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9:00AM to 
11:00 AM 

All day 

Lunch 

4 to 8 PM 

5:00PM 

5:30PM 

Evening 

lazier Reunion 

Saturday August 17th 1991 

Prince Edward Community Centre 

Schedule of events 

Registration at the Community Centre 
Browse the exhibits, view the family tree 

Linger and meet your cousins at the Community 
Centre or take all or part of the tour of 
Lazier Houses outlined on the following pages 

Make your own arrangements for lunch. There are nice 
spots for a picnic wherever you go on your tour today, 
try Northport Park, or the Lazier Cemetery! 

Cash bar at the Community Centre 

Group Photograph outside Community Centre 

Cold buffet 

Adjourn 

Places of Interest 

Welcome to Prince Edward County, Ontario known locally as "The County". Whether you 

have come across America, across Canada or as some of our cousins today, from 

across the Atlantic Ocean you are in for a treat if you have not seen the County before. 

Two hundred years ago the American Revolution had been over for seven years. 

Nicholas Jacobus Lozier (as his surname was spelled) and his wife Charity Conklin 

already had 8 children, 7 of whom were still living. The 85 acres owned by them in the 

Hackensack Valley of New Jersey would not be enough to sustain the next generation 

and there was no more land to be had in that area. Settlers, including Loziers, had lived 

in that valley for over one hundred years, but it was time to move on in search of land for 

their children. So they sold their acreage to Nicholas' brother Peter and followed the 

example of their younger sister Maria, and her husband Peter Forshee who had come to 

Canada around 1788. 
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The Laziers (as it was spelled in Canada) travelled up the Hudson River and then 

spent a month at Schenectady building their own boat which brought them the rest of the 

way to Canada. Family records have them arriving November 6, 1791. 

They brought slaves, cash, livestock, iron kettles to make maple sugar, a churn full 

of honey, and lengths of wire gauze which they had used in their fanning mill in New 

Jersey. 

In Sophiasburgh Township, Prince Edward County, on the easterly 130 acres of lot 

18, west of Green Point the family settled. First a log house would have been built. Later, 

around 1837, son John N. Lazier constructed a beautiful cut stone house which has been 

faithfully restored largely through the efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Pate. 

Lazier House at Northport 

The Laziers were millers and operated one of the earliest mills in the County. 

There is reference made to it supplying the Town of York (now Toronto) during the War 

of 1812. Remnants of the mill are still to be found, in back of the house. Just to the east 

lies the Lazier/Crank Cemetery with burials dating from 1805. 

The front door opens into a square reception room and stairs are hidden, enclosed 

in a boxed staircase behind the hall. The door has a single key latch on the inside and 

no doorknob on the outside. During restoration the walls were reassembled to rest on 

the surface of the floor according to the plan of the original home. The dormers have 

been restored and the front windows refitted with appropriate twelve over twelve sash. 

The "Greek Revival .. two-panel front door and the superbly fashioned "Palladian dormer" 

are of interest to architectural historians. As was customary for the more stately homes, 

the door and window mouldings in the dining room and parlour are much more elaborate 

than in the rest of the house. 

The original kitchen has an open fireplace with a solid slab of stone forming a wide 

hearth. The oven attached to the fireplace was built so baking could be done without a 

door. Of special interest is the stone windowsill on the left side of the fireplace ... a perfect 

spot to cool pies and bread from the oven. Most of the rooms on the first floor were 

connected to the kitchen by a door. A large stone extension which led to a double 
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carriage shed, included a long summer kitchen and woodhouse tail, also housed kitchen 

help. Of note is the unusual indoor privy, which can be viewed even today. 

Adjacent to the kitchen was a pantry. This is now a bathroom with the original bars 

still on the window. It is thought the bars were to prevent wild animals from helping 

themselves to the food stored there. The borning room, where generations of Laziers had 
their children, and where the sick were nursed, is now just a closet. The "slip room" where 
a small girl tended the fireplace has been removed to accommodate the modern kitchen 
off the sitting room. The upstairs front dormer area is thought to have been used as a 
chapel, and a prayer bench still remains. 

This house was also equipped with an ingenious pipe and conveyor system to 
bring water from the bay up the bank, and into a trough which carried it into the house. 

French drains were also built around the outside of the house. These were trenches filled 
with round stones, and covered with flat stones and earth, leading away from the house. 

This "Lazier House" is presently owned by Prince Edward County native Mr. Peter Cole, 

who resides in Toronto, but spends much of his free time enjoying his home in Northport. 
The beautiful lawns, tennis court and swimming pool, now part of this homestead, are 
testimony to the pride he feels in ownership of this fine historic property. We thank Mr. 

Cole for permitting us to view the house on the day of our Reunion. Please remember 
that this is a private home and treat the property and all others on your tour today with 

appropriate respect, and care. 

To get there from the Community Centre turn left on Highway 49, turn left on 

County Road 6, and right on County Road 5. Four kilometers (2.5 miles) from the 
Community Centre on your left you will pass the Abraham Lazier house mentioned next. 
Continue on County Road 5 through Demorestville (named after Nicholas' cousin 
Guillaume Demorest who founded the town. Guillaume was a son of the other sibling of 

Nicholas Jacobus, Maria and Peter, namely Catherine Lozier who married Jacobus 
Demorest, born 1732). At the stop sign, 12.5 km (7.7) miles from the Community Centre 
turn right to Northport. You will be on County Road 15. The Nicholas Lazier house 

mentioned below is on your left at 16.3 km (1 0 miles). Continue through Northport to 

Bayview Road on the left at 22.1 km (13.7 miles). At 22.6 km (14 miles) you will be at the 
Lazier house at Northport. To avoid over -crowding we suggest that those with even

numbered license plates take the trip to Mountainview, Milltown and Lonsdale first, and 

visit this house on the way back. 



4 

Abraham Lazier House, Yerexville Road 

The former home of Abraham Lazier is on Lot 1 0, concession 2, Hallowell 
Township, North-West of Carrying Place. Abraham was the second -youngest son of 
Nicholas Jacobus Lazier and Charity Conklin, the first born in Canada (1792). He was, 
like his father, a Magistrate. His sons John and James were the Lonsdale Laziers. The 
house has been featured in Belden's Atlas, 1878 and in The Settlers Dream at page 165. 
It probably dates to the 1830's. 

House of Nicholas Lazier 

Fully half of those attending the Reunion today are here because of descent from 
Nicholas Lazier (1781-1864), and his wife Catherine Cogburn. All their descendants are 
entitled, provided they are loyal subjects of her Majesty the Queen, to append to their 
name the initials "UE". This honour was granted to those who remained loyal to the Crown 
in the American Revolution and who came to territory under the control of England by 
1784 when the Treaty ending the Revolution took effect. All descendants of those people 
may use the initials - which stand for the Unity of the Empire. Catherine Cogburn was a 
daughter of Elizabeth Cole who in turn was the daughter of Simon J. Cole UE. 

On lot 33 west of Green Point in Sophiasburg Township, between Northport and 
Demorestville, Nicholas and Catherine built a house which still stands today. Unlike Peter 
Cole's house, mentioned above, it has had most details of architectural significance 
removed over the years according to The Settlers Dream page 294. Nevertheless its age 
and its connection to so many of us makes it an important edifice for Lazier Reunion 
visitors. 

Mountainview 

Richard Lazier ( 1805-1871) was the eldest son of Nicholas Lazier and Catherine 
Cogburn. One of the first of the family to move from the County, he went north around 
1828 to Tyendinaga Township in Hastings County. Here on lot 5, concession 1, 
Tyendinaga he built a house known as "Mountainview" which was pictured in Belden's 
Atlas, 1878. It is still used as a residence today. The house can be reached by travelling 
east on County Road 15 from the Lazier House at Northport. You will meet Highway 49. 
Turn left and cross the big bridge. Proceed north to Marysville where you turn left on 
Highway 2 to Shannonville. At Shannonville take a right and go north on the main north -



5 

south street that leads out of Town. Turn left at the first crossroad north of the railway. 
The house is at the south-west corner of the crossroad. The present owners, Brian and 
Vickie Williams have indicated a willingness to allow visitors on the grounds, and hopefully 
show them through the house. It is possible that this house predates the house at 
Northport, as it may have been built around 1830. 

Milltown 

At Milltown Richard Lazier built saw and grist mills. This site is now abandoned with 
very few indications of its former enterprise left. It can be found by taking the road east 
from Mountainview to the next crossroad and turn right (south). You will come to the 
point where the railway crosses the Salmon River. Stop and you might see a few signs 
of a once thriving milling operation. Just south of Milltown turn left on Highway 2 and 
return to Marysville. Here you may either go right, re-crossing the bridge and return to 
the Community Centre via Highway 49, or turn left towards Lonsdale. 

