty dollars This was part of Lot 10 ConoiV, a 

Clergy Reserve lot leased in 1818 by Moses Spaftord. 



In ·the follot.;:t:rig .PJ.pr 1 he boug. ~t fifty ~lcres from Spafford for one 

hun,1red doll11rs. It J ly he wrote Hon~~' Peter Rob1. son, at York, ·1 king for 
"""V) 

a survey and valua-iot. Robi s n had been appointed in 1826 n..s the first 

Commissioner to endeavour 'to untangle the resUl. ts of the earlier dis-

as rous land policy, wh~ch h~d resu· ted in five~eighths of the land grants 

being in th.e hands of l~nd specuJ..ntor.s,- with only one-sixth of the occup 

ied land under cul·t;i-v ation. To a consfdera.ble extent Upper Ca.n.ada \-lqs being 

settled by ·sque.tt~rs •. · 

Deputy Surveyor \·lili!lO.l~ made the survey and gave a tenta:'·ive price of 

13so6do per acre~ Ru ledge app ied for a firm price and proceeded to clear 

p::1rt of his holding. 1.1/hile we are wa1 ting for York to take actio let us 

look at two l. em thq_t' shed further light on the role .of the pioneer 

teaohero 

0 Februa.ry-·23 ,1832, 0eputy surveyor CoRankin wi ·th six me let·t 

Presqu'Ile to ~inish the ·s~ey of L~ughborough. of which Concessions X 

to XIV remained to be done plus considerable re-measurement to correct 

earll .er mJ.'s a.kes, On Apr1130, they were on ·the fourth concession. The line 

aeross Ge rge RUtledge's ~ot was·wrong and he was intervieved about the 

change o \·Jh.q:t is of special interest to us is this· entry in R::tnkin's 

~iaJJ ~ "MaY 3rd •. Go to see BobDy One, alias Snowstorm, Indi '1n• to proeure 

a canoe 1.-1hich wa shall need crossing numerous 11 ttlc lakes n .. This is undoubt­

edly the same 1 Pspew~n• who in M~y 1819 as one of the twelve principal 
, . 12 11ft:-ca. o--w 1'1 . . . 

men of the Missis~a~a In~ians sold~ €wo nnd three-quarter million acres 

across the northern areas from the Ottaw~ River to the Newcastle Jistrict. 

!J:eorg£. Rutledge h-=td taught one of the same name and another Hississ.q,gu~ 

to read .and write, for in 1882 he met · James Rutledge in Manitoba and · said 

he }:l..ad trap:r:ed f-lll the ·way from Lo ghborough ·•··1i th ·his b3.ndo He enquired 

about .his ·r rmer .teacher whose son, John, had been t~ught to sk~te in re-

turn for their 9ehooling. 
- ---= 
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The second i · em concerns the bo t tleneck c.r:tused J. n t he Sec ond :)1v1 -

ion ·or the Court of Reouest by the removal f1')om the County of Hon~ John 
. lLtJ . . 

CampbAll e A pe~i tion dated Oet;ober 18 18331 in the ha.ndHri ting of George 

Rutledge and ber.tring besides hi '3 Olt.TTI, the signatures of -thirty-four 

others 1 asked Sir john ·Col borne ·to appo~nt n..s Cormni s s1oners • Bulkley 

\'ia ters, ~villi am J...~a.ttimore, Jr.'· and Jacob 3hi bleye r.rhere was no response 

from York. On Apr:ll 1, 183t~, ,_a second petition is. l~unched with twelve 

sign::ttur·es . l\.letter from John H!len.ulay to Lieut. Cmle~ Rowan is revealing: 

