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- THREE H(TNDREDAYEARS OF TANDOYS-

Or, Wnat I have discoversd of the LANDON Family
down to the pressnt, 1940, ' :

Wis?ing to have i? writing the facts I have learned of my
ancestors, these being taken from old documents which I havs
in my ‘possession,

I have also taken from the writings of Carolins M. widow of
Daniel B,Landon, as well as those of James Orcille Landon,
many notes, relative to my direct LINE of the fanily.

The fact that I am Landon, on both sides,(my mother being a
daughter of Charles Landon), makes this study very interesting
to me,and although I will mention many others of the FANILY nenme
it is my intention to record as fully as po38ible the names of
those most closely connected with myself, : '

I will mention here that a problem which has baffled me for
some years, is not heing able to find the burial place of my
GCreat-grandfather Joseph”", on my father's side, nor anything
very dafinate regarding the death of my Great-grandfather
William", on my mother's side,both of whom I will mention later
and at some length,in their proper place in this brief history.

(Gen 1)

Beginning with DAWIET, T,andon, who was born near Wales
in England in 1640, and emigrated with his family to Moston }lass-

in 1620,

In his family was a son,(Gen 2) NATHANW,then about fiftesen
years of age, who from Boston found his way to Southold, in
Suffolkx County, TLong Island, where he settled, ; ’

About 1689 he married Hanﬁah- (name missing) born in 1672,
and who died, with one of her children, Feb 26,1702,
He died Mch 9,1713. \

His children were all born in Southold, and his Sons were
namad Nathan, Jamess and Samuel,
(Gen 3)
JAMES" gsecond son of idathan, married Mary Vaile; who
died Aug 20, 1722, He married second, Mary Wilmot, in 1725,

He died Sept 19,1738, She died in 1753,

His children were James, Daniel, bavid, John, nNnathan, Rachael,
¥ary, Lydia and Ann, Five sons and four daughterg.
His Will can be found in Library 13, N.Y.Cith Will's,
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DANIEL" second son of Jamas, born in 1713, married
36, Martha Youngs; daughter ot Rev John Youngs;

)
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irian Kinister of Southold; and afterward removed to
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Jomes weant to.Salisbury, with John, and married Sarah Bishop,
and had children as follaws, Sarah, James, Asa, Ezekiel, Thomas,
Nathan, Ambrose, Lois, Samuel, TLuther, Nabby and Nancy.

DANIEL" son of James,and grandson of Nathan Sr, and who married
Martha Youngs, was father of "OTLIVER", who went to Canada, with
a large family, and settled in T.eeds County, Township of Lansdowne. .

One son, Daniel Jr, remained in T,itchfield, It is also noted in
some of the Tandon history, that Daniel had a daughter living in
T.itchfield in 1840; also that his son Seth remained in Litchfield
and died there., Seth had a son named after himself;living in 1840,

Two of Daniel's other Sons: one fo whom was named Abner, removed
to Canada, and died there, : ' :

Following are notes takesn from Parish rscords in'Litchfield,
in connection with DANIEL".

"Account of the beginning of the conformity to the Church of
Enzgland in T.itchfield in thes year 1745, which was callezd on the
5th day of Nov, by Jacob Griswold, Joseph Xilborn, John Davies,
Jamss Xilborn, Thomas TLee, Samuel Kilborn, Abid Smith, Joseph
Smith, Abraham Kilborn, Elijsh Griswold, Isaac Bissell,
William Emmons and DANIET, Tandon,"

"Prom the latter are descended 2 numerous and respectable family,
Their descendants have been able and zealous defenders of the
Church. ¥r Daniel T,andon was a man of sound intellect, and

xtsnsive reading. He carzsfully examined the doctrines of theology

exXue

then much discusssd in New Engtiand., Not many cle?gymen ware
better qualified to explain and defend tha doctrines of the Church.

Fe gave to the Church a certain piecs ot land tor a glebe.”

"On the 4th ot April,1747, the aforesaid Danlel Landon deaded
to Isaac Criswold and Joseph Kilborn, Tifty acres in Litchfield,
west of the Great rond,nmear Tittle Mount; to be used for ihe ]
benatit ot the Propogation Society for the ben2fit of the Episcopal
minister of the Church in Titchfield, and his successors™,

nafter the death of the Rev Mr Lewis (the Rev Solomon) Palmer
returnad to Titchfield, and took charge of this Church,till his
death Nov 2, 1771, aged 63 years. A monument was erected to his
memory, near St Michael's Church by Daniel Landon"

"During the Revolutionary War times, Episcopalians weres regarded
as favorinz England,”Their charccters were defamed; impeached
and ridiculed, They were insulted, imprisoned, and their estates
configicated ,---- As the annual allowence from the English Church
was withdrawn on the breaking out of the war, this church in
Titchfieild was destitute ot the ssrvices ot a minister from
1779 to 1980. Still MTr Daniel Lanaon and his family, and other
membarg of the rarish,continued to meet regularly in their Church
evary Saobath; Nr T.andon reading the Service and sermon”,



"During the War, the Church of St Vichael's was a rark for the
maliciously disposed, and its windows stcod as shattered monuments
to the vengeance of its adversaries,

‘Tren General Yashingion rassed through this fown sometime durine
the “ar, the soldiers $o evince their hodiility %o the Chuvrch and
their attachnment to the Ceneral, threw a showver »f stones throuzh
the windows, He reprooved them caying: "I am a Churchman and wish
not to sce the Church dishonored and desecrated in this manner.”

"Durine the Rev Ashbel Baldwin's ministration Caot Daniel T.andon
on the 11th of July, 170, read service and Sermon in S% @ ichael
Church a Sunday forenoon, Wwent home and died in the afternoon,
aged 77, having been Clerk of the Parish about foriy years.

{the inscription on his monument reads "aged 76 yvrs)

Inscrintion on Capt Daniel's moﬁument,
in the West Burying Ground at T.itchfield, Conn,

"Sacred to the memorv of

Daniel Landon of Titchfield,

who died July 11, 1790, =2ged 76,

who served as c¢lerk of the Episcopal
Church in Litchfield forty yearse®

"*is Cod he served 7ith »nious zeal
The sacred dome was his delight,
Far distant from tris holy hill
He tosnk his ewerlasting flicht.®

" Composed Hy himself,
"T,o here I leawe this earthly clay
And Tly beyond the ethereal dax dblue,
Unchained into eternal day
To sing the praise of Cod anew?"
Children of DAYIEY and Yartha Tandon, _

Daniel Jr boran FTeb 11, 1737. married Chloe Smith

Abner »  Bdh ARG, Y Eunice Gibbs
¥olly W -Apr 6, TEEAS ju Sylvanus Bigsell
John' ., Tay DEy 34T 22 L Abagaill Bissell
Seth ¥ Dec 18, 1749, v Annz Beach
Nathan ol 801782, " Sally Dmith
CLIVER " 3heh A2 A7SH " Aner Watkins
Josevh “ Feb 3 , 1758, died Aug 24, 1775,

t'ost of the Tandon's being closely connested with the Eviscopal
Crurch, were Toyalist or Tories, and upon their property being
confTisicated at the time of the Revolution  they left Titchfield.

Amonz them was OT.IVER, (Gen 5) Son of Daniel,who went to
Canada, with a larme Tamily of sons, and was granted 2 large
amount of land by Kinz George 111, in T.eeds County,livver Canada,
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" Having~ o2en born in Lansdowne, I can easily trace this land;
as T have amdng my old documents the original Deeds which were
filed by my great Crandfather Joseph; who was Township Clerk,

"Among ithem being one scalloped sheet showing that Oliver”
conveyed two hundred acres to John McNeil in 1795, described as
vart of T.ot number 11,or oné hundred acres on each side of the Xings
Road, for the valuable consideration of Seventy-five Pounds,Halifax,

The History of Leeds County Cntario, by Leavitt"{1879) devotes
two pages to the'Landon"family, and I learn that OLIVER" was
among the first settlers in Landdowne,
"It is recorded that he arrived in Lansdowne Nov 5th 1787 ,aftexr
twenty-one days travel with a span of horses and.wagon, this being
the first wagon that ever passed through the hundred mile woods

to Uppeér Canada, :
"However I have not yet discovered how or where he crossed the

St Tawrence river,

"OLIVER"” born Mch 12, 1755, married Aner Watkins, who was
born in 1754, and their childten were as follows,

1777

JOSEPN e-=-wewecen-=- barn Adpr 9,

Benjamin ecccecaea ¢ NHowoadd j 11708
O0liver J? ececace- " Mch . 5, 1730
William Henry eee- " Aug 6, 1732
Erasiusg e-ecccecw. " 0ot . 7, 17384
Luthe?y wecmewe- - " June 9, 1737
Daniel John eec--a ® Dec 7, 1792
JesSse eem-ce- coew M Peb 22, 1796
Simcog ececmccame- P Aug 20, 17%S

