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I ,. DUNCAN CAMPBELL SCOTT, EDf.illND MOBRI !.3 and CHIEF CROYIFOOT 
\ I ' I 

G. H. Gooderham 

The accompanying ~hoto, taken in 1927, shows Dr. D.C. Scott and 

Indian Agent Gooderham (who relates the story) beside the historical monumen t 

commemorating t he signing of Treaty No. 7 at the Blackfoot Crossing. This 

photo has no direct bearing on the story about Scott, Morris and Crowf oot , but 

Crowfoot's last lodge was only a few rods from the monument in thP. picture. 

A word about the three men:- Dr. Scott was Deputy Superintendent 

of Indian Affairs for ove r thir t y year~. While he wa s an able administrator , 

he is pos sibly more widely known for his cultural activities. He was an 

accomplished musician and a renowned poet - in fact, he was frequently 

referred to as the Poet Laureate of Canada. Edmund Morris w~s an artist and 

a closP. friend of Doctor Scott. The son of Lieutenant-Governor Morris, who 

was governor of the North West Territories when most of the early tr~ati~s with 

the Plains Indians were made, it was natural that he specialized in portraits 

of Indians and Indian chiefs. Crowfoot \oias a great Indian chief, famous for 

hi~ speeches and accomplishments~ he wn.s a Blackfoot. 

In 1909 Morris spent the summer on tne -JA-ckfoot reserve ann wl tn 

the assistance of the Indians, fixed the location of the teepee in which Crowfoot 

had died in 1890. Realizing the end was near, the chief had thP- lOdge set up on 

the east bank of the Bow, \~erP- he could look across the flats and the river to 

t~e place wher·e the historic Treaty No. 7 was signed. Morris placed rocks in a 

circle to mark it. 

For years the Indians saw to it that the stones were not disturbed, 

but when a highway WE .. 3 bui 1 t nearby • travellers were not i nterested in preserva-

ti on and the stones disappeared. 

Dr. Scott made periodic inspections of reserve s acro se Canada , and 

on his vis it to the Blackfeet after the first war Agent Gooderham obtaint C.. his 

permissi on to p rotect the circle with a concrete and i r on fen~e and to set up a 

small tablet inside the circle. 

Morris had come to a tragic end during the war years - while 

sketching from the Q.uebec Bridge he fell into the St. Lawrence and was dro ...,vned. 

On hearing this sad news, Dr. Scott wrote one of his fi nest and bes t kno\m 
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poems, "Lines in Memory of Edmund Morris". He rec•otmtPd their many chats and 

letters, travel, paintings anC. Indian lore, and in the poem referred to the site 

of the monument a.s follows: 

I can feel the wind on the prairie 
And see the bunch-grass w~ve, 
And the sunlight rinple and vary 
The hill with Crowfoot's grave, 
Where he 11pi tched off" for the last time 
In sight of the Blackfoot Crossing, 
Where in the sun for a pastime 
You marked the sight of his tepee 
With a circle of stones. Old Napiw 
Gives you credit for that day. 

A plaque bearing the lines "Where he 1pitched off' for the last time 

In sight of the Blackfoot Crossing", and other pertinent facts, WaB oet into a 

small concrete base within the circle of stones. 

It stands to pay tribute to three outstanding men of Can!:ld.a. 

December 1955 



{1(\rJ\. ... · 

Bon. William Morris, M.L.c. 

Born at Paisley, Renfrewahire, Scotland, 1786. Served in the War or 1812•13 

as an Ensign and in the rebellion or 1837-8 as Lieut.-Ool. of Militia. In 1811 

went to the Militar.y Settlement near the Rideau (now Perth) Ontario. Member ot 

the LegislatiTe AssemblY or upper Canada 1821•36. In 1836 he was called to the 

Legislative Council. Apppinted Warden ot the district of Xohnaton 1841. In 18" 

apptd. a .member or the .ltxecutiTe Council and ReceiTer General or Canada whioh 

position he held until 1846, when elected president or the ExecutiTe Council 1846·48 ~ 

Ria name ia associated with the Clergy ReserYe and School land (?) questions. Be 

was one or the rounder• or Queen's UniTersitJ and first chairman or ita Board ot 

... Kember or the St. Andrews Societ7, m~mber ot the Natural B18'toJ7 
e )ld ~ 0)~ 1~ 

Society, eto. etc. He resided at Perth 1816-42 'Elmelie', BrockTille lS.2•4e; -

Montreal 1845•48. Hem. Elizabeth, daughter or John Cochran, X.P., ot Klkrtontield, 

Boo. He died at Montreal 1858. Issue: 

1. Hon. Alexander Morris, D.C.L., P.c., Q.C. b. at Perth 1826. Educated the 

UhiTeraitiea of Glasgow and McGill College, Montreal. Called to the Bar of upper 

and Lower Canada 1851. To the Bar or Manitoba 1872. In 1864 took aotiTe part in 

the negotiations which resulted in the constitution or that year - t he adopt ion 

ot the confederation policy which he had long preTioualy advocated. Kember or the 

Legislative Assembly 1861 until the Dnion. Member or the Dominion Parliament from 

1867 to 1872. Sworn ot the PriT.Y Council of Canada 1869. Minister of Inland 

Revenue 1869•72 then appointed Chief Justice or Manitoba. Lieut.-Governor. or 

Manitoba, the North West Territories and Keewatin 1872-77. Negotiated the Indiana 

Treatiea and established law and order in the Province. Was president or the st. 

Andrews Society. A GoTer.nor or McGill DniTersity and Chairman of the Board ot 

Trustees of Queen's university. K. 1851 Margaret, daughter or William Cline of 

Cornwall, U.C. and his wife, Christine, daughter or Michael VanKoughnet U.E.L. 

Died at Toronto 1889. Issue: 

(a) Christine Van KOughnet (b) Elizabeth Cochran (c) Margaret Cline, M. Andrew .Bill 

Malloch (who d. 1890) (o twin) Ann E!'~· m. J'amea Arthur Cochrane or Hillhurat • 

C~ th.f ( t f)L P. Q. issue: 1 Margaret Lillian Morris. 
:;l. . . -

(d) 

(g) 

Will~am, Barrister-at-law 

(e) .Alexander Cline (r Arthur Henry d. Alfred Van XOughnet d. (h) Emily 

J4urne;y (d) (I) Robert Cochran, Lieut. Ro;yal Artiller;y, Delhi, India. (j) 

Edmund Montague, A.R.C.A. 

2. Margaret Jonea M. W1llam Busby Lambe of Montreal (iaaue aee Lambe Genealogy) 

/2 
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3. Elizabeth 4. in intano7 

Willi~ John b. 1832 or Perth and latterlf ot Toronto. M. Sarah "-.s ~.--.1 ~c.--

daughter ot Thomas (?) Nadenhurat, Q.o. Issue: 

(a) Sarah 4. (b) Wilf red Radenhurat ll. and has one son. (o) Edith Coohran 4. 

(? ) 

r 1 
(4) Agnes ..Zo'-'• -~· (? ) d. (e) W1lliam Charles d. (t) Franois Sarah (g) Elizabeth 

Margaret (h) llarr,y Campbell ------- . 
( i) Annie Ridout. - -·- f'1, c./c. I o.! 

~. John Lang Korria Q.C. Barrister-at-Law, Montreal M.l860 without iaaue, Agnea 
1-~..rl'\~ Jc, l ,() - --------·-

daughter ot Miohael MoCullooh ll.P. ot Montreal. 

6. Elizabeth Ooohron 4. 

'1. Janet d. 

Lineage 

The name of Morris is ot great antiquit7. The tollowing derivation ia 

g1Yen b7 an eminent genealogia\ - 'Mara Mains' Wallioe .Mowr-r117oe, and )?) 

•warlike' 'powerful' ia a title applied to suoh ot the anoient ohieftaina as were 

prominent tor Ta1our, whose numerous descendants aocount tor the present trequeno7 

ot the name in Wales. 

OUr family coming trom Wales settled in Ayrshire, Scotland. - r 

he taall7 to oome -to Canada waa AlexaJlder llorria, aon- o~ AleDDCler Jlorria ot 
,_ 

Kllwarnook, scotland, b. there 1752. After residing tor a time at Pai•l•T• 

Rentrewshire, he came to Canada in 1801 with hia wite and rour children. Settled 

at Montreal where he was a merchant until 180~ when he retired to Elizabethtown 

(now BrookVi l l e ) U.c. He .m. 1780 .Tanet , daughter or Alexander La.D.g or Pa1 ael.7 , 

Scotland. He 4. at Elizabethtown 180i. I aaue z 

--· 1. Alexander Morris of Brookville. ~erchant. b. Paisley 1782. m. 1st Elizabeth 

daughter ot Col. 1oseph .Tones or Weston, Mass., with issue a son and a daughter. 

K. 2nd Alathea, daughter or Israel Jones ot Upper Canada without further issue. 

2. Hon. Wil liam Morrie b. 1786 as stated. 

3. Margaret m. as his first wite, Daniel Jones ot Brookville, registrar ot 

Leeds and Grenville. She d. 1828. Daniel 1ones was Knighted by W11118Jil IV at 
') 

t · ') ~? Windsor Castle in 1875. ·, Issue a daughter. 

4. Hon. lames Morris, M.L.c. b. Paisley, Soo. 1'198. Postmaster General ot 

Canada and Receiver General. A member ot the Legis1at1Ye COuncil. He m. Xmil,y 

Rosamond• daughter or Henry Jlurney and had ':5c •' r daughters. He d. at Brookville 
jl~')(.~ 

1865. 

/3 
See I n xt page 
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.---1 William Jlorrla, hia other aon, who ·naohing Mturlty had a aon Alexander Korrla 

who oaae to Canada ln 1821. Be • •ae-4a•p9er but 4. a. p. in l82i and dylq , 
intestate hi a he ira at law were hie mther;1's1ater [h.; n t_ ~· both or Glasgow. 
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WM, BUSBY LA~B 

(clipping from Mr. Morriss . Lambe 
B. O. Box 18 
Beamvsille,Ont. 
LO lBo (1 Hillside Dr,) 

AS PROMI EfT I MILITARY, LEGAL, ART 
AND CULTUR L EDUCATIO 'AL CIRCLES. 

The rather sudden death of r. Wm. Busby Lambe, collector of 
provincial revenue in the district of Montreal, which occurred 
on Sat. after a brief illness of 12 days at Point a Pic, deprives 
the province of an able and trusted servant, 

Mr. Lambe was the son of the late James Henry Lambe of Elderfield, 
Worcester, Eng. He was born in this city on Jan. 9, 1826. He received 
his education here and graduated B.C,L. of McGill in 1850 . In the 
following year he began his legal career as a member of the bars of 
both Quebec and Ontario. For over JO years Mr. Lambe was prominently 
in both legalcircles andduring that time he took an active part in 
semi-public affairs, devoting muc~ time and labor to the development 
of McGill University, his alma mater, and also being one of the leading 
spirits in the foundation of the Montreal Art Assfuciation. In his 
earl "er years he held the King's commission, and when he retired from 
the Montreal Light Infantry in 1861, he was a major in that force. 

Mr. Lambe did not enter the Quebec civil service until 1882 , when 
he took un office as collector of orovincfual revenue. In the lexsure 
time afforded by less strenuous work, he prepared an interesting and 
useful legal reference work, entitled ' Duties on Successions in the 
Provi nce of Quebec ," with texts of statues in English and French. This 
was published in 1896 . 

In the year aft8r his call to the bar Mr . Lambe married Margaret, 
daughter of the late Hon. Wm. Morris,M . P.P . of Perth, Ont . who 
predeceased him in 1890. He 1s survived by an only son, ~wrence 
It orris Lambe , F.G S,, who is assistant paleontologist on the govt . 
staff of the geological survey. 
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Copy fo Editorial from the Brockville Recorder and Times 

January 10. 1939 

THE ORRISES 

Anothet- one of the orrises, .that distinguished rami!"y hieh had 
its Canadian origin in Brockville, has passed a ay in Brigadi -G n ral 
Edmund • orris, whose de2th is reported from Sudbury, $ngland, wher he 
had been living in reti~ement. 

hile still Brockville was tne struggling l~mlet of 11 ab thto 
and lacked even tne court r1ouse Vthi~h star-te~ its ~ 1 b to 'Orominence 
in the 1istrtet, Alexander Morris reo~hed here from Pa1 ley with hi 
wife, Janet Lang, and entered business as a. m~!'chant. .a remained here 
for the duratio~ of his life with the exception of a few yea s snent in 
~ontreal an contributed not a little to the r!se of the little rom~u­
nity. 

Alexander and Janet ~orris were the parents of a di tinguished 
family. Alexander the younger as a me~chant here and in Perth. The 
Honourable William Morris, M.L.C., another son, liv ~ here and later in 
Perth,- wa the first warden of' the Johnstown District (now Leeds an.d 
Grenville), became one of the chief p~omoters of the Tay canal and many 
other projects in the same district, was the nrin~ipal Canaoian afent 
of tne Church of Scotland and became one of th~ foun1 ~s of ue n 
Oniversit.y. The thi~d son, the Bon. James ·orris, as am ~~hant and 
banker here, served in Parliament and in the Legislative Council (of 
which he became Spe~ker), was the f~rst Cananian to ser1 e a poin ment 
as Postmaster-General a~d also serve~ as Receiver-Gener&l and in various 
othe~ im;»ortant canacities. The ~au~hte-r, ~~a-rg?r-et, was the ftr-st 
wife of Sir Dcniel Jones, of Brockville. 

Membe~s of the third ger.eratio~ o~ th~ f~mily in Cana~a also , ade 
their contribution to the develonment and public life of the Dominio~. 
Pa~haps t~e most distinguished of these wa£ the Hon. Alexander o~~is, 
son of the Hon. William, who was a membe~ of Pa~liament, 1;.1,., ster of 
lnlan'i Revenue, vhfef J'ustice of the Court of QueeD' s Bench and Lieu­
tenant-Uovernor of ~anitoba ~n the North:est Territorie. one of his 
sons, in t:1rn, E. M. Mo~ris, was a distinguished Canadian painter. Jo 
L. :lo~ris, K.C. of' · ontrAal, was a son of' t.ne !ion. t i111am y.r.nile J • ,. ~ 
WilJ.ia:n L. Morris, a banke-- in jjrockyille and o 1 s a son r 

Alexanaer and himse~. f the fathe~ of Hon. A. • Mo~ris, a me,.chant and 
manufacturer in Kontreal and also a membe~ o~ t~e ~uebec Legislature ~or 
many y ea.rs. 

~a es H. Morris, K.C. of •oronto, and Alexa~d r R. Mo~ri , 
barrister, ~ingston, were uncles of Brigadier-Gene~al orris. Bis 
father, Edmund orris, as long connecte~ with the Ontario Bnnk and h! 
mothe~ belonge~ to another notable Brookville family, the Schofields, 
having been a dau~hter of ~am s Lancaster S~hofield, n early treasu ~r 
of the Johnstown District from which Schofield's Hill and Lanea ter 
St~eet, one of its thoroughrares, take thei~ names. 
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d. 1828 

A. 

illi m-Lang, b-. 29th Dec. 1829, d. 14th Nov. 1884; 
ailker in. Bro ckville and ] ontreal, m. 18.5 5, Julia-Frnce s, . da.u. o 

Jobn A. Converse, of Mont:. oal, pre,rilusly of r.rroy, New Yor .,. , of a. 
family hose ancestor ctnc to canaQa ~ith Governor inthrop, and had 
issue, _ viz: 

Alexander-Webb , Merchant and r1anufac turer ip Montreal, I .L. • 
m. · Flcrrcnca-J.~ightingale, dau. of John Hannie, of ontreal and 
had issue; 
lb. AlexaJder- Bruce , d. 

2b. Harry-Eardley- rthy. 
)b. Lawre! ... ce-Mark.land 
4b. Hugh-Beverley · 
.5b. John-Converse. 



1 A. 
2 A. 
3 • 
4 A. 
5 A. -

6 • 
1 A. 
2 A. 
3 A. 

4 A. 

dmm d-I ont gu, art studen4- in Paris,, 
- Christine-Vankoughnet. dead. 
- ~lizabeth-Coohran ea.~. 
- lasrgaret-Cline • m. to - n re ·-Hill lloc of 

d. :;L88o on o John llooh, ;Barr1,.,. ter-at-la , o 
- Ann-~va, m. to Jat e - thur eoghrsne, son of Ron. 

CochraEe , f J.ll · ~ .. st, uebed • 
.5 A. - Emily-Hurney, d. ~ou.ng • . · 

2. William-John, b. 17th Oct • . 1 32, r.,ercha.nt, m. 19th Sept. 186 , 
Sarah-Louisa, dau. of Thomas-Ila.bon- Radenhurst, Barrister-at-law. 
Q, .C., of Perth, and his wi:fe Lucy-7clith,.cla.u. of Hon. Thomas 
Ridout (see Ridout) and has issue, viz. · 

la. Wilfred-Radenhurst 
2a. William-Charles, d. 
3a. arry-Caropbell. 

·1a. Sarah, d. 
2a. ~dith-Coohran, d. 
3a. Agnes-Louisa, d. 
4a. Frances-Sarah, d. 
;a. Elizabeth-Mar0 aret 
6a. Annie-Ridout- d. 



. . 

A. - ranees Sarah (d. 1926) 
han issue Theodora an-

3 

• Kenry ''. 
illiam J. 

iokle 

John-Lang, b. 24th March 1835, of ~ontreal, Barrister-at-lan, 
~~ .c., m. 28th W.rch 1860, gnes, dau. OI 11iohael 
]·ontreal • . D. 1906. 

Margaret-Jones, • to illiam Busby Lanba of 
Collector of Provincial Revenue, .son o~ James 
previously from Co. Gloucester ng. and has 

ontreal, dvocate, 
Lampe of h nt~eal, 

lA. Elizabeth Haynes ~ unmarried 

lB. Margaret Morris d. 

lC. Gertrude ~orris - m. Percy H. Sal·. yn of Ottawa and has· issue. 

lOa. ·Linda Gertruue d . (ma.r_ried V.E. Da,, son) 

lCb. ~inifrede E . (married A. z. ~lias) 

lCc. Herbert Harley (Married Shirley Forrest) 

1 Cd.~verest Morris - unmarried 

1 Ce.Clare Rosalind - unmarried 

.. ~ - ..:~...;...ris - - - rrieu S ·.r Arthur Harris 1:. B. E. and has. · s 

Hargaret Vinton - married Rev. John .r~ox Tibbits 
and has issue, three sons and one daughter 

lE. Lal, •renee llorris d. l·~rried Mabel Maud Schreiber an has issue. 

lEa. I.iildred Schreiber, married Massey Baker of Ottawa d. 1933 

lEb. Pnoebe Schreiber - unmarried. 

lEe. Margaret Schr·eiber ma~"'ried G. s. Gisborne of Ottawa, and has 
issue two daughters . 

lEd •. !1orris Schreiber - m. Helen Brough and has issue, one son. 

lF. Annie Morris unmarried 

lG. Agnes Morris - u.nma.rriecl 

lH. Melbourne Morris d. 



la Hurney, of the Imperial Ballk at Calgary, Alberta. 
2a - James, of the Ontario Bank in Ottawa, m. Letitia-Kate, dau. 

Col. William Cottingham. · 
}a - Robert-Simpson, of Hamilton, m. Jessie-Corrine, 

E. Parker, o~ Hamilton and has issue, one dau~ 
- Edmund-Merritt, Lieut. Devonshire Regt. 

Frederick-Percy, d. 16th Feb. 1894 , 
- Victor Alexander, d.- 1nf. 

Harold 
Ma.rie-E ily;11 m. ·to 

2a 

3. Alexander-Robert, Barrister-at-law, b. i6th Feb. 

4. William, served in the militia in th~ Red River Expedition under 
Wolseley in 1870; drowned in a yaohting accident off the Isle of ight, 
9th Sept. 1882, m1mo 

1. Janet-Lang, Mo .to illiam Hamilton Merritt (see Merritt) 

2. Emily, d. inf. 

3. Harriet-Elizabet~, m. 20th June 1876 to 

' 
4. Margaret-l illina, m. to George-Frederick Harman 

ARMS: sa. a lion passant 

lion rampant 



I llliAIK 771/lT ~NE cO~ 
!1/5 J)lft/b/lme'.J /JJ.Ildl.fP 
/l ;rJ~,f!J 

~.)<.' 

~hl~~d(7~ 
~~a,. · ~ 
Philip Michael Matthew Scott :ank r h. . . . oug net 

()&";;#) 
/ 



r 

/ 



( 

--
·, .. - - -~-_.... _ _..._. - . :..-.... -... ' -- · -----31.·---~--·---. .. -~~- --

. ' \ ... . ~ 

.. t 
I 

"· 

~.dO(/# /) · /f/;;(_i};;,;/l/J; 70- /kEX4NL)~- 4/az~/S · 
~NE / 1 1867 . . . . 

-~· 

Y4c;( ;rb_~;s .. bor Wy ·km · · . . ::·· 
/Jrl J~ ..lJ/crL'IVfJ/1/~; it)M-;///1.5 

711£. ()<. P/6'/N/JL' , LE /7b 
.. ' : ~lv£. 1979 

- . ..!. 



----­......... . --
~---- -·---- ----~ 

I ' . 

..,;' ... . ..... : 

( 

•, I . . . 

.. - .. - ........_ __ ____._·, -
, l•'z i 

. !' . ......· . .. . . .... . . . . . · - .. . . .. .. . . ··-·-~-·· ·- , -- . . . . .. . .. . . .. . ·. .. I · · ~ .. .. . ! • ..__ .... 

.· · . . · , ~---- -- ~ ·- · ·~- - ~ ...... .. ... ................ ... ··----·------------

• : 0 

• J 

.. . 
; . 

.. • '?t- • • 



, _ ' ... -- . I 

- •. 
... I . 

. i 

• ••• - • -. ;. j • ·- ---. ....__~. - --· . --
. . . .. . . . '. .. · ' . 

r 

. l 

· .. · '• a-&' : ~-------~L I • - _. ' : 

. .. · · ... -~ .. -~,.:~ .... -.-..:.......~~ .. ~·:.: _ .. . ', .. .. . ,:· ... ·. ·. ·:. · ... ' .· ... ~ 
~= . , '· a -

, . .. 

. ~·~ . 
. . ~ ,.• .. • ~>; • 

' I o .. 



---........ .. 
..... ' ...... 

-------- . .. <f • • ~ ~ 

,.. ·-· .J.!. . 

' .. 
J · : 

r 

' ' 
" 

I 
I . 

o 1 • -~ 

-~ - ·----·-

·. "'· . .. 
•••• 

4
', tl: .· .... •. 

· .. ' . 

. 
• _.··: 0 . 

. _ __,.;,._:.._:__'-~~-. -~-- ·- . - ....___·~·-·....:...-... 

.. 

7~· I' 

- - -- 0 --~ • 

·· .. 



w-tcqa; "T""Y "'~•>E: 'TN6:'~ L ~ s-r ~TANn 
• ~C.~tNl"r T .~e 'J'-4C;l(tt.o7"' - .e. AtttJhlt' 

rr.A~ OE' THE OLD FORT Ok' TilE CLWW INDIANS, ON THE BLACKFOOT RESERVE 

AN ANCIENT INDIAN FORT 
BY EDMUND MORRIS 

(KYAI-YI-A-SO-KOS-IM} 

WHILE camped on the Black-
foot reserve painting interesting 

primitive types to be found amongst 
the tribe, I made a discovery of 
a.rchreologica.l importance, namely, the 
ancient fort made by the Crow India.ns 
where they took their last st.and 
against the Blackfoot, who came from 
the timber country to the north of 
the present city of Edmonton and 
drove them out of the country to· 
wards the :Missouri. 

The Crow Indians were a fierce and 
war-like tribe of the Dakotah linguistic 
-stock, and originally, like the Assini­
boins and 1\'fnnadn.ns, formed n. pn.rt of 
the great Sioux Nation, but were ex­
pelled by them from their early hunt­
ing grounds and driven into the coun­
try of the Flatheads; later they were 
u..~nin thrust n"Side by the invincible 
Blackfoot, who became plainsmen and 
entered into possession of the vast 
country extending on both sides o£ the 
· 1termLtional boundary line near the 
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Rocky l\1ountains. At the time referred 
to, the Crow Indians had horses, which 
they had stolen from the Mexicans 
or captured on the plains. The 
Blackfoot crune afoot. 

No white people on the reserve 
know anything about this particular 
spot, except as ''The Fort,'' and there 
was found only one old Indian who 
knew its history, corroborating what 
Father Doucet had told me the pre­
vious year. This aged missionary, now 
no longer with the Blackfoot proper, 
said he and John L'Hereux many 
years ago had camped near the fort, 
and when L'Hcreux saw it he became 
greatly excit8d and exclaimed: "The 
remains o£ the Spaniards or Mexi­
cans·!" But Doucet had questioned 
the old recorder of the tribe, Run­
ning Wolf, and he told them it had 
been ma.de by the Crow Indians when 
the · Blackfoot .swooped down upon 
them from tbe north. However, as 
Indian tradition is not alwn.ys to be re ~ 
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lie.d on, it is possible that the fort 
had been made by an ea.rlier race and 
used later on by the Crows. 

I engaged one of the chiefs and two 
Indians, who brought a team and 
plough, and. we examined the fort and 
turned some of the ,ground. 

