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P.0. Box 128
Spencerville, Ont. KOE 1X0
November 6, 1981

Mrs. Shirley Spragge
262 Frontenac Street
Kingston, Ontario K7L 358

Dear Shirley Spragge,

I have found John L. Read in the material from the History and Genealogy
of the Reed-Kead Liéneage that I xeroxed some time ago at the Vermont
Historical Society library,--neglecting to note the author's name or

the publication date (apparently 1908 or soon after).

John Landon Read was, as I suspected, a son of Obadiah Kead of South
Augusta, and the father of David B. Read. The compiler of the genealogy
must have received much information from the Ontario branch of the family.
The pages that I xeroxed start with Moses4 Read, "founder of the Read
family in Canada" (and father of Obadiah), and include at least some of
generation 7 as well as those in between. The genealogy carries some

of the Canadian lines even farther. Addresses, if known, of those still
living are given.

I have long suspected that some of the Read story was the result of wish-
ful thinking and that some of the historical material in the genealogy
was not strictly from family memories, but if I have ever pursued the
Reads through loyalist records at PAC, in an effort to authenticate the
history, the gremlins who are in charge of my files have done away with
my notes.

According :guReid's Loyalists in Ontario (a far from impeccable source),
Moses Read had an O in C for a land grant in 1800--no doubt for lot 36
conc. 3 of Augusta, where he settled, though I'll have to look into that
sometime. Reid lists none of Moses Read's children.

Moses# Read (Eleazerd, John2s1), b. 1735 in Salisbury, Ct., m. Rebecca
Pratt who died in South Augusta 22 Feb. 1822. Moses died 6 Oct. 1802,
éccordlng towhat is supposed to be the oldest stone in the Read Cemetery
in So. Augusta) Moses is said to have come to Canada in 1784, followed
the next year by his son Obadiah with wife Lydia Landon (they married in
1784) and infant son Guy Carleton Read, b. 16 June 1785. FeeuiaX noqgéﬂpsq
Thex <mbH&~&~ SR T Wy & A PRV

Moses’ and Rebecca Read are credited with ten children (no dates or birth-
places given for the othersj.in what I have xeroxed). They were: John,
Patience, Abraham, Moses Jr., Obadiah, Benjamin, Kebecca, Irene, Matilda
and Sarah. Apparently the girls ( or at least the four youngest of thems
came to Augusta, as I have noted that Rebecca m. Joseph Towsley; Irene

m. John Smith in 1789 (of Augusta); Matilda m. a Seeley; and Sarah m.
Adoniram Burritt. . . The genealogy says that daughters of Moses Read
married Daniel Burritt (not so), Joseph Towsley, and John Ketchum, and
that they had "many descendants holding positions of trust in the world,
but theur number is too great to be enrolled here".

Rasn
(The above data is in case you shouldApe involved with any of these people)



The following from pp. 17, 49 and 50 of the Keed-Read Lineage:

/
{

John Landon Read was born 9 March 1789 (Brobably in Augusta). I have just
checked my xerox copy, which is not too clear, of Justus Sherwood's list
of the men who drew land in the 7th township of Oswegatchie at its settle-
ment. Among those "from the Collonies Since the Commencement of the Set-
tlement put on the Donation List by Mr. Delancey & Received their lands
from me after taking the oaths" etc. are:

Benjamin Reed

Obadiah Reed

Moses Reed

San® Landon (?--not too clear)

At any rate, John L. Read-was the third child-and-2nd-son-of QObadiah? Read
ahd Lydia Landon { b. 15 Feb. 1763 %I have no record of her parents).
Ianxkandenxkexdxwax Obadiah "obtaln%d a grant of land adjoining his father
on which in 1812 he built a two—stogey ouse, in which religious meetings
were helﬂ until other accommodations were provided. His house was ever
open to the ministers of the various denominations and to the hungry. He
was deacon of the Baptist church, which was one of the first to be organ-
ized in that part of the Province. His wife was possessed of more than
ordinary intellectual ability. . « « " Obadiah and Lydia had nine child-
ren, all of whom lived to marry.

three times;
John Landon Read was married fwizs, first to Janet Breakenridge (daughter
of David Breakenridge and Hester Wright). Their children weres