A family of 'nine Sons, all of whom I can trace in old: recoris,

Aner" wife of Oliver died Mch 18, 1800, and on Sept 13,1801
he married Lois Loomis, born May 22, 1761, in Goshen Conn,
She was a daughter of John Beach,

They had one child, Lois"born Hayr22;i§53; who died young.
Oliver Landon died Jan 29, 1320 ,and:his widow died July 20,1825,

He with both his wives and the child Lois, are buried in the
T.ansdowne Cemetery, which is located on Tot No 11,and formerly
known as the Tandon Burying Ground, and:I am informed that his
wife Aner" was the first burial there,

In looking over an old Record book kept by my Gr- Grandfather
Joseph,es Town Clerk, I find on lch 5,1805 what is called a record
of the population of TLeeds and Lansdowne Front, and also the sanme
census taken in 1808, showing that "OLIVER" had two daughters
listed,but I have been able as yet to find only the name of Lois,

Thisis a very interesting old book, but unfortunately gives
only the name of the head of each family; the number of males

and females, and the total of each,
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The total of white people in 1805, is given as 41 for Leeds,
and 90 for Lansdowne: and the total for Leeds in 1808 is 40 ,and
for L.ansdowne 126, of which 29 of thg latter are Irandon,

This old record also has the sheen and cattle marks as registered
by Joseph T.andon as Clerk, from 1305 to 1826, and continued by ny
grandfather Abner from 1827 to 185072 It appears to be the first
Records of these Townships, There are forty-four of these marks,
the last being recoraded to Doroithy Willoughby Apr 7, 1849,

It also gives description of some of the land owned by Oliver",

Among the pld papers are a number of Deeds and Contracts of
other families, which apparently had been left with the Clerk,
before the Registry office was established at Brockville, '

Oliver Tandon had a prominent part in the building up of
this new country, and was among the leaders in Township affairs;
always ready to assist in building of sawmills and clearing
the land; also in establishing and maintainence of a School
for his District, end a Church or meeting place for religious
services. He died at the age of about 65, in 1820.

An interesting clipping from the CGanancgue Revarier of Dec 22,
1923 contains as asgsessment Roll for the Township of TLeeds and
TLansdowne Front, District of Johnstown, for the year 1318,

This roll is signed by Cliver Tandon and Abel Fulford,as sessors.

There appear six of the name of Tandon in that year, as LOllOWS'
Cliver, Joseph, Benjemin, Daniel and Luther,

The entlre ro’l contains 73 names, and the total taxes footldg
up to 23 pounds 6 shillirgs and 2 pence.

"Note=

Referring to the name of one of the daughters of Oliver,
I find that sometimes the name of one of his children is written
as Jessie", Fowever it is possible he had a daughter Jessie,
born between Tuther snd Daniel J, or between Daniel and Jesse".

"GEN 6) : -

Joseph" Landon, my great-Grandfather, first of Oliver's
children, was born in Litchfield Apr 9, 1777, and went to Canada

at the age of eleven _

He first appears amono my old records as Town Clerk, in the
yesr 1805, andiremains & prominent figure in the affalrs of the
District through his entire life.

Un fortunately my account of his family is the most disappointing

and unsatisfactory chapter of my entire Line",
However I will record here 2ll items which may seem useful in

tracing him to the time of his death, and sincerely hope I may
yet be able to obtain certain evidence, especially as to his
first marrage and his children, ‘
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I confess this will be 2 somewhat ramdblins report; but the
reader mus bear in mind the fact that I amr still searching.

He was born 28 I have stated Anr 9, 1777,
I am unab}e.to discover the name of his first wife, or when they
were marrizd. The nezrest clue I have is that the census of the
vear 1805 shows there were three children listed in his family,
one Zon and t¥o Daughters,

This son ABVER" (ny grand father) was born Feb 3, 1304.

"he firsi daurhter "Antha", born befors Abner,I am unable to trace,

The second dauchter "ANYAY was born in 1805, and married
Henry Xyes, Cct 20, 1825,

She died ¥ow 13, 1854, sged 49 Yrs 10mo & 13 dys.
"he census of 1308 gives him one son and three daugnters,
but I am unsble to giwe even the name of the thivd.

Ye later had another sgon "Truman” who I cazn positivly trace
by a letter written ¥ch 21, 183¢ to his brother Abner" and in
which he refers to his sister Antha”, '

Fe rives his address an Orford, Western District, Clearville

Togtoffice, Uvper Canada,

I am strongly inclined to beliewve that JO3EPF"” had another son
mucn younger, ¥ho was nared Seth" and the fact that Truman -
speaks of Seth in his letter to Abner. and .Turther I can recall
ry grandfather sreakine of Seth when T was very youne, confirms
this belief, althoursh I have no nositive evidence as yet, unless
tre fact that he subscribed for one scholor's tuition in the
vear 1826 misht be considered.

"JOSFPE" married second, Rebecca Elliott; daughter of
¥athew Ellistt, Aug 27, 1819, Rebeccs was about twenitly years
younger tran Joseph., Thers was no isgue from this marrage-

Some time after the death of Joseph, she marvried a man named .
Demmon, or Demming: and thev adopied a daughter, who married
mhilip Heaslin of Cananogue. Rebhecca later resided with Heaslip,
and among my earliest recollections,is seeing_ thisvery old lady
when ny grandfather and I would call on her, but it was years
afterward I realised she wes his stevmother, -

WIOSEPF® had a varied career,during his 1ife of 53 years,
ss 1zndowner and farmer, s2w¥mill prorrietor, Inn keever, and
for about the last ten years of his life, ¥inister of the Gospel;
and in addition he held the office of Town Clerk continuously
from 1805 to 1826, :

The earliest record I have, is that he was granted Tot #12
in the second concession of T,ansdowne in 18C4,

An old book shows that he was TaXx collector irn the year 1829,

{ ten T.andon names anpesr on the roll thai year)
eper and fur buyer for

01d account books show him as storeke e : :
several years.also partnershin vapers in sawmill and ratash works,
On tre fifth day of Januarwv 1815, ke was granted a Ticence as

Tnn-Xeeper, Lo keen the house xnown by the sign of the Tart,
in the Townshin of T.ansdowne.




(7)

- -

what denomination, but I Tind him referred to ~3 the Rev Josevh
in an agreement With Joel Stonem made Farch 8th 18272, and also
a letter Trorm C & J ¥edonald, with reference to their taxes,
dated Deec 7tk 1830,

In other letters I discover e was in feilinsg heslth for
some time past. and believe that he died shortly afier the
date of this last letter, from ithe fact that I wvisited the
Surrogates o? fice in Brockville this year, and found that
Tc+fer's of Administration were granted to his widow Rebecca,
by Judge Jonas Jones, June 11, 1831,

I cannot state exactly when he become s © eachar, nor of

T will here set down the Crants of land I have discovered,

Pirst" is to James T.andon, T.ot %6 in the fourth consess ian
on ¥arch lst 1803,

Second” to Josevh T,andon, T.ot #12 in the second conqession,
in 1804, .

Phird® to Oliver Tandon, South half of Lot #11 in the first
congession, Feb 19, 1307

Cliver had aqu1red congiderable land previous to thls.

Yote- Referring to the Ticence granied to Josevh in 1815.
¥is Inn was located on Toi %12, and in my boyhood days was
known as YcCormac's Hotel

5ti111 tracine my Tine on my Fatherts side, I now come
to my Crandfather Abnsr in .

{Generation 7)

WARNERY, Tirst son of Joseoh" was born Feb 31 1804,
1ig entire 1life of about seventy eight years, was srent in the

ocality where he was born. 1S death occurrved when I vasi <
about tﬁirteen, yet my boyhood recollection of him is distinct.

His youth having open spent on his fa@her'? Iarm.“hefm?$r}ed
on March 2nd 1826, Yancy Gray, znd their children =8 o,_ogs,

m tray. Joseph Sawyer.
hawlofe Ann. Samuel SR :
job 7atkins ., Margaretb. Catherine, and =dwin Doty.

: 2TE therine 211 died younsg.
Joseph, Jorn, rargarvet, and Catne

Charlote Ann m=2T7T ied Wllllam 3uc§ andniizgd1t31%1"00d
: ! a.rm

14 2 in 2 house on her father's . ‘

2 :tlii’WaLnT Samuel . born Dec 6, 1830, aiedagch1;{51918.

%égin,(mw father) born Fed 14, 1523, died Jan 25, ¥

and is buried at Omer, N.Y.




Suppliment-

Sept 14, 1947, Traces of Joseph Landon, in Jefferson County, N.V,
;§1nCe%erting th§'foregoing. further search of Histories, reveals
these Tacus relative to the residence of Joseph T,andon in Jeff Co.