The :fort is well. marked and is con­
structed in the ·sha-pe o£ a horse­
shoe, being 140 yards long and ninety 
yards wide. A . trench, whi0h was 
originally wide and deep, suiTounds 
·the front and sides. · At . the back 
a thick brush rises and the land re­
cedes to it. Inside the enclosure, near 
the trench, a.re ten pit-s fifteen feet 
in , diameter. Most o£ these pits are 
twenty-five yards apart, and in the 
centre o£ the enclosure there is a 

came upon several places where fires 
ha.d been built a foot under the pre­
sent surface of the ground, and about 
these I found fragmen ts of a thin gray 
pottery made of cla.y and ground stone 
with designs cut in it (Fig. 1), and 
a number o£ buffalo and antelope 
bonos. In other places, scattered 
about·, were human bones, amongst 

, them the collar bone of a child, 
which would indicate that the wo­
men and children had taken refuge 
in the fort. · .I found .also a stone with 
ridcres- cut on the face, back and 
edges (Fig. 2), two rude implements, 
such as would be u"Sed in pounding 

·buffalo meat (Fig. 3), and beads (o.f 
bone and shell). 
, Another day with a white man and 

liJGUitf: 1-~·l~AGMEN'l'S OF CLAY POTTERY l<OUND A l''OOT liNDEl~ Gl~O UND IN TilE FORT 

natural hollow, where the Indians 
say the horses would be kept. 

The locality was well chosen, being 
situated in the· old bed of the Bow 
River, about a mile south of the 
Blackfoot croosing ( Sayopawagnkwy­
ridge under water) ; in front and on 
one side, a plain; on the other side, 
the ground recedes to a small stream, 
beyond which the great cut banks rise, 
fanning excellent lookout points cov­
ering the whole of tbe country. The 
(}'rove of tree'S at the back of the fort 
0 • 

descends to the Bow R1ver. 
I quegtioned the Indians regarding 

its construction, and they said. thnt 
thoRe who made it used their hnnds 
and knives. They must have worked 
hard l 

Turning the soil with a plough we 

an Indian we dug out one of the pits 
and found five feet from the top a fire­
place and a quantity of buffalo bones. 

Arrangements are now being made 
to examine the ground carefully, and 
it is likely that many interesting re­
lics of a past age will be found. 

This valley of the Bow is of great 
historical significance. Here was the 
only ford on the river in the neigh­
bourhood, so tha.t from time im­
memorial it hnd been n. great camping 
and burial ground of the various tribes 
who succeeded to t.he ownership of the 
country. Along the river-bed their 
lod~es hnd stretched as far as the eye 
could sec. 

Besides this ancient fort there arc 
other land-marks of great interest. On 
the prairie, high ahove the clJ 1·ivcr-
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bed, and overlooking the Blackfoot 
crossing, is the last camp of the great 
Crowfoot (Sapo Maxika) , head chief 
of the Blackfoot Confederacy. A 
circle of stones which surrounded the 
lodge, and a smaller circle in the 
centre for a fire-place, still remain. 
Crowfoot's nephew asked me to mark 
the name of Crowfoot on the 
slab of stone. His remains wer.e 
buried in the Roman Ca,tholic ceme­
tery about a mile distant, where an 
iron cross has been erected, with the 
inscription, "Chief Crowfoot died 
April 25th, 1890, aged 69 ;" and on 
the other side, "The Father of his 
people.'' 

I inquired for the grave o£ the great 
Cree Chief Poundmaker, his adopted 
son, who died in 1886 while on a visit. 
to Crowfoot, and found it situated on 
the prairie, about a mile south of Crow­
foot's la.st -camp. The grave had 
collapsed and the cross decayed 
so I had the Indians fill it in 
with earth and haul stones from the 
Bow River, inscribing his name on 
one of them. 

These great chiefs were two of the 
finest specimens, mentally and physi­
eally, the red race has produced, and 
I will have more to say about them in 
a. work on the Indian tribes I intend 
to publish. 

Other interesting places have been 
passed by,- I refer to the spots where 
the Dominion Government met the 
old lords of tho soil and I hope the 

. historical societies will have columns . 
erected to mn.1~k them. Here the 
treaties were signed which made it 
possible for us to enter into possession 
o£ the country without bloodsheed: 
Those great treaties o£ Fort Qu '· 
Appelle, Fort Carlton and Fort . Pitt 
n.nd the Blackfoot -Grossing should 
at leas t be marked in this wa.y. 

It .seems to me that in our country 
the past and those who played an im­
portant pa.rt in it are sometimes not 
kept in remembrance as they should 
be, yet across the border, poets 
have .sung and philosophers prais­
ed the meeting of the white men 
~nd red, where Penn held a 
solemn conference with the Indian 
chiefs o~ the banks o£ the Dela­
ware. 
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L'T-COL. IRVINE AND THE 

NORTH-\tVEST MOUNTED POLICE 

BY EDMUNP MORRIS 

THE visit of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Irvine to Eastern Canada, after 

a severe illness last winter, recalls to 
mind the early days of Manitoba and 
the North-West Territories, when he 
played a conspicuous part as Commis­
sioner of the North.West :Mounted 
Police. Though of recent years he 
has been Warden of the Penitentiary 
of ~1:anitoba, his thoughts hark back 
to his life amongst the warlike 
plainsmen of the far West. He and 
the writer have talked many times 
of the early history of that country 
and together have gone over his 
va lnable records. 

For those who are interested in the 
country and who are unfamiliar with 
the organisation of the police and the 
reasons which called for such a force, 
1 shall in my sketch refer to existing 
ronl1itions . in the West prior to the 
coming: of the po1ice. 

The policy adopted by the Cana­
dian Government towards the abor­
i<Yinies differed entirely from that 
p~usued by the United States authori­
ties. In the States pioneers and 
miners pushed their way into the In­
dian territory, and, through injustice 
to the natives,. wars ensued which 

cost the American Government hun­
dreds of millions of dollars.~ Treaties 
were made only to be broken by the 
whites, and, as a result, horrible 
massacres were perpetrated and hun­
dreds o-f pioneers killed. In Canada 
a small armed force was sent into the 
Indian country to establish law and 
order, and treatie were then made 
on fair and just terms and without 
bloodshed on either side. Since then 
the·. Indians have !been regarded as 
wards of the Crown. 

But, before going further, let us 
consider the two soldiers who were 
to command the mounted police and 
establish military rule in the Black­
foot country. 

James :B"'arquharson Macleod and 
Acheson Gosfort Irvine, who in later 
life were to ·become so closely linked 
together, first met at La Prairie, op­
posite :Montreal, where the post 
cadets of the Schools of Infantry of 
Quebec, :Montreal, and Toronto were 
encamped. Again they came to­
gether at the S'Chool of Cavalry of the 
lOth Huzzars, then stationed at To­
ronto. 

Macleod, a scion of the ancient clan, 
was born at Drynoch, Isle of Skye, and 

-l<·nishop Whipple's "Tho Red 1\fan and the White Man." 
493 . 



his father, who had ·been Captain and 
Adjutant of the King's Own Bor­
d.erel·s, came to Canada and settled 
near Toronto. Irvine is a native of 
Que.bec of 1three generations; the 
family came originally from the Ork­
nay Isles, and his father, .Colonel Ir­
vine, had been Aide-de-Camp to many 
Gov rnors-Genera 1. 

Both were lwhlc-mintled, deter­
mined men an l later were t'Q. become 
fa t friends, living and carn])ing to­
gether and shm·jng dangers alike. 

Trouble arose at the then far-away 
R rd River Settlement. In 1870 an 
expedition was sent out under the 
command of Colonel \Volsley (after­
wards Lord Vvolsley, Commander-in­
Chief of the British Army), and 
fac1cod joined the force a.s Brigade 

Majo1· of the Cannclin.n JVfilitin; Ir­
vine also jojncd as :Ma jor of the 2nd 
Battalion o£ Qur.hec Rifle~. 'rhe ex­
pedition arrived at Fort Garry, to 
find the gates open, Riel and his 
forces having fled. I shall not refer 
to the hnlf-breed troubles. They are 
recorded by Britis'h and French his­
torians, and by consulting both 
Ronrr.c~ a fair opinion may be 
formed. 

The forces sent to the Red River 
were the 60th King's Own Rifles, a 
dctarhment of the Royal Engineers 
and of the Royal Artillery and Army 
Hospital Corps; the First Battalion, 
or Ontario Rifles, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jarvis and the 
2nd Battalion, or Quebec Rif-les, com­
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Cas­
anlt. 

In the autumn of 1870 the Imperial 
troops returned to Canada (as the 
East \Vas then ca1led), the 1st Bat­
talion remaining at' the Upper Fort, 
or o1d Fort Garry, and the 2nd Bat­
ta.lion at the Lm11rer Fort, or Stone 
Fort, eighteen miles north of Fort 
Garry. · 

Colonel tTm·vi~ was the senior of­
ficer in command of ·both battalions, 
but he went away on leave, and 
Casault took command of the troops, 
with his headquarters at the 

Upper Fort. Colonel J\iacleod con· 
tinued to ac't as Brigade-Major. 
Major Irvine was at the head of the 
J;ower Fort, and Wainwright took 
command of the Upper Fort. 

In the spring of 1871 these regi· 
ments were disbanded, with the ex­
c~option of two companies of foety 
men ea-ch of the Ontario r~ncl Qnehec 
Battalions, and J\1ajor Irvine was ap­
pointed in command of these .com· 
panics, remaining in garrison at For..; 
Garry. 
· In the autumn of this year the 
P~nians of the United States caused 
great uneasiness. 0 'Donoghue and 
other leaders prepared to invade 
l\1anitoba. The situation was most 
serious. It was feared that ma.ny of 
the labourerR vvho had been employed 
by the Northern "Pacific Railway, be­
ing now out of work, would join the 
ranks of the Fenians, and the latter 
were counting on the French half­
breeds of Manitdba al·so joining with 
theni. 

Lieutenant-Governor Archibald had 
been informed that the Fenians had. 
captured the Hudson's Ba.y Com­
pany's post at Pe1ubina. He con­
sulted with Colonel Irvine and his 
l\'linisters and the Colonel was re­
quested to put them out. This officer 
had a foi~ce of eighty men, but antici­
pating troufble could count on two 
hundred. 

The Lieutenant-Governor issued a 
proclamation calling upon all laval 
citizens to enroll, and the list "in­
creased to a thousand. He also wired 
to Ottawa for reinforcements. Colonel 
Scott wn~ Rent out with two hundred 
men, and lVIr. Gilbert J\1cM.icken whe 
was at the head of the Det.~ctive · 
Forre of Canada, went to Manitoba 
overland through the States to find 
out what was going on. · Colonel 
Irvine and his men had not go~e far 
on their march \vhen a ru;ner ar­
rived with the news that the Ameri­
can troops, under ·Colonel Wheaton 
(who held that Pembina was in the'ir 
territory, the boundary commission · 
not having yet established the boun-
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<lary line) ha.d captured 0 'Donoghue 
and his ''Generals,'' and so the 
manmuvres of the Fenians and their 
pJans to capture :Manitoba came to. 
nothing. 

Lieutenant-Governor Archibald had 
sent Lieutenant Butler (afterwards 

· 'General Sir "\Villiam, author nf ''The 
GrG<1t Lone La.nd ") to inquire into 
th e situation of the outlying districts. 
In the Governor's instructions he 

(' stnted that for the l:Jst two years re­
port" had been coming ib. o:E great 
disorder along the line of the Sn. ·­
){atc}Jewan, and that he be1ievctl it 
would be necessary to · have a sma.H 

~ bo'd.v of tro·ops sent to the forts _of 
the Hudson's Bay Company to asRJst 
in mnintaining peace and order. 
I ;ieutenant Butler travelled through 
the \Vest nnd made a carefnl jnvr~ti­
gatjon. He reported m urdcr £~1Hl 
rapjne, and the danger of au In<1Hul 
war ·with the white race. 

There vvas correspondence \\ i th J\lr. 
Archibald and with l\fr. 1\lforris dur­
jng their ter-ms of office. The Ad­
j u.iant-Genrrn L · Colonel Rol>ertson 
Ross, m:H1n hjs r<.'port, nnd. to a1l of 
th ese Sir ,John J\'fac(1ona1d gave care­
ful conF-irleration and started the or­
ganisation of a force-poliee in re­
gard to discipline, although armed 
so)oiers-and so the famous North­
West l\[ounted P.olice sprang . int.o 
existence. An Act wa.s passed Instl­
tu.tjng the force. 'l'he number named 
was three hunrlred. 

Colonel Fren eh, of tJ1e Royal Ar­
tm ery who hRcl been in command of 
the sdhool of Gunnery at Kingston, 
was offered and accepted command as 
Commissioner, and Golon.el l\1acleod, 
who . 1vas in England: receiVed. a. cable 

·to :return as Assistant Comrr:1s. :one~. 
·Lieutenant-Governor :Morns, In .h1s 

despatches, repeatedly urged sendmg 
on the force, and in July of 1873:.he 
reported the horri~l: Cyp.re.ss :Hills 
massacre. · The British J\11mster · at 
vV ashington also reported the case. 

In the spring fifty-five 'X: Assiniboine 
Indians were killed by United States 
borderers whisky traders, who, in 
violation 'of the la'l-vs of both coun­
tric were selling their drugs to the 
na ti ~es. rrhe body of the chief was 
treated ·with peculiar barbarity, it 
having been impaled on a stake and 

. then placed on a high hill. 
lJrtter it was found that these As­

sinihoinc In rlians had hcen suspected . 
of havinO' stolen horses. The trnclers 
followed 

0

a trail as fn r as 1\lilk River, 
then went on to F;uewell 's tradinrr 
po · t in the Cypress Hills, ·where th.ese 
Indians ·were camped, then conceahng 
themselves in a coulee opened fire 
right into the lodges of the _Indians, 
killing men, women, and childrell:. 

This affair quickened the orga1usa.-
1.ion of tho force. T;icntennnt-Gover­
nor l\'lorris wrote to the 1\1ini. tcr ol! 
the Interior t.llnt he "believed the 
Privy Council had yet not fully 
r0alised the magnitude of the task 
that lay ·before the J?olice i? .. the 
creation of the in. titut10n of ClVlli a·. 
tion in the ~orth-\i\Test, in the sup­
prrs ion of crime there n.nd in. t1w 
maintenance of peaceful relatwns 
with the fierce trihes of the vast 
prairies beyond Tanitoba. '' 

'rhe organisation ~as well under 
way when the changes of ~}ove~nment 
took plac , hnt the n ew Prc1mer, t!1e 
HononrRJble Alexa nc1er ~fa.cKenzie, 
and his 1\'lmisters continued the work 
of 'the old regime in pushing forvvard 
the police. 
Ow~ hundred antl fifty mounted 

police were sent to Fort Garry, ?nt 
the Governor , ent a d e patch stati_?.g 
that snch a nnnrber was quite In­
:1-dcqnate, D.nd a second continc,.ent 
was sent np. War hacl ·broken out 
betw('en the Crees a.nd the Black­
foot. rrhe Americans also had a con­
flict with the Bla·ckfoot and deathCJ 
occurred on both sides. The As­
siniboines to avenge the late murders 
hnrneu two po, ts of the tl'nders and 

~e first despatch gave the number a3 twenty-s~~· _L.~wr reports gave fi.fty­
fiye. Colonel Irvine places the number at ~bout t.11rt.) -su:. 
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the Sioux refugees in Canada were 
also becoming restive. 

An extract of a letter from Lieu­
tenant-Governor 11orris to the Pre­
mier, the IIonourable Alexander 11ac­
Kenzie, sums up the situation. It is 
dated Fort Garry, 26th December, 
1873 : ''The - Indian question, the 
American trading and the contend­
ing of the Metis of the North-West 
with the new reg·irne, are the P.roblems 
we have to solve, and I believe that 
all these can be successfully dealt 
with. The trading question is a very· 
serious one. There are some eight 
trading posts in our territories, com­
mencing 100 miles from the lYiissouri 
frontier, in the region watered by the 
Belly and Bow Rivers, and running 
on to the Cypress Hills, where the 
murder of the Assiniboines took 
place last summer. The country is 
perhaps the most fertile in the North­
West, where horses and cattle of all 
kinds feed themselves, and excellent 
coal abounds. I -am ,credi.bly in­
formed that these Americans im­
ported last summer 50,000 buffalo 
robes, worth, say, $8 each, or 
$400,000, and to which may be added 
$100,000 for other furs, or a total of 
$500,000. They sell whisky, breech­
loaders, etc., to the Indians, and, of 
course, pay no duty. A very seri-ous 
view of the matter apart from the de­
moralisation of the Indians is the 
precipitation of the great difficulties 
we will have to encounter with the 
Crees and the Blackfoot, when the 
buffalo are extinct, an event which, at 
the present rate of extermination, 
may ·be looked f-or in five or six 
years.'' 

The second contingent of the 
mounted police, which had been quar­
tered in the Old Fort, Toronto, was 
sent on, and these were joined by the 
ethel's stationed at Old Fort Garry, 
at Dufferin,. the rendezvous. 

Lieutenant-Governor· :Morris and 
Colonel French had conferred with 
James 1\tfcKay and Pierre Lev allier, 

two half-breeds, who knew the West 
thoroughly, regarding the route to be 
followed by the police, and the Gov­
ernor had arranged with Lev allier 
antd a hand of half-breeds to accom-
pany the force as guides. · 

The Northern Pacific Railway sur­
vey parties had been escorted by 2,000 
troops through the American Sioux 
territory, several skirmishes and some 
loss of. like took place, and when the 
international boundary survey passed 
through the country the Sioux crossed 
the Missouri in large numbers, to be 
ready, if their chiefs thought it wise, 
to :fight, as they believed the Ameri­
cans had induced the English with 
them to form a rampart against the 
Sioux, and, in consequenee, the sur­
veyors had diffi~ulty 'J'i th their 
guides. To avoid all this it was de­
cided the police should travel a'Cross 
the plains more to the north.¥.: 

The little force, to the number of 
300 men, filed out across the prairie 
and plains. In cl-ose order the ca. val~ 
cadc covered a mile and a half, but 
on the line of march it usually ex­
tended from front to rear guard from 
four to five miles. Through the heat 
of July, August and September they 
journeyed on, and after covering, 940 
miles, reached their destination, the 
junction of the Bow and Belly Rivers. 
The whisky traders had heard of . 
their approach and fled, leaving their 
posts standing. 

En 'route, at Roche Percee, a troop 
under command of Lieutenant­
Colonel Jarvis branched off, going 
north via Fort Ellice, Fort Pitt, and 
Fort Carlton to Edmonton, where 
they were to be stationed in the old 
Hudson's Bay Fort. When the main· 
force rea-ched the Sweet Grass Hills 
the Commissioner, Colonel French, 
and C-olonel Macleod proceeded ·to 
Fort Benton, in the United States 
and on their return French, with tw~ 
troops, returned East, instructing 
Colonel Macleod to proceed north­
west and build a fort, naming it af-

*De-spatches from Lieutenant-Governor Morris. 

ter himself. The police often came 
upon the buffalo, and near the Bow 
River sighted a great herd of about 
80,000. the plains being literally 'black 
with them as far as the eye could see. 

Colonel 1\facleod sent small detach­
ments of the police to reconnoitre the 
upper course of the rivers and open 
up communication with Fort Benton. 
He ·secured the services of Jerry , 
Potts, a Piegan half-·breed, as guide 
and interpreter, and sent his men to 
work to build Fort Macleo'a. The In­
dians in the neighbourhood numbered 
about 8,000, and this gallant officer 
and his associates soon won their 

" regard and friendship. 
Colonel French had proceeded· 

direct to ·Fort Pelly, where quarters 
had been ·built by the Board of Works 
while the force were in the Bow 
River Country, but these were found 
to be inadequate. The hay was also 
burnt, so the Commission leftt one 
troop only and took the other to Win­
nipeg and thence to Dufferin, where 
tl1By wintered. In the spring of 1875 
they returned to Fort Pelly and made 
it the headquarters of the police. 
Captain \V''alker took a troop to Bat­
tleford, and he and Colonel :Macleod, 
with another troop, acted as guards 
for Lieutenant-Governor :Morris and 
the other Commissioners when the In­
dian treaties at Fort Carleton and 
Pitt were made. Captain Walker and 
his men then returned to Battleford 
and Colonel :Macleod took his troop to 
Fort Walsh, which now became the 
headquarters. Colonel Fr~nch re­
signed and Colonel 1\tla.cleod becam·e 
Commissioner of the whole .force. 

Colonel Irvine joined the mounted 
police as · Assistant Commissioner in 

·1875. He travelled through United 
States territory by way of the lVIis-

·souri, in order to trace up the 
Cypress H,ills murderers, and told 
me of his experiences. After eighteen 
days in a wretched steamer he de­
cided to strike the trail, and with his 
man-servant got off at Fort Peck, 
where the Indian agent arranged for 
their transport to Helena. They 

started on their long journey through 
a country held in great dread by the 
Americans on account of the Sioux, 
with whom they were at war. Before 
leaving, the Colonel was shown the. 
grave of a teamster- who was shot 
down. At night the guide would 
pitch the tents some distance from 
the trail, and was careful to make 
no fires, fearing the smoke would at­
tract the Sioux. En route, Colonel 
Irvine got word of and traced up 
the principal witness of the Cypress 
Hills massacre, Alex: le Bombard, 
a half-breed, who later led the 
Sioux at Batoche. Fie accompanied 
the Colonel to I-Ielena. At Benton 
they awaited the mail. The great 
herd of buffalo on their march south 
had knocked down the telegraph 
poles, and the connection between 
Benton and lielena was cut off. At 
the latter place they found Colonel 
l\facleod awaiting their arrivaL The 
Commissioners laid evidence against 
the murderers and went to Fort Ben­
ton. American troops surrounded 
the place and the men were arrested 
and taken to Helena. A lawyer was 
engaged and a trial followed. 

The Commissioners were kept near­
ly three months trying to get the 
men extradited, but the Americans 
would not consent. These men were 
desperadoes, whisky traders, and 
wolfers. When the men were released 
a platform was erected and the de­
fendants made speeches. One said 
he would wade knee deep in British 
hlood rarther than h~nd them over­
then faltered, and a little man, whose 
leg.s were very unsteady, hurled his 
hat in the air. and said next to the 
Stars and St:ripes he would rather 
live under the Union Jack. The l,egs _ 
gave out and he was hoisted up to 
say, ''Remember, no matter whether 
they are Indians .or Negroes if they 
are British subjects they are pro­
tected.'' The hat was again thrown 
up and the legs gave out altogether. 
The erect figures of the Commis­
.sioners amongst these must have made 
a striking picture. They learned 



that three of those implicated in the 
m< rder "'~.rere still in Canadian terri­
tory, and when they were captured 
Colonel I rvinc took them to Winni­
peg. lie found the trial could not 
take place untH the spring, and ·wired 
to Ottawa for permjsc-ion to return 
to God'~ conn try, as he cRlls Alberta. 
He. ,:n~nt hy wr~y of Wood ~fountain 
and Cypress Hills. 

IJe Bomhard and !T <1ck, "the man 
wlw took the coat " the yonng cli'ief 
of the Assiniboines, were the wit­
ne"ses sent to Winnipeg, but it ·was 
f ound there was not sufficient evi­
dence to · convict these pnrticular 
men. ·and they ·were released. 

A canse of great anxiety to the 
police wRs the arrival of the Sionx. 
The American~ had long been at war 
with theRP. wr~rriors, and e1fter tllnir 
vi d or,v O\'Ct' G cnr.l'al Custer the 
Sio11x rt!:!':lin hr.g<m to cross the bor­
d er., tnking reingc in British terr.i­
t.ory, anr1 c<tmped ,:hou t \Vood lVf onn­
tain. l\fanr powcrfn1 Rioux r.hiefs 
e:1mr '·ith tlwir follo,~·ing-, nnd :finnJ-
1~ in lV[ay, 1877, Sitting Bull and 
11i' irt tm<'r1iatr. fo1lo" ing f'I'Of;srcl over. 
\Yitn thr <Hrival of nll these warriors, 
th e 1 ereditary enemies of the native 
r)he. of Canada, tJlere ,~ras great 

danger of a. ~enera1 Indian uprising'. 
and the rapid extermination of the 
lnifa1n: thei.r only means of f;Hpport, 
was driving thP. Tndi:::ms to desper(l­
·ion. so that it required the greatest 
taet. and firmnes. to r.ontrol the 
v r. rinns rl c'mf'nts g-flthercd in the 
uri~1 honrhoo<1 of the Cypress Hills. 
H He werr fir res. San 1teanx, Assini­
hrine." and Sioux. The refugees, the 
8jonx. lwd ·with them their King 
Geor~e nwrlals. nnrl they declarecl 
1 eir fRthr1· hncl ::~l"·a:vs considered 
themsc>1ve: Rriti .·h subjects, and that 
th e~· \rmtl c1 nnt snhmit. to the rul e 
o tLe "J;ong- Kui,·r.~." n.s they called 
the .Americ<.1ns. It required the 
mounted poli e to be continually op. 
tht• [d r rt. to pt·rvcnt hostilities he­
tween the tribes. 

I ,,·ould refer · historians to 
"Papers relating to the Sioux In-

dians of the United States who have 
taken refuge in Canadian territory, 
printed eonfidentially for the use of 
the JYiinisters of the Crown,'' 
1876- '79. In this is recorded the. in­
terviews between the Sioux and the 
officers of the mounted police. An­
other work of importance is Cap­
tain Denney's Journal, ''The Riders 
of the Plains.'' 

About this time Colonel ' Irvine 
cmne into contact -vvith the notorious 
l3ig Bear: the Cree .chief, who played 
so conspicnous a part in the half­
breed rehellion. He had stopped the 
Government surveyor~, and C{)ffi­

plaints V\ero brought to the Com­
mander. He took twenty-six men 
with \Vinrhester riAes (previous to 
this they had usad Snider carbine), 
and proceeded to the scene of trou- · 
blc · 111Tiving- at the south brcmch of 
t.he Saskatchewan, ·a litHe wr-st of 
where ~Ictl.ieine Ha;t now st~mds, they 
found a large number of Blood In­
(lians encarnped. 'rhcse baa heard of 
Hig Dcar'R intcrferrncc~ with thr. snr­
veyors, and knew the meaning of the 
j\l'f'Srnre of HlP polir.r.. rrh:lt night 
tlw polirP. camped. wi.th the Bloods, 
a fire -vvas burning in the chief's 
lodge, and presently the braves cam-a 
:=tnd sat around. r Then they l'Ose, 
nnd, throwjng aside their blankets, 
stood in their war paint, \Yith noth­
ing on but their breech clouts and 
mocassins. nnd armrd . with rifles. 
ITo! 0 muket stnmix (Bill Bull), Ho r 
we will ~o with you. We will kill 
Bjg Bear!" they exclnim('(l 'rhc 
Co1onel withheld his answer until th; 
morning. The Bloor1s gave their wa.r 
dance, chanted their \Var songs, and 
the warriors recounted their many 
tler(ls of va.J.onr, occasionally men­
tinning the name of 0 mux et sumix · 
the n~me which Sapo I\{axika (Crow~ 
foot) the Hcmd ·Chief of the Black~ 
f.oot had O'iven Colonel Irvine. 