"The enclosed p~per h!l.s just been h·1.nded me to be forv-rB.rded for 
Ilis ~ ~~xcellency's inspection. It rel.q_tes to he '-3Ubject on which ! 
spoke to ·you in )ec·embcr. lf\sto . ••• great dissatisfaction has ex1st­
e.d in th~t .)ivision for q_ length of time n.t ·the omission to app­
oint Commilss:toners, . fo'r no Cieb'tiban be recovered ·there, and many 
person~ even wish the Seeqnd Divisio reunited to the First for 
the .sak~ of being enabled to :recover debts in a s~cy mn.nne • 
I nmst confess l:ihRt I uni'ta with ~11e people in thinking this 

· st~te of things a grievance •• ~, u · 

. . . 
Conmdssionars ware now appo~nted: Jaaob Shibley, W llia.m Latt1more,Jr ~ , 

~ d three· other men.· ~nd their ·appointment dated back to April 1,1834o 

The petitioners go~ t"tvo out· of three of their firs nominations and 

one further · one from'their second list~ _ George Rutledge had good ' re~son 

to ·be aware of .the situ~tion, .for he had become a clerk of the Court Rnd 

would serv~ for twenty-seven years in this post. 

The price for the l~nd w~s still ·not established, however in Novem­

ber,1834 Hutledge bought the remaining tNenty-five acres from William 

Steenson {' . ~twelve pounds, ten shillings. Tn November he writ 

Francis Bond Head. P~rt of the petition reads: 

to Sir 

"Petitioner has ma.da considerable improveraent on his land an¢a 
in con emplation larger improv~ment, which the uncertain tenure 
of leased property will not warrant, and farthe ; Petitioner wish­
es to enj y ·the elective frA.nchise, that he and his children may . 
be rendered eligible to give their suffra5es in support of the 
revered Constitution of the country where petitioner had his birth 
and education •• •" (The word Const1tu~1on is heavily underi1ned) . 

He begs to have the proper officer ndvise the price of his land and terms 
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o · purchasect His friAnd \villiam Simpkins, noN a Jo .Po certifies the trans­

fer of S ee sor. ~nd Spafford. Rutle~ge wro e to the Lieutenan Governor 

again in Febru~ry,l8}7, asking for the price and terrns o purchase~ 

The Administration ·t-~·<;)uld not rtccep the q,ffid·l.vit that the transfers 

were in ·. order, so· these were sent along "tvi th this second petition. 1'he Cler-

gy Corporation h~d h~d on file since December 1836 an ~pplication to pur­

chA.se th~ Ea. t * of Lo lOo In July 1837 the original application is be­

fore the .8xecu ive Council and Hon.R.B.Sullivan notes on it: uBecoramended 

at a '\ta.lua. ionsr o _1\.fter nearly nine years the price has n w bee inc eased 

by 4. a per ~ere and the notif1c1itio to Ga~rge Rutle.dge will not· take place 

until April 1838. Including what was p~~d for the le~ses, the hundred acres 

h~s cost •.?. 550, and this will a paid in five 1,hstalments by February, 1841. 

The Cro~ ratent is dated April 22,1841, and bears the seal of Bar n Syd­

e·nham of· Sydenham in the County of Kent, and or 7'oronto in Canadao It ha 

taken welve years to obtain a cleR title to a halr-lot ·in the Clergy Re -

er &So . 

\fuq_t c~)uld . a t e her earn in those d tys? The 1820· :Provincial grant 

se t1. ntaximum. allowance to <1.ny one te'lcher of ~ 12.10s. or ;~ 5o.oo per 
(;1 

year. By 1845 the provincial averag;> -has re 1ched .r. -26. 2s. or :} 104.40 and 
.... 

in the Ntdl~nd t>!st ict ·~ 112.00. In . addl tio~ to being a clerk in the court, 

Rutledge ae ed as as·sessor of \iest a.nd Eftst Loughborough, wrote agree­

ments deeds ~nd wills; gathered he~bs, bled the sick. in act wa w lling 

to treat either man or beastG 

The firs Crown P~ ents in the area of the present village of Syden­

h~ are dated between 1833 ~nd 1839, ~s we can ignore the earlier grants 

and leaseso Rankin showed a grist mill on his plan of 1832o George W.Yark-
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er. of Ki gston o1med the , w mill and grist mil ln 1836Q It had cos t 