Lonsdale 

If you have time you should press on to perhaps the most picturesque of places -
the little Town of Lonsdale. If you don't get to it today try again tomorrow. Going north 

from Marysville the road turns east. Stay on that road and it again turns north leading you 
to the edge of Lonsdale where it turns west and then north to cross the Salmon River in 
the Town itself. In this Town two of Abraham Lazier's sons, James and John, set up 
milling operations on the Salmon River. James' mill is now a private home - please stay 
off this property but you are welcome to look from the road. The owners dogs are 
protective of their territory! This mill was still operating in 1964. The ruins of the woollen 
mill that burned in 1904 can be seen on the south shore of the river. Also at the south 
end of the road crossing the river stands the imposing brick house which James Lazier 
built for his daughter, Josephine, in 1894. 

Turn back towards Picton now and stop at the house at Northport if you by
passed it on the way up. This time, as you approach from the east you should see a 
small sign marking the Bayview Road on your right. This is the road you should take. 

Lazier Pottery 

Back in Picton, 1 km (.6 miles) east of the Community Centre on Highway 49 is 
"Hove To House" owned by Mr. Bob Davis. Built around 1852 it was patterned after the 
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house of Samuel Hart an English potter who emigrated to Oswego, New York in 1828. 
In 1867 Samuel's daughter, Alcena, married George Lazier. The pottery business 
commenced in 1849 came under the management of George Lazier from 1867 until his 
death in 1879. The pottery moved to Belleville about 1888 where it continued its 
operations into the 1920s. Through the efforts of the Davis' a historic plaque has been 
placed on the front of the house. 

Also of Interest 

Just before Christmas, 1883, Peter Lazier was murdered in the house of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gilbert Jones- described in The Settlers Dream, page 147, as the Hubbs/Matthie 
house lot 1, Con 1 Military Tract, Hallowell, west of Bloomfield. ihe murder by burglars 
caused a sensation and resulted in the last hanging in the County when two men by the 
names of Tompsett and Louder were executed at the site of the old jail in Picton. The 
door of the house still holds a bullet hole from this tragic episode. To get there go west 
from Picton to Bloomfield, turn left at Beckers on Highway 33 to Wellington. The house 
is on the right, just before Bowerman Road. The mailbox is marked Keith Mathie. 

In addition to the cemetery beside the house at Northport there are other local 
cemeteries in which Laziers are buried. Glenwood in Picton, Belleville Cemetery in 
Belleville and the Shannonville cemetery are some examples. There undoubtedly are 
others. 

The county is said to have seven museums including those at Bloomfield and 
Picton. If you are able to stay over for an extra day or two you will no doubt find them 
interesting. For more information consult the Quinta's Isle Tourist Association, 116 Main 
Street, Picton, telephone 476-2421, or your own inn-keeper! 

On Sunday, August 18, 1991 at 10:00 AM you are invited to attend St. Andrew's 
Church, 69 Victoria Ave., Belleville. Telephone 1-613-968-8998. This is not a special 
memorial service for the family as such, but a good turn-out will make it a special 
occasion. One hundred years ago Laziers were taking an active leadership role in this 
church - it is part of the heritage of many Lazier descendants. 

August 17, 1991 

Colin G. Lazier and Mary Woods. 

(The Settler's Dream by Peter J. Stokes, and Tom Cruikshank was published by 
Prince Edward County in 1984.) 







· .. ·. !!! ADVANCE NOTICE ! ! ! 
LAZIER FAMILY REUNION 

· SATURDAY AUGUST 17 1991 
AT · -NORTHPORT ONTARIO CANADA 

• j , <.: .. 'fY . ·in .i791 N±~bolas ·:Jacobus · LOzier ·- ief·t · ... the United ·states with 
.. -.. 'bis ... wife Ch~-rity :·and seven children ~t<Y s-tart ·a new life in Canada. 

: __ ·- - ~hey settl~d near No.rtbport, north-east of··Picton in~ Prince Edward 
· ... ~. (:!=?.~hty, oJjtario. (By lifghway it is ab<>;ut ·two •-hbtirs east of Toronto 

.. ..:. ··. almost 'direct'ly across · Lake Ontario from Rochester New York.) 

·.·· -~~X~ ye~f :Wi~f mar!t: the ... 2-00th anniversary~ of ·~: th~ir arrival in 
;_·::, ... ¢~l"l.?dii1' ·and · t~e ~_JOUJ?.ding._· . of· ... ~}:ie ::·Lazier br~hch · of_ .. the ·~ Lozier . family. 

::~ :~-.. · ,:Arr: .. d~sqend~J}t! .. s .. of · ·Nipholas'. ahd c~a·r·it:y a:re. :i:-t~ivited:.i to ·attend a . 
. ~ " R~uniC>n. ·ll~Xt ·r_year'. on August 1·7; ·1'99~- :. ·:near: th~ :· sit• of the ·old 

. ~:·,_~ , .,;; ·. :. -·.··· ;~q~~e;. ~lhltl. .··_~I)d La'zier .f~inilY, cemetery:. 'A .. · ~umber of historic Lazier 
... - ... · .· '"hous·es· '·and ·one mill erected fn ''the lS00 IS are Still in existence. 

"--~···· -·- Oe~cendants ~·_ are comingt' ·fr~m all over North America and parts 
beyond to attend this ·· ext·rabrdinary~ event. Please plan to be there. 
For details contact: · · 

: colin G. La.z.ier 
;·· .. ~ P. o. Box 248 

Station "A11 

"' '· ~· · Ha~llton, Canada 
LSN 3C8 

..... · T .el~)?~~<?r;e i-416-~52.:5~'3· 652 -du·ring. c,:>ffice~-hours· or 1:..416-525-1391 
iri t.he. ¢;!tenings. Please send ··· me - names and · :.addresses of other 
descendants to be -added to the mailing list. 

. \ -: , . ~ 
..... ;. # .) January, 1990 

c._ ~~ ~tfi (_~ · ~,.v~ ck ( 
ix ~ _ 12~ vi'~8 
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GURNSEY REAL ESTATE L TO., REAL TOR ···-

Bob 
B 1351 Chris 5% 

PRICE I DIST TYPE I ADDRESS RESIDENTIAL 
395,000.00 l~n~ntv ·· D-4 R.R. 112, Picton, Orit. 

House area: ZNG. LEGAL DESC. LIST NO. 
3,500 sq. ft. East ~ Lot 18 1 WGP Sopiasburgh B 1351 

BUILDER AGE OWNER PATE DRIVE 
Nickolas Lazier 185 William & Louise PHN. Newlv naved 
KIT RMS . CONST. LOT SIZE GARAGE 
14' X 13' 11 fl-'imestone 559 X 90 acres Single Att. 
LR F.P. HTG. ** EL/AMP 3Boxe~ BASEMENT I SEWER 0 
17' X 18'6 0 3-FAO 10.0 amp 3/4 full 6' S.T. e . 

OR PLBG. o/'T(,S EXTRAS WATER M. , .. 

16'6 X · 19 · Copper - pee See attached WELL 1-2pce 
MBR (4 pee ens.JWAL~ FLOORS EXCLUS IONS ASSESSMENT ·-. 
19x12 (W.I. Close )~~ast/ pine plank 
BR (WI Close ~·J ' F.P. ROOF INSULATION TAXES/YEAR · L i~P- - Fo:yer 
16 X 12 (4pce ens 17 1 X 8 6 0 11 279 fi2 (I Rc;) 

K!X Sitting Rm. S.i t t .ing Rm. F.P. H.W.TANK W/ D HOOKUP I ES/ROW 
9' X 13' 19 I X 15 0 

BR Fr-. _.!oyer !DIRECTIONS: SEE BELOW SURVEY -
12 X 8 11' X 11'6 SCHOOLS: 

TENANT PHONE POSS. 
/ 

MTGE. AMT. VER . p & I INT. EXP IRY MORTGAGEE LK. BX. 
OCCUPANT Key JJ. 

rr 
TREAT AS CLE1 ~ OWNER 1ST t:""'l 

. - .... ...... 
'- •i • .. _ _ - - .... 

. .. - ·~- . - -- .. .. 
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GURNS.EY REAL ESTATE L TO., REAL TOR 
.. ·=.' .- -··--., -·--: 

790 BLACKBURN MEWS - KINGSTON - ·384-1200 

R.R.I/2 PICTON 

... 
MECHANICAL EMENITIES: 

1. Satelite dish with motorized tracking motor complete with elaborate electronic 

tuning equipment. (negotiable) 

2. Family room quadrof onically wired for stereo and T.V. Master bedroom is wired 

for T.V. 

3. Although this area is known for bad water, this estate is blessed with plenty of 

sweet water. There are four water s y stems for household use and the lawn irri

gation system. The irrigation system has ten lawn outlets, two self propelled 

sprinklers and 600 feet of hose. The lawn area is approximately 10 acres. There 

is also a shore well and cistern. This water system is a feat of engineering and 

the present owner will instruct the Purchaser on its operation. 

4. The estate has two newer Forced Air Oil furnaces for the main house and one for 

the shop. 

5. A new chimney and roof were installed in 1976. 

_i ' 

6. The only other building on the estate is the mainte~e and machine shop (42 x 28). 

7. 

This shop was built upon the original barn foundations and is now two storeys. The 

floors are pre-stressed concrete and it is heated and wired. The top level is 

used for a professional quality machine shop which is fully equiped with milling 

and shaping equipment, welders and all manner of hand tools (negotiable). The 

lower level is a drive shed for the tractors, snow blower, and lawn equipment. 