The next morning he told the 
Chir.f: it w.ould not do to take the 
tribe, but he mig-ht come with one 
of his braves. The Indians then 
showed the ford and the partv crossed 

over, though one or the police was 
nearly swept away in the swift cur­
rent. Reaching Big Bear's camp it 
looked omjnous. '1 he women · ~nd 
children had been sent a·way. The 
Colonel ignorecl Big Bear and went 
w the tent of the surveyors. Then 
came Big Bear with a large number 
of his braves. Colonel Irvine told him 
H he interfered with the work of the 
surveyors he would arrest and lock 
hi~n up in the guard-room at Gypress 
H1lls. A Blackfoot runner arrived at 
that moment with letters for the 
camp, and it {)ccurred to Big Bear 
this \vas a ·concerted action between 
the Blo{)cls: Blackfoot, and the police 
to attack him. He, therefore, sub­
missively consented to let the sur­
veyor~ . go on with their work, and 
this was the laf:it time they were in­
terfered with by any of the tribes. 

Big Bc~rr hnd been present at the 
great Fort Pitt Treaty negotiated 
'hy I;ienten::~nt-Governor I\'Iorris. He 
, refused to sitin, 'lmt promised to do 
so some time. He was then practi­
cally deserted by his following, ann 
they joined other hands vvho took 
treaty. The Chief wandered off 
alone; later he was joined by all the 
m~lcontents of the vVest,· and became 
the most powerful Chief of the Crees 
since the death of the great Chief 
Sweet Grass of the Plains ·Crees. }Ie 

·would not settle, and used to fre­
quent the Cypress Hills. While here, 
Colonel In ine got w:ord of an at­
t::~ck he had planned to make on Fort 
\V a.lsh, so that \rhcn he came with 
his braves in their war paint ready 
to fight, he was awed ·by the front 
the police presented. Later he came 
to the for.t, and Colonel Irvine, after 
much persuasion at length induced 
him to sign his adhesion to the treaty; 
then, after a turn on the plains for 
huffalo, · he _ started in the direction 
of his reservation, near Fort Pitt, 
the country he originally came from. 
Unfortuna:tely, on his way he met 
R.iel 's runners with messages from 
the rebel leader to meet him a!t Duck 
Lake. This he did and the promise 

of great gain swayed the Chief, and 
he joined the half-breeds. 

One o:f my most precious relics i 
Big Bear's own copy of his adhesion 
to the treaty, whjch Colonel Irvine 
gave me lately. 

I shall briefly refer to the half­
breed rebellion and the part Colonel 
Irvine took in it. 

On the 13th · of March, 1885, 
Superintendent Crozier telr.graphed 
to Regina: ''Half-breed rebellion 
liable to break out anv moment. 
Troops •niust be largely "reinforced. 
lf th e haJf-hrceds rise Indjans will 
join them." 

The Commissioner, Colonel Irvine, 
wired to Ottawa recommending that 
H hundrPd men had ·hetter be sent ·at 
once. J_;ieutenant-Governor Dewdney 
ndviscd his going north, and on 
I\1arch 18th he left R.egina with a 
detachment of ninety of the police. 
He passed through Chief Pieapot 's 
reserve, then on through the Qu 'A p­
pclle VaJ1ey, and into the Touch\\{)Od 
Hills. \Vltil e cmnped here, ncar Great 
Salt P1Ai1J~, he got a communication 
from Superintendent Cror.ier that In­
dians had joined the half..~breeds, ,..-ho 
had made prisoner of several \Yhites 
at Duck Lake, and that their plan 
was to seize any troops coming into 
the country at the north hraneh, then 
march on Carlton, then on Prince Al­
bert. En 1·oute for Carlton the 
Colonel learned that 400 half-bree s 
and Incli<tns were gathered at the 
outh branch nntoche's ready to 
top his cro sing t1le river at .Ag-

new's Crossing. · 
The half-breeds were enrag-ed at 

his having out-manmnvred ~ them 
having passed through a countr: in 
their possession and formed a june~ 
tion with Crozier's forces. He 
reached Prince A ll>('rt on the 24th 
after a march of 291 miles in SeYeU 
dny.. He then pr.oceeded to Carlton. 
On the wny l1c O'Ot a despatch from 
Superintendent Gagnon at that place, 
stating that Crozier had marched out 
and exchanged shots 'ivi th the rebels 
at Duck Lake, and was retiring on 
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Carlton, and here he and Irvine met. 
The Commissioner had now to de­
cide whlch of the places--Carlton or 
Prince Albert-vvas to be made the 
base of operations. He favoured 
evacuating Carlton, as he regarded 
Prince Albert .as the key to the whole 
position. He held a council regard.; 
ing this, and it \vas decided that the 
safety of the country lay in ~nsuring 
Prince Al'bcrt of being placed in a 
tenable posi Lion. It was agreed that 
Prince A1bert apd the country imme­
dint<'1y adjoining it represented what 
might be termed the whole white set­
tlement where the lives and interests 
of the people lay. The country to 
the south, already in the possession 
of the rebels, was composed of their 
own half-breed settlements and farm 
lands. 

'fhere is no doubt that the pres­
ence of the police force saved Prince 
Albert from falling into the hands 
o.f the rebclR. 'I'he Sioux settled near 
this place did move on Prince Al­
bert, and abandoned their raid, when 
in close proximity they saw the trail 
oF the police· besides this the loyalty 
of many of those at that time wbout 
Prince Albert and the surrounfding 
conn try was not at all certain; these 
the police kept in check. 

The normal population of Prince 
Albert was 700; now thB refugees 
had increased it to 1,500. It was a 
straggling ~ettlement, stretching five 
and a half miles. The Colonel bad 
225 mounted police and 300 Prince 
Albert Yoluntcers. 

On the 25th of 1farch Colonel Ir­
vine received the following telegram 
from the ·Comptroller: "Major-Gen­
eral. commanding militia procee~s 
fortlnrith to Red River. On h1s 
arrival in military operations when 
acting with militia take orders from 
him.'' Subsequently Irvine got a 
message from General1r!iddleton say­
in ('f he wa.s then under his orders and 
too report to him. This Colonel Ir­
vine did. 

In some unaccountable way it was 
for a time accepted as the opinion 

of General :Middleton that the Com· 
mander should have attacked the 
rebels on the north side of Batoche. 
at the same time that Middleton's 
column was attacking it on the op­
posite side ·of the river. 

In the first instance ·Colonel Irvine 
had suggested to Middleton that 
their forces should combine, either by 
the Commissioner going out with his 
column, or by 1fiddleton joining the 
police at Prince Albert. 'fhis was 
before the Colonel knew that the 350 
:men were joined by the 1,000 men 
following each other in rapid :succes­
sion. Messrs. 1\fcDowall and Bedson 
brought the Colonel a message from 
the General which stated that he 
would engage the enemy at Batoche 
on the 18th of April. · They stated 
that. l\fiddlcton 's orders for the 
Colonel were not to attack. On the 
19th of April the ·Colonel made a 
reconnaisance in force in the direc­
tion of Batoche, and. pressed forward 
hi~ ~onts. bnt O'aincd no infonnation 
of Middleton'~ troops being near 
Batoche. 

Irvine's scouts brought word that 
2\'Hddleton was moving on Clark's 
Crossing, and later another of his 
scouts brought a · despatch from the 
General that he had been attached at 
Fish Creek on the 24th, had driven 
the enemy back after a smart fight, 
but would not repeat. In it he said 
he had · ordered Otter to send a regi­
ment on to Prince Albert if he could 
spare it. 

There was great danger at this. time 
that the rebels would attempt to 
seiz·e the setlement. I will quote from · 
a letter written in 1890 by Father 
Andre, who was there at the time: 

"If in oonsequence of some fatal mis­
take the rebels had carried the place I 
am certain that the rebellion "·ould have 
lasted longer, spreading, as it would 
have done, upon a greater area of coun­
try, You have been blamed, I know 
for having stayed at Prince Albert, and 
not having left the place to join <kn­
eral M~ddleton, but those so ready to 
blame. your conduct know very little of 
the consequences invoked in that of 
leaving Prince Albert. When the rebel-

(' 

LIEUT.-COLONEL iRVINE, WAlWh~ OF Sl'U.NEY )lOU.NTAI.N PE:SIT.I!:~TIARY 

lion was over I had ·plenty of opportunity 
to see Riel and the men who were en­
gaged with him in the outbreak. Riel 
I saw every day for four months during 
his captivity r.t Regina before his 
execution, and in com·ersil1g with him 
n.hout . the several phases of tho rebel­
lion I particularly inquired from him 
what was the reason that prevented him 
to come down upon Prince Albert. know­
ing well what a prestige would have 
been given t.o the reb2llion, the news 
spreading over the Korth-\Vcst that 
Prince Albert had been taken , all the 
hesitating Indians, Crees, or Blackfoot 
would have taken arms at once, but said 
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Riel, he was deluded about the force of 
men under the command of Colonel Ir­
vine, he thought them a great deal more 
co~sidc_rable than they were, indeed, but, 
said R1el, we were expecting the Colonel 
to leave with his men, Prince Albert and 
going to the front to ioin General 'Mid­
dleton. In that case ;ve have made up 
our mind to make a raid on Prince Al­
bert, following the trail alongside of the 
southern branch of the Saskatchewan 
and Riel, in a kind of joke, said to me; 
'It was fortunate, Father Andre , that the 
Colonel stayed at Prince Albert., for 
ot herwise yon would have received my 
visit .' Thus, Colon0l, you act-ed as a 
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LIEUl'.·COLOKEL IRVINE, AS COMMISSIONElt 01<' THE XOltTH·WEST MOUNTED POLICE 

loy.:ll. and cautious commn.ndor in not 
moving from Prince Albert. 'l'he whole 
population ·of the town anu that o'f the 
snrrouudiug conntry, which had~ rushed 
thoro for protection, \Y.:IS entrusted to 
yonr care, and you would kwe assumed 
o. ·tf'l'rihlo r<'sponsihility in n.bn.nclonin(r 
ns to be attaci\:ed the ~nomcut you wer~ 
gone to join General l\Iiddl~ton." 

The police scouts were active, often 
having skirmi~hes with the meri em­
ployed on similar duty by Riel, "·ho 
frerruently trifd to scout right into 
Prince Al'bert. 

The pel':on~w1 of the Pl'iucc Albert 
votmteer c~ompcmies was made up o.f 
half-hreccls, as well as ·white men, 
~mel the Co1onr1 r.on1d not say enough 
in th<'ir prai~e. . 

l\[jclclleton did not attack Batoche. 
until the 12th of l\Iay. }Ie then de-
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featecl the robcls, and brought his 
force of 1,200 men-sc·outs, art..il1ery 

· and infantry-to Prince Albert. 'rhe 
Commissioner reported to him he 
~onld take into the field a force of 175 
mollnted men, who, lilce himself, 
'vant<:d active service, in pursuit of 
the rebel Big Bear, _ but the General 
considered it more important for the 
police still to remain at · Prince Al­
bert. 

l\Tictdleton, with a force of artillery 
and infantry, left by steamer for 
Battleford. The Colonel then re-· 
mainect at Pt·inco A 1'bert until the' 
24th, when he took a guard to be 
posted at the ferry at Carlton . . With 
a small number of men he rode south 
to Duck Lake, and disarmed ·a band 
of Indians camped there. On the 8th 

<.. 

J . 

of June, a-cting under instructions 
from the :Mjnister of l\1ili tia, he 
started an esco1·t .from Prince Albert 
(with forty rebel prisoners, but had 
to recall these, as he got orders from 
l\liddleton to ~end out as manv 
mounted men as possible to cross thve 
river at Carlton and patrol towards 
Green r...~ake, as Big Bear and his 
band were supposed to be making in 
that direction. Troops ·were scourg­
ing the country in all directions jn 
pursuit of this rebel chief, but he 
had been deserted by the \V·oo 1 
Crees anct crept along Indian trail~ 
between the columns of r rvine and 
Otter, and was finally captured by 
a sergeant-and three of the mounted 
police, whom Irving had left at 
Carlton. 

On his return, Irvine f.Jtmcl :~ome 
of Big Bear's follo" ers encamped 
near Carlton. IIe arrested these and 
took them to Prince Albert, and on 
the 11th he sent Inspector Drayner 

(' 1 with Big Bear and other pris{)ner to 
Reg·ina. The sa me day he left for 

·that nlace him~eJf. 'l'he cantlu·e of 
BiCY Bear was the final epi~-;ocle in the 
Rel)ell ion Df 1885, Riel and Ponnct­
maker having both surrendered.. 

I have not given an account of the 
-mm ements of the police force as a 

whole, but only of those under Ir­
vine's command, and have clra\\n my 
aceount from his report a. Gommis­
·ioncr. 

The year after the rebellion 
(1886) Colonel Irvine resigned from 
the police, and became agent to his 
old .friends the Blood Indians. 'rhat 
to him was an ideal life, and the 
Bloods cannot say enough in his 
praise. I..1a ter (1892) he hecame 
\\T11rden of the Penitentiary at Stoney 
~\.fountain, 1\.Yanitoba. 'l'he Colonel 
told me when he used to visit his pre­
decessor, Colonel Bedson, he thought 
it the most lonely place in the world 
ancl little thought he would spend 
so many years there, but he threYr 
himself into the work, and the prison 
is a model. He aims to help those 
who are under his charge more than 
to punish them. 

Stoney l\fountain is a plateau ris­
inO' above the prairie. At niO'ht the 
light of Winnipeg are seen from 
the vVarden 's broad verandah, and 
here the Colonel has welcomed many 
vi.-itor.. . It Y\a. n rcli f to hi friend~ 
that he pulled through a ;evcre ill ­
ne la t "·inter. All honour houlcl 
be shown to him for he did much to 
open the distant We t to settlement 
and quiet the ''a.rriors of the plain 
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~ .. IJ. P PEND I X 

· (Letter from Edmund ~;torris to Lieut . -Colonel Ha.--nil ton Merritt ,Chainnan of 
the Uemorial to the Heroes of 1812-1814 Association.) 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Merritt: 
Dear :Merritt: 

~1 ~tctoria Street, 
~o ron+.o,J1h~e 7>rd,l912. 

Our conversation should have been longer,but your proposal took me 
by surprise,becro1se I did not think your mind would work in that w~. 

SUrely a military man will understand the necessity of using his O\'fu 

forces;yet you would come and direct in a new province,for art is a 
province apart,and call on one from France to do· the work over heads 
of bet·ter men--8a.nadians. Had it been :Barye,Fremiet,or the present 
g""'e .'i.t Rodin 11 a.ll hat s would be doffed; "b :tt they are beyond our reach. 
Now, belie,e me,one of the ob ·iects of the Canadian Art Club is to vrar 
a.gains·t the i ndifferan.ce and ~:r.e judice which has existed in Canada 
regarding the higher arts. Som~ o ~r our abl es-t men have l eft the 
country in disgust. I am sure you will see how disastrous such a 
co~~rse ~ould be if persisted in. s~,under existing conditions,I have 
no d esire to en~ertain th~ sc~ptor1you speak ofo 

Do Y<) "'...'. .rnow Fred . ·.'Jq,de, K. C., of Var.cou.v"~!" ? He under.st81lds ho -rn neces-
c., ry it is t 0 arouse the Canadi ~n S:Piri t, so t:.a.t p .ople ·wil l learn to j 
t ~.: =~~ ;)_ "9 • i r1 .. 8 i n t :'1. •. i 1' 0 v-m. 

sho,J.li. thJn:.C ~':le ·~ommi tte; of ~.-hic'1 . ~ou are ..... r~sident would call 
,~ .~- . L. " • f' ..._ .. rt-.,., ~, .. :; ! .. "t, -.-+ - • ,_ • h .. 1 d :o-.. l".c ~·-...,, l'Jl7e ·;: s 1 :~n s L. ~ or'~ . ~ -.;, . . .... l .... ,m. scu ... .::-· .or·s, ,..: i.lC_ v:n ~l- '?. 

onl7 _1 ·:.::~ to c·f :tll ·:.-?..!'1 I :1AA· "" s!~.;y n ;t'l-1 ' n:;; h~a work is s o ·vell kno ·~m 
in C-.na.ds. . ··rt t:h. -:-; .. - ct.,~ :t t is '- i f' ·C'er ·~nt--h3 is one of tho se v.~o ha.s 
._ioi~1e ,.:;_ onr Club., Bis s l ;'~L l) stat-: c::s adorn ·~ '-1 e S.f!uares and ps.~ks across 
t?le bcrd er; ~n~l :hi~ 1:rork is ¥.:n""- rn :ll.e vrorld over. He could g "' v~ an 
<'. 1 -::. . ....,., -,.1' ,.,. • ..,1 doC11. ,....,.., __ .'=! lion , .. ,... .... ~,r···o <>+ '}-,,.., :r Dcv "' · ... r Scott o.D "'·a~bec (.. .. ~ ~·- -:;•1 . \.-' . ..l.- . .... .. ~ . ,~ ,-.._ ~ .......... """'- J,.t..; 1'-- lA-IJ V \. • .L Lt:. • J': ~ l ,..:., ":::: 

ha.s Z1 l-,'-':~stsr ·t:r-.~.-: ~~ ,.., ,?- call r? u )On f0r a. h eroic lion f o r t he ... :lA.i ns 
, I -

of ·r:·· ~. 9.l!l., 1h en E2. 11 of -r :ont real ,-who !'ltl.d8 the f!tatue of ") t Arcy 1 ~cGee 
!g.ncl ~ ,~or ·-8 :Bro ·m f 0 r "'.' >:t.R.W8 . .-

I 0 ..... ubt j D t' e ?:-e _ch-Can ~::1ian scu1ntors c :Y~ld grasp thA spirit,. 
thou g..~ t'!'l ey s.1oul.J be call erl ~:t: on for <i0s i :71s.--Philippe Hebert and 
his ;.;on , -r.::nr i~ and L'1.libert8 .. 

You :.rill of co, .rse t!:!.1r8 this le -t;ter in t:1.e spirit in v.'hich it is 
rre~-l,nt t' ~ n:n doubly intc es t er_ --;.;;y .:-:r!lndfather,. the ?Inn. 'Jillia-"11. T.:orri s, 
lH3. · i ng t::1krJYl, 8-cti.ve :!:)8,rt in th e c :xcture of Ogdensbt:trg.l-t in 1813. 

Yours sincerely, 

:zDJ.JJi'TD 1 ·:oRRIS. 

' The ~:Hy~ ?rench scr .. l :p tor, J?. . Paul Ch evre',-Hho constr..1cted the 
memor i cll to Chanul a.in o 1 the ·onff erin ·T-errace at ~~uebec. 

i.s ~ . - . 
;. 





too gla-~ ~o - ~et·i~~ to get rid_ of· th~-. ·z:ibald 

boasting· of_· t_he weste_rn J;Ilen ·· wilo had f_orgathe~ed here._ There · 
~ -· 

could ~ not have been ·less than twenty~->or _ thirty of them, profess-
'\: .., .-- . ..... 

floor -~ ~-anci an : old ·: '=\-· · .. : · 
. t . ~ . .., . 

nea~{;._:·~~~ · ou~i~b~ft~i~o.~~-~~~~--~-_for th~ ~~~-- rob.e .~~.· ~d~ ~~;-~-i-c;~ -:~-~-:-~~t 
.. ~ ... ~~:,.~- .. ; ·. ,-' ·~· -~·<( --;~~-=;._~~:~..;. ~-•. _.:. . ··~ ~· ~· .. ::·" ... ~ ·~~ ··.-, ' .. :!. ,. -.;..)~~~~~ .. ·-.: ... ·: .. .. \'... ~ -;. ..··Jo . - ~-=;-~- ~~ 

. found · an:;·Americ·an·'~-soldier: a~' <iecent~~:rellow. retu'rriin·g_ to hfs·.· ~- .l_:~.;.;·.-_~ 
- .. ·:./'.:~~~~:'···". ·::·~!:;:,~-~~-~"'1;~~§-.·~ . :~·~·,:,_ ·::~..;~-~:·.~:-~ ·-:·;~::~>f· ., .. ~. ~ ·, ~-~·:_ .. ·.<:~' ~ .;.~. - ~_;· ~:~ 

company/ at Pembina'/ · he . having · been --· 1 eft-~ behind ·to. call ect material. · .. 

th~; -~acr ~er~ ~;~-;th::,' ~i ,e ~f· ~si ~t~~i';u~~- - ·-~~-:~~t . . 
.. '· . .._._ .. ·~ · ... - : -;~- :.: ... ~'!.'~·'; .. ·:·:£-? .. ·:. ::,:.~~ c.-~~-.... :.·.-·~: ., .··.:~~;i /:·:;:," ~ ~> ·-.:·: :: ··. ~::'::/~-- .. > '... -.. ..... -- ·._ ~ • 

·-:\,·:. and- ·hi ···_ band. ~:~;The··. other ~:o~cup~t ~rom -h:fs: dress - at ·firat __ toolt:.;~~~~ 
-~~-.-.:'~. . ···. ~::.:!~~~1,. -~~~:~:-... ~·~-~>.·;~~-~!·-~: -~~ .. ' __ ;_·_ ·· .. ··. .:··\ :-·: .. ::-_. . -· _-;.~-- .: ---. ·. ~: 

to _be -a ~half b~e~~·,· one. of .the natives, ' from his mocc'asins, -~-~~ ..... --~r~'·~~~: 

· 1eath1!!- huntin~, ~~~t-- and ~·fo~ s~i~ w~un~ aroun~~-hi-s · head -by-';~~/: '.:' 
.\: - . 

o.f cap-.· ~ What ··auzoi,rised e however .wa's his excel~ent English, . and ~ 

af'ter ·a. ~i~e - ~~·ii{--~ore when I found _' that he had -:a thorough kn~wled~ 
. ' . . ~.... .. -~ -~ ,..•. ;), . . ..... ' . . ; 

o!f.-· the Clae:sic·a .:.:._:·--I~owever~ . I shall aay more of this party later _·. -.. 
~ "".':'~·-=--"_r.t~· : -=~ 

on·, ·and aimplyt
1

~dd that I noticed our -driver carried a heavy pair-
·.:.· .._ I. • .~ ; .• 

-.. -. i'·">-:.(; ~-... 

of · Colts revolv_Ejrs ·and beside him was seated a guard. al~o simila~ 
~ . .. .. 

l~y., anned~. -who hB:cF--af~o a repeating rifie~ .·~_ These,- . :I -. :W~s t~ld were .·· .... ~-
:. • .... ~ •• • • ·~ 0# - • ~ •• ... "'--.- .. • ~ - • • : • - • : .• ~ -- - •• • - -""' • .. 

for -use in case: or-·....-meeting. any ·wandering Indians;~- which _ surnrlsed ~: 

me, --~~ -~hen ~-~~~{fsee out ~etweeli : the flappi~g~·-Of ~ t~ - c~vas ... , 
.... ·..... ," - ... ·'1 • .. • .. .. • . .. .. •• ':; • ·: -· -· .. • ... • "":;: ... -:::. :_ .::. ~-- - : 

sf des of ·the stage~ . no thing was vi si bl e ·but the whf: t~ boundless 
';;;. .. :' .... 1 -~ •.•• -, 1 - • ., .•... .. .. 

prairie, . Wi:thout ~ign Of life~ and._ !!Very .no_w and then the .dark · . 
. ~ ··... . ;. ·. : 

,, ... 
outline· - o~ the river bank with its willows and trees,. ·· I had 

··. 
foolis~_Y · !JUt on boo:ts instead of mocca~ins, -and my -~ee~ were --- _-·~-.. : 

. ' 

near1y· frozen, _when my companions 
. . · .... ·· 

and ~e ~lay f~li;:·~l -~ngth on '.· __ the _ a· trawJ ~~~~i_ t~-~ the old·: buf·falo ·hide 

spre~~~~;-o~er u~ :-~~ : ~ft~r a · ·few .miles - ~·e -·~;o~sed~. the '"Red 

plal.ris · of Dacots_h ·: ·;:Here there appeared t ~.-b -- till. 1e 
""oio! :-·· .. -

and every sho r _t · space we 'could . see _the rich black soil. . . ,. 

est wheat p-roducer whence 



f 

nil~ions of bushels have come. Now and then we would 
-~-_-::-

half breed shack, where h~rses were exchanged, and somet~es we 
.·- ... . . 

we_re .. told. to go -in - and get our dinner or supper. This 

~· ..... ~ . 

Brown" which whatever }lis real . .~ ~ 

_.. ~':-~,!_o - •• - .. •·• • ,.;" ~,, ;~'" ._• H• ~ .o • ~~·.. •• 

known .. ov r ·a "great ·part of . the 
- .... : . 

