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THE RUSH FAMILY (®

Michael Rush cazme from Ireland in 1840. Eis journey
from the home-land to Cansda ia a seiling vessel reguired
seven weeks. This ancient snip landed its passengers et
Quebec City, end & smaller vqssel caerrizd them to Montreal.
From Montreal, dicheel followed thes course of the River
St. Lewrence to EKingstoa. This writer was unable to learn
the reason why Kingston was choszn as 2is objective.

-

Joseph foster, the writer's grandfether (one of the
first settlers in the Moscow District), was crossing the
market place in Kiangston, whern accosted by a2 young mean
seexing employment at farm work, and tizat young man was

Michael Rusnh. That improvised meetiag, between two
strangers, resulted in a2 life-long friendship lasting many
years. On the evening following this iatervisw, Michael
"Rush found himself established in one of the farm homes at
Moscow, where he remainsd for a period of seven years.

: Michael Rush during his residence st Koscow mede
many friends. Heving had coasideradle experisnce in farm-
ing before coming to Canada, he reedily accommodzted himself
to his new surroundiangs &nd, like most natives of the
"Emerald Isle", possessed 2 radiant persomality. He weas
faithful to every duty and absolutely dependable, and made
a substantial contribpution to ths pioneer life of. this new
settlement. It would appezr froxm the story as handed down
to this writer that Michael Rush entered upon his new duties
without any arrangemsnt or bargaia of any kind respscting
weges, remuneration or emolument of any kind. All this
apparently had been left to tae honour of thoss concerned.

Michael Rush was a Catholic ia religion, and the
nearest church of that period was &%t Odessa, and ¥ichael
would,on occasion and on Sundey morzing,saddle one of the
many horses in use on tkis farm &nd proceed to the Crhurch of
his choice, where the sacrazment of.- the Mass was celedbrated.

About this time in ths history of tkhe Township of
Camden, & family from Ireland hsd s2tiled on a2 farm in the
vicinity of Clark's ¥ills, Hr. end ¥rs. Andrew Doyle. A
sister of Mrs. Doyle, a young widow, had accompanizd them
to Canada. Her name wes Margaret Soland Burns, and she weas
strikingly hendsome and of fine eppearance. The Doyle
family and Yrs. Burns also attended Mass at Odessa. Later
a rumour had reached koscow (from an ouiside source) to the
e?fect that Michael Rusi had fallen in love with this
charming young widow. IMicheel of courss wes silent on the

sub ject.
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THX RUSE FAMILY (Continued)®

One day at Yoscow an interesting conversation
eveloped, when the following dialogue ensued:

(ol
|—l

"#ichael, we have something to say this morning
which we believe will intarest you. We have come to the
conclusion that it is high time for you to begin farming
on your own account. 7You have resided here seven years
end we feel it to be our duty to render you some assistesnce.
Be happen to have in our possession 2 block of land in the
Township of Portland which we think would make you a good
home, and we are prepared nere and now to transfer the
ownership of this property over to you, to compensate in
somnz measure the faithful service you have reandered
taroughout the years.,” It is needless to say that Kicheel
"Rush zccepted this offer.

Michael Kush &t this period had become skilled in
the use of the exe and saw, the iastrumesnts used by the
pioneers in removing tke primeval forest, and made short
worX of the clearing of a portion of hkis bholdings, .
sufficiently large for the erection of his first residence,
e log house. Since there was no lack of timber for this
purpose, only the straight trunks of trees would be used,
cut to the right length and carefully notched at their enés,
so 2s to form & neat and secure corner. <The next step was
tne raising bee, when willing neighbours would assist in
placing the timbers in thesir proper position so as to form
the four wells. Placing the rafters and the roof covering
material would complete the structure. All these prelimin-
aries were carriesd out in due course and the house made
reedy for its occupants.

At the period when the incidents recorded in this
drama were being enacted, there were no weekly or daily
newspapers to announce oTr proclaim the latest news, and
often weeks would pass before it would reach a neighbouring
pioneer settlement. Notwithstanding this fact, the time
did errive when & report came through thet iichael Rush had
married Margaret Boland Buras. The Rush fHome thus established
wa3 a representation of the many good nomes to be found in
this settlzment.

There werz born to this union four children, three
daughters and one son.

Mary Ann (the eldest) married James Hinch

Ellen remained single

Bridget married Thomas Lewlor
§ John married Sarah Gartlzand
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THE RUSH FAMILY®(Contizuedl

There are three greandchildren: Mrs.
Nepanee, daughter of ¥r. =zad Mrs. Lawlor;
eand Leonard Rush, soans of John Eush, wko

Matt Hinen of
anad Austia Rush
Teside et Hoscow.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Résh were successful in a
material sense, and tksir home can truly bs designated as
F T S A I“ £ ™
A CERI T;nﬂ HOME remembersd for its gemerous hospitality
toward the poor and unfortunate.

The Rush Homestead was 1o

= cated one-half mile north
cf the Ylllage of Petworth, in tkie Towashi; of Portlanad.
Petwort: 2t this present period is "i Deserted Villsce"™
-+ b ! 3 o~ v e a g )’ =
but one hundred years age was 2 busy mart with =2 population
of two hundred souls. Among thess peonle were a number of
very poor and destitute families, and it was = common sight
- - - s 1 - =
to find poorly clad childéren from %tha2se homes wendiag their
way to the Rush Homestead, in tas 20p2 of securinz a pisce
of pork or a measuTe of flour to replenish their scanty
larder, and they weres never turned empty away.

In tke chamber or upstairs
log house werzs to De ss=n taree de
menoars and hired kelp, anc the Do
chamber was reserved exclusively T

]

finoz of . this Tide old
ds, two for the male

d 2t the viest end of the
or strangers seeking =a

2

night's lodging, end meny a troubled soul, who had not where
to lay his head, on some cold zné stormy winter's night,
found refuge under this Lospitzdble roocf and was pillowed in
this warm za2nd comfortablzs Ged.

After thirty years' residence in the log house, Mr.
and Mrs. Rushk built 2 fine new modern kome, & little west
of their pioneer residence. This new Lome was completely
finished and ready for occupaticn when Kickzel Rush was
stricken with what provecé ito be his last illness, =and
passed to his reward from his own roecm in the old log house
of sacred memory. Mrs. Rushk, followirg their removal i the
new bouse, met with 2 serious eccicent from falling and was
an invelié until her pessing. She bore her suffering with
Christien fortitude, tenderly carec¢ for by her faitiful
daughters.

John Rush, tae youngest of tiis interesting family,
inheriteéd this estate 2nd later zcguired tke well known
residence and ferr of tae lzte Yecorze Garrison of Yoscow,
where his widow and tzeir two sons, Lustir and Leonerd,

reside.
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