(negotiable.) 

-- - - -----. - -~ ----
The h~ and shop are situated on approximately 10 acres of manicured lawn and 

garden areas. To the west of the house is a 40 foot grape arbour and lot 

length hedge which in a few years will be tall enough for a privacy fence. 

---- _________ .. ___ - -- ------- --- -- --- --- - ·---·-- ... --- .. ------ - ·- - ---- -- . ·-
. frontage of this portion of the estate is almost 600 feet of beautiful Bay o~. . --·-. _ . 

.. 
··· . - ----- - - -- -- . ____ ... __ 

Quinte waterfront. 



GURNSEY REAL ESTATE LTD., REAL TOR 

790 BLACKBURN MEWS - KINGSTON - 384-1200 

R.R.I/2 PICTON 

MECHANICAL EMENITES (cont.) 

(cont.) 

7. The Pates' recently had a local nursery platt the following: 

125' cedar hedge - 3' high 

12 Carolina poplars 

3 white spruce 

3 silver maples 

These plants are generally guaranteed. 

The back (approximately) 80 acres was reforested with 18,000 oak, maple, 

cedar, walnut and poplar trees. Cutting restrictions are still in effect 

for 5 years by the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Mr. Pate has cleared a path with an all terrain vehicle to the end of the 

property. 

Bayview Road is plowed early in the morning and a school bus stops at the 

door to take students to Sophiasbury Public School and Picton High School. 

Many pieces of equipment and furniture with the estate will be negotiable at 

time of sale . 

.. __ . ---. ___ ... .:._ . -· - - . -· 

:--:- - - -- :. .. 

-- -- ----- ·---:-- ·· - -----.-...------------ --:---------- -- - -- . -
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- - ----- --- - -~-- ----

-------- -- - -- -- ---- ----=-= ~:~---~~-=-:.=== -·- ~=---; .. =-=-.:..: .__: _:-:_ 
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GURNSEY REAL ESTATE L TO., REAL TOR 

790 BLACKBURN MEWS - KINGSTON - 384-1200 

MAIN HOUSE 

The main house consists of approximately 3500 sq. ft. of living space comprised 

of the front two storey portion and the one storey rear wing. The front 

section includes the following: 

PARLOUR (17' x 18'6) 

This, like most rooms in the house has 10' ceilings, massive white baseboards, 

pine plank floors and ornate original trim around the three large windows. 

(two facing the water and one to the side yard) Like the formal dining room. 

the parlour is painted blue with white trim. 

There is an entrance to both the side foyer and front entrance. 

DINING ROOM (16'6xl9') 

This room is the most magnificent area of the home. Although similar in size 

and motif to the parlour, the furnishings in this room (negotiable) defy 

description. The view from the three windows in this room provide a panoramic 

view of the Bay of Quinte and side grounds of the estate. 

There are doors to the kitchen, sitting room and front foyer from the Dining 

Room. 

MAIN FOYER (11' x 11'6) 

This entrance harks back to a time when entertaining was an art unto ·itself. 

The massive front door (weighing hundreds of pounds) has the original lock 

installed with the sliding knob only one side as the guests were always formally 

received at the door. A large crystal chandelier graces the centre of the 

entrance foyer. Doors from the foyer lead to the Dining Room and to the Parlour. 



GURNSEY REAL ESTATE L TO., REAL TOR 

790 BLACKBURN MEWS - KINGSTON - 384-1200 

KITCHEN 

This area of the home is a pleasant contradiction of centuries! Although the 

present owners have retained the pine floors and the plaster of the original house, 

the appliances (built-in) are "state of the art". The refridgerator is cleverly 

disguised in wood, there is a wall oven, countertop stove, microwave and dishwasher. 

The counter is quite new with ceramic tile surface and double stainless steel 

sinks. 

SITTING ROOM (19 x 15) 

Historically, this is the most special room in the house. Originally used as the 

focal point of life in pioneering days, the ten foot wide fireplace was used both 

for cooking and heating. The kettle crane still hangs inside the mammoth openi~g. 

There is still a fully usable bread oven at the right side of the fireplace. 

Before the house wes remodelled, there were several smaller rooms adjacent to the 

kitchen, such as the "borning room" where the sick and the pregnant were housed. 

There was also the "slip room" where a femal slave would tend the fire at night. 

At present, the sitting room is a gracious but comfortable area adorned with 

historical bric-a-brac found on the property. 

SIDE FOYER (17 x 8.6) 

Even for a traditionally unassuming area of a home, the side foyer has had no 

expense spared in its appointments. 

Originally a bedroom with a side window, the foyer is fashioned with white wain

scotting in the hall area and the floors are formed of imported Vermont Slate 

that the present ow~er has meticulously hand split and oiled. This area leads to 

the parlour and a hallway to the sitting area. A large two piece powder room is 

conveniently located off this foyer. 

REAR WING - FAMILYROOM (45 x 22) 

The rear wing of the house was once used as a stable and slaves quarters and until 

recently was in a poor state of repair. The present owners' efforts have transform

ed the wing into a warm, bright family area- highlighted by two 11' patio doors 

on either side of the room. 
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GURNSEY REAL ESTATE LTD., REAL TOR 

790 BLACKBURN MEWS - KINGSTON - 384-1200 

R.R.I/2 PICTON 

REAR WING - FAMILYROOM (cont.) 

The room is two levels with the top level boasting red brick floor and the original 

forge changed to a very efficient fireplace with glass doors and thermostatically 

controlled blowers. The lower level is a concrete floor warmed by vents under the 

steps. The stone walls were covered with insulation and wide pine planks. Laundry 

facilities and a refridgerator are cleverly hidden in custom-made cupboards. The 

slaves lavatory, complete with a drawer type "two holer" is now a small storage 

area off this wing. There is also a closet and pantry at the far end of the room 

with an entrance to the rear furnace room and garage. 

- - :·~ .. =~ ~"" 
.. -. .. -. _ .... _ . . - - : .. - - ·- . 



estor·ng ho eq · te a challenge 
BY JANICE FLAKE 

Staff Reporter 

NORTHPORT - Off the old 
Northport Port, overlooking 
the Bay of Quinte, is an 
unusually interesting house, 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
William Pate. 

The Pates, who came to the 

county 13 years ago sear
ching for a shoreside country 
home, had no idea that they 
would become so involved 
with the historic aspects of 
the house. 

With their main concern 
making the house com
lortabJy habitable, the Pates 
discovered clues as to the 

onginaJ state of the 
homestead and decided to 
restore it as closel) as possi 
ble. 

The limestone house was 
built sometime in the early 
1800's by Nicholas Lazier, a 
mi1ler from New York. 

Lazier, who was 53 when he 
came to Canada, had refused 
to take an oath of allegiance 
to th~ American government, 
a~d .m turn, his farming and 
milhng properties were con
fiscated . 

While some changes were 
necessary when the Pates 

· first purchased the house, 
such as the installation of a 
modern heating system, they 
were done with great care, so 
as not to detract from either 
the interior or the exterior ap
pearance. 

For example, the heating 
ducts were carefully placed 
inside the walls, the walls 
were also insulated, because 
although they are two feet 
thick, the stone absorbs and 
loses heat to the outside 
qujckly. 

The brick chimneys 

also rebuilt to return the ex
terior of the house to its 
original appearance. 

A examination of the win
dows revealed that the tradi
twnal 24-paned windows had 
been replaced wtth larger· 
panes. Pate set to work 
rebuilding the windows, not 
an easy task as the short , nar
row frame crossmembers 
were no longer available. As 
a result, be designed a set of 
tools to create the pieces, and 
successfully restored all the 
windo~¥s . 



Above: the Nickolas Lazier homestead, 
now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Pate. 
Opposite: the living room and dining room 
in the Pate home. 

CJ{_ebuilding a ~if~tyle 

If the legendary Sherlock Holmes 
were assigned the task of reconstructing 
the scene of a crime that took place 
over 150 years ago, he would doubtless 
have tackled it with the same careful 
interest in which Mr. and Mrs. William 
Pate studied their home overlooking the 
Bay of Quinte east of Northport. 

The house was the homestead of Nick
olas Jacobus Lazier, who received a 
Crown grant of 120 acres in 1802 after 
leaving his home in the Eastern United 
States. 

By the time the Pates purchased the 
house in 1966, many changes had been 
made to the interior structure by other 
families. They were faced with a double 
problem: to alter the house to meet with 
modern standards of convenience and 
comfort, and to restore the house in 
such a way as to preserve its rich his
tory. 

22 

It seems that no problem is wtthout 
a solution, and the Pates began their 
renovation and restoration. As it turned 
out, through the renovation, dozens of 
clues kept turning up that encouraged 
:\1r. Pate to draw out a floor plan of the 
house as he bel ie\·es it stood in the early 
1800s. 

\\ben the house was built, for ex
ample, the wall studs were set into the 
floor. (Today the walls are assembled 
resting on the surface of the floor.) 