Tgkgn from Eve?ts_h;story of 1372, and Emerson of 1398,

;qseph Lgndon'purchasediland from Nicholas Tow, in Town of Adams
in" 1802, Terms of vurchase were £3,0C per acre; and obligation to
clear two acres and build a house within a certain time,

" The first Town meeting of Adams, was held at the house of
EliphalTet Edmonds, Mch 1, 1803, when officers were elected.
- At this time a proposition was under advisement to create
a new Town; by taking certain portions from the north side of
Adams and Vatertown to form a new Town; by name of Newpsrt,

‘At a specizal meeting held at Adams Nov 10, 1803, this proposition
was rve jected; although a petition was framed, and accordingly
thecse sections were set off at the next session of the State
legislature Fedb 17, 1806; under the name of Hounsfield,

"The first Town meeting of Hounsfield was held March 4th 1805,
2t the house of "Joseph Landon" he having settled in the Town
in its early history. i

It is also noted that several of the pioneers named, came
from Canada. - : '

This confirms my belief that this was my great-grandfather
Joseph; even though he became Town Clerk of Lansdowne in 180>,

¥y description of him is wvery brief; ana shows that he was
somewhat of a "rover" consequently I see no reason to doubt
that he could be owner of property in Adams, or HounsfTield
and maintain residence in Lansdowne at the same time.

T am still making effort to locate this lana in Hounsfield;
and recentiy I recieved a letter from murs Hazelwood, Historian
ot the Town; advising me to see ETrs beatrice wWhitney; as she
has o boox containing Town records, which was found in an old
building they were tearing down at Sacketts Harbor: and it is

my intention to interview her,
T O oTs

An item taken Irom the Jefterson County CGCazeteer, shows that
at the 4.h of July celebration held at sacxetts Harbor in 1807
a statement of expenses was submitted, containing a bill from
J T.andon, of £1,00 tor two"half dinners” for the musicians.

mhis item does not state the number of musicians; which most
likely was a drum corp,

Thisintormation regarding Joseph Landon, was found in a large
boox, in the library of rrrs Elton E,Coon, a2t Lowwville M ,Y, On

July 1%y 195k,



"Abner's wife Nancy, died Sept 6, 1843, at the age of
32 vrs, 9 mo & 6 dys. .
| He married second, Agner Rogers, widow of John Corman.
She died July 11, 1373, aged about sewvanty four.
there were no children by this marrage,

On Aug 3d 1836, he purchased part of Tot #4 in the first
concession of TLansdowne, and resided on this farm the
remainder of his life; this being the sams farm where my
father Edwin, and myself were born. '

Althouzh the farm of only forty acres (of which I have the
original deed) was small, yet the land being very fertile,
he always could produce an abundant crop, sufficient for his
family need, and he was considered a successful farmer,

His industry and neighborliness brought him rich reward,
and as he grew to old age he was highly respected, and
looked upon as a leader in his community,

He was noted for his viety, and was a zealous Worker in
his Church,(Episcopal Methodist), andthis is one of the
earliest recollectibns of my schoolboy days. '

A new Church was being built at McCrone's Cornzrs, near
our schooslhouse: when I would often go over and walk home
with him, after his days work on the Church, :

He also was quite prominent as a public speaker; often
being called upon to lead the church services etc; and in
in the devating contests, which were largely attended in that
locality, he was usually called upon for argument on one side
of the subject of debate, :

I have quite a number of his written adresses on various

subjects,
e was a stronz advocate of the cause of temperance,

and held membershin in the Good Templer Society, which was
quite popular in his day, and among my recollections are several
addresses which he gave on the subject of Temperence, as well

as religeon, and good citizenship. gt

After his .father's long occupancy of the office of Town Clerk,
he was called upon to take over the d uties of that O0ffice;
and was re-clected almost continuously untill 13350,
He also held the office of Collector and Treasurer of the

Townshiny at different times,

While looking over an account book which both he and his

father had used, I find a note written in the margin of
a page, dated Dec 9, 1847 which reads, OWE NO MAN ANYTHING; .

In the Nilitia Roll of Capt Robinson in the year 1840,
T find him enrolled as Sargtl'. this roll contains 102 nanes,
six of them being Tandon", but I never heard grandfather
discourse much on military affairs: he was a strong advocate

of Peace on earth, and Good will to all men.
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- umonf my fondest recollections are the memories of that
grand old man who passed away Jan 30, 1982, when I had just
r5s582d my thirteenth vesr,

He with his two wives are buried in their family p»lot

in the old "T.andon® Buryline Cround in Tansdowne, aﬁd I having
99 wany of my kindred sleepinc there since 1800, try to ‘
discrarre my duty by wisiting them at least once eachh year,
snd i is creat comfort to me to find their resting place
slwsys clean and in good order. -

T am now nearing the end of my sketches, and come down
to my fatner, in the Bth Ceneration.

"EDYIN'Doty T,andon, seventh child of Abner and Mancy Landon,
was born Feb 14, 1843, on his fathers farm in T.ansdowne.

Tig early vears were cvent on the home famm, and when he grew
to janhosd he learned the blackemith trade, which he followed
intermittently untill hig fatlers declininz years he took
over the old farm, which he inherited at his fathers death.

itsvine 2 desire for move lend, he sold the farm in 1884, and
bourht o larce Tarm on the bank of the St Lawrence, about two
milesz east of Cananoque, and lived there 2 few years:®

Hecorine dissatisfied with this farm, he gold it and removed
ts LeT.afarce Corner's Jeff Co, 7.V, where bhe bought another
crral? farm; where he resided for scome years; then sold it,

_’,3 ¢

nd came to Vatertown about 1911, ’ A
" In trat vear nhe built a house in the village of Clen rark,

where he lived for 3 short tire, and paving lately warried

a widow who owned property in rndessa Ontario, they rented the

houge 2t Clen Park, and moved to Cdess
mhe foregoing is simply 2 akxetch of hig varied movements

duprinc his life.

“FDTINY married Emel
July 16, 1282, (she was

ine, daurhter of Charles Tandon.
also born in 1843)

After their marrace thev went to Theresa, N.Y. where he
conducted 2 blackamitnh shorn for some time.

mheir firet child, Yary L, was 20rn in Theresa Aug 17, 1364
and died an intant, Sevnt 12, 1864, Is buried at Theresa,

a,where he aled Jan 25, 1915 .
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Other children of this marrage are,

Mellie-, born June 23, 1866. ”
Frederick Charles-, born Jan 18, 1869, ( the writer)
Charlote-, born Dee 6, 13871, died Kay 5. 1872,

Fie wife Emeline died Sept 11, 1875, and is buried with
the child Charlote, in Lansdowne Cemeuery.

Cn Jan 20, 1874 he married Catherine Switzer,
who vas born in 1837, Their children were

Samuel Abner-, born Dec 21. 1875. Died Aug 29, 1931,
David Edwine- e - Ded 27 L8 : :
John Clark-, " June 37 1880,

- His wife Catherine” died July 4th 1%04,
and is buried at Omer, N.V, :

For his third wife,' he married a widow, Mrs Emmons, of whome
I have spoken, and who lived for some time after hls death,
Some dates connected with this marrage not being available,
at present I omit details,

"EDVIN" was slways what might be termed a natural mechanic;

and was for years looked upon as the community repair man,
Although he had never really learned any trade except that of
blacksmith, he was always consicdered competent to take on any
sort of joob, from butchering the pigs in the fall, repairing
your clock; or cutting yourr hair; or making the finest axe-helves
in the winter, or building your house or barn in the spring,.

He could do a good job of plastering; tree grafting, or
brickiaying;!in fact he put up the 1ireplace and chimney on the
house where I now reside) and during my last vears at home on
the River farm of which I have spoken, I recall! that he made
quite a success as a boat builder, and I enjoyed many hours
on the river with my young friends in a small tishing or duck
boat, he made especially for my use,

I can point out many chimneys in the Lansdowne neighborhood
still standing as monuments to his handicraft, also trees
which .ne doctored or gratted, still bearing Iruit.

From the 1oregoing it can easily be seen that a man oi this
type coutd not, or would not stay very long in one place,

I recall that about 1830 he made two trips to kichigan,
in search of a larger tarm: some oif our neighbors having moved
there, he tried to persuade Grandtather to seiLl the homestead
and o to michigan; ana although very young, 1 can remenmber
the arguments pro and con on the subject o1 moving, but my
grandfather 2lways wetoed it; which [ expect prevented me
trom being a citizen of richigan, instead ot New York Stgte.
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"EDT7IN®, unlike his forefathers, never held any Township office
excent school trustee or vathmaster. However he was always ready
to discharze his tull duty for the good of his neighbors, ana was
a constant worker in the Churches, Heving a Tair baritone volcs
he was often called unon to lead the choir in the church services.