• • -·.:If ...... ~"' 

the most .unprincipalled; cold blooded·. rascal_s; and more than sus-·-,-·: . .:.. 

pected --~·f .. havi-~g _·t~eii h~ali life, mi{~his s~en~d to be . ie:s-~ ·._.-< .-, 
I '"• .>~' :,'1 • 

0 
.. ... ... 

thought- of than his clever swindles at · "three card mou te". :_- rAll 
. . . ::. ~ 

.this ·though I ·did not learn· till afterwards but in the meantime 

he info-rmed me, he had taken his degree ~ at Oxfo.rd, . b_ee:n _ ed~cated. 

for· the Anny and had gone t~ Mexico· with ·Maximillian as an Aide 

de Camp, -and on the downfall of the Enpi re had drifted all along 

the Pacific Coast, awfiy up through Behring Sea, and told of -

many adrentures, He boas~ed also of how many "G!easers", as he 

called the Mexicans and Indians, he had · "wiped out", winding_ up 

with a cold blooded story of one occasion, when, with some com-
.. . 

panions, he wished to try a new rifle, and taok sight at long_ 

ra.nge on .the head of a poor squaw who was getting water from a 

creek, killing her instantly, and then · he- and his party having to 

fly _ for their lives from the enz:aged Indiana. All this style of . 

talk made one feel uncomfortable, espeqially as the soldier every _ 

now and: then gave me a quiet nudge wi.th his elbow, _wa_rning me to.. 

be on my guard when "Fanner Brown" began to qu_estion m·e as t9 

what I was going to do at .Fort Garry. Did I know many there? and 

who were they? as he was well acquainted round there. I infonned . 

him that I had never been to Fa rt Garry, . _and that I had never ,~:---_;~·- .. :'· <: 

before seen a prairie. I 

I exnecte"d to stay at Government House .• - Finding me 

ent, and on the plea of trying to ge ·..,·-· a nn , h e then produ ced a 

bot t le of Hennesey' s Br¥1dY, of which I was gJ a d to take a small 



sup to· start the circulation, but on his again and again urging 

it on me._. and each time get.ting a warning nudge from the saldi er' 

I tri:C:~.::. to _ s~ sleeP.,:- eo f'inally · writing on a scrap of paper a 

lot .. of :.nanies, he tol ·d ~~~ . these were P.~rsons he . knew: at Yort 
1'- r~ ~ ,. - • ~ • -. ~ -:-"' .... ~ • ~ L • .~J " · , .. ·.. - .... • • .. ~ ._ -

G.a;rrY ;~.~~:d ·who wou ''·d.··· p·i·ob.abi~ be . ·~~"~.u~~- ~a . ~~-~~ . . 
·>_ ._:.-h ~-!.;: :-...-:~ -· . ·_.-:;;;·.:·.;:-:.::_. , . ' ' _:. ,;.- ;· ~~~;, ·- : - .:.: . ' --· . • -.- -. . 

ed him _7and :nulling-' out ... :my .watch .- to ~ see how ·th.e time passed happen-
. -t- .. ; ., i;:l: --:.:..-- --'1:: ... , .··;. . . ···.~:'~:::' ~ ~. >·' . . - . . .1' • • • 

ed .ta··~.catcll . his eye •.i'ixed _ on ·it i~ 3:-:!iaY I - did no.t .ifke.;..·-~·.)ie ·said 

no tbf~~·~~: : ~ver bUr~ ~~~i-i1Y ·::~rote i-v;aras . call ea to tbe arive r _ io 
• ·c- ~-.. • . 

.. ~. 4 :_ ~~~ ... . . \ . .,._ 

sto~; ~_-as ._"thi_ s was his sho~test -~Y. home, explirlning that - ~e had 
- . 

only twelve miles to __ walk to his winter home, which he had_est-
. . 

ablished,. __ pro tem, . at __ a poirit on __ th~ Red Lake River,. -where ·. a 
. ' 

rail way _was just about being com~l eted. I shal~ have more to 

say of this place later on when I reached it on the ~eturn jour-

ney. 

As s·oon as Brown had _gone the soldier told me what little 

was -known about xhe fellow, much as I have put it down,. as a 

thoroughbred scoundrei, whq· could not return j'ust now int 

Minnesota as there were warrants out against ~ him for homicide, 

a.nd other lesser crimes, and told me I had better find out care-

fully w~o the parties were, whose addresses he had given me, for 

they mlght· be as bad as himse-lf,. Another day and night and 

we reached Pembina, a large square white walled fort, garrisoned 

by ·.Ame.rican troops, and situated on the banks of the Red River. 

Here I was sorry to _ part with my Soldier companion, and after 

dinner and a change of horses we once more starte3 on the fin3.l " .·. 

sixty miles which ended at Port Garry. A very interesting in-

cident ·of a little lat~r date is told by a friend of mine, which 

shows the feelings of the Indians generally towar.is tne Great 

"Q,ueen :Mo}her" as they designated Britains then revered ruler. 

Riding- across the prairie in the fast falling dusk and some 

distance yet from Pembina he espied a ·great cavalcade of Indians 
... : ..... . . . 

comingt when out from ·the band came · galloping up _a beautif-ul :- · 

girl in a splendid array. · Her dress· he describ es as rich· and 

beautiful, her hai r tied into long bands 1 at the end of which 

fastened many gold coins, her necklace being of t :he much prized 



.. 

• 

grizzly bears teeth. &lie asked the lonely travel~er some question 

In Indiant which of course .he could'nt answer. As a sort . of 

we11· meant peace offering he held out a silver half dollar, 
·~ . 

thrs·~ 'slie exam1ne~ b ·~fore·-. a.~cepting .it and . ther{ 
.•. 

her horse. she fl~e - ~~ck ' ~0 her :party . .... ··.. . . .. - ~ ~- ~ ~ 
. :: 

·;_·. E;;~:·de~tl;:~_-he:t/ ~-t~·ry ·· -~~used ~re~t'·:· ~x-ci tan en t, 
·:-··~~:·:.~ .. >·:'·<· . :~;_~-:';;:._-:~:~·-::·-.·_.::;~··:,·,::' .> J.·;.."·:_ -~ .. -_ . ' . - .. ·· . . ·---.~~ 

whol _e·:::band came-. ~shing . up ~ t·. One Toronto traveller fel .t ·unc:omfort- ~ 
• ' '4.~ ~ .. • . - . < . . "·· . -' . . . .. , ~ .. . ,. 

able, ':till he . s .a .only friendly fac7s, _and his half dollar in 

hand - o:f the Chi e_r.·,:- who wa~ - the girl 's father.. They surrounded 

him an.d carried ... him off to their camp · giving him every attention, 

' 
a~d n~xt morning· put. ting him on the · right way far Pembina. · He 

. ""~- . . - . ' 

- .. -· . . 
rightly attributes their hospitality to the good "Q,ueen's Head" 

whi cb Canadian coin "lla.S proud to carr.r. Had he given her an "Eage" 

stallped one he says "the treatment of a solitary traveller might · .-

have been quite different" as the memo r.f of the chastisement UnCle 

Sam had given them for the Minnesota raid was still rankling. 

Crossing in a few miles the International Boundary li, e at 

the Village of Einersen and late that night in the clear cold 

midnight I was de-posited at the gate of Fort Garry.. The fort I 

. found 'vas a large . enclosure of stone walls, :perhaps twenty feet 

high and inside the gate t'NO brass field p-ieces facing it. Fur-· 

ther back was Government House, a large two storey building of 

solid oak logs, clapboarded and painted white. This .was the 

residence of the Lieut. Governor, and not very long before had 

been the headquarters of the rebel chief "Louis Riel". Behind 

the main building were a nu"!lber of a-nall er buildings, 11sed now 

as servants quarters, which had. been in fanner times store houses 

with the Governor to have a look over the surroundings. Going 

out of the gate of Fort Garry, Which I am told is no~ th~ _ only 

portion of the old fort left stand"ng·, l found ther e wa. 

stretch of o-pen p rai ri e before the · rs t build.ing (the:-=~ daon 
.... , ... 

Co:rn !' &!Y • sn ew store) was reached, and then with many gaps; the " 

stores and houses, including the Legislative offices whic.:t were 



/1. -. · 

-- ~ ~ 

s~lidly built of -oak logs, made up the then Vi"llage _ on both s1des -

·or the Main street. whi cl:J. _ se.emed to be about 150 feet in· width • . 

wh~l-e :QJ~i~ ·e. a numb~r of ·_c-ottage·- re-si :jences hacL:been e r ected on ..:. ~:." .. 
· th~ - bank of the _ .A·s·s-inl.boin~ . ··wP.i~h - here ·' ·j .p.~ns - Eie_d. ·- Ri.ver-.~·_./>r was 

. .- -~ . . .. •. ~ . ' • . . . . ' ~ . . ~ . ~· - .- - . 
muc11· interested · in .. mx·:-~troll. ~.o:ver ... · thi;a .. ~then-. .-pmirie villag~, <- - ··.- _.· 

. ,. .-:: · -··~- ·.·. •-_ _-:-'-~(,:_:< .. ·~~-::·"\··-~;.~; . --;..':.-: d! : '';- ,..·~ ):,~~:--,_:~-7·~·~>- ~:. - ~ . - ~," ~ . """- ·•:.·.:;!s .. ·. _: -.:, . ~::_.: -~ 
d'e·s-tined in·~ a .'.few~ -years -:-to · be a g eat·::Ci:ty ~--:-4 Winnipeg with . a- pop- · -: 

~ ... :. ·: . ~- ~:..~~< .::\( ·:~ ":~;~·--=::~~\...- . -~·~_"- : -. ' ... <~/·~~~:'" _·._:~ . . ' .. :':. ~~~-- ·. '- .. ~ . . ~ --~ . ' . " ~-
ul ation-·.of over ,100, 000·\~c,. ~··s .till ' gro ing by . :leaps and '· bounds. 

": - .. . :':: _:: -.-.~:~ _ -:;-- -·~':./?· ··t~:'-~. . . . - ,~- -:_. ~-~ '- -\~- ~-- ~ --~~-- _-:. ::.- :-.,._--:--·- ; ·---. -~:._ 
The Provincial _Trea.s.'tlrer,-: , 1l~ "tvhom.. I ~ was ~· in~roduced;·:.. a:nueed me by _· .. -· 

~ : .rt-- ·:· ..: __ :~ ~ . ~ -.. _. ~.._- -· - - . ~ ., ~ .. ~ -:, . -- -., . -· - ~ ~. ';... "-:, 

saying, . that for want. o· ~ _-:a. 9etter pla~e. ,he ·kept' 'the funds of the 
.. '· •, 

' - . 
Province in a valise under his bed • . I - also began to realize for 

..... 

the first time., the _extent or ··our th~~ -·~;ewly acqui.red -possessions 
.. -:-. . . 

in the ~-North West, ~" on ~eetj:ng an old - ~riend, who infonned ··me he 

was .next day, starting ~th .. a dozen or so Red River carts, on a 

trading expedition to Edmonton, and would. be glad ' to meet me on 
· S 

his return. I asked, how long will you be away?._ Well ., he said, 

it is a good long step, but I hope to be back by the middle of 

June. June I exclaimed, 'Why herw far is it? "..A~·~ost nine hundred: 

miles" was the ·reply. R~Jnember that at that time no railways 

traversed the land, where there are now three great main lines, 

(with numero~s branches reachi·ng many of the rich fa.nni ng districts 

now opening up) and that the only means ·of t~ans~ort was either 

by dog ·train in winter, or the fa~ous Red River ox ca~t in summer. 

I . hardly know how to describe this vehicle, in no p~rt of which 

was there a particle of iron, all is of wood, with great . high 
- · 

wheels, the tires of which were made of raw hide put on wet, 
. 

and. then shrunken as they dried, and as no grease was_ ever applied· 

to the axl -'3, · the screa,713 and groans of this ·last were easily 

heard a couple of miles _awa~. Each cart was drawn by one ox 

. harnessed like a horse, ·with Fl ani sh harneffi:J. Another object 

o.f interest during the start was a number of dog teams, some of 

them harnessei. t<? heavily loarled toboggans. and a few attached 

to handsomely finished carioles· with i es f parchment, while 

all 'the dog harneaa ""vVas 1Jnlamented with· numerous ;snail bells, ard"' 
I • 

bright colo~ed bead work in Indi&1 - hal f breed fashion, while the 

drivars we l!e all costumed in hun t ing s 1rt!S 0 .. 0 • 1 ~1 
o ..1. m ccasJ.n ea vner, 



--

beautifully embroidered in the front, w~tn either moose 

or porcupine quills, while they also wore finely worked leggings 

~~1 moccasins, but tneir garters to hold up the leggins seemed 

to have e:x..1.a.ust·ed the taste a.n·d designs o.f.. the squaws in the 

elaborate orn~entat±on and vivid colours with which they were 

·ada-med.· :· It _was a s _c_ene not easily - ~o -· be forgotten_, 

suppose has now _with the advance ·a'r -c::ivilization -~most en~·irely ~· :.·. 
- .I - ": i ~- • .,.· ... ·.-

di sappe,ared, exc ept i .n t~e- till far'ther north·. -; : Telling the · · 
. ~, ; 

Private Secretary of my stage companfon ·· ~Fanner Brown" he laughed · : 

heartily and remarked "I had got off ~e~l, as Fanner Brown was 

noted as the biggest rascal in the west 11 • _ 

A few days amid ·these novel surroundings ' then I was told that 
:. ~· ..... 

the Government had notice of a · band -of American whiskey- smugglers 
/ . 

crossing the Lake of .the Woods from Minnesota to the llorth 

West Angle, and also that it was important to try and prevent 

the Indians coming in co~tact with t..lte Icelanders settled near 

Lake Winnipeg, as small pox was very prevalent. I was aske·i 

if I would ac~ as ·leader of a small party, to suppress the 

smuggling and warn the India.Yls of the danger of infeqtion. The 

offer I accepted~ . being desirious of seeing as much as ~ossible 

of the count·ry, a.nd also having some knowledge of-' the · C"jibbovray 

language. 

Hurrle ·.i prepar:=t.tions wel."!e made to start the following day-, 

but suddenly a furious blizzard, the only one I ever saw, sprang _ 

up, raising the fine di""J sno_w· in dense clouds, and in places 

heaping up great drifts, while in other parts the ground was _ 

swept bare. ~~ This stonn caused a change in the plana, a.s all --

the trails were obliterated, and r · was detained three days, then 

with a good stout team of four hauling dogs and a large toboggan, 

loaded -with our supplies and accompanied by two. conatabl~s, a 

etRrt was made, and crossing the ice of the Red River to St. 

Boniface we struck out into the prairies, hoping to reach .':i· .. 

Brokenhead River about fifteen miles distant, where we knevir,_ there 

vras a Government shanty, but the "be ·t laid schan..ea ·ot· mi~·e _and -~ 

men gan aft agl ee 11 and as· there was we wera s 



.. .. . . 

and had to camp. without supper or · shelter, _first taking care 

see the dogs .had their. food. Then spreading .our blankets and 

. robes· on th~ sn-ow, ·.·each m~ made· himself as · comfortable as he 

cou~d,. Md lay do~ ·to · sleep. _In the early morning having n-o 

tiLl. · ·a.:t length we saw in the 

·. -
on reaching. which we were able to boil our kettle of tea~ 

.. · .. 
our b·acon _and ·--then · push on one~· more, now through a wooded 

country -and one more night camped on the snow, but with the . . - .... 
.. ... - ,. 

vantage _of plenty of fuel-. Sleep was p.owever difficult, as 

severai;~·times .. duri~g the . night, ·_ a . white. Toyyany Wol.f, tha. t had 

been attracted by the smell of ·our cooking, came prowling round-, 

only to be chased away by the dogs. Late next afternoon we 

reached Whit emou th River, where I proposed to e to'!) for a few 

days. This was a Government shanty, occupied by a Norwevian, 

named liord and his fanily who had the privilege of accomr.1odating 

the few passers by, allowing th~n the privile.ge of aprea1ing their 

blankets on- the floor, beside the co·ok stove. We made ourselv-es 

as .much at hQme as possible, had supper and lay down to sleep, 

but a curious thing hapuened which deprived me of much needed 

rest • . Hardly had I lain down ·when some creature ran acros~ my 

forehead, and back again, several times a minute, witfl all the 

regularity of the swing of a pendulum. This went on all ni~ht, 

but in the morning we found the explanation, I had hung up by 

moccasins· to dr.f· and now found both of them full of wheat, as 

was also the ash pan of the stove. It turned out that ·Nord had 

lairt in a little wheat for seed, ~d this had been discovered bY, 

a pair of. timy white footed mouse of the north, and they had 

been hard at work all night storing ~his away for future use, 

and as _my head happened to lie in their line of travel, from 

whic.h-· they never deviated, this was my _cause of discomfiture. 
I 

catchi~g fi h~ of 
-

Next ' day ·Nord took tis oht to 

which he had a large sU:pnly, e, to sell f or dog 
- -

foo d . Hie plan was a very ingeni ous ·ao·rt of weir, made ~vi th 

a -;ergreen branches in the oliN · 
orwe i an sty e.· . Tn days p~sa ... d 

I 



by, · and Chris t-nas arrived, Uord preparing a ·small Christmas 

for his ·children, .hanging on it a few .. smaJ.l . paper bags each . 

holding ~no or three raisins and some small toye, .supplies 

especially obtained at Fort Garry. Towaris evening he gave 

each or . the youngsters his· share, and then gravely handed ·each 
- ·- . 

of ~Y. ...... Pa~ty three raisins. accompanied ·with good wishes,. at least -·· 
. . 