· The arrangement of the holes in the pine 
floor allowed him to sketch the original 
walls on the floor plan, even though the 
walls themselves had been removed 
earlier in the house's history. 

From this point, with a little specu
lation based on the position and size of 
the rooms created on the plan, Mr. Pate 
was able to gain insight into the lives of 
an entire family! 



Meanwhile, other clues started turn
ing up. A close examination of the win
dow frames revealed that the traditional 
24-paned windows had been replaced with 
larger panes. Mr. Pate immediately set 
to work rebuilding the windows, not an 
easy job since the short, narrow frame 
crossmembers were no longer available. 
As a result, he designed a set of tools 
to create these pieces, and successfully 
restored all of the windows. 

The brick chimneys were also re
built to return the exterior of the house · 
to its original appearance. New interior 
baseboard mold ing in some of the rooms 
was also necessary to match the existing 
molding, where c hanges had been made. 

Yet, with all of this attention to re
storation of the house, the Pates still 
ma naged to modernize it. 

A new central heating system was 
installed, with the ducts running through
out the house ins ide the walls where they 
cannot be seen. :t\ew insulation was added 
to reduce the ability of the two-foot 
thick stone walls to absorb and release 
heat. 

A new k itc hen was added in one of the 
forme r bedrooms, :md equipped with 
mod e rn applia nces. 

"\\'e . considered using the origin3.l 
kitchen," said !\-1rs. Pate, ''but the 
fireplace makes it such a nice living 
room.'' 

'-- · 
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Above: The upstairs sittlng room at the front of the house provides an 
excellent view of the Bay of Quinte. 

Pantry 

Bedroom 

Borning room 
for the sick 
& for delivering 
babies. 

Parlour 

' # 

MR. PATE'S FLOOR PLAN 
of how the Lazier house may 
have looked when built. 

I '"' 

Entrance hall 

24 

Slave and help 

~ quarters 

fv-_ 
r 

Bedroom 

'Slip room' with 
bed for girl who · 
tended fire at nights. I 

~Dining room 

Shaded area is the 
kitchen. Note central location & 
number of entrances to room. 



The fireplace is an excellent example of 
the engineer ing abilities of the pioneers. 
The \\ i<ie stone hea rth was a solid slab 
of stone . The wind O\\ sill on the left is 

The fireplace represents a beautiful 
piece of early engineering: a solid slab 
of stone, now cracked and worn to apol
ish from heat and us e, forms the wide 
hea rth, and the design of the chimney 
draft ha s features that would be hard 
to duplicate today. 

"You could set a fire right on the 
hearth," ~Ir. Pate said, "and theflames 
v. ould lie right back into the fireplace." 
The Pates ha \·e also ba~ed bread in the 
attached oven, much the way the Lazier 
f a m ily would ha\·e done it. ''You buUd a 
f1re in the oven, wa tt for it to die down, 
s c oop the as~es out and put the bread 
in .. . all of the heat for baking has been 
absorbed by the brick." 

The area around the fireplace has 
b een so well-used over the years that 
t he p ine floor was worn through in spots. 
2\l r. Pate braced the flaor under the 
hea rth with a new beam and patched 
t he fl oor wit h m atc h ing wood from ano
ther r oom. The hea 1} use of this area is 
not s t r ange. Many of the occupants of 
the house would virtually live in the 
k itchen, the centre of activity-- and most 
of the other rooms on the first floor 
were connected to it with a. door. 

Apart from the main house, there is 
a large ex1.ension that was added at the 
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also made of stone; Mr. Pate believes 
that this was used for cooling pies and 
bread from the fireplace bake oven. 

back as qu a rters for slaves and kitchen 
help, leading to a double carriage shed 
in the rear. 

According to Richard Lunn in his book 
'The County', the Lazier family brought 
with them much more than the average 
displaced American family. 

"The Laziers came to Green Point 

Below: this bell was mounted on the roof 
of the carriage house by the Pates to 
signal their children to come home. 

I 



Above: one corner of the 'blue room', 
the Pates' I iv ing room. Belov.: the back 
room of the house was once the 1 iv ing 
quarters for slaves and house help; nov. 
it is a comfortable family room. 
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q ite well off. They owned s aves. had 
cash. Ii\~estock. iron kettles to make 
maple sugar, a churn full of honey and 
lengths of wir~ gauze Ntc · as used in 
his fann ing mill (in the Un ited States)." 

Mrs. Pate adds. "He must have been 
a man of remarkable determination., 
Lazier was 53 when he came to Canada 
aiter refusing to take an oath of alle~ 
giance to the American Government. Al
though his farming and milling operations 
and h is land were taken from him, the 
design and structure of the house in
d icate that he was stlll m o re prosperous 
than other settlers of the time. 

It would appear that the Lazier home
stead was the scene of a fa ir bit of 
e 1 terta ining in its t ime. As was cus
tomary at the time for the more stately 
homes, the door and window moldings in 
the dining room and parlour are much 
more elaborate than in the rest of the 
house. This of course is mainly for the 
benefit of house guests . . . in fact. it is 
not uncommon to find one !:>ide of a door 
decorated with fancy molding and the 
other side, generally seen by the kit
chen help, flat and plain! 

The front door is equipped with a 
latch that would seem unusual by to
day's standards -- there is no front 
doorknob. This can be explained by re
membering that this house was built at 
a t ime when no-one knocked and walked 
into a house . . . they were ''welcomed ... 
from within" and were walked to the 
door on departure. All of the work was 
done from inside the house, hence the 
single key latch on the inside. 

The Lazier house was also equipped 
with an early version of a utility ser
vice. An ingenious pipe and conveyor 
system was installed to bring water from 
the Bay, up the bank, and into a trough 
which carried it to the house. The clever 
chain link design used to drav. the water 
through the pipe was an inspired bit of 
technology, even by today's standards. 

'French dra ins were also ilt a-
ro nd e outs ide of the ho se at that 
ttme, and they s ill operate today dur·ng 
ra · nsto rrns. These v.ere trenc hes fillee 
Vr ith rou nd stones and co ered w ith flat 
stones arrl earth lead ing away from the 
bouse -- an early sev. er system! 

\\nile Lazier appeared to have money 
when he arrived. he also amassed a great 
deal before he died. He built and opera
ted a grist mill with an m·ershot wheel 
on his arrival here. although it it no 
longer standing today. The business 
proved so profitable that Lazier was 
able to give each of his sons a farm 
before he died. 

Times have changed a lot since then. 
Time has seen a lot of changes made to 
the bouse. 

And, unJ ike so many old houses. time 
has seen a house restored ... if not to 
its original condition ... to its original 
grandeur. 

GENEALOGY OF THE ~OUSE 

Nickolas Jacobus Lazier 
Born 1739 - arrived about 1792 
House built about 1800 
Passed to Wi II iam Lazier 
Sold to John & Amel1a Lazier. 1822 
To Phinley & Minerva Lazier, 1867 
Phinley Lazier by Foreclosure 
to Edward Roblin, 1893 
(executor of last will of W.H. 
Cotter A obi in) 

Wm. Henry Cotter Roblin to 
Thomas Albert Potter. 1909 

Potte r to Edward Ulmont Foster. 
1943 

Sold to Wm. Pate, 1966 

LEATHER PISTON A ROUGH DIAGRAM OF 
PIPE 
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DIRECTION 
OF FLOW 

THE OPERATION OF 
LAZIER'S WATER CONVEYOR 
SYSTEM 
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,. 
Colin G. Lazier 

P. o. Box 248 
Station "A" 

Hamilton, Ontario, 
L8N 3C8 

Sept. 20, 1989 

To: Descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier 

~s Re: Lazier Reunion, 1991 

I am writing this letter to a representative 
sample of those descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier. If I 
have not written to any of your near relatives (see list 
below) it ir; :tecause I aln col.Hfting on you to spread the word. 

It is time now to start the planning for the 
great ~azier 3iceDte~~~ial Reunion uf 1391. I~ is t8~tativ8iy 
set for late August; two yea~s from now. Your assistance 
would be invaluable. This event will require a lot of 
organization, but with your help no one individual will be 
ove:r-burdeneJ .. All th.at is a.sked at present is that you reply 
expressing an interest. If there is a particular job that you 
would like, or some that you'd like to avoid, just say so. At 
the very least, it would be appreciated if you could act as 
the correspondent for your branch of the family. 

The org~!!iZi!!g "committee;' will probably never 
meet as a whole until t.he actual Reuni·:>n! Parts of it will 
have to communicate in smaller meetings and by telephone. We 
are just too widely spread out (and busy) to do it any other 
way~ 

l,l~3.:::~ ~~~t. ~~ !-!~~ .• r~ t!1e !'"!:!!!"!e =.!!d. ~d.dre~s r~f ~!'!y- ()~-!~ 

else in the fam1~y who you ~hln~ miyi1L ~e wllling to ass~st. 
Thanks for your consideration and I look forward to hearing 
from you at your early convenience. 

Cvl i.:n G. Lazier 

cc: Mary Woods, Mississauga, Ont. 