-~

~

e I will vecite s story of his coanecition with the
nes,

Hizsut

L
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loeal . Grare

U»n to about 1875 the 1ittle hamlet ot FcCrone's Corner's

{now called Tilstead) had never had a Church building.
The nearest »lace ot worshin being at Eoenezer'near the T.ansdowne
Cemetevry, and about two miles east; There being none on the west,
The district school which I have svoken of, was located near the
Corner's, and in my schooldays had forty-three pupils enrolled.

Tor a radius of about two miles, the neighborhood was very
thickly settled, and consisted of all densminations Irom Catholic
through the warious Trotestants. ‘

The great nood of a nereby vlace to hold Church services being

recoznized, meetings were held, and it was decided to ouild.,
Tio7ever the different Creeds could not reach an agreement, and
finally tve Churches were built at the same time; Cne at the
Oovner, bv the Eviscovnal Methodigt, te which my gZraandtather Abner
belonged, was called Bethel®,

~he other a few rods away in a little hicory growve, was
buitl by the Presbeterian, Bantist and old time Kethodist, and
was known =28 the Tnion Church, and ditferent services were
held twice, snd sometimes tnree times each Sunday.

Ty fTather would attend at all mcetings at the Union? Chuxrech,
but I never discovered that he was stirongly in fawor of either
of thege denowminatisns, beins what I misnt call a sort of
uninsnized Christian,

re aftervard became affiliated with the Sect gnowq 28
ethodist; and continued to adhere 10 that belief during

rest ¢t nis life,.
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e was considered a faithful T,eader snd
was often called unon in the ahsence of the IMinister

exhorter, and : A > at ]
to take charre of the rcetings which-in. eddition to the repular

Qunisy sevrvices, were held evenin~s during the week,

gprand father g£ave his time znd labor

As I hawe before said, m»

tn tre building of the sethel”, and atb the sane tim? ry father
wus civine his time and Hweat effort Lo the Tnion” Church.

T reeall meny spirited arguments between thgr§at the supper
table, as to the rerite of their respective Joos.

T+ ie with vrrofound sarrow that I must now re?ate. that the
lethel { the steenl e being removed) wWas turnedi}ntc a c?eese?
faectory, and at vpresent is used 25 1 garage, Wnlle.the Union®
or Church on the hill; as it was called, thouzh still used, the
acrvices have hecome Very jnfreguent, whicnh iz a great

disarpointrent to me, from the fact that I have a strong desire
to 7o into the old Church on my visits to that neigchborhoscd..

see back of gheet-




er was noted for intesrity, and his honesty in dealing
1low-men; and it has bcen said that he sometines
2ack7ard to be on the side he considered right.

'y fath
witheuhiss. e
leaned ovwer

eldrim in »nrsfound resrect, and gave attention to
any counsel he chose to rive.
e was never harsh in the correction of hiz children;.
n testify to this from the fact that usually my most severe
hment for the sin ot disobedience; I would be sentenced
e woodshed, for adbout twpo hours with the bucksaw.

'y affection and esteem grew ag we became older: and we spent
many enjoyavle days together, especially during the latter »nart

his 1ife; in which we might be considered as comrads or pals,
58 for guite 2 number of vears we would take our annual camp and
fishing trio together, among the fTamiliar scenes of Halstead Bay
on the St Tawrence, where we would put in a s5l1id week of svort
and comfort on the islands there.

7e would select a pleasant svot where we could enteriain our
relatives and friends who might wisit us, of which there were many
durinz our stay. I have snapsnots of these grouwrs, and »articularly
one, showine fourtecn rugged and hungry gentlemen gathered around
the dinner table, for a fish banquet.

As T write these lines, and my thoughts keep racing along
throuch the vears of close asgsociation with wy father; the wish
keors constantly arisinc, nsmely: if we could only enjoy thkose
thinze once more: but fully realizing that cannot be; for he
rassed out of this life Jan 25, 1615: and is peacefully sleeping

ar

in the little cemetery =zt Cmar, N.Y.

s T now ccme to the 9th Ceneration, it is my intention to write
saly encugh of my nerﬂonal history to complete the 3CC years.
"Frederick Charles:{mvasel ) son of Edwin D. and Ireline Tandon;
born Jan 18, 1866, resided on his fathers Tarm untill younc mathoosd
wren he left the hORe viace in the-spring--of 1886 2t the sge of
ceventecn, and came to BLeTafarre corner's. Jetr Co . WY :

[ ¥
Yaving an uhcle on his Yother's side {Lewis Tandon' resid
ce, he visited them for a short tise, then hired to =2 T
<ed Haren: on a large farm on the ro2d to Plessis.
2ininT there far vive wonths; and in the autunn of that vear
turned to T.ansdowne, where his fatner was overatine a dlacksmith
9hpﬁ‘ in addition to the {nrr on tre riwver: at a mlace called

7ied?s Cornerts.

He stayed theve with the family throurh the winter, when he
arnin crossed the river; this time to Theresa, 1.V, to visit
s cousin, ¥rs Cesrge A.Coe; daurnter of fis father's brother,
Qervuel ¢ .T.andon. Yhile there he found emnloyment in a géocery
atore owned by Wm T,.3o00t, and servea as clerk far one year,
~“he pay beine so small {tws dollars per weex) he bccuge

discourared with that joo: and left in the early sprinc
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He came back to Delafarge Corner's, where he soon found work
with the local carpenter, John 3.Baltz,

Liking this type of work much better, and the pay being far
greater, he remained with Baltz for three years, helping to build
several houses and barns in the neighborhood, and working in
the repair shop during the winter months.

In the sprinzg of 1891 he decided to make a wisit to some
friends in Watertown.

A few days after arrival, he sgain found emvloyment as
carpenter with W.H.Smith, real estate dealer, who at the time
had just began the erictlon of the "Smith" buildlng, at the
corner of State St, and Public Square,

He worxed tnrough the entire construction to completion of
that building, doins some of the most expert work on the job,
Tn fact it f211 to him to finish Mr Smith's private suite of
offices; which were done in quite elaborate style,

After completion of the Smith job, he built a house for himself,
on upner Franklin Street.

Durine the sunceeglnﬂ years he han been engaged as. Carpenter,
i1l Superintendant and Ueneral Contractor; with moderate success:
and now at the age of seventy-one, is re*ired

On Oct 4,1893, he married Ada, daughter of Charles Wétterhahn,
and took up residence in the new house in Watertown.

They have two children, of the "Tenth Generation®,

Marion Emeline, and Charlies Edwin, of whome I will speak at more
length in writing up the Tine" on my Vother's side of the Family.

This completes my recital of the principal events in
the lives of my forefathers, during three hundred years;
written in simple story like tashion, down to the present 1940,

Tater I hope to continue this Story by taking up the "Line”
on my ¥other's side of the Family, in which I can extend my
ritinz one Generation farther, including my Sister's children

and grandchildren.

F.C De



Jaly 15651, Bethel continuecd-

L )

"he Bethel ie now used as a Town storehsuse.

The Taion dburned about six vyears ago: and a new Church
Tater built on its foundation is now mown as the
Bethel "Tniited Church. ‘ '

1t ie mv intention to wi
of this wear, and hepe to
_there once nore, ' :

8it the o
b

13 Yome places in Aurust
e 23le io e

attend church service

1



'’ Fred C. Landon

f‘?ﬁFHEBG LANDON

ugust
.Tozmer Contractor, Retlred
Mill Superintendent ~ of
Lumber Firm Dies in
3 Hospital.

ey 1. pn TS

.

" Fred C. Landon, 88, of 421
Moffett sireef, one-txme mxll Sl-

Iperintendent of the lumber firm
lof G. W. White & Son, Inc.,
_|died about 8 Sunday night in the
Jefferson county hospital, where
he had been a patient since June
27.:Death was atiributed chiefly
{to infirmities of old-age.
i The funeral.will be Wednes-
.day afternoon . at 3:30 at the
‘Northam & Fox funeral- home.
" Rev. Robert F. Smith, pastor of
the First Baptist church, will of-
, ficiate.  Burial will be a., La-
- Fargeville. : ‘
» . Surviving are h.lS wife, Mrs.
Ada M.' Wetterhahn -Landon;
ptwo children,. Miss ° Marion E.
‘(Landon, 421 Moffett street, and
8Charles E. Landon, 1005 Gotham
astreet, and two brothers, David
vE. ‘Landon, . DeLaFarge Corners,
1and Clark J. Landon, Omar. His
jonly sister, Mrs. Elton E. (Nel-
: lie) Coon, Lowvnle, died Sept.
~16, 1951.
3. Mr. Landon, a r"sxdent of this

4 city for more than 66 years, had|

.been ill about two months. He
.was a retired *carpnnter and
contractor.