A James b. 13 Dec. 18123 m. Louisa Woods (one source gives his birth year
2. Mary b. 29 Apr. 1815 m Thomas McCormick as 1813)
3. Harriet b. 19 Apr. 1817 m. Dr. Daniel Coate

4. William Case b, 13 Apr. 1819 m. Margaret MacKenzie

5. Lydia M. b. 2 May 1821 m. Alexander Miller

6. ~ David B. b. 28 Jan. 1826 m. Emily Ballard

7. Hester b. 28 Jan. 1826 m. Edmund Burritt

8., John B. b. 1 Feb. 1832 m. Ranana Ballard (»i<)

Janet Read died 18 Feb. 1832, aged 36 years, 9 months, 7 days.

1
John married second Hannah C. Harper on 23 July 1835; she died in June 1836.

John’married third Ann(e) Miller on 12 Sept. 1837; she died 31 July 1845,
aged 29 years. She had two children:

9. PFrederick Arthus b. 2 Oct. 18403 d. 20 Oct. 1872, unmarried
10. Ann Grant b. 1 June 1845; d. 8 June 1845

John Landon Read '"was a merchant of Merrickville, Leeds County (sic.) Canada.
Served during the war of 1812, and was present at the taking of Ogdens-

burg. He settled in Augusta and County of Greenville (sic.), Held office
many years of Justice of the Peace; prominent member of Church of England."

—— — — — — — — —

Nov. Tth. Author of the Reed-Read Lineage is Ella Reed Wright. The Read

family (back to Johnl) is also in Ontarian Families. . . . I hope that this
arrives in time to be helpful--I have had a very busy week.

No need to reply. I am off to Chicago--and then Toronto--on the 12th,

for 3 weeks or longer.
AR QTSE;JN\\ §LKJ}J;<\

Sincerely,
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DICTIONARY OF CANADIAN BIOGRAPHYI DICTIONNAIRE BIOGRAPHIQUE DU CANADA l‘\

Surname: Given Names:

Nom: Read : Prénoms: John L. 3

Dates: Fl. 1822-1857 Birth: Death: F€Pe 19 1857
Naissance: Déces:

Marriages & Children: Education:

Mariages & Enfants: Etudes & Diplomes:

Significance; Born Twp, of Augusta, in eastern Ontario, a merchant in Maitland, served in the !

Importance: War of 1812, present at the fall of Ogdenburg. t
Moved to Merrickville around 1830, during the construction of the Rideau Canal
Merchant and lumber dealer there , in the Commission of the Peace, first Reeve of
Wolford Twp. , Commissioner of Roads, Member Church of England

In 1836 while acting as returning Officer for Grenville county, Read

resisted a riot and subsequent agitation which followed, and after the poll-books
had been torn or taken away, he(Read), nevertheless returned the two Reform

Sources of Information: candidates, Norton &Wells, even though Read himself was an "Ultra Tory"

Sources de Renseignements: Read later lived up to this moderate impression and became more
progressive
Daily Planet, Chatham, March 6 1857. - I.W.
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2a.—Guy-Carleton, b. 3rd July 1814, m. Clarinda Stewart.

3a.—George, of Keene, Co. Petcrborough, b. 13th Aug.
1819; m. 13th Sept. 1850, Crawford Reid, and had
issue: John-Carleton, b. 21st Dec. 1854 ; Henry-Have-
lock, b. 6th Jan. 1858, d. July 1858; William-George,
b. 16th Jan. 1863, m. 1886, Nellie Cummings ; Annie-].,
m. 13th Oct. 1872, to JohnPowell ; Elizabeth ; Agnes-
Eliza, d. 4th Oct. 1886.

4a.—Sherwood, b. 28th Jan. 1823.

sa.—William-Buell, b. 17th April 1825, &4.; m. Maria
Backus. :

6a.—]John-Landon, b. 23rd Dec. 1830, m. 1stly, Margaret
Hewie, and 2ndly, Emma Weller.

1a.—Elizabeth, b. 28th Sept. 1808, 4., m. to Robert
Shepherd.

2a.—Eliza, b. 1st June 1812, d. 19th April 1864, m. to James
Landon.

3a.—Julia, b. 2gth May 1817, m. to George Lane.