Mary Detlor, A.Ll~n Fa.L·k.; HI 
/ catherine Ross, Kingston, Ont. 

Mary Smith, Markdale, Ont. 
Gwen Braidwood, Wellington! Ont. 
Meribeth Cameron, S_ Hadley, Mass. 
Mary Laziar, Toronto, Ont. 
Amelia Engels, Lyons, Ni 
Ed Lazier, Corbyville, Ont. 
John R. N. & Catharine Lazier, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Maxine Lazier, Dayton, OH 
Phil La Zier, Sacramento, CA 
Bob & Della Mae Lazier, For~ Atkinson, WI 



J. '- · 

!!! SECOND NOTICE!!! 
LAZIER FAMILY REUNION 

SATURDAY AUGUST 17 1991 
AT PICTON, ONTARIO, CANADA . ..... -

All descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier {1738-1817), their 
families and close friends are invited to a special Reunion to mark 
the 200th anniversary of the ~rrival of the Lazier family in 
Canada. 

Your Committee has unanimously agreed on the Prince Edward 
County Community Centre (Arena) in Picton, Ontario as the site of 
the Reunion. A large, modern meeting room will be available for 
our use all day, Saturday, August 17, 1991. Registration and 
information tables will be staffed starting at 9 A.M. 

During the day you are welcome to stay and chat with long lost 
cousins, view the exhibits or take a leisurely drive around the 
County. Various points of interest will be identified in the 
information package distributed at registration. We understand 
that, due to the kindness of owner Peter Cole, the distinguished 
Nicholas Lazier house at Northport will be open for viewing for 
several hours during that day. 

Starting at 4 P.M. there will be a cash bar at the Community 
centre with .a buffet dinner following at 5:30. The whole affair is 
planned as informal, with fun and friendship the object. 

Lazier pottery has become quite a collectable in the past 
several years. It was manufactured in Picton from 1849 to about 
1888, when it moved to Belleville where it ceased operation in 
1925. You will be able to see the location of the old house and 
factory close by the Community Centre in Picton. 

Mary Lazier, a merr~er of the Reunion Committee, is a noted 
potter in her own right. Especially for this occasion she is going 
to make "hand thrown" coffee mugs decorated with the Blue Bird 
motif of Lazier Pottery and the Latin inscription "TENETE NULLAM 
cuRAM LAZIER ADEST" (which loosely translated means "Never fear 
Lazier is here"). This has been adopted by the Reunion organizers 



as the Official Motto of the 1991 Lazier Reunion! These mugs will 
be on sale at the Reunion for those wishing a memento of the event. 

Accommodation information can be obtained by writing or 
calling the Quinte Isle Tourist Association, Box 50, 116 Main St., 
Picton, Ontario, Canada, KOK 2TO. Telephone 1-613-476-2421. Fred 
Lazier surveyed much of the available accommodation this past 
summer and produced sixteen pages of notes. If you wish a copy 
please send $2.00 to cover postage to the address below (don't ask 
the Tourist Association for this information we are the only ones 
who have it.) 

In setting the price for this affair our aim will be to cover 
costs. We are hopeful of keeping it at, or under, $25 per adult and 
at, or under, $15 for children younger than 12. Final prices will 
be announced in our Spring mailing. At that time you will be asked 
to confirm how many of you are coming and pay the appropriate 
amount. 

For further information contact: 

Colin G. Lazier 
P. 0. Box 248 
Station "A" 

Hamilton, Canada 
LBN 3C8 

Telephone 1-416-525-3652 during office hours or 1-416-525-1391 
in the evenings. Please send me names and addresses of other 

e added to the mailing list. 

October, 1990 

Committee members at inaugural meeting -
Gwen Braidwood, Wellington, Ontario 
Kathleen Cole, Picton, Ontario 
Mary Detlor, Detroit, Michigan 
Colin G. Lazier, Hamilton, Ontario 
Fred Lazier, Montreal, Quebec 
Mary Lazier, Toronto, Ontario 
Mary Woods, Mississauga, Ontario 
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mad a rea14ed 

Pdter .Lazier, the :younge ~ son or Peter d 
was murdered whiiAdetend 1ng the h t ot the 1on t 1lgra.ndsun ot Nichol B Zier' 

r es Y ".O'ainet burgl Bt 
murrle.rere. Lot her : and f tt, were f.lt cuted for th • 8 

hy the 1 te Dalt ~rthy. At th4• trial tb c ~ e crime, altholJ8h bly defended 
sent Justice Cl , ;t~n 1D aetive !)r&Ctice : drown s P aented by the pre-
the Bar ot 0 t rte. -., · ' n one or tb ~ fore t adTO t s or 

PrazMr H. tltzt r, eon of Gilb rt D d 
Lazier, s bonl rob 26 1862 S1 South Me ~' an g:n:.at-grandson ot iohole. 
was theJr'. l1v1llfJ u th V--"'"' ' hom rys urg, Dear t.lillford. Hia fttther 

e ~ua n aetead. He soon ~fte e4 B 
settl~ upon- th homest ad' no otu&d by Frazier H L r mov to righton, 
at tQe public and Hi~ Schqols o1 Brighton d ~ • azier. The tter was u 
keeper tor· the PennsylYania~ and thto Rail_;y C ~r three yesrs served as boo -
tp tanning, later 1nher1t1ntl\h1s rather' 8 Drop:~ rue; 0~ Com})flny. He then took 
Ellen Gertrude Youman of P~ce .l!.dwarrl Coun k• n 8A6 he married Mie 
th b~in~ o~ standard ho ,., and the cult~;t1 ~ h~a devoted his attention to 
ach1ev..ed remark:ftble suee es. '\FU hes be n aatt ~: ~h f~it on~ In hoth line ha 
b n P1Rtr1ot Grand Master ro~ '· 1 r period t~ e .o.u.w. o~ which he h 
at t~e last Grand Lodg 8 -•1 oted for th T. SUl4~Y or hla Predecessor , and 

_. . _ . . e e •. su..u~g v f"lr. 
• . - - • • •--- A-4"- V • 
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• to wit, 

D4 John. 
1'7t Sarah, 

ICHOLAS IJ.ZUR 

TH.E CHILDR:ul AND GRANOCHilJ)l ~ER: 

1. r1 ier, b. 1-rt.!, d. 1874& •· Abrahaa, on ot Gilbert set. 
Fredeno burgh. 

lll. J Lazi r. b. 1"'6; Nd1'tt Dorlan4; aet. o1tt Lazier h eetead. 
Is ; (1) Elizabeth, (2) Wicholat, (3) hhD, (4) Lewl , (5) lrenklin, 

(6) (6) G1lb rt D.. (7) Charity, {8) Mria, ( 9) Lyd1a, (10) B thaheba, and 
( 11) Mebetable. 

lV. Lewis lazier, b. 17' '9, d. 1813; m. ~11za ~ronk. 

v. Nicholas Lazier, b. 1781; • Cft,terine Devenport, b. 1785; set. Sopbta-

V1 

Vll 

sburg. Isa : (1) ~licha!d, (~) NtebolaB, (3) 1111 , (4) Cbrtst • 
(!)) S rah., (6) "C it7, (7J J'a!e ~:1 . (A J Ab . (9) .John N. 

Mehetable Lazier, 1 .• L HUl; aet. Sopb1aaburgh; Y 
(2) Almira, (3) D1r,aa. (4) Nieb,las, (5) J s. 

: (1) .1obn, 

Peter Lazier, b. J796; • Jane .;olmee; set. Sopb1a8burgh; Issue: (1) 
B tsy, b. 1810, d . 1853; (2) Cru rity, b. 1811. d. 1893; (3) Nathaniel, 
b. 1813. d. 1902; (4) Nieholes, b. 1815, d. 1816; (5) ar~ret. b. 1817 
d. 1859; (6) Lydia, b. 1819. d. 1860: (7) William, b. 1881, d. 1~9; 
(8) Se.reh .fane, b, 1823. d. 1898: (9i Mer h Ann b. 1A25. d. 1854; 
{10} Peter, b. 1F3'1, d. 1683; (1..) 011 e, b. 1829, ~. 1860; (12) Lewis, 
b. 1832, d. 1832. 

• r 

Vlll lohn Last r, • let. Olive Munro and 2nd. ~11a Jenkins; set old home-
stead Sopbtasburr • Iss (1) ~ . (2) Su , (3) Al1e ) (4:) S 1, 

1X 

(5) FtDlay, and {6) 11a. 

Abra 
Sophisb 

Lazier. • 1st. l418s Way und 2nd Janey Corey. nee Lyon ; eet. 
; rs : (l) Nieholt.s (2) 1ohD~ {3) Hiram, and (4) J 

William Iazie-. 

• 

. 
~ 
t 
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• lU. Tb 11 ·Laaler B DOh~ 

(1) 

(I) 

(3) 
( ) 

(e) 

(6) 

(,) 

(8) 

(9) 

flO) 

(11) 

Sec. v. · 

(1) 

rt-

I I 1 (a) 0 'h-

U; et. 