we supp_osed so, · a.s he spoke . in NorwegJ.an. ,. Just _then one 
~ --~ ~ I' - '!"* ·-~ ~--- -~· •• -;,;~ .... .. • • 

~~~: :~ ~ - . -

men rernanbered he :. had some : peppermin.~s . and . bulls eyes in .his 
..... "~· "' 

- ._ .:J -- -. - :.::; . ...... 

dunnage, · and these to their gre.at · de~1 ght . lvere given .- to . the chil- --· 
. :- . .,. ; .. -

• - __ :;· .:~ .... •'_ ... -- ·-..:, .... ..J. •• -

dren • . Suppe·r of' . tea and pennican -: wa~-~---then in · ord..er, and. we· had 
,<f ""' 

barely_ finished, when t~e tii s tant- musical sound of dog bell.s, ..... · . :.~ 
- . 

announced a new arrival. This turned out to be a long, lank, 

do\rm-east Yankee, .. in charge of a dog _ team and toboggan of the " 

Hudson Bay Comp~y~ who . :prop.osed · to s~_ay for the _night. Just .­

then a bright ideA. struck one of the .constables' who thought he 

could make not a bad .Santa Claus, for the amusement of the chil-

d.ren. So quietly al ipping out, he ·.ionned an old wo m o.u t :Buf-

falo Coat, that he had se en in an out- building, rubbed some 

soot ·on his face, and coughing a good d.eal, .rapped at the · door, 

saying in a boarse voice, that "as ther ~ was no chimney, and he 

could not come down a stove pipe, he \vished -: the door opened". 

This being done, Santa Claus informed us, 11 he was ina great. hurr· y" 

· had· left Montreal two .hours before~.· ~l'ld seen all the children 

also in Ottawa", and had called at my home, and seen my family, 

and now had to see the children in Fort Garry, and go all the 

way to Pacific before sunris·e. The youngsters seened frighten-

ed, · but old. Santa patted each on the head and gave a bullsey.e. 

Just ~then my attention was called to the newcomer who . st9od .in 

.a corner, with his eyes fairly starting out of his head, · his 

mouth open and his ja.w dropned~ in a most abject s ·tg_ te of fear. 

se.:..'tl ta Claus at once addressed him, saying "I hope you · are · a · good . 

boy, 9.Ild do whatever your mother tells you" ·to which .the poor 

fellow answered in trembling tones ":Yessi r- Yessi r" 1" I · 

knov1 you were here, continued Santa o_r 1 would. have 

something, but perhaps next year 

are tiredwaiting and I must go~. he went wi. th 



~~s1 ... ~g · t ·he door :behi·nd him. · -Then . aft-.er .... .. .. . .. . . 
• • .-_.,: _: ... G ' . • 

fo.r. - ~~e children were -~till awed._ ._and the- ·dog 4river seened 

epe.echless, our man t:e-el tare~. arid Y'e told him, "it as too 

that he had been absent when Santa Claus called". Of course he . -

said "it was too bad• and turning -to the -Yankee, asked him how 

he 1 ike:d the old f.ellow. The lat-ter reulied ."he had often-
. . .. 

:p.eo_ple spe~.k .. o"f Santa_ Cla.us, ,but he .. h.ad never . pel. ieved · i~ him, 
. ... . · .. :,. ~ .- . :- . . /~· ... ..., . - . . ~~ .... . 

for-·'·h ·e . had n-e~.er -se.en . ~ ,oefore, ~~ h'e-:. di.d not think-- he - ~ame 
• .; h ....... .. ~ .,.':..-

~ t.Jo ....... /. =~· ~.:. ~ ... ; : r· 

where he. was --raised,' and he ~ ;hoped·. he' wo.uld never meet him 
. . ····.::: ,._ . . . ~-.: -<~:- .:'.' ~- . .· ~~! ·. . . • .>,·. . . ·_ .· - ........ · 

We. did.. not dare --~o laugh, bu~ ·- n~ver did I se~ such abject 

ice as t~is fellow showed, and he was evidently glad when morn­

ing came' and ' he st~rted as soon as i .t was . daylight: < . 

-Arri v~d at Vf.a.i te ~i rch River, about . fifteen miles_· ·rurthe r 
. · ... 

• -~'I; • 

on we found the shanty o~oupied by two -young fellows from Ontario, 

trading with the Indians, and doing fairly well. They made us 

welcome and gave us a good dinner of Caribou, which was a wel~ome 

ch.ange from pen..lli ca.n~ Here we ren~J1ed three days. ·in order to 

rest our dogs, which were footsore, ~lld required to ~e p~ovided 

with "boots" as the crust on the snow had cut their feet~ Making 

a · fr'esh start, this time for the noted North West lffi.glc, dis-

tant about twenty _miles, passing still through a region of da:rk 

evergreen woods we at length reached our destination, and saw 
. . 

only,one or two Inidan wigwams, and the Hudson Bay Company•s 

trading post, nor must I omit an 1 ron post, prominent on the 

path, ·with ~he word "Canada•• on one side, and the letters "U.s. n 

on the other and below the wo rd.s "Treaty of It I'" all cast in 

the metal, whil .e on the American side stood a rather_ large tent 

which·-was the temporary home of the Whiskey_ traders.- An empty 

building belonging to the Hudson Bay Company which we were to 

use for our lodgings had been burnt do1rm a. few days before, so 

there was therefore nothing . for it but to choose a sui table 

place, on our own side of the 1 ine, whence we could keep an eye 

on the doings of the tent dwellers • ." This was soon found ·, shel- -

tered from the wind by a cedar clump, a we · had no tent. · Col-

1 ecting a. lot of branches ~~ - soon had· ou·r blankets spread; and 

a good fire going, ·whi.l e our tea a s · r pari g, . baco ng 



and the do g s bei·ng fed. 

Th ff . · 1 · · t by the Huison Ba y_ en _ cam e an o ~ c1a . "? s l. 

Indi ans, on e of whom wa s consp~ cuou s in his scarlet treaty_ coat, 

de corated wi t h l ots of big piate·d buttons. This was Powassan , 

the head chi ef ".of the Lake of the Wo~.ds Indians, 
_-: .. ~-;. 

eyed and ful·l · ·of: Indi a n Legends, and: who was shortly . to .. become a ·<-_~·. 
• : ~ rl ...;~ p t• 

-:- .... :;. ~ 

wann frien d of. min~ . · Havin.s .:enquir~~~ w~_o · I = wa.s, and what ~d_ -~~;~-·'"-.. ~ 
• f . •• • • ~.: := ' ... ... ' • .. -~_,:. . .. ..,. • ..: - .. · .. :!.. . ~-· .. • ~ .I" • • .. ..... :. ~ 

brought us ·there, .. e ··expl.ained . our missr on and warned h im. tha t ; .. ~~··· 
- ·~, .. : .. :·j ~. '·: -· -.>. . .. -:.' ·-.. ~.;5·;::':,.~· .~> - .. ' ... :, -i·· ;·:, .. < :~-"'- · 

if the.~ Indians · had _ any dealings with -:· the W:nskey dealers, who · w~e ~ 

~~xious to barter thei r goods, at . the rate of one dollar ~a 

martin skin) in fur, t he Huds on Bay Company would not allow 

ttto take debt" as they turned getti ng adv:ances before go~ng 

on ·the- hunt. It was · also explained the danger of comi.ng in 

~ontact with small pox or (Ka Moccasin) as they called it, and 

Powassan promised to impress it on his people. By this time quite 

a number of Indians had assembled and it was decided to h ave a 

business smoke, when the who1e matter could be discussed. 

Therefore I produced some good tobacco, and Powassan h is red 

stone pipe and medicine sten for Powassa.Tlwa.s not only a chief, 

but a Medicine Man. The pipe being filled and a live coal "Placed 
. . 

on the tobacco he put it to his ~ips andgayeo~e whiff to the 

East,. West, North and South and then handed it to me to reu.eat 

the ·p erfonnance, when it ~ent round- to the othe~s,. aft e r whi ch 

ce rernony, that wa·s 1 o oked upon as most imn o rtan t, we. went over 

the whole matter, .the Indians agreeing to do as they were told. 

A couple of -days passed during ~hich · I cal~ed on the tent -

dwellers, and warned then o.f their risk if found on our side o:f 

the boundary post, they were very civil and asked us to taste 

their li.quor, tilis I did t h ough it never entered my mouth, as it . 

bu rnt the skin of my lips, Asking what sort. p~ stuff it was , 

they ex9l a ined that in starting they had fifty half gallon kegs_, 

one half of _which were filled with ~riinary whiskey, and ~a save 

we ight the others enpty, ti~l they arri_ved where \ve found 

Then they partially fille d _ t h e k e g s · i th L ak e water and a 

portion o: the whi skey from t he ful"·l:-kega, · which also 

add ition of water, but in o r1e~ to h ring t he stuf f U!) t 



•.. · 
_ .• .. 

stltength~· same t~ ba·~ ~; was boil~\\~:,;: .and the li q_UJ) X: ~~~!!~, 
as . ell ·-as. a ' CO.lJ.Pl.~ ?f_ poul1d~- . of. blue vi t~.ol' which you . C~"l 

fancy made a -delectable drink. Finding_ ~after. a short t~e that · 

they could .do no business with our Indians. _the- tent was _ taken . 

do'Wn~ : ,and· 'its o··wners -quietly Q.epa:rted ·fa.r ·l _ess gua~~1 -. regions l * 

~ ·• . .· . - \ . : . . . . • ' .... _- . ~ ..... 

A~i ~e. had no means0or· . .- tra-ctng these fellows., _ _-~ho .. had gope -:oft 
t' ' • • • • ~ I • • • , 1> _.. • • " 

.... . 

in . the night·; . my. most .a .c·ti4ve. c-9i1stable . w~s- ·sent ;.wit~ the . dog~ ~· ----:/~ 

on a. t~~P . am~rigst ·~h~ ~~ti Si ~hd~ ·t~t :d_ii .~-th: .~~~the';n · ~n~ · ~·: ::.: 
Oro; • •• ·;\ ... ~~ "'":•. · ·~- · . .--. • 1'.. .. • .,..- ... 't ._, . "'l.. .. 

the lake. It is mast' like:i'y he . ·:rell .. i ·n with· .th~ , - though we . < <c ~-~: .-. . - . ... 

. uever- knew, as while his trip should. have tak~:sane .' three days., 

five elapsed, when I heard the mi s sing man was. at a.n · rndian en-·· 

campment about a mi1e off, and _ acting strangely. 
. - .. . . 

he soon appeared,. and· on my asking what -w~s the ma~ter, he sud-
. ~ ..... ,(,:.. ..... . ~ 

denly drew the l ·a .rge. hunting knife · he carr ... ed and made a 1 unge 

at me, but \iVas fortunately kno·cked down by the other man, in 

time to save me, and then went into a fit foaming at the mouth 

and convulsed._ -:What to do we did not know·. but thinki~g the 

Indians must have some knowledge of me-:iicine, we sent for ai~. 

when Powassan and a couple o:' other medicine l!len ap'9eared. anned 

with their rattles and drums, and began the ~ost awful row. 

accompanied ~y yells and shrieks, to drive out the "\Vindigo" or 

Devil, whom they thou..ght had taken possession of my unfortunate 

man, who by ·thie time had been s~curely tied, both hands and fee~ 

It was evident that the poor fellow had ·had c;1. heavy dose of some 

poi-son, inost probably from the whiskey smugglers.. After con-

siderabl e thought it was decided to send. him in to Jail, the only 

place av-ailable at Fort Garry, but how to do it was the question, · 

as the ·Indians under the ~m:pression that he had a "Windigo 11 might 

k i 11 ·him, and j u·s t at thi s time I had re c ei v ed a sp e ci al des-

p~tch from the Governor asking me to - carefully investigate a case 

reported to him by - the Hudson Bay Company of two )oung men kill-

ing their mother, and if it was a case of murder·_ to: arrest~~hem 

ahd ·send:'. ·them in, but to be careful to con ul t the Chief and 

1 eading men and · make full report .. ed most oppor 

ly ·, so sending for the Chief and h e ad men di cine smoke 

was held .. and it was stated tha.•· the old SQ 
• u aw who had b err k 



ed had a ~Windigo" ie, periodical fits of insanity. Shs was 
-

a widow, .with two sons ~d when sane had asked them ·nnext 

tim.e ··th~ w.~.ndigo ?a.me to her' to kill her, and thus ·rr.ee· the 

i: ribe of· his . terrible presence and she· wouJ:d go to the Spirit 

Land, wne.re · her .husband was waiting for her,· · 

'old hunt ·for her". 'rar · all knew tha t th~ . uwindigo" wo·':lld tor- ~- :· .. 
. . .. 

nient .--her unti~ .she .. died • . and·. then go -~to some one else the s~e 
. .. .. ~ . -

.. 

way, ~ut if she 'was killed while he· w~s 

ed also, and the · tribe would be free .of him. · Accordingly ·at 

her next attack of insanity the two . sons, thinking ~hey were 

_doing a kindness, one of them with a· gun and the other with an 
.. 

a.xe kil~e1 her, · and their action was a:pproved by all. the tribe. 

Chiefs, .Med~cine Men, and all, including their own family. How 

what could we say? This was not a murder, as these men wished 

t o do what all their people considered right an·i their duty, 

but now my sick man came in qp~ortunely so addressing the 

assenbly I said "You know that at _the Fort we have a strong 

house, .with iron bars, running up and down the windows and across 

them, and you Medicine men, know as well as I do that a Windigo · 

cannot pass-through these bars, so we will send our man into 

the Fort, and they will put him behind the iron ba.rs. and give 

him plenty . to eat and smoke but will not let him out, till the 

Windi go dies, as he soon will, when ~e finds himself shut up in 

thei way". To ·all this PowaeBan and ·his friends who had never 

hear~ · such talk before agreed that this was correct, ·so hear-

ranged to have our sick man carefullY lashed in a toboggan, 

hauled -by four dogs and accomp~~ied by two Indians, who had 
• I 

strict orders on no· account to loos~n his bands but to see he 

was fed arid attended to, even to putting a li~hted . 9ipe in his 

mouth •. · and to deliver him safely at the ustrong House" also to 
. . . 

give the _letter which I wrote, · d.etailing .. the whole affair, as 

well. as the killing of the old squa , ·and asking the Governor 

to repeat to the Indians what I had told t~em. and pro ~ 

to t a k e ·charge of any of tair "Windig a't instead of 

All went as we hoped, and our man afely lodged 



.. , 

, .. : 0 

~ t!+ing liow~ve ·r -\~~~1~ · aav-e ·inauce<i":.~·~~--:,iri~i~s 
even· ·r·or an instant. A r·oox ·rr-om a lf.tt~e distance at the ter-

. . 
rible iron bars was quite enough, and then being well fed and 

with _amp~e supplies returned bringing me the eesired letter, 

wifereupon anoth nMed1cine Smoke" was held, and t?e tw messengers 

de .tailed their adven.ture·s. ·· They' had . h-anded. over our man, .. a.ricr . · . . 

· · fi~d ·se.en him: -~k~~·· ,in · to tb:~ - ~atro~g hou$e", but. -did ·nat· ~~- i~ · ~- ·-.:." 
.. - . ... "'- .:: ~.. . ~ . , _ .. ,.,. 

themseivea for · they ~ould · see the iron~.'-bars, and the Go've.rnor 
. . •. :;. i_-·' ,. •. ;~ ·"/. ~ ... -, ·~-:: ~-;-t": .. ~ <;- :_ ' ::.- .~ -~:: • 

had told then · the ~··~aro.e as had been do~e .before_. · T~erefore they ·~:_ ~ .. -.-
: .. _r.· : 

promised that th~yr·would. .-not kill _B.ny-\ ru:lre "windigoa". but_ s _ei{d 

them in· to be kept out of ·the way. Thus happily was solved a 

most difficult .and delicate question,_ ._ and glad to be rid of it, .. ·­

we mo.ved camp some miles further into· .. the wooded country to 

a large number of Indians, who gladly promi~ed to keep away from 

contact with 11Ka-llo_casin" or small pox, and many of them asked 

to have "their anns cut" as we had a ·sup-ply of vaccine points, 

which along_with castor oil and very large antibilous pil~st 

~ere all the medical supplies we had. We found life rather mon-

otonous h~re, but one night as we were lying at the f'i re, sudden-

ly a young Indian glided up, and after as usual producing his 

-pipe and smqk:Lng, as is the custom, without speaking, for a few 

minutes, enquired for me. Havin~ been pointed out to him, he -

produced a small piece of 'tobacco parefully wrapped up in birch · 

bark, and spoke so fast that we could not make out what he said. 

It ~as evident the message was important~ as it was accompanied 

by tobacco, so getting a half breed from near by as Interpreter-

we learned that Powassan was aamped about forty· miles off and 

had killed two moose, end knowing that we had nothing but rab-

bit, wished us to move camp and hel n ~--..im to eat his meat. This 

_could not be done, but I sent a mesnenger ba.ck with the Indian, 

and when he returned he brought about twenty pounds ·of moose 

beef and a splendid 'mou~neu- for myself. A couple of weeks 
-

later I was ·able to repay -.Powas~an for his kindness in another 

way, hich is worth telling. The Indians ear here we wer ~ 

camped, took it into their heads to have grand feaat, and not 

being able to get liquor, _ _- t~ey pro r>ured tv1o pounds of splendi 

bl a.ck tea and. a sinnil ar quantity of 1 ady 's twist tobacco at ~t=h~e,__....__ 



·' 

Hudso.n Bay · Company's post, and having boiled 

till the whole of even the colouring metter was exhausted, the . · 

liquors were mixed, and to give the deco.ction a good flavour, 

eome half dozen bottles of Perry Davis' Pain Ki~er . wel!e· ad_d~ 

ed an'd this extraordinary mixture was swallowed ~~th great~ . - . 

gusto. The re~l~ · was .such . drunkerinees o:r· madne.ss as I ._z: .ever . >~ 
. . 

~"" ·•• ''t - • ~ ... 

. . . 
steam~ · by ·yells . and howls, · c-.nd this kept up for a whole 

they were all worn .out, an·d it is needless to say were 

very miserable. In this state my friend Powassan cane to me 

stating he was very unwell .and wanted medicine.- The Government 

had suppl_ied some extra large antibilous pills, and seeing he 

was a very large strong man I counted out to him four which 

looked in his huge palm, like so many buckshot, · and explained 

to him that he was to take two, a.nd if needful in a· few hours to 

repeat the dos e . Looking then _ov_er Powassan evidentiy _ t~ought 

they were small affairs, and before he could be stopped. had 

swallowed the whole lot to our great horror, for we did not know 

what the res.ul t would be~ a.nd he was· such an: important persop. 

that if anything serious happened to him it was J:1..ard to say how 

.we would ··be treated. However, after .a couple of hours Powassan 

appeareQ., eyiden tly suffering consid~rabl e pa.in, .as ~videnced by 

his. grunts, when suddenly throwing off his blanket, he d-isappear­

ed amongst the trees, short~y to return and give me R whack be-

twe·en the snoul dera,. and tell llle what a good fe:I-1 ow I was .. fpr 

the more the dose hurt him, the more he thought of the g~ver of 

it, :Next day he reappeared with about a dozen of his f .riends 

who were feeling very wretched after their s:pre~, and all 1esir-

ious .of getting the "great medicinett which had ~ured Powassan, . 

but this was refused. as we had enough_ of doctoring and 

no more risk. 
. . 

A ·few days elapsed and as signa or the spring 

so r t weather and sleet falls wame..d me. to be 

a hal :f br~·e:tl guide and a ' borrowed tea.."n i c;.a 

f oo t sore , 2. start wa s ma de 

own dogs 
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·· ---~~ .. ,_· __ and .. we took . _r~fuge in -~ Ind-1_·a.n wfgw~ . on ~~e 

-the Lake ·. Here in the one· ·small room.· were assembled 
1._. 

people, old and young, -and ··a·a we were 'neart1iy welcomed, even 

go-ing the 1 ength -of ~weeping a spac .. e _. in-· the crowd where_ I. cou~d 
. -

li.e a.Qwn .. ·_ pacxed 'li'Ke another E.'erting in t~~ __ barrel, an 

ni·ght paeeed.a Having ciear~d ._somew~t - in the m~ming a start 
.·. . . . ' . . . ... ·- . . ~ . . . . •, . - -

wa:s · aga~n mad~, -,- ~rve~r - the · ic--e · of Lac ·_'P~at, an_d we _- eXpected. to · 
. ··<~:- ... . .... ' '':.' '- . .-.. · ·. . . :- .. ·-: .:· _·: :·- _:;,;.~.:::. ...... _·. -·- .. :: . - . ~:-~ >,:-··: . <:• • 

rea.eh ~~~n~- encampment . in abo~ ·t . ten mile~:~· .. but _ the --·ano.~ :.-got _heavier 

and a.~·-ia·~~ ' fai~lY .bu~~ing . he~-~all _ S.t --,;~ce, --~ -~ho~t from: .. :; .. ~·_-_': 
. :~~~;· ~ . .., ~-;~ ~- ·-_. - ~-·.:-, ..... .-:·~-~{.: .,w,·-, ·-. · . .. -. -:_ . , ;· . .,._,.. ·--.~ ~ ........ ·_ :~ : 

gui(le, and before I ·knew where- to go _ down I went in an -air ho~e~ 

up to the shoulders in water, but. f _orturiately- with :some. large .. 

boulde·r·s _ uncfer my feet, so that I ·_man~ged to scramble out. and 

then my guide said. he had lost_ the way • ... However we shortly· 
. , 

. " ...... 

struck :·a small islci.."'ld with one ·tree on· it. and here we : spent ... 
the night, wet, cold and hungry, as expecting to have .found the -

enca~pment, we had brought no supplies with us for either dogs 

or ourselves.- Naxt morning turned -out bright, and passing on 

we reached where we should have found the camp, but only bare 

poles stood to mark the spot, the Indians having moved elsehwere. 

so on we pushed till- la-t ·e in the day we found the line 'being sur-

veyed for the Cana1ian Pacific Railway and in a short time 

reached the Engineers camp, only once more to be disappointed 

as ·there was only one m~ left in· charge .. the oth~_rs . .having gone 

back to fetch supplies. However, he was able to give us a cup 
- . 

of tea_ and- a couple of_ biscuits, a.nd a good fire to wann. · and 

dry our still wet clothes, and then we started on the long ~ravel · 

of sixty five miles back to camp.- The route was partly on the 

rough_ fee of the Lake of the Woods, a.nd partly by Indian trails 

over _a very rough country throu~'l the woods, finally reaching 

camp . after midnight completely worn out.- Resting here a couple 

of days. we were surprised by a .messenger having perenpto~J 

order to at once return to Fort Garr.; ~ b~f.o re the snow -:ii sappear-

ed. and · travel would . be next to impossible. We therefore start-_ 
_;__ 

ed. at. daybreak~ .s.nd after coming s e half ' ozen mil .es,. . ere ob 
.......... 

liged to unham·ess do -gs, .31ld hang toboggan _on a tree, 



.. 

snow shoes, by way of "cacheing 11 then. The snow wa:s-

sleet, and at ·night fall, _wet and weary we camped on a rock in 

·t1 e great "Caribou Muskeg" _only fourteen miles from 't:he _angle. 

Here ··tlie growth of grass and reeds was so g~eat that nothing 
.,. 

could · ?e· seen, but the ·noise caused by innum·erable flocks of 

gees·e, -ducks, snd .. other water fowl was deafening. Afte~ an 

earl..y_. start and ~refully ~ icking our. steps 
-:-. ~~--·· -

to the skin, s~e.times sle .'Ping in shallties 
·- . 

on the trail, when we coul 'i find a fa:irly dry spot, rinally at 

the end of six .days, reaching St. Bonirace only to find the Red 

River wide open, ~ a.nd carrying down great mzasses of ice, which 

ca~e in from the .rlooded Assiniboine. The Fer~, which was a 
-

scow workect by a rope, was not yet in commission, and after some 

trouble we succeeded in getting taken over in a small boat, ·· 

not without considerable r.tsk. Onc e more in civilization, a few 

days of rest and the steamers {big stem wheel affairs) began to 

appear and bump their noses into the bank, for wharves there 

were none. By this time ·the snow had all disappeared from the 

prairie, and wherever the· ground rose a few inchen the beaatiful 

prairie Ananones opened their blossoms. One morning going out 

for a short \Valk in the pleasant air, with . a -fine southerly breeze 

blowing, I -. saw a most extraor1inary procession. It v, as an Indian 

deputation on the way . to Government House to interview the Gov-

ernor on some re~l or imaginary complaint. or to make some re-

quest. First as they - were "treaty Indians" came a big stalwart 

fellow carrying~ large British flag, that taxed his strength to ~ 

hold in the \Vind • . He was dressed as .. usual in moca~sins, breech · 

cloth, leggins, and blanket loosely throvnl around hisbody, but 

held by the waist by a belt, exposing his bare chest and thighs . 

as the blanket blew o-pen. Uext ca.lne the Chie~ in similar costwile· 

· as regards the legs, but in all the glocy of a red coat with lots 

of large buttons and the big twenty medal on his breast, and --. 

next a couple of the head men, ~omewhat similarly .arraye1 

a string of say ·a dozen of the .ndian file. · 

iosity prompted ~e to follow them to the ~ort to see the way· 

whi ~h these mat ters were conducted. frontof t 
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entrance the whole party .squatted ·an ~.e. gr~ul'_ld- , ~il}~ the 

c·ould. · be info~ed and the Int,'e-!'Il-reter sent for, ... wh_en t,hey _w~re_~ 