He was born at Lansdowne
,Ont.,  Jan. 18, 1869, a son of
'Edwin D. and Emmeline Landon,
'his mother being a Landon be-
{fore her marriage. His ancestors
{came to DeLaFarge Corners.
{Coming to this country at the
!age of 16, he was employed on
‘a farm near Plessis.
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A member of the' Odd Fellows|
fraternity “for more -than 65
years, having joined the -local|!
lodge Feb. 25, 1892, Mr. Landon| /m
was a member of Watertown
City lodge, 291, I.O.O.F., and
{with one exception had served in
all elective and appointive of-
.fices of the lodge. He also was
ja member of the Lincoln league
-and former secretary of the
Quarter Century lodge of Odd
I“ Fellowship.
¢/ He had bheen interested in
¢ tracing his ancestry. In 1940 he
. wrote, “300 Years of Landons.”
( He was a direct descendant of
(Ohver Landon, . sr., ‘who left|!
_Litchfield, Conn., with his fam-|
ily. It is 1ecorded that he drove] !
./the first span of horses and|’
wago"x through the many miles of| |
_' forest to the Lansdowne district,
where he settled in 1787. The
-3 .
o journey required 21 days’ travel
9] ruq\
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| Later, he worke at’various'i
places, including a farm at De-|
LaFarge Corners, and the Wil-|t
liam L, Root grocery store,!
Theresa, where he was a clerk in |0
11886, Then for three years, from'e
11887 to 1890, he was a carpen-
ter at LaFargeville, where he el
worked for John B, Baltz, a con- V|
tractor. . | th
He came to this city in theja
spring of 1891 -as a carpenter|e
for W. H. Smith. Construction of

"|the Smith building, later known|
las the Mohican building, having!
begun, he worked on that pro-j
ject for a year and in 1892 builtly
ithe house at 1013 Franklinj
.|street. 1‘
Later, he was- employed by|
various building contractors and
lumber firms, including Case &:
_|Folsom lumber company, C. D!j
{|Hodge & company and Lou B.j
.|Cleveland. He helped build the;
army! post of Pine Camp, now|
Camp Drum, when it was ﬁrst’
established, and worked on the
city hall building in 1895. ‘

While with Mr,-Cleveland, he
|served as assistant superinten-!
dent on construction of the Og-
densburg filtration plant and city |
water system, the Brown's Falls
power dam, the Express build-
ing in Watertown and overhead
.. lcrossings at Black River and
Cole’s Crossing. i

On May 15, 1915 he formed a
~{partnership with William H/
Carter and engaged in the gen-i|S
eral contracting business. Their
first contract was the construc-j°
_(tion of Glen Park’'s village hall.
_{They also built Dexter’s brick)
pavement, the Hygienic Dairy|
company plant- here and Si.j
Regis Paper company plant at! ‘
r. Deferiat. . \
d| The partnership was d1asolved‘
; lin 1922, at which time. he be-
isicame  building suoermtendent‘
for the old Northern New York!|
| Utilities, Inc., of the.storehouse] \
dland garage cn Front street. \
h

' W el e W
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After a period of retirement,}:
Mr. Landon was mill supermten- ;
dent and order clerk for the‘
White Lumber - company from
1928 to 1934, During the Wov’ld
War II period he was an em—y
ploye of the W. A. Sullivan ;,i
] Lumber company, retiring in| u.

1944, } \‘\
;. Mr. Landon built his Moffcttl*‘i

ol

~fsiree‘ family rasidence in 1900}
land since then resided there. |

On Oct. 4, 1893, he married |
. Miss Ada M. Wetterhahn of thei
iDepauville area. They ocbserved|
itheir 63rd wedding anniversary
llast October. !
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wWatertown March 20, 1947

Az 1 have now psssed my 78.h 3irthday, at which time I comvlatad
my "T.ifa Ztery” after dus censideration 1 have decided to adl sasther
Chapiar: which »rabably should be a continnation of my 300 Ysars
of "T,andan® written seven years age, in 1949,

In ¢this I will relate all I have learned to date, connscted with
mv Tether's side, of the Family.

The nane "TANDON® derives fram the woard 'Lande Sabulatun'’ eor
ground caverad aith heathe

The Pamily was of Freach origzin; Cne of them having been raised to
the Chair aof Saint Peter Dge 4th in the year 914,
va died the fellewing April 26th,

1+ was srizinally of Nermandy, and apparantly became divided in twe
branches; One a Protestant, which smigrated teo England;
"he sthar Cathslic, remained in ¥ranee,

Pram thia Protestant Dranch, I am abdle 29 clearly tracs my =ancesiry
dewn tn the prament, threush ten genarations,

T nm unadle vet te trace nmy rather's Family beyond the fifth, in

which the name '¥illlam' i3 ny only guide.
somawhers baysnd the fifth there were Brathern,

I consider Synelf fortunats in clearly astablishing the name W%l}iam
freom o conversation with my uncle Wellington, many years afo, which
T will 1ater relate.

Thepe having been a differense in aze of my grandfathers Abner and
Charlea of nearly a generation; aixtesn years in Tact, {or some time
Tead me te believs ithat one of "Qliver's” sona, %411iam lienry bvorn in
1782, veasibly nsy have besen father of Charles born in 1820.

I have sbandsned that idea in favor of a TFilliam T,andon whose name
firat mnnears in the o1d Tansdowns records in the year I840 when his
fhean Kark was registersd in the eld bask kept by grandfather Abner
aa Town (lerk,

Tn the vacsrd of the Town meetina of 1841, I find that Yilliam Henry
was elescted Pound keeper; and williem ws3s elegted Uversesr of highways
the some vear; and raclected to warisua Towm offices continueysly
untill 1848, The recards ending in that year,

The identity ef these two men is clearlyv esztablished by their signaturs
as ene aigns himself m H, while tha ether i9 always “illisam, in
alteozether different handwritine,

I ans naw fully eenvinced that this Willism was wmy great Crandfather,
and will proceed along that line,
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In about ¢t ) 2
aa;qﬁz;ugr;g; {;a;aiéizgzsegaﬁy E:tner an? I made one of our gnnual
s 3 ¥ L3Teal Y usual we made a visit teo the ald
n?af places along the main nighway, and sn sne eccasion we stayed over
night with my uncle Wellington, :

Durine the evening conversatisn it occurred to me to ask him the
nane of his Grandfather, He replied, the name was Willianm; I then
inguired, where he was buried. He then exvplained that he was not buried
for he had lost his life on 3 bosat named Oeesan Tave' that burned while
coming down the T.ake, and that his body was never found: and ecsuld
zive no further details. :

Bureau
Some years later through correspondence, I received from the Beamau
of Public Archives at Ottswa Canada, a photestat copy of two ecolumns
of the Torents Weekly Tesdre of May 4th, I853 givinz an account of the
loss of the Steamer Ocean Wave by fire.

In this disaster 33 of the vassengers and crew lost their lives,
while three cabin, and seven deck passengers were revorted as missing,
names unknown; I am forced to believe "William" was ineluded in this
list, ;

TLater in an old Jeffersen County Histery; published in I§78.I find
this catastrophy occurred absut tws miles from the Ducks islands on
Take Ontario.at one 0'Cleck in the morninzg. The fire quickly destreyed
the lifeboats, while the steersman was driven from the wheel, thus
leavinz the ship helpless, '

The vessel was 3 new wood-burning steamer, owned by the Ogdensburg
and Boston Railread Company.

A3 T have stated I am unable as yet to trace the family in whieh this
William Tanden was bern, er the year of his birth.

He was listed as a Veslunteer in the militia in I840, and certainly he
rmist have besn a lsndewner and taxvayer te be eligible ts9 held Tewnship
office, therefore I assume he ewned Let #5 in Lansdewne at this time.

Hawving ne decumentary vpreef ; nmy reassning may seem rather vague,in

view if the fact that in my bsyheed the west half eof this Tet was eften
referred te 3s the Purvis »nlace, while the east was called the Bswen

nlace,
There were twe of the Purvis name, John and Andrew; listed amosng the

Town sfficers in these early years,

T find the name of Israel Bewen (spelled Bein) in the census of 1805,
and his Sheep mark reesrded in I807 by Jeseph Landen as Tewn Clerk,
This mark was transferred teo William TLanden in 1840 .

This cenfiras my belief that William purchased Tat #5 frem Purvis and
Bewsn snd resided sn the east half, while his Sen Charles sccupied
the west side farm during his life.

The names of Israel and Jshn Bewen appear in the.tax list of IBI8,
while in the Rall ez I829 thé name is spelled Bowin

Now, having established Willism Landen as @ resident of TLansdowne in
1840, wa preceed from that date; and will mentien any item which may
assist in clearinz up his identity, and that of his family,

It is iy belief that William was a descendent of "Abner" a2 brather of
Oliver, Abner went te Canads and settled in the sixth Cencessien of
the Brackville district, where seme of the name still reside.
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Prof. Fred Landon, gLl W R e TS D

T,ondon, Ontario,

Dear Sir;

: Having obtained your address from

Nr ?rank Wright, of Gananoque; I take the liberty of writing
in hope you may be able to assist in traceing my ancestry.