4a.—Ann, b. 16th Nov. 1827, m. to William Warner.

And of the second marriage :

5.—Anna-Sophia, b. 8th July 1835, d. 5th July 1874, m. to

Buker.

6.—Maria, b. 2oth Nov. 1839, m. to

Bishop.
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OHN READ, b. 1633, d. 1730, was an officer under Cromwell,
J and on the Restoration left England (Cornwall) in or prior to
1683, and came to America, where he finally settled at Norwalk,
Connccticut. He m. Derby, and had issue: John; Thomas;
William ; Mary, m. to David Little; Abigail.
The eldest son,

John, of Norwalk, b. 1697, m. Tuttle, and bad issue,
John, Daniel, Eleazar, Samuel, William, Mary, Experience, Meheta-
bel; of whom

Zleazar, of Salisbury, Conn., had issue, Moses and Eleazar, of
whom

Moses (W.E.L.) came to Canada in 1784 and scttled in Augusta,
Co. Grenville ; he had issue,

Obadiah, who was persecuted and imprisoned by the Revolution-
ists, and came to Canada with his father ; he had issue, viz,

1.—]John-Landon, Merchant, of Merrickville, Co. Leeds; served

in 1812, and was present at the taking of Ogdensburg; m.
/ gth March 1789, Janet, dau. of David Breakenridge (see
Breakenridge), and had issue, viz.:
1a.—James, b. 1812, d. 1848; m. Louisa Woods, sister
of Judge Woods of Chatham, Co. Kent, and had
issue: James; Mary, m. to Henry Garrett, and had
issue, Benjamin, Henry, Katharine, Gertrude.

2a.—William-Case, b. 1819, m. Margaret McKenzie of - :

Ottawa, and had issue: William-Ashley. in Holy
Orders, of Pembroke; George-McKenzie, of Huron,
Dakota ;; Edward ; Eva.

3a.—David-Breakenridge, b. 13th June 1823, of Toronto
Barrister-at-Law 1845, Q.C. 1858, and Bencher of the
Law Society for nearly thirty years; Mayor of Toronto
in 1858; m. Emily, dau. of Norman Ballard of
Picton, Co. Prince Edward, and has had issue:

Walter- James-
Edward-Leith,|
Cynthia; Agn
(named l)clow),
Read; Edith-
Barrister-at-Lz:
1ssue, 'ohn-Bre
4a. —]ohn-Breaken
Barrister-at-La
man Ballard a
Ienry-John; C
Emily-Mary, 1
Martin) ; Jessi
Montclair, Ne
1a.—Mary, b. 1815,
mick (see McCd
2a.—Harriet, b. 181}
Coate, M.D., d.
of a work of rarg
viz.: 16.—Harri
Jan. 1835, d. 18
Ottawa, and ha
falling into a we
(named above),
above), Ada-]Jul
Templeton, so
California.
3a.—Lydia-Maria, b
of Chatham, no
2.—Obadiah, m.
James-K., Benjamin,
3.—\oses, m. Ann We
Samuel, and Isaac.
4.—Samuel, m. Scot
5.—Guy-Carleton, b. 16th
at Crysler’s Farm,
1838 ; m. 1stly, 22n(
McLean, and
Of the first marriage
1a.—Isaac, b. 7th Se
Bruce.
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Walter-James-Breakenridge, b. 18535, Barrister-at-Law;
Edward-Leith, b. 1857, d. 1881 ; Ada-Maria; Emma-
Cynthia; Agnes-Maud. m. to FHenry-John Wade
(naumed below), now of Chicago, and has issue, Ienry-
Read; Edith-Mabel, m. to Irederick-Coate Wade,
Barrister-at-Law of Winnipeg (named below), and has
issue, ‘ohn-Breakenridge, b. 1891 ; Emily-Margery.

. —John-Breakenridge, b. 1832, d. 1881, of Toronto,

Barrister-at-Law; m. Roxanna-Caroline, dau. of Nor-
man Ballard above named, and had issue: Norman;
Henry-John; Charles-Percy; Lionel; Walter; Douglas;
Emily-Mary, m. to Archer-Evans-Stringer Martin (see
Martin) ; Jessie, m. to Richard Francis, M.D., of
Montclair, New Jersey ; Ethel-May.