ush~~ed into a large room, containing _besides a seat for the - Gov 
-'-! · 

rnor. only a table and two or three chairs_ ... a · .. s~pve.._ ~d in a 
. . .. ~ .. 

corner a . la.rg~ . w~od bo_x, ~ol' emp _t:( as __ the weather was . wa.nn. •. 

mor-e _the par~y _. squ.a~-t~d:. fl~ the ~lo<:Jr,. .tJ:;e Governor. and -~t .. t.el':'l~~~-s _ . 

en.ttlre_d all.4. . seat~ th~sei v~~ a.t1d :~he -ria~ :i?earer: ~h~ it s_aS!!B Wa. 

chi.ef- sp~kesman~ -.:. to~~: .. i't-.iri·t6~_hls -hei~~7t~~ ~·~~~ ~6~-d- -bo . a 

' prop~; :pi ace fo:/ :lli, so in tO- it h~--"~o·;:·:' ;,{ th only_ his black 
.. ~ . . . -

shiny hair. and painted face ·showing above the side. The 
. . 

the:t:t produced the inevitable pipe a.nd medicine stan, and after t:t.e . 

usual formality of puffing the ~make to the forequarters of the 
.. ~ ~ .. 

earth., · i .t was handed to the Governor, .who ·l!luch against his will 

(as he was no smoker) had to · follow suit, and so it went round. 

A short pause, ·and then like a "jack in the box" the Indian in 

the wood box sprang up, throwing off his blanket Chl'ld ex-nosing to 

view his ba~e. brown ·chest and ribs, an1 began in a rather musical 

tune, to ma-'l.ce his seemingly eloquent speech.-. This was translated. 

sentence by sentence to the autho~tien, and then a sat1sfactorJ 

reply" 'being made, · and a dis tri bu tion of tobacco and· fat bacon the 

party withdre'\t7 as· they came, evidently well pleased, the flag 

bearer seemingly prouder than ever, as ·he struggled to hold ·up 

his burden while it fluttered in the wind., It was a most curious 

sight and one not soon to b~ forgotten • 
.. · 

Having decided to return to Ontario, instead of by the wretched 

staging I boarded the stecm1er, by sliding down the bank tq the 

gangway "thereby ruining ··a new overcoat, as \Vharf' there was none·; 

and Red River mud_ ·is pro 7e rbi al • 

It ,~,as slow wor1c to plod against the strong Gurrent of thi.s . 

ver·y :tortuous strecun, . ~o crocked that at one point the Captain 

told his passengers if we liked we could land and walk across to 

the next bend, when he would pick us up. This a number of us did, 

an-d enjoyed a ramble _of perhaps a JJli~~·-. when we again came to the 

river·. and ha.'d to wai t nearly two hours e~or · the ~_oat cam~ al.ong; 

h.:t,ring travelled a full eight or nine m.il"'es t re=-ch the 

place. It amused me much to see when they 
want ~d wood, o:z - some 

-



.. , 

signal was made, how they sim~ly bumped the nose of 

t h e mud bank, and tied her to a tree, there 

to injure her, and the sa~e at night. we tied up to the most con-

venient· tree, and resumed the hourney by dayli ght. Ue n ext 

turned into the Re d. Lake River, which .though narrew seemed to be 

deep , for on one ·occasion the cabin .b oy droppel a lin e, · when we . 
- -

btL.'"llped Up in t he bank, a.nd almo.st at nee h ODk ed. a l a r g e. cat 

f ish of abou t twelve nounds in weigh t. : Pro c eedilg on our slow 
.... ;'- _.=-:.- . : 

way we - at· last reached Fisher!s Landing, a ~oint to which a new 

branch railway had jus t been opened, and though as yet -no station 

was built. 

The ·most conspicuous erection was a rather la~e tent, 

boarded and sodded up for about three feet, and this the Captain 

told me was the home of the Notorious "Fanner Brown". Renenbering 

t ha, t we had staged it t ogether the previous winter, aJi i being only 

a short distance for the stea-r:1 boat, with some hours to spare be-

fore the train was expected, .I thought I woul'i mak e a c a ll on my 

quon?-am. traveller, on en te·ring the . tent, which I founrl was fitted 

up as a b ar-room, wi th my f a nner a c quai ntan ce b e11i n d t h e counter, 

I said t1\7ell Fanner Brown" we have met onc-e again. . •'Yes he said, 

~1d I know who you are now, and e.Jn glad to see · you,_ for I h a ve a 

crow to ·pick with you, so let us have a drin~~ . it's your treat" • . 

As he spoke he reached under the counter, as I supnose for a 

b o t tle, but instead produced a pistol, . which_he pointed at me, 

s~ying ~ow out with a half a dollar", this I hurriedly produced, 

no t feeling at all comfortable, and he still 90inting the pistol, . 

put two glasses and a bottle · of whiskey on the counter, order-

ing me to help myself, while he did like .~Tise. He then sai.d 

"You thought I wanted to steP-.1 your natch, but I never was a thief 

a.nd i~ I ha(i. wi shed. t o do it I c ou l d n ot, away out on the prairie, 

an d t h ree anned men on the stage with you, and I never killed a 

m a.Yl unless he had insulted me, "Now its my turn to treat; so . ~ut 

with another half' dolla.'r" and be qui ckn. J u st then one of. his .. . 
"wive s"{ f or he was r eputed to keen a h arum ) came to epea.k·- ~o 

an d as he t u rned., I bolted. for t he s t r. 



·-

I • • ... .... : .. ~-:-! ~ .. Jl ~· ., • ( 

th-e· · t-rai~n came in._. wh·en ! · ~gla·:ily took my s .eat. 

out - further adventure. ·. on my " home~r:i: Journey. 
J 

that Brown was serving .. a Ii fe sentence in .. :inn esc ta Pen ten tiar;y . 

for murder. 

Canadians h~ve re~eon t o be p~oud · oi this. great west so 

G-:. rry ~ione · the change~ ~ are m~rvellous ; }; 1. hamlet l.n 'Llto.se . d.ays-- ~ 
·_ ·' _· ._- '~{), trf7} ·.·~ ~~ ~ - 1ft741- .· 

t', inniueg is now of the hundred thoushn1. mark,. having do b~ed her/' 

na~ulation in six short years . 

'?hen . the. trails led north. east .. and ·west; now the rail-ways 

re:.?.ch he~ froin eve-ry direction and you may see in h_er- crooked 

streets r~nresen tati ves of ev-ery na.tionali ty o: T:~uroue, :-:1-ny o~-

ient~ls, but only occasion~lly the reRl genuine n~tive~ the In ian. 

C'.ni ca.go is h.e.l.J uu by ou-~ f:-ien1:; 'Jf t h e ~n i ted S"'-atcs , :lS t_ e 

7:on'ie"!"ful city for gro·.·.:th of nonula tion an:l incree ~e in ~c:~l th , 

no1'th- west will be "':.ne GreA.t ~:test 11 • Eotn cities ar..::o a.t t h e 

east P.-rn ends of l ?. rge ricl1 nr·-drie lanis, whicL :;ou~· in of ~he 

crops to these distributing centres_. whence the net-;-ro rks of r a il-

~ ny have 230,000 ~eople a nj p robably u counle o f milli ons in a 

re~chable radius. 

As a recent letter says of this most oosmonolitan city:-

u-~iinnipeg itself is a -perfect melting pot of nationalities. T .. 
h1.ve before me :8.~ I r<J'ri te a nho to g rauh ~f a class in t:1..e S trath-

~o n~ Sc1:ool, ·:inn ip ~g , cor; t::tining t·,yen ty-~wo c~iliren , ~ni c:;--

:ireland. . Scotland .• .Iceland, ao r-lay~ Swed.en, Dcr.:marl~,. ;:a llan ·-! . 
.. . 

:ir!:l..n~-e, Boheuia, Gal icia {Polish and "' uthen "an} Rouma.nia:, 

J..ustria-Hunga-;-J, Cape Colony, ani 'th~; United S tes 

i s tynical · of tne school of 604 pu~ils. ~~o . thiris o 



foreign origin and were unable to speak _English when they enter­

cl it, and the school is largely . ty~ical of what ·is going on in 
~ 

all other schools in the outer 9ortion of the ·city. wnere ~oreign-

ers predominate.- . These chil.dren quickly became imbued. with the 

C&""lad.i an spirit and 

' ... . ~ 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

T H E 

I N D I A N C 0 L L E C T I 0 N 

0 F 

E D U U N D M 0 R R I S 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Being the intention of the Ontario Goverment 

to place in the Royal Ontario Mu~eum rry collection of 

Indian portraits and landscapes, owned by the Province, 

on ~y part I arn willing to place at the dieposal of 

the Goverment ae a loan, several Oil paintings and the 

greater part of my Indian collection of relic~, - some 

of which were collected by my late Father, all of which 

are e~bodied in the attached schedule, with the fol-

lowing provisos:-

That all my works whether portraits or land-

scapes be placed together with my In~ian relic~, and 

shown and displayed suitably, but as one collection 

only and contiguous with one another. 

That the said articles in the schedule 

attached b~protected and supervised, and all and 

every care used for their protection and safety. 

That provjding alwaye all or a.ny article 

in tr.e schedule attached be at all ti~ee at the die-

poeal of my will and plea~ure. 

That the copyright of all my portrait& and 

landecapee are reeerved and held excluetvely by me~ 

~ 

and all questions of reproduction or permissions to 

reproduce, or anything whateoever connected with the 

copyright of theee eaid portraits and land~capes muet 

be abeolutely referred to dealt with, and arranged by 

\ rne. 

That the Historical brochure illuetrated 

writte~. ieeued and publi2had 

---



----2---

of the various tribee, may be the eubject of an 

arrangement between the Goverment and myeelf in 

the event of their wiehing to ~ublieh or make 

uee of thie work for Uueeum purposee. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the eaid parties hereto 
-

have executed these presents. 

SIGNETI, SEALED AND DELIVERED 

In the preeenoe of 
lf~.)~f. 
) 
( 
) 
( 

) 
( 
) 
( 
) 
( 

------. ----------- ----~---::..~----- .... ---·--



THE s.c HE D U L E. 

1- Oil Painting, The Country of the Crees -

Encampment of Chief Loun Voice, by Edmund Morris. 

2- Oil Painting, The Ojibway Encs.rnprnent, Long Lake 

Thunder Bay, District, by Edmund Morrie. 

3- Oil Painting, Encampment of the War Chief, Old 

Calf Child (Blackfoot} on the Plaine of Alberta, 

by Edmund Morrie. 

4- Copy of the ~innipeg Traty - No. 5, 1875, on 

parchment. 

5- Copy of the Fort Qarlton, and Fort Pitt Treaties 

1876, on parchment. 

6- Copy of the 1899 Treaty. 

7- The Cree Chief Big Bear's own copy of hie ad-

heeion to the Fort Carlton and Fort Pitt 

Treaties - a gift frorn Lieutenant Colonel Irvine, 

to Edmund Morris. 

8- Chief Brant to the Iroquois, engraved frorn the 

Portrait painted in England by George Romeny. 

9- Sir William Johneon, Bart. of Johnson Hall, Co. 

Tryon, Province of Irew York, - engraving. 

• • • • • • e. e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

CREE: 10- Buffalo bow and two arrows, from the collection 

of the late Lieut. Gov. Morri&. 

11- Twenty-nine pieces of silk embroidery on antelope 

skin made by the Cree halfbreed women for the 

1
, ... 
G-

late Mre. Alexander Morrie. 

Eagle quill pen and rush pen, used in signing 

the Treaties. 



SAULTEAUX: 

13- Bead work headdreee for his horee - a gift from 

Walter Ochopwace, grand son of Chief Loud Voice, 

to Edmund Morri~. 

14- Caee made of skin of the northern diver. 

J5- Two rattle~ used by the squaws in the dance. 

16- Bowl of pipe, from collection of the later J. L. 

Morrie Esq. K. C. of ruontreal, 

17- Bowl of pipe (Swampy) from delkirk, Manitoba. 

18- Two pair of moccasins, worked by the half breed 

women for the late Mre. Alexander Morrie. 

19- Wooden flute from the collection of the late 

Lieut. Gov. Morris. 

20- Straight pipe (Catlinate etone) belonged to 

Head Chief Load Voice, frorn hi~ grand eon Walter 

Oohopwace. 

21- Halfbree'd whip, given to C. V. K. M. 

22- Knife sheath. 

23- Two pieces of Cree ~oven bead work, collection 

of the late Lieut. Gov. Morris. 

24- Decorations from the Creee of Hobberna, Alberta. 

25- A pair of moccasins, belonged to Chief John 

Frince, Manitoba. He with othere of hie tribe 

were preeent at the ftlnera.l of the la,te Lieut. 

- Govenor Morris in 1899. 

26- One pair of moccaeins purchased fran F. A. _Verner Esq. 

he having got them at the Lake of the Wood~ Treaty 

in 1873. 

27- Fire bag, the only piece of bead work found 

amonget the Ojibways, of Long Lake, Thunder Bay 

Dietrict, 1906. 

28- Knife sheath, purcha~ed from F. A. ·Verner Eeq. 

Lake of the Woode Treaty, 1873. 

~ - . _. 
-:. 



BLACKFOOT: 

( eiksikau} 

29- Pipe of the old Squaw of Chief Yellow Quill 

Manitoba, 1908. 

30- Carved wooden head found under leaves on the 

old Yellow Quill trail, ~anitoba 1878. 

31- Image made of antelope horn, found buried un­

der the ground in a box made without nails on 

the old Yellow Quill trail, Manitoba -1878. 

Theee were need by the Medicine Men, and were 

said to have power over the epirits of othere. 

32- Pipe made by Saulteaux of Nut Lake, Saskatchewan -

a gift from J. McArthur Esq., Jr. to Edmund Morrie. 

33- Pipe (Catlinate etone) bought from Uedicine Man 

Wabpekinewap, Sitting White Eagl·e, Saskatchewan. 

34- Pive pieces of woven bead work. 

35- Two pieces of woven bead work, from Lake of the 

Woods Treaty, 1873, purchased from F. A. Verner Eeq. 

36- Pi~e with carved stem, purcba~ed fro~ F. A. Verner Esq. 

Lake of the Woods Treaty, 1873. 

37- Tobacco Tray. 

38- Papoose frame found amongst the Indians at Orillia, 

s gift from Curtis Williamson Eeq. to Edmund Morris. 

39-

40-

Portions of ancient wooden dieh. 

Ancient drinking bowl of wood. Tbese were u~ed by 

the tribe when they were timber people living to 

the north of Edmonton. 

41- Throe implements of bone and eteel, used by the 

Squaws tn preparing Buffalo hides. 

42- Three rattles used by the Medicine Men, made of 

Buffalo bide, pebbles inside. 

43- Buffalo stones (~ee legend) and fossil ehell of 

which they are sections. 

-../"-



44- Ancient drinking bowl of wood. 

45- Ladle made of Buffalo horn. 

46- Eight whietle~, used by thoeP- who made the vow -

in the sun dance, also ue~d by the kedicine Ken. 

47- Portions of ancient belt. 

48- Ancient bracelets. 

49- Medicine Man's case. 

50- lmplements used in making arrows, and bonee used in 

making decorations and recording their history. 

51- Articles from the Ancient Crow Fort on the Black-

foot reserve. where the Crow Indians made their 

last stand again~t the Blackfoot who drove them 

oat of the country - See article in the .Canadian 

Kagazine by Edmund ~orrie. 

(a) 
7 -1 Fragments of pottery made o_f clay and grounP. ~ 

stone with design, found under the surface 

of the Fort. 

Beads, etc. · 

~~ 
fv' ( I(£ 

(c) Buffalo bones, found in the pits of t~e Fort. 

( d) 

H K. s 0 I 

Stone with ridges, used for some purpose, 

found under the groung of the Fort. 

(e) Stones probably used for grinding meat. 
-

52- Bracelets, earing and ring. · 

53- Leaves used as a smoking mixture. 

54- Carved pipe stem, - a gift from the Head Chief 

Running Rabbit, to Edmund Morris. 

') . 

/~ 

55- Implement used by tbe Squaws in eharpening their 

knives. 

56- Bead work - a gift from Head Chief Iron Sbield to 

Edmund Morrie. 

5'7- Pipe. 

-· - ----~----· .. ____________ . -- - .... ~- .. - - - --

~ -



PI EGAN 

58- Pipe and stem (Catlinite stone) 

59- Pipe (Blood) - a gift from Lieut. Col. Irvine, 

to Edmund Morris. 

60- Bead work vest - a gift from Murney Morrie Eeq. 

to Edmund Morris. 

61- Ancient bowl of wood. 

62- Implement of etone for grinding grain, berries 

and buffalo meat. 

63- Ancient ladle, made of buffalo born. 

64- Ancient ladle, made of the horn of a mountain 

sheep. 

65- Wooden ladle. 

66- Stirrup. 

67- Two irnplemente u~ed by the Squaws in preparing 

hides. 

68- Medicine Man's rattle. 

69- Ball of hair found in the belly of a buffalo. 

70- Three skin bags (hide intact) used for carrying 

dried berriee and meat. 

71- Comb made of hair. 

72- Artio1es found at the base of a huge rock, which 

stands on the plains, bordering the Piegan Reserve. 

This rock was dielodged frorn the top of what ie 

known as Fo~+ - St--ee-:1. n the top of ~t the tribee-

men placed their dead, all is gone now except some 

fragmen_ts under the ground. 

(a) Beads . 

(b) Buffalo stone. 

(c) Arrow heads, 1mplernente -and wampnm. 

(d) Bracelets, ringe, etc. 

(e) Indian bones. 

(f) Bracelets • 
.. : 



CRO"?/: 

73- Parchment caee. 

74- Woveri decorated ca~e, originally from the Kootenay 

or Coaet Indians. 

75- ~aterial used with flint to ignite fire by the 

tribeemen. 

76- Obsidian and arrow hea \1 e - a. gift from the Pi egan 

Chiefs to Edmund Morris. 

77- BLlffalo hair and arrow heade, found under the 

ground by Chief Running Wolf - a gift to Edmund l~orri2. 

·.- ' ' 

78- Three rnisquito wnieke. 

79- Pipe sent to Edmund Morrie by Head Chief Butcher. 

80- Pipe - a gift from Chief Running Uolf to Edmune 

Morris. 

81- Pir;e. 

82- Quirt, which belonged to Chief big Swan. 

83- Moccasins, of Chief Running_ Wolf- a gift to Edmund 

Morris. 

84- Case for buffalo bow and arrow, purahased from Chief 

Big Swan. 

85- Four ornaments of beadwork and fur. 

86- Halfbreed fire bag. 

87- Clasps for robe or blanket. these belonged to the 

wife of Head Chief Running Rabbit (Blackfoot) 

88- Spear head of iron - a gift from Chief Running Wolf 

to Edmund Morris. 

89- Beads. 

90- Wampum. 

91- Pipe eent to the Head Chief of the Piegane - Butcher 

with an invitation from the Chief of the Crowe to 

visit hte tribe. It was presented by Chief B~tcher 

to Edmund Morris. 

--...) . 

.~ · 

iM _/- 'IJS;J; 



AS.:3INIB0IUE: 

HURON & 
IROQUOI3. 

92- Ca~e for carrying ~ignal g1a~s or treaty ticket. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
93- Wooden ladle. 

94- Iron hatchet, found under the ground on tbe Brant-

ford reserve by E. A. P. Hardy Eea. U. D.- a gift 

to Edmund Morriec 

95- Pottery found as above by E. A. P. Hardy ~sq. M. ~. 

a gift to Edmund Morrie. 

96- Arrow heads and epear heads found as above by E. A. P. 

Hardy EPqc M. D. - a gift to ·Edmund Morrie. 

97- Iron hatchet found under tbe ground. It bearg the 

French stamp, these were g.iven to the Huron Indians 

ry the French, and were ueed in the fight with the 

Iroquois. 

98- Two pipes and two arrow heads found under the ground 

on Brantford Reserve by a Seneca Indian. 

99-

100-

101-

Ten ancient implements of stone, found in Ontario. 

Eleven stone arrow and spear hea~s found in Ontario. 

Nineteen arrow and epear heads from North Carolina 

a gift from the late W. M. Boultbee to Edmund Morris. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
THE BUFFALO ROBES. 

102- Recording the history of Bull'e Head, Head Chief of 

103-

104-

tbe Sara eeQ '" a .:. told by him t..o the old- re-corder c-:{! 

the tribe, both meeting together for this 

at the request of Edmund Morrie. 
~.l/ ~ 

Recording the hietory ~f the Chiefe of the 

Recording the history of the war chief of the 

Blackfoot, old Calf Child. 

105- Recording the hietory of an eol Blackfoot warrior. 

106- · Ancient Cree robe with simple deocrations • . 

. . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ ........ . 

.• 

{ . 
\ 



.... . , ..... 

107-

108-

109-

1.10-

111-

112-

113-

114-

115-

116-

117-

118-

Buf falo skull brought f rom the plain~ by Lieut. 

Gov. Morrie 1879. 

Six Buffalo horns. 

Fire bag. 

Bowl of pipe. 

Ladle 

Ladle 

Caee of bark, worked with porcupine quille, made by 

the Chippewas of the Ottawa 7a1ley. 

Case of seal skin, Labrador Indians. 

Case worked on bark with porcupine quillg. 

Tray of bark and sweet graes, worked with Porcupine 

quills. 

Two pair of miniture snew shoes. 

Two Inca silver, carved medallions sent to peru 

in 1828 by Matthew Cockran, to the Hon. William 

Morris. At that tirne the Ancient Guaccoe or bury-

ing plac_es were being explored, and l'tr. Cockran 

eent many rare relics to his relatives in Scotland. 

119- Five pipes, made by the Igorrote, the head hunters 

of the Phillipinee. 

120- Carved cocoa nyt case, made by the Maoris of New 

Ze~land . 

121- Two carved gourds, made by the natives of Jamaica, 

from the collection of tbe late Ron. William 1~orrie 

of Montreal, 1847. 

~0 ·- - . 

~--=.. :~:~: . 
~ _:;:.._:_~ ....... ~ -
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"' I The body or Mr. Edmund.,)!. Jllorrl8, Arfl\'11nc to·4a)" trom all quartt-ra of 
A.R.C.A., the w~U·k'bown · Cauadlan CAtulda. · thf) United o3tatea IUUJ Great 
ar.tlat and Orpnb.lDI SecrC"tAT>' or the Btltaln aro i)le :~reiel.ltaOl-e• to tiM 

t \ • '!tlf' 

.:roronto Art Cll!b; wu r~ov~red from Supreme C~rt Qf' tbe -~depe·ndent 
th~ livf'r • at PortneoJ\ Que~¢. ye.- Qrdor of Forea~n. \ whlch · opens- t1J1 

"'terday. . He .bo.d been mlaln1 from alxtMnth replar ilesalon ·at the Tem· 
=---·+:!~~ ho.,... ·oTim~er if"otahle Canadt• plcf :Bu1ldlna."' . . ! -· • : 

• '(,A,ft ~t~. ·lof_i'- ·noratto Walktt, at the Am!)n• the· arrl_Ylll• ~- three or 
: ~· de Orteana. afnce 'rhursday lut · tollr who took part ln the nr$t 13u· 

• Mr. Morrt.., had .. •~ aomewba . rente Court "-Se•lon ~1\t~h\ '9'U 'betd 
. " .tr~~onsety of late, which gave hla in the clty of Ottawa· ln nn u.nder 

..,._Lends and relath·u cau~te tor ala.tm.. · 
rJn.· uritimfjl~ r ~~4=41Jpeura'-te- -have tbe Cha.l~lp vt the l;ate Dr. Or-

· --.•beea -~ runlt of a ~ft~ IUne.a onhyatekba. and lfwaa at that aesak>n 

eho'"ll~s 'Fat'~ whlt"h W1n ' 
~mono• and the n••xt:. day; · 
lloa. R · - L •. ~ J~,. r~~-1)-= w~ ~. a,t,t! 
ceJobration. ~nd ~tllro Uon . · Jl( 
Lemloux. · ·· 

. 
· INLAND N A ,,GA TfOl" .. 
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·ouc. ·-
•tu"' tn• by ll\e popular ate 
)(a('....,. ·trom TotiC'e fi:t. Dt>---k • 
attenooa • 1ex.cept 8un4&Tal· 
o 'c:)1)cll ht •lorl«m• · · 

· oReayisav·aoc·• 
&1.tlla""70U o~u · thne bonn ' at 
~·'t euoun~ ~t. ~PP"' ~~ 
lt~u..; ~-;La_. View, 1k. ~· 
}qwe• n~turn.lnc at. 'I.JO p.m. 
Wedneltd:ay• and 8aturda7a )Ia 
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CATALOGUE OF LOAN COLLECTIONS 

OF OBJECTS OF INDIAN ART AND 

CURIOS, ON VIEW AT THE EX­

HIBITION OF INDIAN PORTRAITS, 

BY EDMUND MORRIS, CANADIAN 

ART CLUB, 57 ADELAIDE ST. EAST, 

FROM MARCH 30TH TO APRIL 17TH 
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I. 

COLLECTION LENT BY THE FAMILY OF THE LATE BON. 
ALEXANDER MORRIS. THE ARTICLES WERE PRESENTED TO 
IDM BY THE VARIOUS CHIEFS WHEN HE WAS LIEUT.-GOV­
ERNOR OF MANITOBA, THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES AND 
KEEWATIN. 

1. War Coat, decorated with bead work and ermine skin. Presented by 
Sweet Grass, Weekaskookeesayyin, Principal Chief of the Plain 
Grees, Fort Pitt, 1876, to Lieutenant-Governor Morris (called by 
the Crees Kitchiokimow, the Great Chief). 

2. Buckskin Dress, decorated with porcupine quill work. Presented to 
the late Mrs. Morris by the Sioux. 

3. Embroidery, made by the half-breed women, for the late Mrs. Morris. 
4. Cree Pipe of Peace, made of black stone inlaid with copper and 

decorated with eagle feathers. 
5. Fire Bag. 
6. Whip used for driving dogs. 
7. Cree Pipe and Stem. 
8. Cree Pipe. 
9. Cree Fire Bag. 

10. War Coat, deerskin, decorated with bead work. Presented by Yellow 
Quill, Auzawaquin, Chief of the Saulteaux, at Round Plain on the 
Assiniboine in 1876. 

11. Fan made of Eagle Tail, birch bark handle, used by the chiefs. 
12. Fan made of Eagle Wing, birch bark handle, used by the chiefs. 
13. Cree Headdress. 
14. Cree Moccasins. 
15. Flute. 
16. Cree Moccasins. 
17. Necklace, antelope bones and grizzly bear claw. 
18. Woven Beadwork, and case made of the Northern diver. Presented 

to the late Mrs. A. H. Malloch, named by the Crees Tabiskoo Kijick 
("Equal to the Sky"). 

19. Cree Moccasins. 
20. Knife Sheath. 
21. Maskegon Head Dress, made of the Northern diver. 

3 



...... 

22. 

23. 

24. 
25. 

Dict ionary of the Cree L anguage. Presented by t he Rev. Pere 
L aeombe, O.M.I. 

Prayer Book of the Moose Indians. Presented to the late Mrs. 