To introduce myself, I will say I am 83 years of age; voorn
on a farm about five miles east of Gananoque,

My curiosity was aroused when Mr Wright mentioned that you
had visited their fine 1little Town, on the occasion of the
unveiling of a Historic Monument there; and had inguired as
to the location of T.andon's Bay, with the remark that your
ancesters once owned the land there,

I have original papers showing ownershiop by my gr-gr-grand-
father Oliver Tandon, of the land bordering on the Bay, and
for some distance on the St Tawrence river,

These Records were %ept by my gr-grandfather Joseph T,andon
as Township Clerk, frow 1805 to 1826; and continued to 1849
by my grandfather Abner Tandon, as Clerk.

T have had these old papers and Record books of the Townshivo
in my possession for about 65 years; and last summer, while on
a visit with relatives in Gananoque, I interviewed Mr Wright
as to a proper vlace to leave them, for whatever Historic

value they might contain. _
As it now appears there is no Historical Society in the Town,

he proposes publishing them in the local paper; and I have
civen consgsent for that.

Now Mr T.andon: I wish to explain, that I am "Tandon' on both
sides. ¥y Mother was daughter of Charles Landon: while my
Tather was son of Abner,

vour g£iven name being jdentival with my own, I became curious 2
to learn the names of your forefathers.

I can clearly trace my ancestry on my fathers side: and on the
request of two nephews in 1940, I wrote "Three Hundred Years of
T,andons® Unfortunately on taking up my mothers Side' I find
myself stopped at the year 1840 : when the sheep and cattle mark
of my gr grandfather williem T.andon was registered.

T will explain here, that t77i11iam' lost his life in a steam-

boat disaster on lake Ontario, in 1852,

a1l object in addressinz you, is the hope you night
ation regarding the ancesters of

£ T,ansdowne at the time

¥y princivo :
be able to provide some inforn
William T,andon, wWho was a resident o

of his death,

Respectfully Yours, o
‘_‘] o / j.‘ -/: Y /1; 3 ap
e e e (T et

421 Mo ffett St

SR——————

hans B Bl

VYatertown, N,V, ka e
Wm;yJ'“\s
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(3)
o So far as William's family 1s esncern=d, I have snly the names
ef thres Ssus, Elisha Stephen and Charles. s, froth o #4227

-I hq7¢ Elisha's Will, dated Deec 24, I870 and régistered Meh 7, IB%2,
He hald sevaral Tewnshin affices between I840 and I848, and I clearly
recsll hesring him referred ts as Unele Elisha when I was very ysung.

Rezarding ay Grandfather Charles" born in 1820, whe died Nev 4, I878
shartly before I had reached ny 9th year, I have clear recslleckioan,
especially of the manner of his death, which I have fully described
in my ewn T.ife Stery,. B e ) ; ¥ : : 2

He nmarried Flansr Ystes; and their children were as fellaws.

Frieline, Bern 1843, Died Sept II, 1873

Tuey, " 1844, " July 29, 1924

Weltlingbsn =~ "og -} FHT W2 | 1939

Lewis, BT £ af ~ *“’, , e
Tilliem n 1855 »  Apr 4, 1876 s e
vayr, Warg M 11857 v Bh 260 ITH] (mrirtiving)—

Clara A n 1859 o Sept II 1883

Chs Edwin " 1862 " Aug i8, ﬁI§82

ke resided en the west half ef Tt #5, and it is my epinien that he
snce swned the entire Tot, as well as considerable land sn the sasuth
side of the main highway.

On this Tet, were twe nearly similar native stene hsuses, built
within a few reds of each osther, with a finesorchard of larze apple
treas between, Iy uncle Wellingten resided in the stone house on the
east half ts the time of his death in I939; and the entire »roperty

is now swned by his Sen William,

Tor a lonz time I have been eurisus ta knew whoe were the builders of
these fine sld hauses: and the year in which they were built; but like
many other interesting things ecanneeted with this lescality where I
was born, I failed ts make inguiry at least a half eentury age.

I question many sf my 21d friends and relatives each year when I visit

there: but nsne ean give definite answers,

rrandfather Charles althsugh eongidered an industrious and guceess ful
farmer and goed neighber; never tnok any prominent vart in the affairs
o7 the “ownshiv, excewlt serving in the militia and ssme of the minar
rawm offices.,

As he waared away when I Wwas very yesuna, my aeguaintanse and
acgoeiation with him was very brief, nevertheless I r2call hinm an
of a kindly diswesitien, and like grandfather Abner, never »rofanc
er having anv vad habits, excew»t that bath chewed Dlack »lux tehsceco.
Thave thsusht that seae 3f his neishbars envied him for his success
aa = farmer; and I now xnow this waa dur to hi= nragtice of hard werk.,
e kent a moderate sized dairy, and a larze Tlsek of sheep; a3z well
as vouliry: always havins a bism flock of meese; ani T c¢am luagine 1
vet hear the =qualling of the ganders &8 they came waddling up frem

the braok te the barnyard each eveningz.




A Y » va o 3
. L hz?eciuly remershar the last day of his 1ife; a3 uwen coming heme
Ponm nehanl, T netized the smeke from many stuup {ires in fhe aiot af
1and whers he had worked that day, »revairing fer the »laowing hee
ts which he had invited the neighbhora, Tar next day.
'3ea anddan death waa sgsevere sheck to the entire neighharhosod; and
esnasially ta his family and many close Friends,

*

tin succass alss was larzely dues te the iandustry and help of my
erandimother Flaner, which I will briefly describe,

1 reesl) that for several yesars ghe msnufactured the milk »reduced
on the farm ints sheese; usinz a small vat kent in the woodshed with
th» hand »renses, and eontinued for seme years after his death maging

. the eheesse each fall, after the faetary had glosed,

1t was 2 euntsm for zany sf the »atrens ts apply far a ewall,er hialf
cheesae Tor homes use, tut 88 my “anther had ne Yarge dairy, we with
neveral sthers in the neighbsrhsad csnsidered Aunt BElansr, 28 She was
commanly ealled; made the Dbest gheeagae,

Aside frem her cheessemakinr and psultry Tleeks, wa3 the large marden
wheprs Tine strawberries and vezelodvles grex.

Tn additian te all thiz, che was an exverit weaver® using the wasl
cpom their ghess, mftel beinsmade ints 'Ralla®she would then spin inte
yarn, and then weave inte the fineat blankets and clath.

T con remember hoth grandfathers wore gray wealen trsusers and shirts
which wers »f her nmanufactiure.

Lany enjsyable hours 1 spent with my grandmather, watchine as she
whirled that #1d spinninx wheel; thes making the yarn inte "Skeina®
by winding it froem the #amindle” ants the®3wifte® from w#nich she
swould aller me te wind it inte larre balls,

Vext theas balls wers wound on the Rahbin® of the “Shuttle™ which
ehes pagssed baek and forth detween the threads sf the weaving "Looan®
in makine these fine blanketis,

This whele picture comes bask vividiy of sitting beside her oan that
514 T.com beneh, watehins while bath her hands and feet warked in
unisen with the treddles and shuttle. :

T have ns dsubt she wove thousands of yards of a5 carpetsa; which
weays norular in these days 238 f1oar coverings for bedroom and hall,
21ns s runners' for dininr room and kitechen.

In many of the farm heuses they weare used for the Parler; when made
from selected Tama; eolored In all shades freom white zad blaex te
redeblne-yellew and mrean.

“he was an aprtist at cambinine these coalors, and an expert at making
them 8o that the stripes would exactly mateh when laid.

Tyin wes much heavier wark than the clsth weavinz, a3 it usually
required three stroxes st the "Besm" te drive thia coarse naterisl

evenly betweer the warn threazds.

1+ 1a #7ith intense »leasure, and asme emotion, 1 now recall these
childhesd days with my Crondmether, who was s»ared to me untill

varch 7th 1893, when I had reashed the ses of 24,
T om unable ta tracc her anceatry; a3 the name Yatea awgears butl snee

in the 91d recoards and »aners; ~hia beinz “hemus Yates, in the
azgessment rall of 1829,

,
:
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Mote: Crandfather Charles must have 'lad another brother
in addition to Elishs and Stephen. 17 ” :

Elishs's Will gives to his 'Nephew' Orville Hyram T.andon .
a certain Tot, in the wvillage of TLansdowne, and a hundred
dollars in money M : L r K4




FROM THE LIBRARIAN
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY |
KINGSTON, ONTARIO 5

March 14, 1952, i

Dr, Fred Landen,
846 Hellmuth Ave,,
London, Ont,

PTATENL IETTRITTRR 29 (P ey s e

Dear Dr, Iandon, :
% : ;
It was very good of you to write
to me about the township records in possession
~ of your namesake in Watertown.