1e.—Mary, b. 1815, d. 1883, m. to Thomas-David McCor-

mick (see McCormick).

2a.—Harriet, b. 1817, d. 1848, m. (as first wife) to Samue]

Coate, M.D., ., (son of Samuel Coate, in H.O., author
of a work of rare merit on penmanship), and had issue,
viz.: 16.—Harriet-Read #., m. to William Wade, b. 1st
Jan. 1835, d. 1886, Manager of the Ontario Bank at
Ottawa, and had issue (besides one d. inf, drowned by
falling into a well), viz.: Henry-John, b. 4th Nov. 1858
(named above), Frederick-Coate, b. Nov. 1859 (named
above), Ada-Julia. 26.—Gertrude, 4., m. to Thomas
Templeton, some time of Chicago, afterwards of
California.

3a.—Lydia-Maria, b. 1821, m. to Alexander Millar, formerly

2.—0Obadiah, m.

of Chatham, now of Detroit.
Hutchinson, and had issue: Charles,

James-K., Benjamin, and Russell.
3.—Moses, m. Ann Webster, and had issue: Henry, Milton,
Samuel, and Isaac.

4.—Samuel, m.

Scott, and had issue : Samuel.

5.—Guy-Carleton, b. 16th June 1785, d. 14th Dec. 1849 ; served
at Crysler's Farm, 1813 (Medal), and at the Windmill,
1838 ; m. 1stly, 22nd Jan. 1808, Anna Buell, and 2ndly,

McLean, and had issue, viz. :

Of the first marriage :
1a.—Isaac, b. 7th Sept. 1810, d. 5th Dec. 1873, m. Cecilia

Bruce.
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REBELLION OF 1837.

closed Eor dinner, they seized the poll books in the hands
of the poll clerk as he was going from the polling booth
to the Returning Officer’s house for his dinner, tore it into
a thousand pieces and left it littered on the village green.
This caused a protest of the election. The Reform
candidate, however, was ahead at the time the book was
taken, and was returned as the successful candidate and
took his seat in the House. The Returning Officer, of
the Tory party himself, although deprived of the poll
book, knew that the Reform candidate was ahead in the
voting and gave him the benefit of his recollection of the
state of the poll.

It has been said, and with a great deal of truth, that
Sir F. B. Head not only took great interest in this elec-
tion, but that he took active means to ensure the success
of the Tory party. Lord Durham, who made an enquiry
for the Home Government, speaking of it in his report,
said : “In a number of instances, too, the elections were
carried by the unscrupulous exercise of the influence of
the Government, and by a display of violence on the part
of the Tories, who were emboldened by the countenance
afforded to them by the Government.”

In referring to the Government, Lord Durham
evidently meant the Governor, for Sir F. B. Head showed
by his acts that he identified himself with his Council,
not acting under their advice only, but as their master.
He had thrown himself into the elections as if the success

of the Government party were a matter of life or death to . .

him.
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REVOLUTIONARY MEETINGS HELD. 239

1836. The two rival parties, the Tories and Reformers,
were arrayed against each other in hostile camps—two
armies fighting for supremacy. The elections in these

- days lasted a whole week, and there was open voting.

Riots occurred at many polling places ; there was general
confusion throughout the length and breadth of the
land.

Mr. Mackenzie stood for the second riding of York.

It was anticipated thab violence would be resorted to
at the nomination. Mr. Mackenzie made a speech
which was calculated to inspire the violence his sup-
porters professed to apprehend. The opposite party made
a demonstration, but did not resort to violence. Bands
of armed men paraded the streets of Streetsville, where
the election was held, playing party tunes, but did no
harm to Mr. Mackenzie or anyone else. Their object
was to carry the election, and they succeeded, Mr.
Mackenzie being beaten by his opponent, Edward
Thompson, by one hundred votes. Bidwell, Perry and
others of the party lost their elections, and the Reform
party was generally defeated and put to a complete
rout.

The writer remembers the election well. His father
was Returning Officer for the County of Grenville, the
election being held at Merrickville, in the rear part of the
county. On the fourth or fifth day a party of men came
in from the adjoining County of Leeds. They presented
the appearance of a squad of Cavalry, being mounted.
Taking advantage of the mid-day hour, when the poll was
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