800o 1\.nother saw mill w~s loca ed fur·&b.er dow-n Hillhaven Creek near the 
~ 

came ery ro:1do This was operated by a Hr. :3l-r1tzer .. As payment for grindig 
"'-

grain ~he miller to k one-twelfth ~nd ~he saw mill took up to one-half 

the lUJnbero 

The fil~st church building in the township was the I1ethodist ehapel 

on Lot 5,conoV~ As early ~s 1827, a circuit had been separated from the 

B"t'Y" of i~inte c1rcui t to serve. Kingston, Kingston Township., Hatel''loo( Catar­

aqui), Loughborough a.nd the b'orders f Ernesttowne The chapel served many 

groups~ ~Jesleya.n, Bpiscopal and Pr1m1 t1_ve Hethodists, the Church of Eng­

land and eve the MormQns who had a f~1rly strong follow!ngo Paul Shirle 

a Cate hist f~om Camden preached 1n it in July 1835 and mentions the impen­

et ~ le for st tha separated Camden and Laughborough, a distanoe of about 

eigh m.i.lesc As the great tide of Irish emigran s from the Southern Cou 

ties made ts impact on Loughborough, the Roman Catholic Church bo ght a 

six- acre lot from Lawrence Raile in 1832 on whi h would be built StoPat-

rick's C uroh at Railton S oPau_ts Anglican Church was built in what would 

be Syderah.run, in 837 o The three Hethod1st groups attempted a. union in 1833~ 

but by 840 ·the:r were· at odds . againo 

(~ 
The Township had a population of 919 in 1829 and this increased to 

1354 by 1834o Half of the popule.tion was under 16 year·s of age As .the dem-

and for ed cati n gr~w schools were lo nted to serve the settlementso 

The 1839 report of tpe Hidland ·01s rict only shows three teachers: John 

WRlsh at Railton, Absalom Hornbeck at the school on the Rutledge fa~ and 

C1ari ~d~ Clark on Con.IV, West LoughboroughQ 
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On Jileb_ 1 ~r:r 11!, 181.~, the .tiun.icipal Coui. cil of ·he 11 dland District 

appointed John Strachan '1.'3 "r)~st~i t Superi tendent o·:" ~onnnon 3cho lso 

Gaorge tledge became Superin enden for the Tovmship of Lou~nborough 

a a 8'1. ar~- of .t 7 10 o. l;)e It a um 0 For the te schools in the Tot nship a 

sum of r,., 73 19 4.' wa.s pr vided in the ~JrovinciaJ.. gran .o L ' t12lr1 one-

third ·or tha ch ldFe f seh o ·~a;e were attending scho 'Io The £1unic1pal. 

ty was re·sponsi ! :ror A. sum f as much as this or more, and ·jjhe parents 

wh sent childre to school were charged on ra· e bills a thorized bv the 

eesa The average nu~ber f pupils per teaohe· wqs 36 for the 7 

seh.t)·Ols .1.. the Nidl::t d l)is ri $ The schools t.Yere open 9} months per yea.ro 

There were 3Lt- 1risits to the township schools that yea 

· by Nr Strs.ch'ln and two by Ge r~e Rutledge" 

probably one vis-

Separate s~hools were proTided under the legislation of 18lt.l 9 and 

the Railton Soh ol(Secti n ~~ 2) seems to have been s~ de~ign~ted duri g 

·1843 o John· \•lalsh v1ho would ~each t :1.ere :ror many yea~s was al o r11 wnship 