:

T have just now written to him
suggesting that he cdevosit these records in the
university librarv for safe krening, They would
be a fine addition to our archives,

About .a year ago, I secured the
Minutes of the Munieional Council of Storington, i
1850-69 which contain a great deal of interesting
information about the develonment of the back con-
cessions,

I very ruch hope that Mr, Lendn
will see fit to send us his records, and again I
am greatly indebted to you for bringing this matter
to my attention,

With warm personal regards, ‘ 1

Yours psincerely, )

S 4
‘ § I B ;’;"'JI\J'
H.Pearson Guncdy, “}
University Librarian.




: Watertown N.Y, Mch 19 /
Dear ¥ r T.andon: 2 3 S

\ ' Your very interestinz reply of dMch 11, inclines
me to believe we may soon he able to establish close acquaintance
and possidbly near relation with each other in addition to bearing
the same name, -

I had expected to find yon a far younger man; from the fact that I
had never before heard of you,

In order to further introduce myself, I will state that I graduated
from the Third Reader Class of the local school of T,ansdowne, at
the age of thirteen: remained on my Father's farm untill seventeen,
then came to Jefferson Co, N.Y.

A short sketch ofmy movements will be found in the last pages of
my "300 Years Story" which I am nleased to present to you; .

Taking up the question of my "Wother's® family, in which I am now
interested, you have given me a clue; and am sebding what little I
have been able to learn,

T wish you would take careful notice of my mention of the Ocean Wave
disaster:{correct date 1853) .

You appear to be a bit cloudy'as to the exact name of your Gr-grand-
father. If your information is reliable concerning the Ocean Wave,

T see no reason why you could not accept the name "William",

Similarity of names has led me up several blind alleys: as the
neme William always has been common in the family: however my uncle
Weltlincton readily gave positive answers to my questions, leaving no
doubt in my mind,

Next we will refer to my note on back of page 3 of "liothers family;
ms me the question quickly arose? could your grandfather Abram be
the missing brother of my grandfather Charles,

Question 2; Did you ever hear of Orville Hyram Tandon,

If you can use the name William, in place gf Abram as your Gr-grand-
father, the Ocean Wave incident would furnish almost positive proof

that Abram and Charles were brothers. _
geveral years ago 1 streightened out the brother "Stephen" for some

of his descendents, here in Watertown,.

Tgve you ever read the 1,andon Genealogy; I have access to a copy
belonging to Harry T,andon : managing Egitzr.of our Daily Times,

is neop 4 ille strict-
is vpeople came from the Brockvl___ ! : ]
T hawe been able to assiat two 1nqu1re?s: one in Sauk Ra?lii. M;En,
ihe‘other in Saco, Maine, in establishing close b}ood rela onsd 2h -
as well as marrage: simply by checking the names in the book an e
e ' to my old T,ansdowne Records.
r§f§Z§i2gvaﬁdoi all the way. I can usually gset them in the right

place for at least three: and at times five geberations.

As memoTry remains keen: I have made this a sort of hobdby" for the

past few years. it may not prove of much
P 3 ears 0f T.andon, B "

‘Referring to zh:stgpsiory of my direct Tine of the Clan, written at

interest eXCED Since the death of my only Sister

e udent gr-Nephwes. ’
quuusg OfWZZtSt; havegbecome patriarch"and among my five nieces and
;inzegrexeﬁhewé it appears to have become quite popular; the copy
F{ve gr-nepnevs, ,

you get is #14) In frequent letters they ask for more History, but

es of Recollections of
i have sW
4o Simgat;mea:?s:a;erly 1isten to TUncile Pred vecite those old Pogms
€A » B = :
52223 andyséorv’s 1earned more than seventy years ago, which remain

firmly fixed in memory.



(2)
I have made vhonograph Records of several of these

tg :i: g?y;yaf§r$a¥in§ thetradio turned on while getting out a letter
: ; i ~1ris” avbove the clatter ofmy old machine, the
- . n3.ck 3 & reat Vi
3§}¥i1§;t2§n§23 Q?:gco:t a?nnu301ng a program of the story o% DicVBo,
" ! at, suddenly became a Boy azain: coul DL
hear my grandfather Abner talki : b omliba pla Dpiede
r ath lking; Jjust as I sat with m ister while
1i?tening to that wonderful Story 75 vears ago. S TPt e
iz?eog?;rgnzlzy'if thisfprogram told only vart to the tale as we heard
;e entence of it comes clear t W i
to find the vrinted Story. R G el oo
It impressed me to the extent that I have written my own wversion, of

two full pages, which I expect will b .
of instances. =P e found incorrect in a number

yiSWiz.;?ew?%ﬁ Totnshlp Records, I will explain that I left them with
Fea i a request that he examine them and advise me as to
wherg they should be placed, He agreed to do this; and gave me his

receipt for them, Tater he wrote me asking permission to have a
Review, which he was making, published in the local Paper; it still
is understood that the books and papers belong to me,.

I had considered goinz to the County Clerk at Brockville; but now
feel ineclind to follow'your advice by taking them to Kingston,

My interesttin them now is purely sentimental; but I believe they
have a Fistoric value in which the people of the Township are now
interested: for instance; the Census taken in 1805 and again in 1808
by my Gregrandfather Joseph; which I find as very first records, they
surely are worth vreserving; even though they give name of the head -
of each family, =2nd number of women and children,

T made exact copy of these before leaving them with r Wright.

T was greatly interested in your column clipping,Soldiers in the Vhite
Eouse., Yes: several of our great presidents held prouinent place in
the military history of the Nation, :

The question we must decide in November is; do we now require a
military man as Cmmmander in Chief. Ny present answer to that is Yes;
wrovided we were able to find one of the type of Teddy Roosevelt;

A man with "Cuts" as well as ability to preside over the de§t1ny of :
the nation, in what many of our citizens now consider a perdod of peril

I do not care to make any long comment: however I an willing to say

that a MacArthur best fits into the picture,

Yhen our President takes office he becomes Chief of our armgd forces;
we certainly do not want a civilian with a twglvr yiar 01d miand, to
iss - n World war two,

jgsue orders to them, as Was the case in- ¥ 3 : 5 i
Lisenhower probably could win by his popularity at present; just as

4 Roocevelt did by his illustrogs name._
t%z i§§§g~forgive that man for many of his sins while in office, 1T he

had not violated the unwritten T.aw of the Third Term,

nhower has to spTriount, is that he MuUst
pefore accenting nonination, or;he
{11 be compelled to explain who in the

: 3 mand within
last war, gave the Order to halt the armles undgr Eli czz::nforward
tR=S s
aYhIF iéyiwmrch of Berlin; and rermit the Russians 2 { g
Vol O 12 L4 A : ~ 3 )
aw:oburrovnd that City; even Patton Was ogddered to reires
o 1 - . 2 2, 4

i T ue, :
them to tske ovVer the City of Prag iadeneT Vaeue Rtdgatg

: i » ig & consequ
» HTYEsSENn urorean triuvble 18 i :
e Vreacrtigg Lonest answers, the then Commander in Chief does
] vesg ! 4 S 1657 S ‘ .
F this great Nation, &S the Forgotten President;

having coined the phrase forgotten Man himself

The greatest obsticle Eise
fully complece his prescii jeob
vecomes 8 Dead Duck; next he W

gnidi - Ceny ,
down in %he history o1
which he richly deserves;



-y

Prejudice aes a disease almost equal to hatred, is difficuly

to cure,
+I cecame & Republican in 1888 when Benj Harrison won his election
though I lacked two years of being able to vote.

Thile at times I have not always sgreed with the Party principals as
1aid down, I have voted the ticket with one exception ever since.
0ddly enough, that haprened to be 1936, when Cov Alf Landon ran
acainst Roosevelt,

T hsd been out of Town, visiting my brothers, and arrived home Jjust
nine minutes too late to Register, I wes not' much grieved at loss of

my orportunity to vote for my namesake, when the result showed he had

carried only two States.

Toor little Harry: at peesent tahing baths in Florida to rid himself
of the terrific odor of scandal floating through the corridors of the
White Fouse, declines to comment on the Eye-Wash in the New Hampshire
rrimarys, The Eisenhower promoters are jubilant; while the Taft crew
of engineers are very glum: but this is only the first skirmish in
the battle that will rage from now to November, and everything now
points to as hot & battle at Home, at the Police war in Korea, which
turns out to be the most disgusting episocde in our Nations history,
and as now, no one can foresee When or Where it will end.