Morris, by the Bishop of Moosonee, 1875. 

Manuscripts relating t o the I ndians and Half-breeds. 
Silver Ornaments, sen t in 1828 from P eru by Matthew Cochran, Esq., 
to the Hon. William Morris, called by the Ojibways of the Ottawa 
Valley Shekeishkeik ("The Rising Sun") . 

II. 
OBJECTS OF INDIAN ART AND CURIOS CO:ULECTED BY 
EDMUND MORRIS, A.R.C.A., DURING THE TIME SPENT AMONGST 
THE VARIOUS TRIBES. 

OJmWAY: 

1. FirP Bag, Long L ake, Thunder Bay District. 
2. Ancient Carved and Colored Tikanagan, or Baby Frame, found 

amongst t he tribe at Orillia. Presented to E. M. by Curtis William­
son) R.C.A. 

3. Bo xi of Birch Bar k, wor ked with porcupine quills. 
4. P owder Horn . 

SAULTE AUX : 

5. Pip<' of Peace, belonging to Chief Yellow Quill, Auzawquin . 
6. Fire Bag, made of a young beaver. Chief Yellow Quill. 
7. War Club. Chief Yellow Quill. 

9. Head Dress, made of E a gle Feathers, used by the leader of t he dance. 
Presented t o E. M. by the Tribe. 

10. Image made of Moose born, f ound by a French set t ler buried under 
the ground in a box made wi thout nails on t he Yellow Quill trail, 
Manitoba, 1878. The medicine men held that these i)nages gave them 
cont rol over the souls of ot hers. 

11. Hea 1 of Image f ound by a French settler under t he leaves on the 
Ye11ow Quill t rail, 1879. 

12. Pipe belonging t o Sitting WhHe Eagle, medicine man, Saskatchewan. 
13. Pipe. P resented t o E . M. by .T. Macar thur, E sq., ,Jr. 
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CREES : 

14. Ancient Straight Pipe, belonged to Chief Loud Voice, got from his 
grandson. 

15. Head Decoration for a Horse. Presented to E. M. by the hereditary 
chief, Walter Ochopowace, Saskatchewan. 

16. Decoration for Buffalo Robe, belonged to Chief Poor Man, Saskatche-

wan. 
17. Pipe, belonged to the Man Who Ties the Knot. 
18. Two Ancient Pipes. 
19. Maskegon Pipe. 
20. Ancient Buffalo-bow, Arrows. 
21 Moccasins. 
22. Moccasins, Ermine Skin's band, Alberta. 
23. Moccasins, Duck Lake, Saskatchewan. 
24. Moccasins, belonged to Chief John Prince, Manitoba. 

BLACKFOOT, ALBERTA: 9 1 3 I 9 ~ 1-f I( ~ YO ~ 

' 25. Pipe. Presented by Chief Weasel Calf to E. M., named by Head 
Chief Running Rabbit of the Blackfeet-" Bear's Robe," Kyaiyii­
after a noted chief. 

26. Whistles used by those who took the vow and underwent torture in 
the Sun Dance. 

27. Decoration for Robe worn by the men and presented to E. M. by 
Murney Morris, Esq. ' 

28. Decoration for- Child's Blanket. 
29. Fire Bag, belonged to Bull Bear. 
30. Belt and Knife Sheath. 
31. Moccasins, belonged to a son of Head Chief Running Rabbit. 
32. Moccasins, belonged to Sisoyake, widow of Head Chief Crow 'Foot. 
33. Clasps for Blanket or Robe, belonged to wife of Head Chief Running 

Rabbit. 
34. Necklace. 
35. Fire Bag, belonged to Slow-Coming-Over-the-Hill. 
36. Necklace. 
37. Bracelet. 
38. Ancient Straight Pipe. Presented to E. M., by Chief Bull Plume of 

the Piegans. Father Doucet, O.M.I., writes: "Chief Bull Plume says 
that the straight pipe is very old, bas been made by the Blackfoot 
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tribe. It is the great medicine Beaver pipe used in the great Beaver 
Dance, held in the Spring, and in great ceremonies, social and re­
ligious, of the tribe. Two beavers are carved on it. He says it has 
cost ten horses.'' 

39. Head Dress made of Buffalo Hair, got from an ancient Indian in 
1893 . 

40. Scalp Decoration, belonged to Calf Child, war chief of the Blackfeet. 
41. Pipe, belonged to Calf Child, war chief. 
42. Bags in which the men carry red earth to paint their faces. 

PIEGAN: / 
43. Buffalo Robe, on which the Piegan chiefs Running Wolf, Big Swan, 

Bull Plume and Butcher painted their history for E. M. 
44. Ancient Implements for preparing robe. 
45. Ancient Implement for grinding grain. 1' 

46. Parfi9sche Case. Presented to E. M. by Chief Big Swan. 
47. Two Ancient Drinking Bowls. These were in comm<\)n use by the 

trib<• over a hundred years ago, when they were timber people. 
48. Ancient Ladle, made out of the horn of a Rocky Mountain sheep. 
49. Ladle made out of buffalo horn. 
50. Implements used for making arrows. 

51. Buffalo stones. These were considered by the Indians to have power 
over the buffalo chase. Presented to E. M. by Head Chief Butcher. 

52. Good Medicine. Presented to E. M. by the various chiefs. 
53. Implement for preparing robes. 

54. Fire ' Bag. Presented to E. M. by Head Chief Butcher, and made 
by the Half-breeds. 

55. Moccasins. Presented to E. M. by Chief Running Wolf. 
56. Leggings, belonged to Head Chief Butcher. 
57. Medicine Rattle of a Head Chief. 

58. Pipe. Sent to Head Chief Butcher by the Chief of the Crow Indians, 
with an invitation to visit them. Presented to E. M. 

59. Whip. Presented to E. M. by Chief Big Swan. 
60. Eagle Wing Fan, belonged to Eagle-Flying-Ag_ainst-the-Wind. 
61. N ecldace, made of buffalo teeth, and beads used by the ea rly traders. 
62. Anci•mt Arrow Heads, and Material of which they were made. Pre­

sentnd to E. 1\f. by Chiefs Running Wolf and Bull Plume. 
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BLOOD: 

64. War Coat, belonged to Chief Strangle Wolf. 
65. Fire Bag, belonged to Chief Bull Sliield. 
66. Ancient Drinking Bowl. 

IROQUOIS: 

67. Ancient Ladle. Ahdoquasa, Brantford Reserve. 
68. Decoration made of silver; woven bead work. 
69. Arrow Heads, found in Carolina (probably Iroquois). Presented to 

E. M. by W. M. Boultbee, Esq. 
70. Arrow Heads, found in Ontario (probably Iroquois). 
71. Ancient Implements and Decoration (probably Huron-Iroquois), found 

in Ontario. 

SIOUX: 

72. Pipe of Chief Sitting Bull. Presented by him before leaving Canada 
to the Chief of the Brule Sioux, who gave it to F. Kidd, Esq., the 
trader with those Sioux and later with the Stonies, who presented 
it to E. M. 

73. Woven Bead Work. 
7 4. Moccasins. 
75. Woman's Belt. 
76. Moccasins. 

ASSINIBOINE: 

77. Coat. 

78. Clothes of the Runner, brother of Chief Carry-the-Kettle, who named 
E. M., "He Who Transfers Us to Paper" (Waowan) . 

79. Woman's Belt. 
80. Moccasins of the Turtle. 

STONEY: 

81. War Clothes. 
82. Fire Bag. 
83. Belt, belonged to Joe Peacemaker. 
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84. Knife and Sheath, belonged to father of Joe Peacemaker. 

85. Moccasins. 
86. Moccasins, belonged to Dan Wildman, Jr. 
87. Knife Sheath. 
88. Arm Band. 
89. Decorations for Coat. 
90. Two cases, used for carrying Treaty Ticket. 
91. Two Cases, used for carrying Signal Glass. 
92. Necklace. 
93. Woman's Leggings. 
94. Case, belonged to Chief Hunter. 

SARCEE: 

7t 3 . I 32 
)-/ K J.- Lf I 

95. Buffalo Robe, on which is recorded the History of the Head Chief 
Bull Head, or Little Chief Tctilla, as he told it to the Sarcee recorder 
for E. M. 

96. Two Wr.r Clubs. 
97. Moccasins, belonged to Chief Big Wolf. 

III. 
OBJECTS OF INDIAN ART AND CURIOS LENT BY B. E. WALKER, 
ESQ., COLLECTED BY EDMUND MORRIS, A.R.C.A., DlJRING THE 
TIME SPENT AMONGST THE INDIAN TRIBES. 

IROQUOIS: .. 

1. Onondaga Pipe, got from Joshua Buck, the would-be uncle of Tom 
Longb0at. 

2. Moccasins. ; 

OJIBWAY: 

3. Tikanagan, or Baby Frame, from Sault Ste Marie. 

CREE: 

4. Decoration for Rest, used in the lodges of the chiefs and medicine 

men. 
5. Model of Lodge, File Hills. 
6. Model of Lodge. 
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7. Pouch. 
8. Model of Red River Cart. 
9. Case, used for Signal Glass or Treaty Ticket. 

10. Moccasins, belonged to Money Bird, File Hills. 
11. Moccasins, File Hills. 
12. Moccasins, Duck Lake. 
13. Coat, White Bear's Tribe, given to one of the Saulteaux. 
14. Maskegon Pipes. 

SAULTEAUX: 

15. Arm Bands. 
16. Belt. 
16a. Woven Bead Work. 
17. Arm Bands. 
17a. Arm Bands. 
18. Arm Bands. 
19. Fire Bag . 
20. Tea Bag, made of young moose skin. 
21. Belts, made of woven bead work. 
22. Woven Bead Work. 

SIOUX: 

23. Pipe. 
24. Moccasins. 
25. Decoration, made of Indian Hair. 
26. Two Pairs of Arm Bands, woven bead work . 

ASSINIBOINE: 

27. Moccasins. 
28. Band for Blanket or Robe, belonged to Mazaluta (Blue born growls). 
29. Moccasins. 
30. Necklace. 
31. Fire Bag. 
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11. War Club. 
12. War Club. 
13. Fire Bag. 
14. Moccasins. 
15. Buffalo Horn. 
16. Whip. 
17. Case, with fuotrument for Cleaning Pipe. 
18. Arrows. 
19. Moccasins. 
20. Moccasins. 

(The above were collected by Colonel Thomas Benson, R.C.A., dur­
ing the Rebellion of 1885.) 

MILN·BINGHAM, PRINTERS, 
TORONTO, 



501-19 Colin ve. 
Toronto SP 2r,6 

Oct 21, 1994 

Oueen 's "Tni versity rchj ves 
'athl een yan Jall 
Queen's University 
Kingston 

7 3 h 

Attention: ~rchjvist 

ear ir: re: Morris File 

T have been house-cleaning my research files and 
as you have, as Irecall when doing research there 
on Edmund Morris, subject of a biography which 
was published in the 1980s, consi~ered your rchives 
to be the proper location for the enclosed papers. 

These have been assembled from various sources 
including Morris descendents, most from the 

lexan er and James .!orris families of rockville. 
Since Bdmun Harris's father, lexander, articled 
with John . I ~cdonald at Kingston, I decided your 
dorris file would he appropriate for this material. 

There are also a couple of photos relating to my 
iographyt of Fdmund ~rorris - one of the Indian 

stone which resides jn the useum in Ottawa, and the 
other an Indian portrait. 

If t1is material is not of interest or use to 
your research section, please discard it. 

Yours very truly, 

(\ fut 
( ,-fs.) JeC':l 1v'cGill 
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~.::Oillf'IED POLI CE • 
. · 

By Bmnund Morri~-~ -; 
"1 • • • • . . . . . . ~ . . ~ ... 

The visit of Lt. Col. Irvin~ ~--to ·Lastern Canada, 

after a severe illness last· winter, recalls to mmnd the early 
. . 

days of lJ:anitoba and the Uort1~~West Terr~tories, when he 
.• 

played a. co_nspicuous ra rt as · Commissioner of the IIorth West :-· . ·. _ 
- --::.: -,::r.o:· :: ~ .. ~ ./~_:: 

l1ounted ::?oli __ ca .. · Though of recent ~?'ears he has been ~1arden ·:· :·· 

of the Eenitentiary of !.Ianitoba,. his thoughts hark back to 
·. . .. .. ~.( 

life amongst the warlike ple~nsmen of the far West~ He ·. · · :. ~-
• ·~, ~ ~~-p· ~~~ 

his 
·, . =·· . ·! 

tile writer have talked many times of the early history _ 

of that· co.imtry,, ·and togetner have gone over · his v~l.ua.ble 

records. 

For t hose who areinterested in t h e c ountry ana 

vv~o 2:re un'fa.re "liar with the or c.. 

the :reasons 'i,:;b.ich calle cl for" such a fo::=ce, I ·shall in my _ 

sk etch refer to exist i ng conditions i n the West prior t o 

t h E; .. _coming of the p oli c e . 

. .. ·~ 

o, 

... . .... 

; ~]?.e -p olicy adopted by the Canadian Gover nment 

towards the aboriginies differed entirely from that pursue d 

by the United States authorities. In the States pioneers 

and Einers 'P1:!~hed th~ir .,wey into the Indian terri't_?ry and, 

th~ough injustice to t~e natives,wars ensued wnich cost the 

.Uneric&~ Governffient hundreds of millions of dollars. Treaties 

were made only to be brol\.en by the whites, and as 3 result 

h orri t) le :'lasse.cres were 11er~petr~ .. ted a~d l.l1:ndreds of p ioneers 

killed. In Canada a srr.ell armed. force vie s sent into the Indian 

country to establish law and order, and treaties were then 

made on fair and just terms, and wi. tho"Gt .. __ loods!leC. on either 

side. The Indians heve been regarded as wards of the Crown • 

. . ;· <;·;, .. 
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But , before eoinz f~rther, let us cansi~er the 

t vvo s oldiers wt.o wer e to command th !:! r~oun teet -p olice and· 

establish military rule in t i:_e Blackfoot country- . 

J ames Fa rquharson 1~1a.cleod and Acaeson Gosfort 

Irvine, ?iho in later life were t o bec or.1e so cl c sel~r linked 

t ogeth er, first met at L e Pr a rie , opposite :·.1ontreal1. where 

the past cadets of t he Sch ools of Infantry of ·::uebec, =.~ant rea l 

and Toronto were encamped. Again t h ey cane togehter at t h e 

Sch ool of Cal vary of .;_ , ___ e lOth Huzzar s , ·'.:J. -3:1 s tationed a t 

Toronto. 

l~a.cleod, a sci on of t he sncient c lan, \Yas bor n 

at ~rynoch , Isle of Sky , a.::.J.cl hi;:; f c.:..th8r, wl-:..o had been Capta i n 

a.nd Ad jutant of t he Zi~c's 077!1 3orderers, came to Canada. 

and s e ttled nea.r ~oronto. Irvine, a n.ative of ~):t.ebac of three 

gen:3re.ti ons, · .- hi s ::: fa.t:..i ly ca~e or iginall:.- =:ro the Orkney 

Isles, an (~. h ie- fc.tLer, 

::; a!!lp t t o L'ian:;-- G~orvernors Gene ra 

Both were noble ~inded, de t e r~ined men , end 

later were to b-ecome :fa st f riend s, l iving and camping t o-

gether and sharing d.a.ngers ·alike. 

Trouble arose at the t h en far a.-;:a.y Red Ri v er 

Settlement. In 1870 an e~edition wes sent out under the 

command. of Colonel ( afterwarC.s Lord 'Jolsley, Commander-in-

Chief of the British Army) and ~acleod joined t h e for ce as 

:Brigade ~aj or of the Canadian i:!ili tia.; Irv i ne also j ointed as 

Ira.~or of the 2nd :Battalion of ~uebec B.i fl es. The exped.i tion 

a r rived at ~rt Garry -to f ind tne gates open , Reiland hi s -

f orc es having fled. 

I shal l no t re fe r to the ~~1- b re ed troub~es . 7ney 

a re recorded by British and ?rench Hi storians , s o b y c on-

suiting both sources a f e.ir op inion may be formed. ) 
King's Own Rifles, a detac~~ent . of the ~oya; ~neineers 

·-.:) ~: [:.....__ . 
_:_ · .. ~ ~~ - . ,..jl 

. , .. · . . /. The forc e s s ent t o the ~eJ Biver were th e 60th. 
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8.ncl of t11e ~\oya.l Artillery, e.nd Ar:r:.y Hospi te.l ·~orps; the 

;oirst Bat-talion, or Ontal'1 o i~ifles, co::-.~s.nded. t:r Lt . val. 

Jarv:_s and t'he 2nd :Battalion, or ~ .. uebec nifles , cor.-JDanded by 

Lt. Col. Casault. 

In the autuEn of 1870 the I~p erisl troops returned 

to Canc-_do. ( as the East was then ca.lled.), the 1st Battal ion 

renaining at the Upper :?o1·t, or old E' J:!: <: Gc.rr~,7 , and the 2n.d 

Battalion at the l owe:c :::o1·.L. ~ o:r ~:·. to1J.e· ~ort, eic~' teel: r~iles 

O" ol. Jarvis was the senior o:t":ficer in corrnand 

of both Battalions, but he vvent away on leave e.ncl Casault took 

corr.mand of the troops, \7ith his heaclq_uar ter:; c..t tl1e u-.?p er 

Eort · Col. :.:acleod continued. to act as 3rige.d.e l:::ajor . !Jajor 

Irvine ·~:as at the !1ead of tl.:e Lo";7er ?ort, er..cl ·~'"airn;right 

took co:::nand o-( the U:?l-:,er ~crt .. 
J 

In h e s r r-i_ n ~~ c• : 1 71 

banded , -v-r;i th the exce·pt ion of ~v v;o corn·fan it~ • 1 

..__:, ..!- - · . I..) _;._ v d- ..... 

eacr1 , of t he Ontar io a~'ld Q.u3be c Battalions , a.nd r.:ajor Ir-

v i n e wes e ppoin ted i n c o~rco.nct of these conr;?unies , remain-

ing in garrison at Port Garr y . 

In the autumn of thi s y ear the Feni ans o f the 

Uni tea s tat es caus ed ere at uneasine ss , o ' j onodl.1.ue end ot h er 

leaders -prepared . t o i!lVade ~~:ani toba .. S:"'_e si tua.tion was 

r::ost serious. It was fec.re d that Ea.ny of the lal ourers who 

had been employ e d. by the ::ort h ern Pacific RailYlay , being 

now out of 1.VO r k , would join the ranzs of the ~enia..'1s, a.nc .. 

the lat ter v:e :re count i nc on tl:e ? rench hal~?-breeds o-.f i:::oni-

toba a lso joinine ~it~ the~ . 

Lt. Governor Archibal d had be e~ inforsed. that 

the ? eniuns had capt~tred t ~lC }Iud.son :S2y post I e~-:0ina . He 

consulted wit h Col. Irvine and his ~inisters and the Colonel 

was request ed to -put them out. '.~..:his officer . .Lc.d a force of 

" ___ i ... .... ·-
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hu i~ li.. recl . 

~he Lt. Governor issued a proclai~tion c ~ llinz 

up on all lpyal c itizens to enro l l , and tne l ist incr eased 

::; o ' - . Sc ott ;;vas sent out wi th two . h 1:n d r e tl rr; e n , ?¥n d. :.1r • G i 1 o e rt 

fi n d out v.·ha t ,.; as ,c;oin ;:· on • J ol. Irvine <:.:.nd. 1: ::i_s ~en had 

n ot son e fe.r on their rr.a. r cll when a ru.nr~.e re a1·r t ved. with the 

n ot h :<7t.vinc y e t e s t a> 1 -L she d the rHHUlcl.B.r y lin e ) i1acl cup tu!"ed 

0' i)onoghue ;:;nfL ~J. i S "Gen-?ra l sr', :-:Tl·1 GO t }:J3 ::T.e.n oeuvres of t!1e 

; .- PU t. 

Land1 to enquire int o the s ituation of tl e outlying di stricts~ 

1:'1 +_;he Go verne r l s instructi on s l~e stat e ~l. that ::or the 1 nst 

two years reports h~d been comi ns in of gre~t disorder along 

t h e line o f t h e Saska t chewan, and that h e beli eved it would 

b e ne ce s sar~r to have a s .r:all bod.y of t r oops se~t to the J::,crts 

of t 11e Hua.son Be..y Corc.pan:l to as s ist in maint oii. ing peace 

and. order. Lieut . -.sutler travell ed. thr oue1 t he ·.~est and ma de 

a c areful i nves t i gation . He r evor t a d. murder and rapi ne, and. 

the d. ~1J.ge r of an I nc1i s~ war ;,.vi t~1 t :.J.e \'!hi t e race . 

'=he re ~-; .~ s 'J 0 TY8S'QOl1t1en c e \'ti th :.:r • :l.rClli b ald a nd. 

with i.Ir . !;:or r is cluri ns their te r r!ls o:? offi ce . 1! e ..:\d.j ut~"lt-

Gen~ral , Co l . ~01)ertson Ross , ! ~.ad.e 'i1is ra) ort , and to a ll o:f 

those Sir J ohn I.la cdonald gave c 2.reful con s i f..eration and s t art-

ed the o r gani zat ion of a f orce ~ p olice i n rega rd to dis-

c i ·p l ine, a l though ar:~ed. soldiers - a~1cl so t! e fa.~ous n orth 

,• ( . 
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Col. :frenc1..-.c, of ti1e ~~oyal ~ rtiller;J' , w~1o li~.d. lJeen 

in command of the 2ch ool of Gunner:;- at ~·~inzston , y,·as offere d 

and. accep ted corr.mand as Corcnissio2:1er, end Col. ~.:acleod, who 

r,~.'as in :Sn E'l ~n1d, received a cable to ret1.:rn as .Assistant 

Lieut. Governor ~orris, in ~is despatches repeat-

cd.l j?. urc-e c1. senc1 ing on t Le f~rc e, ani in ,Jnly of 1873, 'he re-

ported the Ahorrible Cypress Hills sassacre. ~he ~ritish 

. ~ . . ...,_ t rr; , • t 1 + i t ' t,., . .. ·._lnls:- e r a i.' asn1ng on 2. s o repor-.~eL -ne esse . In . ..1 e sprlng 

:::'i i~ty-five Assiniboine Incli2.ns 7Jere killed. 1)~' ·united States 

Jo1~derers , whiskey tra.f_ers, wll.o , in vi o lati ,) D. o f t i .. e ln:cs 

l1. · r - ·, 

i: ha7i !."l8 i) oen impaled on a sta~e e~nd then -place on ::!. 

hi..jh hill. 

Later it r.as :founcl thP.t the .i~ssiniboine . I~J.dians 

had been suspected 

fo~lowed a trail as f2r as , then ~ent on to 

? arewell's Trading ?ost in the Cypress Hills, where these 

Indians ~ere camped, then concealing the~sel~es in a coulee 

they opened fire right into t~e lodges of the Indians
1 

Kill-

i.n g T::ei1, women and c hildr·en • . 

This affair quickened ~he organization of the 

force. Lieutenant Gove r n ·:) r "·.:oYris wrote to t!~e ::inister of 

t he ~nterior t hat h e nbelieved t ~1e _rivy Counci l i.1a.d :ret 

not f nlly re a lized the r.:agni tude of tile tc.s~: t 1J.at :W.y before 

t h e l)Ol ice in the creati on of t 1:e insti tu.~ci on o:f civil iza-

tion in t he ~orth ITest, in the su~pression o~ cri~e t~ere 

e.nd in t e e maint enance of l~ 2~ceful relations \Vith the fierce 

tribes o:: the vast prairies beyond 1.:ani toban. 

The organization v.~as well u~der -vvay when t he 
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Al e::-:- :;:~l o. er :.~scKenz.ie , cncl h i ~1 rr.. inis t e :cs , co r .. tinued t:·.e Tio r k 

o f t h o o 2.d regi rr.e in ·. n shinc f or 7Ja r d. t.Le p oli c e . 

One hund.red ancl f ifty ;r.ount e cl.. poli ce v;e re sent 

to :::'ort Garr y , but t l:e G OVt'3~ nor s ent a lespatch statine that 

Sl'i. ch a nur1ber v;as quit e i n <:..d e q_uat e , and · seconcl coYJ.tint;ent 

wa.s sent up. T.Var had brok en out betv.re en the Crees and t h e 

Blackfoot;;~. · The Arnericens a lso h~.cl s. confli ct wi t h the Black -

fo o t , and deaths oc curr ed on .b o.th sir::_e s. ~he Assin i boines t o 

:=-:.:. e 3 iot~x r efugees i n Canada were ·:.l so ;)e CoL:i:.1. t; restive . · 
~ 

P...J.""l e ::·:t rac t _of a l e t ter frm~ :i.-t.i . Gov ernor :.~o rris \ 

to t ~ 4 e ~' r e:::ier, I-:on • .. 0~lexal'l cl er ~J:c:-~c1~.8~l.1~it=, sllr~s 1.:-p t l1e s itua­

t~- 0 ~1. It i s dated :-c~ o rt Garr y. 26 :Jee- , 1873 .. n~he. In.C.. i an q_ues-

t o solv e , 2;. 

a. e a 1 t VT ~ th . The t red i ng q ne s t i on i s ~~ v o r y serious one • 

There are so~~ eicht tr~ding p~sts in ou r Territories, com-

~encing 100 ~iles from t h e ~i s souri frontier in the region 

watered by the Belly and Bow Rivers, and running on to the 

Cypress Hills, ~1ere t he rrurder o f the ~ssiniboi~es took 

-91ac8 last summer. ':~r e co -;.. n t r y i ~ n e mas:: :fertile 

in t h e ~f o!"th 7fest, -:-;here horses a.nd cattle of all ~~inds :feed 

thefuse~ves and excele ent coal aliound~ I ~ creditab _y in­

for~ed 1:hat these Arr:eri c ans i r-rport ed last s uJrm:er 50 , 000 

buffalo robes, ~,, ort11 , s ay , .;)s . e a ch , or ~?400 , 000. and t o 

whi ch may be added :;~., 1o n , 000 . f or other furs, or a to ·~ al of 

.;p 500 , 000. :Lhey sell 1i'lhi si:ey , b r ee ch loaders , etc ., 

Indians, anc of c our s e p ay no dut y . A very s eri ous v iew 

of t'he matter apa rt from t h e dew.oralizat i on o f the, Indians 

is the precipitat ion o f t he g-.ce3 t d i ::fi cult i e s ~re wi 2.. 1 hc.ve 

t o encounter with t h e 8rees and . t h e Bla~kfoot, when the 

. - ·- - ---- _._....._ .......... - · -··-- ---· - -
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buffalo are ext inc t, an event ~~ich , at the ~r esent rat e of 
---.. 

may be locke~ for in five or 

~he s e cond contingent of the :.:ounte d. Police, 

w~ich had b een qua~ta red in the O!d Fort , Toronto , was s ent 

on , e nd t h e se were joined by the others stetioned at Old 

Port Garr y , at Juf fer in, the rendevous. 

Lt. G'overnor ?::orris, ahEl ~q}.onE? l ~~rench had con­·--fer r e d Vlith James ~.~cK :?..y a n d Pier re Levallier , two half- b reeds 

who 1c.o.ew t h e West thorough~y, regard ing t 11e l" oute to be f o1.-

lo 1ed by the -police, anct the Governor hc.d '1rr2ns ed v.ri th 

J.Jevs.llie r an d a band. of ha l f - b r eeds to acco~·L13:1y the fo r ce 

guides. 

'l:l'le Nort hern ?e~ c ifi c Rail,-.~ay surve:r -parties vrere 

escorted by 2000 troops through t~ e iLffierican Sio~~ territorJ, 

il1 t~ne surr...mer of 1873, several s:;,~irnis"hes t::.n'l so::-:.e loss of 

1 i [' e t o o :r p 1 a. c e , a!l cl when t 11 e I n t ern?.. t j_ o l"l a l ~) o 1m ct:: r::; s u:c-

in lc.rge nun:bers, to 'b e ready, if t he ir cl:..i ef t hought it 

wise, to :fizht, as they believed. tLe Aweric3ns h e.d. enduced 

the ::ngli sh with them to forr!l a ra:;:-:part 2.ga.i-:1st the 3 ioux. 

In consequence the surveyors had difficulty with t heir 

guides. To avoid all t h is it was decided the police sh ould 

travel across the plains more to t h e n orth. 

The little force, to the nu..rn11e r of 300 men, 

f iled out across the T~ rairie and p l ains · In clos e order the 

c avalc ade covered. a I!:ile and a h a lf , but on th e line of march 

us :tal ly e:-:tenc ed fr om f ront to re e.r guard f r om four to five 

rail ,) s. T~_rough t he heat of J u ly, .August &.nd September t hey 