Cler~ at an additional salary of Ls-$ p~l~ yearo One of 1-lalsh's pupils~ John 

Q!B ia ~ hqd finished h~s elemon~ary schooling there and h~d proceeded 

to Regiopo s fJ liege 1-~hence he would graduate, become a p~ies and 

la. er Bi. h p of iungs on, 18?5 1 79. 1.rJalsh• s y unge .. s n, Edward, also be-

came ~ priesto · 

Georg 11ut edt>e rernA.inad Local Superintenden until 1811.9 l-Jhen John 

St a.ehan also reti:redo Jtrom th n n he pos of District SuperJ.nte dent 

se ms t;o l;lav:e disa.ppea. ed and so.tne o£ 'the work was shi.fted to the own­

sh~p tre~ urers~ T~ere ·w-:t a model school f' r he District in 1847 with 

2 te~chers and 28 pup1lso The ~ownship schools now ~~rolled 70% of the 

al ~ 3ib e pupil,se ,,llth the exception of the one frame school~ all the other • 
, I I 1 t 

·nine in number jwere log buil_dJ..ngs frorn 18x20 to 24x24 in sizeo 
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George Rutledge had been one of the st~gest advocates or free 

schools but it ould be left to his successors to bring this abouto 

Asa Phi11ips succe ded him in 1850 and a year later he reported/' Free 

schools are being tried in a number or sections or the Township, and where 

they are established, we have good schools and a large attendance ••• "o• 
and from John Walsh, Township Clerke." a vast majority or the children of 

Loughborough receive .free education". 

With the appointment of Dr.Egerton Ryerson as Chief SUperintendent 

for the Province in 1844 and the subsequent passing of the School Aot of 

1850 a modern system of Ed catJ on begins to emergeo As his assistant, Dr. 
C1 

J George Hodgins, sums it up: the machinery of the system was · adapted 

~rom the school laws of the ·ddle(United) States; the method of support­

ing the schools by a unifor.m rate upon property was adopted trom the New 

England States; The Nor.mal and Model schools(established in 1847) were 

projected after those in operation 1n Germany; the school text-books were 

originally adapted from the series then in use in Ireland~ and acoept­

able to both Protestants and Rom~n Catholics. 

bought 
In the Fall of 1846, George Rutledge/theE t of Lot lOo Bls son,John, 

had married in 18Q.l and took o er the :first .farmo A stone house was built 

on the East hund' : acres and by 1851, George and his wife and three un­

married sons lived there as well as Elisabeth Rutledge daughter of his 

bro her Archibald 1f Chinguacousy Township, who would now act as daught­

of the family a Georgevs wife is now listed as blindo More probably it 
~ 

would be cataracts for she was now years of ge • George also bought 

in 1846 the E ~ of Lot 9 acros the road in the Fifth Concession; in the 

next three years he would enlarge his holdings by Lot 10 in that oonces~­

ion , 150 aeres,and by bhe purchase in Concession VI of 350 acres (Lots 14-1 
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The e la.s ,-manti ad lots would provide cedar for fencing and wood 

for ther purposes. He had spent about ~$ 3 365 in land purchase , as much 

a a teacher could earn in thirty years at the salary then paid to teacherso 
(~) 

They had 285 acres under cult1vat1. n, 7! acres in orch~rds which pro-

duced 200 gallons of older, 10 horses, 10 oxen,or bulls, 35 sheep, 16 

milch cows, and 18 other eattleo The farms produced 2350 bushels of grains, 

&c., and 170 bushels of potato Se 

***** 
T.he village had now been laid out and named after the man who aohiev~ 

the Union of Upper and Lower Canadae Thera were two doctors in the townsh-

ip- .DroMatthew Dunn and Dr David Asho The Lake was still called after 

Sloat. who long ago had sold off his hundreds of acre obt 1ned in govern-
·:" 

ment grants and departed o The post orr1ca Would be known as Loughboro' 

at least as lat as 1880e Besides the sawmills and the grist mdll , the 

village had in 1856[
9

) 2 distilleries, a brewery, tannery, turning lathe, 

a fulling and carding mill and s eral asheries~ Its population then was 

~ 
In 185~ a ne stone school was built in Sydenham at a oost of $ 1,200 0 

While often rete~red to as a grammar school, such was not the oaseo The only 

one 1n the county was at Kingston. In Upper Canada male teachers averaged 

$ 454 per ear and female $ ~2o Br 1862 all schools in Loughborough were 

freeo 

some of the early teachers have been mentioned: 

