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On the 18th instant or rch, death removed on 
f th old and highly respected residents or this village, 
r. J cob Hoff n Po ley. His grandfa her as one of th 

Uni ed pire Loyalist Pioneers. When the thirteen colon es 
revolted, J cob Po ler took up ms in d fence of the ero n 
hieh h d afforded his family shelter hen th y fled fro 

Europe for eonseience sake. For a length of ti e he s 
~ong the Indian in the vicinity of King ton, and at the 
close of the war returned through the wilderness to Schenectady, 
in the state of Ne York, and from there conveyed his am1ly 
to the To nship of Kingston, here he received a U.E.L. grant 
of land for himself and each of his t o ons then born. The 
sto y o the hardships they endured, both from the ho tility 
or the tr1 phant republicans at their former home and by 
rea on of the ilderness through which they had to travel 
and th t in hich they found a home under the shelter o th 
flag th y loved, is still told and cherished among the de e nd­
an s of those sturdy pioneers. The younger or the sons ot 
Jacob Powley, ho accompanied his parents to Canada, 1111am, 

as then eight years of age. hen he gre to manhood h 
ar ie Elizabeth Hoffman, daughter of another Unite Empire 

Loy list, and of this union the subject or thi sketch a 
born on the 20th of November, 1808. In 1834 he mar led 
ary , daughter or Andrew Clark an Irish soldier ho had 

settl d on the r rm adjoining his own. In 1850 ~. Po ley 
vi ited archmont and purchased a farm, returning th follo in 

e r ith his family, and accompanied by his brother, th 1 te 
s. P. Powley, who subsequently owned and operated the gri t 

111 since destroyed by tire. r. J. H. Powley orked at his 
tr d carpenter and joiner, and engaged 1n s lling in 
dd tlon to farming. Later he sold the saw- 111 business to 

his son, r. c. J. Po ley, who still carries it on. About three 
years ago he sold his farm to r. c. H. off tt, and resided in 
his own d elling at archmont until last fall when he ent to 
ive with his d ughter, Mrs. i~seph Stewart, ln order that she 
ight render his declining days as comfortable as pos ib • 

In the early days the P leys were Luther ns, but 
rter their settlement in Can da they were entirely cut orr 

fro the ministrations of that and any other church, until th 
ethodist pioneer preachers came, when they connected thems lves 
1th that church, to which they have given se eral preacher , 

local and ordained. r. J. H. Po ley was t one time a class 
leader, but in consequence of different views s vered his con­
nection with that denomination. 
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hen r. A. ·arshall came here, r. Powley connected himself 
with the gathering of Brethern brought together by the teaching 
of that ev ngelist. He lived a consistent life, and di d in th 
ssured hope of a glorious resurrection. The funeral on onday 

· was largely attended, not ithstanding the bad state of the 
roads. Mr. s. Benner conducted an appropriate service. or 
r. Po ley's seven children, two daughters pr deceased him! 

one in childhood Mr • Powley has b en an invalid! suffer ng 
!rom rheumatism for the last nine years. The surv ving daughters 
are: Mrs. William Wright of Orillia, and rs. Joseph Ste art 
(widow) of archmont. The sons, Charles Jacob of Marchmont; 
George of Orillia and William or arehmont also survive. 
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THE PCMLEY R fl:L_ I CAN D -· ------
Found in Public Libr ry 

Book e ti d: UNI .. EMP_ E Lv'YALISTS -

CE."' l'il:A.L OF THE S TLEME T OF UP ; , • CANADA 

4 - 1884 

T is very intere ting boo record he h,story of the c · of 
the Loya · to U per Canada (Ontario) and th ntenni&l celebr t1 
held ou out the Province in 1884 1 c mar ting the first 100 years 
or pro S8 or this i ortant part of Canada. . 

During the the soldier and th ir familie r fi d 
the ~rit · sh military supplies, bu when the military r turned to 
Engl any families re lett d titu To allevi te 8 condi-
tio , the Briti h Government diately offered fr e land d th r 
h lp to tho Loyalist fanrl.lie who could move to Bri ish t rri tory. 

lie availed the selve of this offer in 17 4 a 
ov:Ln · nto t extr-e e st rn part • mostly by an of boats 

the tlantic Coa t, but in 178f., .many arrived at King ton and o 
inl~d c nt r by overl nd routes. 
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On the Ki~eton Provision List of 1786 t follo\dng n 

J COB POOLEY Son of ci Cotline Booth P 
( ote by F.L.G.t J oob had o na, 
\iilli t younge t b · n abrut ight 

s old when the rrived t Kingston.) 

lilt IS PO'~ F th r of J eob. (Reo d e the !irst 
settler in Kingston district.) 
( ot : hi f 1 er LutheranB and d 
fl d tr t Re 1 rue vlar and 
tion o -E r and bad be n rr 
sh l ter by the Bri ti h Crown in 
England Sta • 

ton P .L. recorda six Hot.fma 

m 

arE: P rieh Re gi o t. Geor e • Church a 
ba tism in 1811, in 1eh the God- oth 

" li Powley. She a. been the vi reI 
or daught r or J coo ro 1 Y'• 

In the fir t ars of the Lo 1 
the di t ic t and the la n.i 1 · d out in t ship 
an e ch Loyalist va g1 -v n ant of 200 a.cr of fr 1 d. 
in 1789 at a council ting in Que o, it wa order d t t • 1d 
board may in every such case provid not onl;r for th ona of tho 
Loy li ta as they arriv t full a.g , but for th ir d htera leo 
of th t a e or on t ir r g , as ignin to eac lot o 200 a 
ore or l~se. 

F. L. Gillett 
June - 1954 

0 



• 

16 

les Jacob Powley, ho h d been ill since 1 st 
ummer, and s confin d to bed for ro~t en eeks, died at 

h , 222 ry S reet, Orillia o~ Saturd y orning, 
Jan ry 1, 19167 at the age of 79 years. Deceased as born 
in King ton, b 1ng a son of the late Jacob Huffman P 1 y. 
h n 15 years of age r. Po 1 y came to rchmont ith hi 

par nt Be and his t ther ran a sa mill and a grist mill 
t a chmont, nd after his father died, r. Po ley operat d 

bo h for n ber of years in addition to his far • For th 
t 18 y ars r. Powley had lived in Or1111 • 

He s t ice married, first to Caroline Hunt or 
Jarratt, ho di d about 33 years ago. Three years later he 
arr ed G ~r ina ood of Orilli To nsh1p, who survives. He 
lso lea family of three children by his first if and 

t childr n a a result of his second wife. Krs. Geo. Gillett 
archmont; r. Huffman Powl y or S 1ft Curr nt, Sas atche an; 

• Rober bite of archmont constitute the first amil 
th second ares Miss Edna Powley1 rs. George Hallet , 

inn e Po ley, Mr. Jacob George Po ley, isses Haz 1, 
Lott e n Lulu P ley1 all of Toronto and Harold at h • 
T o b o h s and one s1ster also surv1 ez r. George Po 1 1 
ot Toro o; r. illiam Pawl y of atchedash street, Or1111a 
and Joseph Ste art, formerly living at archmont, but . for 
the ear residing 1n Or1111a. 

The funeral o the 1 te Charles J. Powley as held 
on Tu day afternoon to St. Andr ' e metery, servic being 
condu t d by r. s. • Benner. The pallbearers ere th 

srs. Albert right, Charles Clark, Frank N 1 on and 
z. B bcoc • 
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