journeyed o~ , and after c overinG 940 mi l e s , re ached their 

dest inat ion, the junc t ion of the Bow and 3ell y Rivers . T~·1e 

vlhi s 1::ey traders had heard of t heir a-rDr oach, an d f led. , leaving 

their posts standi~g. 

En route, at 1.\. oche 2 erc e e a t rco p under oo~-

__ .....__. .. 
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mand. of Lt. Col. J a rvis lu.:nched o-::: :o i n ,_ ~or tL1 vio. 

· :or~ =: llice, Fort ? i t t P .. 1 ~l ~ ort -Alrlet on t o Zdr~onton , t h ere 

t hey v1ere to be stationed in the old ~-:r~ son Bay £·ort ... 1len 

the rr:ai.n force reached t:iJ. e S\7eet Gro ss Hills the .JoT:.r~:issioner 

Colonel §rencn, and .:Jolonel ~ .:aclean p r t c e eded to Fort Benton 

in the Gni ted States, :~.:1d on tneir return EDe!lch wi t h t1o 

troops returned East, instructing Col. L~cleod to proceed norfu 

nest a :.1d build. a :?ort, na2-r. ing it after hi!nself. 'r i'le f orce 

olften c ame upon the 'buffalo, and near t 11e 3o"7 :-i i ver sighted 

n er·eat herd of about 80,000 , the -plai :2s li terall:T black 

~ith them as far as the eye could see. 

Col. ~acleod sent s~all de t ~~h~en~s of t ne 

p alice to reconnoitre the u·pp er course of t ::.e ri vero ~"l'J.d 

open l"i:p co::.rr.unics.tion v;i th Fort Benton. He secured. the ser-

vices of Jerry Potts , a ~iegan half bre e d , a s g uide and 

ii.'l terp:r·eter, and sent Li s r::en to v;or: ... t o b uild :3'ort : :acleod. 
-

t hi s c· D. ll~:.nt officer c-:1d. i1is ~e. soci s.tes s con \·;orr 
-------- ------ -- -- -

and frienctsr .. ip. _ . ~~ 

,o 1. French b ui 1 t ?ort ::'it .:1;, \~;l::.ich o eca~e t1 e 

:headquarters of the police, and qua.rtere~.l troo-ps ·at Ellice 

~-nd 8s.rleton. Leter he re s i.::;ned a.nd wn.s s :.i ocee ;~ ed - by :Jol. -
-

"" 
Col. Irvine joined the mount e0 police ~s Assistant 

Cor::r:: issioner in 1875. Ee trB.velle d throu~h Uni tee .. 3tstes 

territor:,:- by way of t Le = -~issouri, in o1·der to :trace :l.-p the 

G~/'press .E-iills muraerers, and. told r:r:e o f :-n is e:::periences. After 

. h+ 1 • +")}..., cl S.,_v8arr'er ··r1e r_l ~. -~l· .ried. +..o s-f·rl·::-e 8l g u8 t3:1 Cv':!.yS ln a Pre v'-' !.e - -- - •..4.. v v J -

the tre il, Ln d with hi 3 r::c.n servant c ot off .'1.t 

·;rl.;. e:re t!' e 2: ndian asent ~.rro.nged for ti.1e i r t :rf1nsport to 

:-I;:;lena. Tlley started on t !1e ir 1 one; j ou.:rncy th:rnt_l_eh a country 

h eld in ~-re8.t dread ·by the J.nericans on e.ccount of tb.e Sioux, 

with whom they were at war. Before leaving, The .Colonel uas 

-- · _...._. ... _ ___.. • - - .. ~ _ ... . ..Mill' .Jt.. .. ......,., - · - -

..._,_- • "=""~-"-- • ..._... ..... ..... ... - • 

\. . 
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s:1o-:'n1 the grave o f ~ ·~ex'!:ster vri-.o ...-:as sLot clO\'ffi• At n ight 

t Le f2T~ic.e n ould pitcl1 the tents son:, r~i. stance from tLo 

would attract t~e Siou~. =n route, Colonel Irvi~e s ot ~ord 

of and traced. n p i:he ·pr inc i ~al w: tness of t!1e C~;--press Eills 

!':":assacre, Alex. l t:: :Bor!10c.rc1, a half bree · . .L , ;-;J:_o l at er led. 

the Siou:v: at 3atoche. He oc compani eri. tile Colonel to Helena .. 

it BentoU. they awai te (1 tn.e r:ai 1. T"f_e ere at --h e rd of buffalo 

on trJ.eir r::1 arch sou ~l1 ~1 .qd. ~-=~1o c:ced. clown the t eleg ra. pll -"J oles, 

and the connection between 3ent on an1 ~elena ~as cut off • 

..r: t the latter pla ce the~/ found ·Jolonel :."'a cleocL awai ti.nG their 

arrival. The Go~r.n:issi..o·:J.ers l .':.i C.. evidence nc;sii.'lst the r.:urder-

ers sn-: -·/lent to :?ort :::.en ton . A :cnric.s: .!. . .Lr oops SUl"round.ed the 

l)lRce c.nct t he :r1en were arrest ed. a nct tel-:en to :::elena. · .A la.cyer 

nas e~ga.ged a.nd a tr iJ.l f ollowed. S: te .::; ,_i~2'!:issioners were kept. 

nearly thr~e ~onths tr~icc to set t~e sen extreditea, but 

the {3J~ericans ,,,oulct .1ot consent· J:l.:.0 S:;J 1:. ·n -~-,ere lles p er2.C.oes, 

vr11is1-::ey traders r..·T. il:ol:t'ers . '.Then th8 Le· . "\/ere relea.sed a 

p l at fo r rr: \'laS erect eC. n_na. t:1e ."' e fen:=:.e-:.1.-t s r:1a :ie speeches. One 

said "f_ e vvould v;p.d~ ?.:ne e deep in British "'Jlo od r ath er tha.n 

nand them over - t ·~· l en fl?..ltered, ?¥nd a l ittle .r: a.:1 , whose legs 

were v e ~r unsteady hurled l:..i s hat in tLe a ir, anu ss.id ne-xt 

to t he Stars and stri. -~) es . he would r 1th-:-.. r live nncter t"'1e Union 

Jacz . The le gs gc.ve out PwJ..!.d. :'le vr ~ts i1oi st e cl up to s~.;l , "~e-

!-r:enber , no n a.ttel" \Yhethc r t!~e~/ P.re InC ians or .Je~·roes if they 

are 3 ri tish subject s tl·.~. ey ~:ce "":'Jrotectea· · . lha h::tt T.-~~s 2 .. :_:ain 

u:J m.nd the l -2.-;:-s < ·~_: v- e out al-:; orr-ether. ~he ere (.;t 
L ~ ~ -

fi c;ures 

picture . ~hey le arne d t~st thre e of t~ose implic3t~d in the 

r!'.urder v:e re sti 11 in ':; .. n ·•d ian t e:rri tor:,r , ?1Yld. ""'Then tr_ey Tiere 

c aptured. Colonel Irvine to ok t hen: to ~iinni-pee . h e founC. the 

otta-\va fo::~ p emiss ion to return to God ' s country, as he culls 
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.:~llt erta . He went by w.ay of ~-!ood :.:ounta.i:n.. e:1.cl ~J~rpre tiS IIills. 

Le :Sombard. and. Jac1c, !f u1:.e :~. •1 Wi-.. o ~o o~c tl:e 

~he y oung chief of the Assiniboines, ~ere the witnesses sent 

leo.sed. 

A came of great aiL""{iet ::-- to the po l ice n a s the 

e.rri val o:: t h e Sioux. :i::h e ... -ll!:eri cans had lons -o een at wnr 

with t h ese warriors, and aft er their victory 07er Gwne r~l 

Suster the Sio~~ a gain beean to cross the nor ders ta:2ng 

:.k;.~1Y po1verful. Siotrx chief'o cai'!:e v1i th t ;.eir foll o7rii:s a nd 

finally , in ~-~ay 1877-, Si.. t tine Bul l c..nd r.:.is il::x.edi2.te fol-

lo...-::- in.;: crossed over. Yli th t1!e erri v~.l of .?. "!.l t~1ese w~riors, 

tho hereo~itary enerr.ies o£ the native t Ti e s of Jr;.1..1r:-: da , t'here 

s r eat d anger of a e ene ral I~diLn uvri s in~, and tr1e rapid 

ex terninati on of the 3 uff nlo, their onl y r::e~'rrs o-f s :.-.. ~:~art, 

wns driving the Indi2.ns to d es·peretion, s o t hat it re -1.uired. 

tle greatest tact and ~1rmness to control the v a rious elements · 
'-' - -

g, ... td._ered in the_ neighborhood o'£ the 8ypress nills. He:ce were 

,._,rees, 3aultea.ux, Assiniboines e ncl Siou.."'t. ::Lhe rcfusees, 

t!~e 3iouz, had with tl1em tfieir 2 ing Geor:;c med.als and they 

decl~ :ce d their fatners hacl always consi Lter':)d th.e:mselves 

3ritish subjects, a.ncl.. tl.1at they ·.::auld n ot s 'onit t o the 

rule of t'he n~ong Xn i vesH' 2-S they call ed the . .:;...n:erica.ns. It 

req_uirec .. the :.:.otmted Police to be continnal:!.y mn the a lert 

to ~) revent ·~' liaS ~ili ties between the tribes. 

I u ould refe r historians to ":Papers rela.tint; to 

th.e s -:_onz Indians of t1.1e t nit ed Stat e s vih.o h ave tc..~c en. r·efuge 

in C2.ne.dian ~erri tory , p rint eel con :£:ic1ential l y for the use of 

the :.:inisters of the 8ro·.m", 1876- ?9. In this is recorded 

tbe ir.terYie1;rJs between the Sio~ anc. th8 officers of tl1e 

- ... ...___ ... ______ ---- ~-· --
. - --· ----..........___....__ 
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=~ounted ?alice. Another \Yor~ o:f i:oportance is .:.;a"[ttain :)enney 1 s 

Jounnal -"The :rtiders of the Plainsn - which uust not ·be 
,..... ---

confused with a recent v1 or~-\: which a .... )su.me d t;~e s~r.:e tit le by 

A. L . Hs.yc:on. 

About this tir:.e Col. Irvine carrre into contact 

vrlth the notorious :Big Bear, the .-;ree chief who played so 

conspicuous a part in the half-breed rebellion. 2e rad stopped 

the Government survey ors and co-c:Lp lai:lt s were ~ .. rought to the 

Co1TJTiander • He selected 26 rr.en armed \7i th ~:!inchester rifles 

(previous to this they had used the Sni der carbine) and · 

proceeded to tne scene of trouble; arrivi~G ~t t:e south 

i:Iat now stands, tbe ~r found a laree number o f 3 l ooc ... Indiens 

c~E? ed. These hnd heard of 3ig Bear's interference with t ne 

snrve~rors, a.nd kne\r.r the 1::ea'!1ing of the pre sence of" the police. 

~ hat night the police c : ·:~;iped with the 3loo·1s, a _sreat fire 

w~s burning and presently a ll the brave s ~2Ee 

arouncl. Then they rose and throwir:g a.sic1e their blankets, 

stood in tr..eir war paint with nothin; on but t'[:eir breech 

cl outs and mocassins and_ aiT:.ed with rifles. Ho! 0 !!:uket stu ... -r:ix 

(:Bill Bull) Ho1 we will so with you. r:e will kill :Big Bear" 

t1::ey excleimed. The Colonel v: ithheld his al:s,i?er until the 

r!-: o n1in.c1 The :01 oorls save tl eir war da.nce, c h2.nted their wa.r 

sons, and tne warriors recounted their r.:any deeds of va.lor,. 

occasionally mentioning the nane of 0 mm~ et surr:ix, the 

... ., ,.., "" "' - · ., ( na-xe Willen .:>apo l '. .... 2 .. :. l L C.. CroYTfoot) the Head Cht ef_ of tfi_e_ 

~lackfoot had given ~ol . Irvine. --
The next ~orninff he told the ~hief it ~ot ld not 

do to tB.lce the trir)e , :)ut he mi cnt corr.e with one o:f 11is 

braves. Tbe Ind.i 2ns t !len s howed the ford e:1.n d the perty cross-

eel over, though one of the police v;a s nearly swe-pt away 

in the swift currect. Reaching Big Bear's c 2mp it looked 

o~inous. The women and children had been sent away. The 
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-..~olone l ignored. :aig :Sear ~~nd -rnent to t11e tent of the sur-

~eyors. Then carne Bis 3ear ~ith a ler~e nr~ber of ~is 

br~vesa Col. Irvine told him i f he ir~ er:fer ed with t:i:1e work 

of the survey ors he would arrest and loc~ ~it up in the 

s-uo.rd roor.:1 at C~y-press tiills . A 3l r::ekfoot rt1nner arr ived at 

ttat moment with le~ te rs for t Ge c~m1 , and it occurred to 

~ig Bear this was a concert ed acti n between the Bloods, 

Bleckfoot, and tne police to attac~ him. Ee , t~erefore, 

submissively consente 3.. to let the surve~rors go on with 

their ~-vork, and. this was t11e l ast time they were interfered 

·with by eny of t:'le 1.::r .:_bee;. 

Big Be:::.r :1.z:i oeen uresent t;. t -';1~e Freat -:-~art .?itt A.; _____ ...... -

j_reaty n eGotiated by ~C;ieut. Governor ~.1orri~ 1:-:: e refroed to 

sicn but -pron:ised to do so sor:e ti:;:-:.e · :.=.e ',·:as t~en -p~:. ctically 

desertec. by his follo,.",ing , ·:nC.. 'tr1e~r ~oined other bencl..s who 

too}t I'res.ty. 'lhe Ghi ef ·;:a:1d.ered o::'f alone; lc:·t0r "'1e u~.s 

joLJ.ed by all the ~~:~.- re.content s o:f -~;£_r_~ - -.~2st, ~nc1 :1ecace t!1e 

..;re2 t ·Jhi ef ~""· we ~t i~ rass o? the J?la.i ~_ s 8rees. He would not 

settle, and used to fre ~·t . ent t he j;.,~-~r e ..... s Hills. ·Nhile here, 

Col . Irvine got ~::ord o:: en attach he nad -p lanned to I!la1re on 

?ort Walsh, so t 12.t when h 0 C f.: r~e \':ith l::. is braves in their 

vrar "fHlir:.t read:, ... to fi~:}j,-L;, he 1v·:')s e: ... v;ed by tr:e f ront .. .:;l1e 

p olice presented.. L~;,.ter h e c at::e to the 1 ort and Co . Irvine, 

a -:~ter rr:uch persu~:.l sion , at length incluce i::in to sign nis 

adhesion to the Tr eaty, t~en , after ~ tur~ on the plans f nr 

buffalo, he starte i in tle Jireotj o~ of ht s rccervation, 

ne~r ?ort ?itt, t~e country t e ori~~na_ly ~s~e freE. Unfor-

t: cat ely on lis r;;ay 11 e met ::?e i.l' s ruu.ne ::s wi tn nessage s from 

the re1>el let".!.c1er to r!lee t l~ im a.t ::Ju.c~·.: Lru·:::.s . !J:l1is 'lle "'i d. and 

the p ror~ise of c rea.t .c:.:s.in siNa~.recl the :;hi e f and he j oi:J.ed t.ne 
---

half-breeds. 

One of :c1y r:ost ·yrecious relic s is Bie: Eear ' s own: 

- - .. - .. -.--. ....., ,_ .... ~ ..... 
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cor-~7 of' his ~).dhesicn to the rreety , uhic~1 :.Jol onel Irvi:.1e 

zave me l~tely.~ 

Is shall briefly refe r to the hal:t: breed rebellion 

and the part Col. Irvine too, in it· 

On 

telegraphed to Regina:- " Half 1)ree:i rebelli on liable to 

brea~ out any ~oment - troo ps must be largely reinforced. If 

the half breeds rise India.l1S caill join tl:ew". 

~he Commissioner, Col. Irvine, v:ire ~ to Ottawa 

recorr~en ~ ing that a hundred ~en had better be sent at once. 

Ihe Li eutenant Governor :JewcLne:~:- advised !:is go ins north, and 

on l"i.arch 18th he left E.egine... ~;-;i th a d.etacin:.ent of ninety cf 

t~e police. He passed through 8hief ?ieapots r9serve, then 

0::1 throuBh the .__:u Appelle Vall e2-', and into t!~e ~ 0uchwood 

Hills. ~Tnile c ~\~p ed here, ne2.r Great Salt :?l2ins,.:2. e got 

n cor::municati on from Superi 1t en: ent Cro3i er thr' t Indians 

J::·.sc. joined the half breeds , v·rl:o hnd made -:_;rj_so:'lers of sev-

eral VThi t e s at Duck La~e, 2-nd. that t11eir -plan 77as to seize 

en::,' troops cor!'ling into tne count ry at -the ::ort!1 3rench, then 

m:1rch on Carlton, then on ?rince Albert. En route for Carlton 

t h e Colonel le~rned that 400 half breeds and Indians were 

gathered at the South Branch, Batoche' s , re ady to stop his 

crossing the ::river. He, t herefore, c·j,enged .. 1i s course and 

cros sed the river at Agnew's ~rossing . The half breeds were 

enre.~ed at his having out- ru.f!.: .. ouYred t1le :Y.. , t:::_vi.n~ passed 

throui3h a country in t 1:ej.r possession and f r r:.ed a junction 

with Crozier's forces· He reac~ed Prince ~lbert on the 24th 

after a n~rch of 291 miles in seven days. ~~ t:en ~roceeded 

to Jarlton. On the way he eot a despatch from Supe rintendent 

Gagnon at t l-J.8t -place, stating t'hat Crozier h .__ .. d :riarchvd out 

and e:xchanr: ed shots with t he rebels at :Duc:-r: Lr:ke a.nd wa.s re­

tir-:.ng on Jh::_: rlton, and 1l e!~e he and. Irvine met. ~he Com-

r.lissioner hacl now to decio_e VT!-.:.ich of the l~ laces - Carlton 
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or Prince .d.lbert - wa.s to be n:e. -1. 6 t he base of operations. 

He favoured evacuating Carlton as he reBarded Prince Albert 

as t h e key to the Tihole posit ion. He i:el,,! a council regarding 

this, a.:1.c .. it was dec ided t~::.at :he s<:::fet::r of tr1e country _lQ..y in 

ens1ring Prine Albert of being placed in a tenable position. 

It was a[;'reed. that ?riY:ce Al ... ert ~~1' the cot ntr~T ir:mediatcly 

a.dj oinint; it re-present e 1 wJ1at might be terned :be whole white 

settlerr.ent where the lives 0nd inte~esto of the ~eople lay. 

TLe country to the ~1outh , a.l ..: eady in t}i.e ·t ossessi.on of the 

rebels, \-Ias composed of t:_eil .. ov:n half' breed settlements 

and. f f: :rT: lo..nd.s. 
I 

G:.here is ::1 0 c1oubt t~at the -~, r0sence of tne· 

police fo rce saved Prince Albert from f r ~ lins into tne 

}!_ ~nels of the rebels . The Siou::- settled. ne3.r t hi s -place did 

love on ?rince Albert, ancl aba.ndoned t1::.e1r r a ic1, v.rhen in 

close ~o:c oxi!!'li ty the;/ s2.-.,7 tr1e tro i..l of t~1e police; beside s 

t:his the loyalty of ~an:r of those a.t thnt tirr:e ebout ?rince 

Albert and. the surroundin.s· cou.ntry 1lra s not ot a ll certain; 

these the police k ept in check. .-. 

The normal po-pule.t ion of Prine e J!.f b.. _'. _T was '700, 

now the refugees 11ad increased. it t o 1500. It w .s a strag 

~lin~ settlement, stretchin~ five and a half miles. The· . 
'-' '-' '-' 

Colcnel hed 225 mounted "YJ olice and 300 Prince Al1)ert volun-

teers. 

On the 25th of !·t .. ~rch Col. Irvine received the 

:fo llowinz telegra~ fror. the Co~lJt ro :_ler: !! :.:.L..,jor Gene ral 

co~andin5 ~ilitia proceeds forthwith to ~ed 2iver. On his 

c;rriva l .;n militar:,;-- 0 9ernti ons when a.ctinG -: ith milit ia take 

orders from him. n 

Subsequently Irvine got a message fr om General 

1.:id.c1leton se~ying he ~.l .?.. s t1:o~ llndel""' 1"1i s o1·U.ers and to re'Qort 

to him. ~his Col. Irvine ( id. 

In some tmeccountable way it was for a ti~e 

- . ··-"" ------ ------~ ........... ~~ ..... -,.._,._-
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Con:nander should h c.ve attuc·::ed the r ebe1s on the nort:h 

vid e 0 f :J!=I.toche' at ~~he scr:e t ir:e that 7 ~iddlet on t s col u:m 

was attacl-~ ing it on tl::.e O:?lJOsi te si (1e o . t l1n river . 

In the first instc. _._ce ']ol. Irvi ne L~~1 s 1ggested 

to ~ .Ciddleton that t hei 1· forces should co:r1bine, e j ther by the 

C01:1.:issioner going out "'Nith 'his col~n, or b~r _.:idd.l eton 

joi:J.ing t~e police at :?rince _llbert. Tl:.i.z \"l::;. s before tne 

Colonel knew that the 350 ~e~ ~ere joine~ by the 1000 Een 

follo vv ing e a.ch ot her in r apid succession. ... .... essrs. kcr~:mRtl 

~.:c:Jowall c.nc1 3edson brou .-~ht the Colonel c;., ::: ,ssage fro:n the 

Geners 1 ;_r/!1 i ch stated t h8.t the General '~.vould ehga.§:e the enemy 

at 3atoche on the 18th of .April. 1l}).ey st ?. tcd. that :.:i cLC.laton's 

orders f ~r the Colonel were n ~t to attack. On the 19t~ 0 .~ 
....... 

A~ril the Colonel made a re~onLaisance in force in t~e direc-

tion of 3~.toche, ancl_ IYi'8S >J8d fol·r:a:rd. h is 2C0 't.i.tS , but z aine ·:!. 

no info :cr::at ion o f :·.-1iddleton ' s troo-ps l1 ein_:· hear Bo.toche. 

Irvine's scouts ~.) rousht word . .A..;11B. t ::irld.leton uas 

rr..oving on ::lark 's Crossinc- , a1~C:t l r:.t er aL.o t·ler o~ his scouts 

b rought a d espatch from t~·e :J.eneral t hat he had. been o.tte.ched. 

at ? ish Cre ek on the 24th, had driven the ene~y ba ck after a 

sr.:srt fig-ht, but would not re .. eat. In it he s2.id 'i:.e h:;.d. order-

ed Otter to send a regiEent on to 2rince Albert if 1 e could 

spare it. 

~here was ~reat d nnc-c r at t,1is ti~e that the 

rebe ls wou l d att em~t to seize the settleGe~t- I ~ill quote 

fro~ a letter from Father Andre , vvl:o v:a.s -t~ .. G:r-8 at the tir:!e , 

\'.r r ~tt en in 1890: 

"If in cons e-quen-ce of sor.:e fato .. l r~i st~.ko tl:e rebels 
t _e 

had carried the vlace I am certain t !1at rebell ion Tiould h ave 

l asted longer, spreadin£ , as it ~auld bave done, u~on a :reat 

er ~rea of country. You have be en blar!led, I :;...::no\7, for having 
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ga[ed with him in t!. .. e outbrea.l( . .t~ej_l I s:-.;..',v eve ry day for 

··o, ,r· 1---on+-11:-t dtl ·n-- ~ - ~ -.. . ., - ti ·t-o- <:l + ~ _ -" ~~ o r 1 c __ l •..3 l.i o 0 _ v 1 J ..... " 7 e ~i~a before bis ex-

ec~ .ttion , and in conv~:r: sinc; :-,' i th hi:. c.'Jo · ~t the Sc; ·era.l 

phas es of the rebe llion I particula- ly en~li~ed from h im 

e;~. ve.:. to t,1e rebel.!.iOl U8\7S spre~d~~c 0ver tte ~orth-

Indians , Crees, or 318-c:-~ foot ~vould !1av E:: t3.=.:ne ar:::s s.t once, 

-r:orP. ~onsiC.era'ble tl:.an tt:. ey ·were, indeed , :.ut , s.:'l-id : .... eil, 
~ 

we ',Yel·e e:q;ecting t!1e Solo1;el to le2.ve ~i t:h his 1~en/ ?rince 

.zilbert ~na. GO ing to the Iront to join Gener~l :-.~iddleton. In 

t hat cc.se v1e ha.ve rn.acle UIJ our r.-.inc ... to me.::e a raid on ?.rince 

!1.l1)ert, following th(3 tra.i l alOY.l£Si ~1e of the sout~1ern br2.nch 

of the SasL3tchewant ana ~a il in a kind of jo~e s ~id to Ee: 

1'It r:n..s fo:rtnnate, ~a.tr;.er .Anire , th&t the Jolone1 stayed at 

~;rince Albert. for oth.er\'iise ~.,. ou V'!or:.ld hnve receiverl a visit" . 

in YJ.ot r:ovi ng from .?ri:1 ..... e . 1 bert. 1.· he \;" .. lO ~e po-pu.lati on of 

-t;·1e re :for rotection, w~s eilt ru ~-:e ... to ::-our c2re and ~-ou 

,.,s to be attac~ed 

_.:icl leton ." 

..;.....;, 0 
~.I.J.v ~ O! .. e t J ou were ::one to join General 

~ne poli\._;e sc 1ts YTere _ct~"tT e, often Le.viLg 

\. 
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s}~ir~r.i._.l-·cs ;:ri th t h e n:en er:plo;re j on .;.iE:il <::!.. r c1r:.t~: 1) ... - :.:.e ' l , 

who fr8qt entl~- trieo_ to scant r .:.. 2·llt L.1to -·· ri ··1c.:e - ll"J ert . 

S:.'1:e pe rsonne 1 o±' th~; ? ri:a.1.ce .\.~1; er -.: ~oluntv er 

coc·panie s w~s ~ade up o f hal: bree:.ls s,s 'i el..L e.s -,;[_it e 1::en , 

~nd the .:;olo:r:el could no·t S fiJ enou['h in i;Leir pr3.ise . 

... Tiddleton c_ia. not a ttac1: :Sato ·.;he until the 12th 

of : . ~9;).-r . He ti-1en defeated tr1e r~bels , end 'n:roueht h is forc e 

of 1200 rcen - scouts, artillery and i n f(;.ntry - to .=rir..ce 

.b.lbert. S::he Cor::r:issioner :re·o orted t o hi -:1 r:e could t.:':.=:;:e .:..n.t o 

the fi"" ld u ~orce of 175 · ... o~nted men , ·:-;~10, .:..Lh:e h i1""1Self, ~::2-nted 

active s e rvi c e, in pursuit of the rebel =t: 3e~r, but t~e 

G ene~al co~sidered it rrore i~~ortant for +1o ~ali ce still to 

rer;_& ~ n ~t : r ir:c e ... i..l 'J ert • 

. 1e r C.. e south to Duck L .. ~~e , and disa rr.ed G. o:;Ivl of Indi ans 

c -lL:rpe · . tLere. On the 8 ..~-h o-: ne, a cting :_der ins~r ctions 

fr . 1!1 t ... e :=2-nister of .~.:ili tia, n e s.L. a rted a . .u. esc ort fran: 

_rinca :lbert wit~ forty re1 e l prisoners, 0ut had to -ec~ll 

the se, a s ne g ot orders f r f .. -~i Cldletion -:o s e-... d out a.s :-:a.!:ly 

:::ounted. T!len as possible to cross tt.e r.:.ver a.(.. ·,J e rlto-.1 and 

pa+ro :_ to'-'7 "' ~is Green L:....l:e, 

sUpfOSed to ~ e nsking in t~~t di rec tion . ~rea p s nere scuur­

i nc t:1e country in all directions in -:_;ursui t of t:: ·~s r-e'he l 

c1lief , 'hut !1e ho.d lJeen de serted by "Sho · .. oocl Cre =-s an ' i .:;rept 

nl on~ Indian trails b et'.•,r ee::l t~. e coluC!Tls o..c· I r v'i e and. O-tter, 

0n<t ·,a s :finc. ll~.,. c a ptt:z::red l)J a sergeant e.n (l thrt e of ~ t.e L:ount-

e ~.t p olice, vih om ~!~ rvi.a.~ had left at ·~ arlton. 

n his return Irvine found so ... e of Bi .:>· Bear's 

follo~ers encamped near ,Jarlton. He arrested these nnd took 

them to ?rince Albert, and on +~e 11th le sent Inspector 
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:Jro.~'ne r v1 i th :Big Bear and other r;:risoP.,ers to feg i:J.a . J:h.e same 

left for th~t ~lace himself. 
! .. I 

.. 1
i r,t"n e ") t ·1 f "0 • o- ":) ;... ' ~ • n 1 · sod e ~ ~,., a-p , L re o. _, :_!:,) .i...)ear \·'7:18 .:::e J..l a e·p1 

·, 

in t~e rebell ion o ~ 1 885 :::\eil and ::?oundn:a:~er he..ying b oth 

I have not given an account of the lliove~ent s of 

the police ferae a.s a wbole, but onlJ t!1ose under Irvine's 

cor0.Jnand , and heve cr2.7.'n 'f'-:•.::I account fror:1 i"Lib reports as. Com-

missioner. 
'1 .) 86 

The year s.fte r the Rebellio ... ~ Colonel Irvine re-

s:!. gned from the police, and beca.."'!:e age-:-:t to h is old fTiends, 

tt.e . lood Indians - the.t to him was an i::le : l life- and 
I 

t !:o J loods cannot s:;,:-r enoue;n in 1:is praise. _Later, 1:;392, 

' .· j 
' t ~.=~ni toba.. ~he Colo 1el told r.:e VJhen i. 8 u .... ed to visit h is IJre-

clecessor, Colonel _;e (l S0 (.1, he t1~ ought it the ·:r.os t lonely -plece 

in tl:e Dorld, an·i lit t le tl:out:;ht h :-; ·-:ou l d s-·)en d so r.:an.y years 

there , but he threvv r ir~self int o the ·;:or:-.: , a.ncl the prison 

is a n odel. Ee aios to help those who are uniter his c:t:arge, ) 

rrore t~an to ~unish t h em. 

Stoney ~.~ountai n i s a plateau ri sin rr above the 

prai rie. At nig~t the li ~hts of ~innipec a re seen from lis 

broad vernnd.sh, and Lere visit-

ors , 2nd it wa s a relief to his frienr?..s thrrt he pulled 

ti.1rou 0 h a s eve re illn.: ss lrst winter. 11..ll honor s houl he .. 

s1lo\·vn to him for Le t:::i.: much to o:--en t2:.c c~istant ~Test to 

settle~ent, and quie t t h e ·vvwnriors of t h e p lai-:a.s. 