• 

• 
• I u :. ( ) Elizabeth) • 

Th Nichola• La 1 r B fthS j 
rd La2L r, b. l 15, 4. 18'111 •· Alma B. ppl ~7, b. 180~, ~ • 1903; 
ter of. 8 D. App by d ribeth Sol• ; a t. Tyend1n • 
: ( ) Appl by Laz1 r. Ju4 , b. 18261 t Clitton prlnp, 

N.Y., F , s B. Baaokel, b. 1848; s t B 11 11 • (Issue: Prano1 
Swart Laz. r, b. 1883; ol.-11 eng1 er- student t 'lueen• Un1.-ers1ty 
and Sua n ioae b. lS.<r'l. ) 
(b) Mlcho a 111ngton aier, b. 1928J let Letty Arm B ..-:ell, b. 1828 
d. 1864; 1nd 2nd. Lydia E. 5t1okn y, b. 1835; t.. B 11 111 • 
Iseu by . t 1 Hester A., Rlehard O., Geo B. • nm B. 1 1 ·1 bT 2nd 
Walt r s., Albert W lllngt and Lena M-ty.) 
(o) Rieha:-4 Leona:rd Lazier - b. 1A30 All1 on 11, b. 
183'7. (It u: Henrietta. :ro c., s l ., An B., r,l., D 14 on, 
J'lo ne l., Rio r4 A., and Arthur K. Th ajortty ot tt:e era ot 
tb1 te. .. l.7 are rr1 d ttl d. Calltorni ; the oth ill 

it ,. ) 
(4) 8t ~nen All n Laz1 r. b. 1833; m. let •· ry 1 Le teb, b. 
d. 1969 and 2nd ~ rton Brwcmlee. b. 1851. (I ue by 1 t. Th 
b. 1862 .kobert &. b. 1864, St ph n D. born 186'1 1 amd b7 
Da-.icl L b. 18771 and Kath riD • ~. 1A86) 
(e) ibeth Ann Lazier, b. 183'11 • Robert l:lltott • r-
chant.Iaeue: Two ons a t dau~t ~ now ft ttled 
Arthur Rob rt, n1 e, Kit tberi t ) 
(t) s el Shaw Laz1 r. b. 1 01 only de11 t r ot 1 t 
Will• Robert of ~ 11 111 r or Al snd r Ho en t 

I 



(t) 

c ) 

c ) 

(5) 

(6) 

1111 

Ch r!ty 

z1 r, '· f809; a. 1828. l Lewt. J '. 'l'Jeud 

1 Jt, h. 1815, • 183'1. BenJulJI Smt.thl 

(7) Je. s Lazier, b. 1917; •· Dian H 1111 settled tlnal~ tn 1880UJ'S.. 

(8) Abreba Lozi r. b. 1919. 

(9) ~obn N. Lqzier, b. 1623 ; eon ot Lewis, m. 1843 Luo1Dda SpragQ ; e••· 
on ~he old Niaholae Lftzittr h estead in Sopbiasbv«}l, o_opoelt l 1g Island. 
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Mrs. Donald Ross, 
P.O. Box 1694, 
Kingston, Ontario, 
K7L 5J6 

Dear Mrs. Ross, 

Colin G. Lazier 
P. 0. Box 248 
Station "A" 

Hamilton, Canada 
LSN 3C8 

June 19, 1989 

You canlt imagine how thrilled I was to receive the Bible. 
Already I have spent some time going over the entries carefully . 
Several things lead me to believe that the Bible dates from the 
early part of the 19th century, say i825: 

1) The .entries for the parents of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier 
(1707, 1715) and the entries for his children, and for the 
children of his son John (ending with the entry for Mary Amelia 
La-z·ier born April 13, 1841) were all done in the same 
handwriting. Pen, ink and composition match so well that these 
entries -might have all been made at one or two sittings. 

2) If the family had the Bible in the States then surely 
they would have recorded the birth of the first Mahitable in 
l774. She died young. 

3) My ancestor Jacobus is shown as James. Jacobus would have 
been his official first name and the one that would have beeen 
recorded in ·the Bible if it was being used at the time of his 
birth. 

4) In speaking to a man who restores old books, I was told 
that 18th century · boo~s used paper with a high rag content. The 
pulp paper used for this Bible is what leads, to the brittle, 

· crumbling damage which _is now occurring. It is :more typical of 
books produced in the early 19th century. To prevent further 
damage I am having this man give me an estimate on repairs. 
Otherwise, I am afraid that there won't be much of it left in a 
few year·s. 



There is no doubt that this book is one that will be 
treasured. You know how difficult it is to make it available to 
interested people. The idea of a "Lazier Museum" was a good 
thought but it would be awfully small! No Library or Archive 
seems to want to assume responsibility. So the Bible will have to 
remain in private hands - but with a definite obligation to 
(somehow) share it with the family. Copies of the entries are 
enclosed for your records. Please accept my thanks for preserving 
this record of our heritage, and for entrusting it to my care. 

truly, 
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Trini~y Church (~· St. Thomas' 
Shannonville- Belleville Registers 

I 

Thomas Cameron Lazier - s. of Stephen Allen & Hary 1 Lazier .. 

a road surveyor - born at Shannonville 
Aug. 29, 1862. Baptized 8 Aug. 1865. 

Robert Elliott Lazier - s. of as above, born Uec. 2,1864, and 
baptized 8 Aug. 1865 • Private - by Wm. ' . 
Lewin • 

Caroline Emma Appleby ...! daughter of Nathaniel & Sarah Appleby, 
a miller - Hilltown. Baptized Sept. 8

1 1 8 6 8 • S po r!s or s : J as • & Nancy Reid • 
\vm. Lewin, priest. 

Carrie Helena Hay - d. of Thomas Dorland & Nary Jane Appleby -
miller - Born Hay lst,l879, baptized July 
15, 1879. private - Stuart Foster, priest. 

Mary Jane Lazier -aged 33 -born Lisbon N.Y., Buried 26 Jan. 1869, 
Shannonville Cemetery. 

James Brown Appleby - aged 25 - cleck, of typhoid fever - Shannonvile 
cemetery. lno date) Bet~wecn entries of Jan. 
~8, 1882 and March 17, 1882. 

Levi Appleby - buried 1.11 Shannonville cemetery Ap~il, 1864e 

Ap.pleby' s - Ellen, Emma }-Nary J. ( Hrs. ) all confirmed on May 6, 188 2. 

Benjamin Glenday - son of Thomas Dorland & !'1ary Jane Appleby. 
born iJan. 11, 1874, baptized Dec. 25, 1881. 
Sponsors - mother tr \vm. :Hayles. 

John Harrison Butler - son of Th0mas Dorland & Mary J. Appleby - born 
21 Jano 1878, baptized June 16, 188lo 

Marriage: Alexander Cameron, aged 46, of Colborne (Presbyterian), 
widower - travelling agent - married Amelia Co Shaw, 
aged 34 (Ch. of England) of Shannonville - single, born 
in Ont. Canada.. Pare~nt s: S~ & Lydia Shaw .. 
Witnesses: G. \v. Fatfckner, H/D. 

I '' 

Kate Lazier, Belleville. 
Harried at Trinity Church, Shannonville by James 
MockriclgeC> (No date c~xccpt the year 187.1,.) 



· Note to Readers 

LAZIER, LOZIER, LeSUEUR 

Compiled by Colin Gillies Lazier 

October 19, 1988 . 

This com 'la ion is an on-going, changing work. As new and, 

better information is received and assimilated the document 

evolves. Parts of what you ~ead here may disappear from 

subsequent drafts, or at least get moved around a bit. In the 

interest of keeping the promise to share information, which I 

made to my correspondents I am distibuting material believed 

to be accurate, but some details will require correction. 

Please do not hesitate to provide additional information, 

corrections and suggestions. 

My mailing address is: 

Mr. Colin G. Lazier, 

P. 0. Box 248 Station "A", 

Hamilton, Ontario, CANADA 

L8N 3C8 

My home telephone number is 1 (416) 525-1391 

My office telephone number is 1 (416) 525-3652 

Abbreviations: b = born 

d = date of death 

r = residence 

bap = baptism date 

m = married 
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Colin G. Lazier 
P. o. Box 248 
Station "A" 

Hamilton, Ontario, 
L8N 3C8 

Sept. 20, 1989 

To: Descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier 

C r . 
\ [/;.'\.(_ ;, Re: Lazier Reunion, 1991 

I am writing this letter to a represent~tive 
sample of those descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier. If I 
have not written to any of your near relatives (see list 
below) it is because I am counting on you to spread the word. 

It is time now to start the planning for the 
great Lazier Bicentennial Reunion of 1991. It is tentatively 
set for late .Au.gu st , two years from now. Your assistance 
v!OUld be inv aluo.ble:. This event y,:ill rec;uire a lot of 
organization, but with your help no one individual will be 
overburdened. All that is asked at present is that you repiy 
expressing an interest. If there is a particular job that you 
would like, or some that you'd like to avoid, just say so. At 
the very least, it would be appreciated if you could act as 
the correspondent for your branch of the family. 