- John Wals . .:.. born in Waterford, Ireland, th 14 years teaching exper-
ie cetD.ere; taught 3 years in Kingston and given a First Class Cart 
iticate bY the County Boardo Taught in Loughborough :38 yearso Was Town 
ship Clerk for many yearso 

Willirum Irvine- Trained 1n Kildare Place Normal School~ near Dublin. 
also College of Armagh; taught 6 years in Quebec and with Arm¥ School 
in Kingston 3 years;given First Class Certificate by George Okill 
stuart;was a Classics and ~ themat1 s soholar. George Rutledge had 
lmo him since 1804o Taught in Upper Canada until 1863o 
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Asa Phillips- educated in the S ate , began teaching in Loughbor ugh 
in 184o. Succeeded George · tledge as Local Superintendent in 1850o 

John A;ew: -taught in the Sydenhrun public school in 1865 and . after 
gradua~on in med1c1me wo ld become the rirst County Public Scho 
Inspector in 187lo Would serve in this capacity until Dr.W11liam 
Spankie ook over in 1886o 

In 1871 the Chief SUperintendent or Education authorized the building 

or a Hlgh School at Sydenhamo It was built in 1872-1873 at a cost of 

$ 10,000 for land and buildingso Until the recent bu11d1ng additions it 

could be seen, e. two-story stone building w1 th an 1mpres 1ve bell towel'o 

The school opened August 18, 1873 with Rev.Franois LoCheckley,BoAo(Trin­

ity Col1ege, Dublin) as headmaster with one other teacher and an enrol­

ment of 60 

George Rutledge did not 11ve to see thi final s age in the deve1op­

ment or a comple e educational programme. In the last f'1ve years he had 

continued hia 1nt rest in oormmmity affair o His cash book shows his con­

tributions to the llege, pro ab17 Vio rla, for he as a trustee of the 

w(. leyan Methodist group; to a. tund for a widow, to missionaries and the 

collectors w r usually his gr dchildren or hich he had 16; There had 
G-fM.Nl)c. t+tu'") {}$rJ_ 

been the traglo summer or 1866 when thr e oth r ~had been carried off by 

diptheria 1n the spac or r1rt en dayso Many of the en ries are in s rt 

band h.ich he us d un 11 he wa past his 75th. birthdaY' • 

Two further incidents w111 illustra e h1s concer.n for others; 

Lawren e Raile, who had befr1e ded the Rutledges their first winter in 

Canada. had died at an advanced age and his gra e at Ra11ton wa unmarked. 

George Rutledge started a petition to remedy this. In part it reads: 
·"Being the first British sett~er in the township woUld. or 1tse1t, 
recommend him t a b tter fate, even if his generous qualities did 
not demand 1t. But they do demand it as those who knew him oan af­
firm. There are men in the township who tell us that in days gone b7 
his hospitable door. was ever open to the stranger, ho friendless 
and alone was c mmencing his work of toil, which since perhaps cul­
minated in wealth and affluence~ We hope therefor our appeal wil1 
meet with a favourable reception, and that by a generous subscript-
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ion, the people of Loughborou§h will rescue his name from oblivion, 
and theirs from undying shame 