'l'he organizing ;:comrnittee:r will probably n&VE::L 

meet as a whole until the actual Reunioni Parts of it wllJ. 
have to communicate in smaller meetings and by telephone. We 
are just too widely spread out {and busy) to do it any other 
way. 

Please let me ~ _ ave the name and address or anyone 
_, -- ..:- ........... _ 4-·-""""'.: , .... · ··""""' ,,..,.....,, 1-'h.;'l'"'\lr ..,...;,.....n;- no ,_,; 11; nn , 4

,.., ,..-:::::.~1 ~t-
C..L~C ..LJ.l \....J..a.c;:::. .L.U.lU~..L..f t'Y.&.4\J .,1'-'"""" ""-"£.&.....,~a"t.. _..._......_"J ... ....,. .__ ••------::7 -- ---- ---.: 

ThanKs tor your consideration and I look forWctLu Lu ilt:a:L-iliy 
from you at your early convenience. 

cc: 

Yours~ truly, 

""---> ·-

Colin G. Lazier 

Mary woods, Mississauga, Ont. 
Mrs. Cole, Picton, Ont. 
Mary Detlcr, Allen Park, MI 
Catherine Ross, Kingsto11, Ont. 
Mary Smith, Markdale, Ont. 
Gwen Braidwood, Wellington, Ont. 
Meribeth cameron, S. Hadley, Mass. 
Mary Lazier, Toronto, Ont. 
Amelia Engels, Lyons, NY 
Ed Lazier, Corbyville, Ont. 
John R. N. & Catharine Lazier, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Maxine Lazier, Dayton, OH 
Phil La Zier, Sacramento, CA 
Bob & Della Mae Lazier, Fort Atkinson, WI 



Roger Lazier, Arlington, TX 
Wellington Lazier, Ballwin, MO 
Mark & Cynthia Lemon, Coldwater, Ont. 
Catharine McArthur, Chatham, ant. 
Paul McFarland, London, UK 
Frances Storey, Kingston, Ont. 
Alice Rose Willets, Rochelle, IL 
Barbara Frankel, Annandale, VA 
Naomi Wingfield & Lyle Hurd, Hamilton, Ont 
William c. Lazier, Corona Del Mar, CA 
Alice Lazier, Trenton, Ont. 
H. Frank Lazier, Vancouver, B.C. 
Doris Dawson, Whitney, Ont. 
Ann Wegman, Cleveland, OH 
Peter Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
Stephen Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
R. Douglas Lazier, Ottawa, Ont. 
Harold_ La.z i.er: Dundas r ant. 
Col in S . Lazier, Hamilton, Ont . 
Thomas Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
Suruh Keating, T~rc~tc, Ont . 
Betty Mullin, Hamilton, Ont. 
Duncan Bull, Guelph, Ont. 
F. Stuart Lazier, Toronto, Ont. 
Samuel Lazier, Kingston, Ont. 
Richard Lazier, CA 
Agar Adamson; Acadia U. 
Nora Losey cjo U. of Manitoha 

F. R. L. Lazier, Owen Sound, Ont. 
F~ed L~zie~, Mont~eal; Quebec 
Peter Lazier, Vancouver, B. c. 

Irene Bush; Ki tchener: ant. 
Sh~rroan T~~i. er; Corbyville! Ont. 
Orley G. Laz i er, Toronto, Ont. 
Douglas J. Lazier, Shannonville, 
Wi l na Lazier, Burlingame, CA 
Jerry H. Lazier, Vancouver, WA 
J. Fred Lazier, Belleville , Cnt. 
Jl.All2.n Lazier, ShE~nnonv i lle? 
Donald c. Lazier, Portland, OR 
....,. _ ___ _ __ 11\. T--.! -- r-t-- T7'----~~,.......,-.. 

:.J t:! l. l. y rt o .l...JQ ~ ..L C J.. 1 u 0. 1 l .1. J.. U.ll '-" ..1.. ,:n ... '-' 1 

Garnet Lazie~ , OriJ1 j a ! ant. 
Paul Lazier, Ori l lia, Ont . 

ont. 



Roger Lazier, Arlington, TX 
Wellington Lazier, Ballwin, MO 
Mark & Cynthia Lemon, Coldwater, Ont. 
Catharine McArthur, Chatham, Ont. 
Paul McFarland, London, UK 
Frances Storey, Kingston, ont. 
Alice Rose Willets, Rochelle, IL 
Barbara Frankel, Annandale, VA 
Naomi Wingfield & Lyle Hurd, Hamilton, Ont 
William C. Lazier, Corona Del Mar, CA 
Alice Lazier, Trenton, Ont. 
H. Frank Lazier, Vancouver, B.C. 
Doris Dawson, Whitney, Ont. 
Ann Wegman, Cleveland, OH 
Peter Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
Stephen Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
R. Douglas Lazier, Ottawa, Ont. 
Harold Lazier, Dundas, Ont. 
Colin S. Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
Th omas La z i er. Harr.il to~ f Ont . 
Sarah Keating, Toronto, Ont. 
Betty Mullin, Hamilton, Ont. 
Duncan Bull, Guelph, Ont. 
F. Stuart Lazier, Toronto, Ont. 
Samuel Lazier, Kingston, ont. 
Richard Lazier, CA 
Agar Adamson, Acadia U. 
Nora Losey cjo U. of Manitoba 
Viola Lazier 
F. R. L. Lazier, Owen Sound, Ont. 
Fred Lazier, Montreal, Quebec 
Peter Lazier, Vancouver, H. c. 
Robert L. Elliott: Chicago, Il 
Irene Bush, Kitchener, Ont. 
Sherman Lazi€~, CcrbT~illc, 0~t. 
Orley G. Lazier, ~oronto, Ont. 
Douglas J . Lazier, Shannonville, Ont. 
Wilma Lazier, Burlingame, CA 
Jerry 1~. Lazie~, Vancc~~=r, W~ 
J. Fred Lazier, Belleville, Ont. 
Allan Lazier, Shannonville? 
Donald c. Lazier, Portland, OR 
Jerrv A. Lazier, San Francisco, 
Garnet La~ier, orillia, ont. 
Paul Lazier, Orillia, Ont. 



/ 
LAZIER REUNION 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 1991 

TIME - 9:00 A.M. TILL EVENING 

The descendants of NICHOLAS JACOBUS LAZIER and 

CHARITY CONKLIN, their family and guests are invited to 

attend a special Family Reunion to commemorate the 200th 

anniversary of the family's migration to Canada. 

The Reunion will take place at the Prince Edward 

County Community Centre (the Picton Arena) in Picton, 

Ontario, Canada. Directions to get to the Arena are set out 

below. 

COST 

In order to cover the expense of the buffet 

dinner, a souvenir pin, postage and other expenses, the 

charge will be $20.00 per person payable in advance ($17.50 

U.S.). Children age eleven and under will be $12.00 ($10.00 

,, ,-. ' 
u • ~ • I • Please send your cheque payable to Colin G. Lazier 

before July 15th, 1991, indicating how many adults and 

children are in your party (late comers might not be 

accommodated due to space restrictions). The cheques should 

be sent to 

Lazier Reunion, 
25 Main Street West, 
17th Floor, 
Hamilton, Ontario, 
L8P 1H1 



DIRECTIONS 

FROM THE WEST 

- From Detroit take Highway 401 East past Toronto 

to Exit 522. 

- From Buffalo take the Queen Elizabeth Way to 

Highway 427, take Highway 427 North to Highway 

401, go East on Highway 401 to Exit 522. 

- At Exit 522 proceed South on Wooller Road to 

Highway 33 (the Loyalist Parkway) and turn right 

and follow it to Picton. In Picton, bear left at 

the main intersection (don't turn left and don't 

turn right and go down the hill!). You will now 

be on Highway 49. The Community Centre is just 

outside Town on the left-hand, or north side of 

the Road. 

FROM THE EAST 

If you are coming from the United States, take 

Interstate 81 North from Syracuse, New York, 

cross into Canada on the Thousand Islands 

Bridge. Take Highway 401 West to Exit 545. 

Proceed South on Highway 49, crossing the Skyway 

Bridge into Prince Edward County. Continue on to 

the eastern outskirts of Picton and the Community 

Centre is on the right-hand side (North side of 

the Road) • 

ACCOMMODATION 

For accommodation information contact 



WEATHER 

Prince Edward County Chamber of Commerce, 
(Quinte Isle Tourist Association), 
Box 50, 116 Main Street East, 
Picton, Ontario, 
KOK 2TO 

Telephone 1-613-476-2421 

In August the normal day time temperature would 

be in the mid-70's, going to the low-SO's at night. Provided 

enough of us bring raincoats, we're sure to have a sunny day! 

ACTIVITIES 

Organized events are confined to Saturday. You 

are welcome to spend the rest of your time in the area 

exploring the countryside and taking advantage of the many 

recreational opportunities that are available. Reunion 

guests are invited to attend St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church 

in Belleville for its regular Sunday service the day 

following the Reunion. 

SATURDAY 

9:00 a.m. 

During the 
Day 

4:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

THINGS TO BRING 

Attend at the Community Centre, register, 
pick up your information package, view 
displays, mingle and chat with other 
visitors. 

Visit Lazier sites (you can conduct your 
own tour using the information package to 
be provided) • 

At the Community Centre there will be a 
cash bar. 

Buffet dinner and the event will continue 
on into the evening. 

Dress for this function is casual. Please feel 



free to bring any Lazier artifacts that you may have, old 

family photos, etc. If you have family history information, 

please bring a copy and leave it with Colin G. Lazier who is 

putting together a history of the family. For the day time 

touring on Saturday you might do well to organize a picnic 

lunch, as Prince Edward County has not yet been invaded by 

fast food restaurants. Perhaps the place at which you stay 

Friday night can prepare this for you, if you give them some 

warning. 

SOUVENIRS 

All those in attendance (or at least the first 

320 of us) will receive a souvenir pin. Mary Lazier is 

making hand thrown mugs with the Lazier Reunion Motto (see 

below) on them. These cost $20.00 each and can be purchased 

direct from Mary Lazier who will be in attendance. 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

At the present time $100.00 American money is 

worth about $116.00 Canadian money. If you are looking 

forward to using your high school French, you will be 

disappointed as the Picton area is entirely English speaking. 

And remember ... 

TENETE NULLAM CORAM LAZIER ADEST 

(Never fear Lazier is here!) 



Colin G. Lazier 
P. o. Box 248 
Station "A" 

Hamilton, Ontario, 
L8N 3C8 

Sept. 20, 1989 

To: Descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier 

l
l' ' '\ £~ _,-> 

. I _) . 
Re: Lazier Reunion, 1991 

I am writing this letter to a representative 
sample of those descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier. If I 
have not written to any of your near relatives (see list 
below) it is because I am counting on you to spread the word. 

It is time now to start the planning for the 
great i.,azier Bicei-Itenni.al Reunion of 1991. It is tentatively 
set for late August; two years from now. Your assistance 
would be invaluable. This event will . require a lot of 
organization, but with your help no one individual will be 
overburdened. All that is asked at present is that you reply 
expressing an interest. If there is a particular job that you 
would like, or some that you'd like to avoid, just say so. At 
the very least, it would Pe appreciated if you could act as 
the correspondent for your branch of the family. 

The organizing "commi ttee;; will probably never 
meet as a whole unt.il the actual Reunion! Parts of it will 
have to communicate in smaller meetings and by telephone. We 
are just too widely spread out (and busy) to do it any other 
way. 

!.'lc~~~ l~t ~c h~'.rc the ~=-~~ ::!!!d address of ,;-_ nyc• !1~ 
else in tne faml~Y who you thi.nk miyi1L ~e willing to assist. 
Thanks for your consideration and I look forward to hearing 
from you at your early convenience. 

Yours e truly, 

Colin G. Lazier 

cc: Mary Woods, Mississauga, Ont. 
Mrs. Cole, Pict0n, Ont. 
Mary Detlor, Allen FdLk, MI 

/ Catherine Ross, Kingston, Ont. 
Mary Smith, Markdale, Ont. 
Gwen Braidwood, Wellington, Ont. , , __ ,..... 



~ 
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Roger Lazier, Arlington, TX 
Wellington Lazier, Ballwin, MO 
Mark & Cynthia Lemon, Coldwater, Ont. 
catharine McArthur, Chatham, Ont. 
Paul McFarland, London, UK 
Frances Storey, Kingston, Ont. 
Alice Rose Willets, Rochelle, IL 
Barbara Frankel, Annandale, VA 
Naomi Wingfield & Lyle Hurd, Hamilton, ont 
William c. Lazier, Corona Del Mar, CA 
Alice Lazier, Trenton, ant. 
H. Frank Lazier, vancouver, B.C. 
Doris Dawson, Whitney, ant. 
Ann Wegman, Cleveland, OH 
Peter Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
Stephen Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
R. Douglas Lazier, Ottawa, Ont. 
Harcld Ldzier, Dunda3, Ont. 
colin s. Lazier, Hamilton, ant. 
Thomas Lazier, Hamilton, Ont. 
Sarnh Keating, Toronto, ont. 
Betty Mullin, Hamilton, ant. 
Duncan Bull, Guelph, ant. 
F. Stuart Lazier, Toronto, Ont. 
Samuel Lazier, Kingston, Ont. 
Richard Lazier, CA 
Agar Adamson, Acadia U. 
Nora Losey cjo U. of Manitoba 
Viola Lazier 
F. R. L. Lazier, owen sound, ant. 
Fred Lazier, Montrealf Quebec 
Peter Lazier, Vancouver, B. c. 
~~be~~ L. ~~~io~t, Chicago, Tl 

Irene Bush, Kitchener, ant. 
Sherman l·nzier: Corbyville, Ont. 
orley G. Lazier, Toronto, ant. 
Douglas J. Lazier, Shannonville, Ont. 
Wilma Lazier, Burlingame, CA 
Jerry H. Lazier, Vancouver, WA 
J. Fred Lazier, Belleville, Ont. 
Allan Lazier, Shannonville? 
Donald c. Lazier, Portland, OR 
Jerry A. Lazier, San Francisco, CA 
Garnet Lazier, orillia, ant. 
Paul Lazier, Orillia, Ont. 



Mrs. Donald Ross 
P. 0. Box 1694, 
Kingston, Ontario, 
K7L 5J6 

Dear Mrs. Ross, 

Colin G. Lazier 
P. 0. Box 248 
station "A" 

Hamilton, Ontario, 
L8N 3C8 

Sept. 20, 1989 

Thanks for your nice note describing your visit 
to Peter Cole's home in Northport. I have written to him and 
a copy is enclosed for your information. Lets keep our 
finger s crossed. 

At your convenience I would be glad to get the 
details of your family from you. In the meantime I am sending 
you a copy of a letter going out to family members interested 
in a reunion. With every best wish I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

J~ 

Colin G. Lazier 

I 



Sept. 20, 1989 

To: Descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier 

"' I 

l, ' ) r -~ y.) 
Re: Lazier Reunion, 1991 

I am writing this letter to a representative 
sample of those descendants of Nicholas Jacobus Lazier. If I 
have not written to any of your near relatives (see list 
below) it is because I am counting on you to spread the word. 

It is time now to start the planning for the 
great ~azier Bicentennial Re~nion of 1991. It is tentatively 
set for late August; two years from now. Your assistance 
would be invaluable. This event will . require a lot of 
organization, but with your help no one individual will be 
overburdened. All that is asked at present is that you reply 
expressing an interest. If there is a particular job that you 
would like, or some that you'd like to avoid, just say so. At 
the very least, it would ~e appreciated if you could act as 
the correspondent for your branch of ~he family. 

The organizing " connnittee •; will probably never 
meet as a whole until the actual Reunion! Parts of it will 
have to communicate in smaller meetings and by telephone. We 
are just too widely spread out (and busy) to do it any etheL· 
way-.. 

l'lc~::::~ l~t. ~~ ha'.re the ~=~~ ~!:d address of anyt:)!1f? 

else in ~he fam1~y who you th~nk miyi1L ~e willing to assist. 
Thanks for your consideration and I look forward to hearing 
from you at your early convenience. 

Yours e truly, 

Colin G. Lazier 

cc: Mary Woods, Mississauga, Ont. 
Mrs. Cole, Pict~n, Ont. 
Mary Detlor, Allen Pdrk, MI 

j Catherine Ross, Kingston, Ont. 
Mary Smith, Markdale, Ont. 
Gwen Braidwood: Wellington! Ont. 
Meribeth Cameran, S. H~dley, Mass. 
Mary Lazier, Tc~cntc, Ont. 
Amelia Engels, Lyons, NY 
Ed Lazier, Corbyville, Ont. 
John R. N. & Catharine Lazier, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Maxine Lazier, Dayton, OH 
Phil La Zier, Sacramento, CA 
Bob & Della Mae Lazier, Fort Atkinson, WI 

• 
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GURNSEY REAL ESTATE L TO., REAL TOR . ~ :. 

790 BLACKBURN MEWS - KINGSTON. ONTARIO K7P 1X3 (613) 384-1200 

Frederick J. Gurnsey 
Realtor 

Clifford C. Gurnsey 
Realtor 

Jeffrey J. McCord 
Realtor 

LAZIER HOUSE 1800 

This home was built in or around 1800 by Nickolas Lazier who fled the 

Eastern United States after r~fusing to swear allegiance to the new 

republic. 

Lazier was a prosperous miller and lumber merchant who spared no expense 

in the construction of his home. The main walls are actually two stone 

walls with scrap rock, mortor and stone chips poured in between, resulting 

in most casements being over two feet thick. 

Over the years the house has been remodelled by successive generations of 

the Lazier family and other owners to suit the living requirements of the 

day. 

The present owners have pain-stakenly researched the history of the home and 

have successfully made the home as comfortable and efficient as a modern 

structure, but have retained the structural and historical integrity of 

this magnificent home to the finest detail. 

There have been volumes written about the family Lazier and their estate, 

but due to limited space here, please direct any of your questions to 

Chris Armer. 