The second concerns another staunch Roman Catholic, John Walsho He had 

been able to teaoh until Decem er 1871 when he had rea hed the age of 75o 

Now the ·Rutledges prepare an app11eat1on for a superannuation allowance 

tor himo It is in the handwrit ng of John Rutledge and signed by; three 

. Reeve, Deputy' Reeve and Treasurer of the Township, the Sheriff' 

and Treasurer of Fron enac, George and John Rutledge, Asa P.billips, three 

J.Pu•s and several others 

Geo~ge Rutledge died on A ril 2, 1873, at the age or 79e His wife 

had died the previous year at the age or 86o Bls four sons were each sett­

led on a tarmo In his will Wl'i ten in his clear hand ting wh n he was 70, 
/He 
~eft besides a tar.m about $ 1,500 in cash or notes to a h of them. The 

will closes with these words: I sol mnly admonish mr heirs to act fairly 

and gently with each other and live together in unity"o 

The Da11y Br1 tish Whig rot " For over 35 years he was a subscriber or 

the British Whig, and we teel e have lost a veey ol friend 1ndeed"o He 

had arrived pennile s 1n a bac oods settlemento He had doggedly tought 

the red tape or that day until he had obtained the lands he wanted0 He had 

laid the foundations or the first school system and had kept alive his 

interest in education and teac ers until free schools evolved well in ad-

vance of the legislation that crumpled the last opposition in the Prov~ceo 

He had se~ed as Court Clerk, ssessor, Auditor and Returning Officer for 

his township. But above all he had helped kn1 t together the diver e elem 

of the so iety of his day into something stab1e. 

***** 
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q_nd his eldest son~ John~ ere xnuch intere t 

in }:iathematics and History. thus these were the books that have been 

pas ed down to later ge erations, of whieh there are four with us 

t da.yo r.rhe constant empha.sis on the ilnportanee or education ha also 

beoome a r~atly nr~ditiono 

'l'he last grandchild pas sed 11way in llovember, 1965. Sne too had 

een a , ache~ and in the Spaffor ton school that was b 11 in 187lk 

to replace the old· re frame school that stood o the original Ru­

ledge farmo The third, fourth,fifth and sixth generntions . of lineal 

desc dants ar scatter d from New B nswick in the east to British 

Columbia. in the ~est, td:th every province represented and with Alber a 

a.v1 g the lA-rgest.· shareo Jea ·al . have rernained in Canada, although 

J:t few are fo d in New York City a. d State, in Ninne ota and a far 

wes · as Honoluluo 

1{h1 e some have continued wi h farming, all the original four 

a ms are soldo There are chemical and civil engineers, a Provincial 

Chairman of 11 Res arch a.J;ld Productivity Council, a general prru~t1 t1 ner, 

~ orthopedic su geo , many who ·are still nctvely engaged in manage-

men positions in the fie d of d stribu ion, ad e_r ~sing or fi anceo 

\ fomen have fo nd their opport i y in teaching, publie health, nursing 

. medica · technologyo 
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If t a · Her \;; .... - --·l • • - ' ""'~ ! 
... '-""'"· 

ion of educational facilities in Loughboraugh townsh1Po While there aee 

five. of the one-room rural schools still in operation, their days are 
. . 

numbered abd soon the entire enrolment of 400 will be taught in the 

3ydenhrum School. Being a centrally located township, the Sydenham High 

School serves the adjoining townships ·too :md has an eiU'olment of bOO, 

brin.,ing the number of pupils in the village during the daytime to 

a t 900o The resident population of Sydenham is only 823 a cording 

to he 1961 censu 

In re respect it would seem hat those who settled in this a.r a 

brou w1 th them none or the bi tterne s and strife of their homeland, 

they engaged in no rebellions, they settled their religious difference 

in an amiable rashiono \vi th pardonable personal pride I woul.d point 

to the pioneer t~qcher who opnned the first school and gave leadership 

throughout his long lifeo In a little note written in one of his books 

in Octob~r• 1~71 :VI h~ve a gross eoldo God knows how it ter.m1nateso 
.Y( ;,tvL- f 

G·od o s \-lill be done o ~Te might use he words off> Timothy inst_ead., 

"I have f ftt a good fight I have finished my course. I have 
kept th.e. fa.1 th o 

Toronto~ Ontario, 
Jan a.ry- 19, 1966o 
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