The many facilities like radio and television which we enjoy, so far
surpass anything our grandfathesr could imasgine, there is no compasrson
in our mode of life, ¥ine saw electric lights in Gananoque, but never
had his ear to a telephone:; yet I sometimes doubt thast we are happier
than they were,

Hapriress springs from a contented mind; and the ability to provide
comfort for ourselves as well as those we love and protect; and the
rany friends we associate with, I consider myself fortunate in that

respect,

To return to the Family again: you state that your grandfather Abram
and his wife (Elizaberh Rogers' both came from near Cananoque,

That could mean snywhere from one to eight miles.

I recall seeing the name Abram; but am not sure whether it was in

the Cenealogy, or among the old Records,
Havine never studied it; I lnow very little Canadian History;however

several vears ago I saw a T.eeds County history owned by Andrew.Edwqwds
of Cananoque, in which two pages are devoted to the Tandon family;
T found some items of interest in this.

I wonder if you'have ever traveled about seven miles esat of Gananoque
on the Provincial highway, ond if so had stopped to look over the
manv white slasbs and other emall monuments marking the resting place
of 50 many bearing our name, T dare say you would count at 1east sixty:

¥y Mother has slept there alone: in a large plot for 79 years,

T wisit theold place at least once each vear: and it is always very
comforting to find thst thin white slab bearina.the name of Aner and
Olliver T,2ndon with the date 1800 standing streight and true,

Many others have fallen and broken. Three vears ago I found that of
my mother had toprled; then went to the farm where she was born and
selected a fine large fragment of red granite, which I set in a
cuitable white concrete base; andlast year I was.able to procure 8
bronze Tablet to attach to it: and now feel confident i? wi 11 stanf
forever, and as I grow nld, now coneider my worg there is complete,

T always carry a camers, and have taken many pictures there, as well
as viewé of the"scenes of my childhood" landscape and buildings; some
of which T may send to you later, One particular rock formation might

be classed as Natural History.




Now Fred: (I get quite & 'kickI in addressing you in that manner)
while my letter neccessarily has been very long:; I hope you will
2t least find interesting reading in the bundle I am sending, end
though I would much vrefer to meet and talk with you, I will be
rleased to havwe you express yourself on what it contains: bearing
in mind that T am constantly searching for any item or clue connected
with T,andon family history.

I received a letter Monday from Queens University regarding the
placeing the Lansdowne records in the Library there, in which your
letter to them was mentioned,

I am now fully convinced this is the prover place for them: and
will write Mr Cundy and explain ny sgreement with Mr Wright,

Fe surely should have his Review completed about June lst, and I
will then bring them to Kingston,

In addition to these, I have quite a number of papers which I
considered of value to my famlily only; such as copies of Deeds;
account books: partrenrship contracts ect; including lectures
delivered by my grandfather Abner.

Fow these came into %y possession about €0 years ago, is a Story
in itself. Sorry to say I did not bring away more than a tenth of
them: and so far as I can learn the others were lost in a house
that burned in Odessa Ont, about the year 1917, They may have been
destroyed before that time. I have never made any incestigation,

Tn the T.eeds County History to which I have referred, it is found
that at a Town meeting (sorry I can't recall the date) a resolution
came up for adoption that the meetings be held alternatly between

Ceansnoque and Tandonville,
I doubt there are ten people in the County who ever heard of the

settlement called Tandonville., It was the l1ittle Hamlet in which
Joserh T.andon was Innkeeper in 1815, :

All records; legal documents etc, which I haye, refer to the
District as Leeds ¢ Tansdowne Front; (I take it for granted the

Rear was uninhabited: except possibly by Igdians). s i :
At Town meetings the officers were elected to serve in both Townships,

A cuestion that has puzzeled me for some time; is that the Census

of 1805-8, shows only 41 people in Teeds.
¢ Was there a settelment at Cananoque prior to that date,

no one I have been able to contact can give answer,

P /\ :
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'k give you this for what it may e found woztia,

!

01ld time song of,the Nood 014 ¥ S A,

" Speak rvizht up; de preld ts say

7Tell me daddy tell me

Tay thess men ia that big erowd; °
Can you tell me why they're 2hesring
What makes one asi s9 proud,

Listen 1ad he ansvﬁred _
Tis the tune the Yrass bdand plays, :
Tis the song 'Ky Gesuntry Tis OF Thee! 4
An you'll know one of these days,

Yegrs ago in battle,

3oth our grandpas fought and fell

¥id the gannoa roar and rattle,

So of freedom we could tell,

Washington and Jackson,

Nero Tineosln, Grant and Lee,

They'r the men who made us what we are

On the land and sm the sea,

And it makes no differense where you wondsy,
3akes no differenss where you raaam;

You dont have to stop and ponder

for' & »lace to call your honme.

When they ask, where woee FJou dara lad,

GLIE L o¥ S e G

Taat Yoar heme 19 thae land of Tnsle Sam,
The goasd 01d ¥ S A,

46K
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Tow Fred; if at any time my stuff should become tiresome, just
#zive one stroke of the bell for centinue: sr a sharn Tlnnle for
ston: at any rate lets onarnece tns qdhvauf TAY A Wpyae

@ QO

Au gur Beuxtean haa MW IInlfdinca AR purua®r Ke|vIon, WIiTtA Ne
PECEatINM 08 jsenlian GIEP B Few iU De #08 BEUAPTHY, Bwna wnen
Pt e han® Pamn Far TAS Wy slmsctions; weminds me of a.story.

A Young man haviiag quietly sevrved his first term in office,
7ent Lo an old Senator and inquired; Just what is the most
inportent thing I should do during the vacationr the old fellow
answered in two words- Cet reelected- that will be the w»roblem
2 mreat many must solve in the next three months
¥ow well I recall my experiences of the first campaizn I took
rartin; as we would mather at the Motel and after a few glasses
o beer, someone would stari-hail hale:the mangzs all here;
this usua?ly led ¢5 3 few black eyes and brused noses; whlch at
that time was »art of the gaae,

At anyrate I like ta recall these days o2 leag age; rheu the
coverad wagons still were movwving on the »lains: and the order
wa3,"'x0 west younz man' while now it would be 'gzo narta' if you
feal crawded, _

I have always felt »roud; with deevest respvesct for the land of
ay birth; why should I not ?with so many of my anacestors now
slecpiag there; who left what was spoken of as the colonies and
wvent to a nlace where they could serve Cod in their own right,
and enjoy that same freedon for which some of their swn drothers
ptil) were fighting: They helieved that their oath to Xing George
was sagred: therefore I claim the right ta have faith in, and
rever=agce for both these great north Ameriocan Nations; with a
faint hope they may some day %»e united as ogne,

The wmresent work of St T.awrence development now beglﬂnlng as
vartuers, vinds theam closer; partlyxlarly as to Ontarin and the
State of New York,

At times I grow quite reminiscent; as sometimes 3 small adven-
ture or sccurence may )rovo to be the change; I might say the
turning point, in the life of a farm Boy of fifteen; such was mine
ag I naticed the track of a black mink in the snow, and followed
it %o a hele in the ice; where I found ay destiny.

That story is to0 .1ong to recite here; thouzh I have repeated it
many times for these nieces and Cr neshews whea I feel like f
talking about the zood o0ld days »f long ago.

Another is an o1d song I often sang for them- has a fine tunc-
in form of a converaation between a father and his little boy;
»os89idly you have veard it: I will put it on the seperate sheet,

T near omittsd mention of our Pamily Reunion which was hela on
June 27th at Omer this vear.

Actually I had expected to be hearing something from you; or
»0o83ibly seeinz you at that time, as we now hawve a Secy in Ontario
as well as here, ¥rs Marold Dempster,Cananoque, serves as such,
and was expected to notify you.

Rain fell constant ait time we were there; but 49y wewvers of the
Tride gatherea zor the grand feast; we had arranged ts use the
Grange Hall, wna Yaa weather was mostly inconveniznce; prevented a
few gaming; &8 we had 71 at Crass Point last year,

Again T carried off the »rise for oldest sresent and recelvei
1any Zood wishes; as Patriarch of the CIan, only ten of which came
fron Langdowne and Ganannsque this year,

We are making this a grand Outing day; and I howe to enjoy the
nleasure of introdusing you as our guest Speaxer, bto take my
nlase at least ance,

Sty Goirs — Fhred G, (il
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: e Jatertown, Ja 53
Prof- Tred T,andon ., wimn L LI5S

London, Ontario,

Dear Fred:
TP A?ain?the clock of time bhas struck the hour of
ridnight, and we enter s New Year,

Ae the *ime arrives for filing sway the numerous letters, documentis
€ tc accumulated during the past year. smong these I find yours of
Yarch:11 and Dec 17,

I assure vou I was greatly nleased by the friendly greeting of this
lagt; and the assurence of more to follow,

As sge advances and memory concerning recent events becomes mire aim
T make & practice oI keeping copy ot all importent outgoing letters;
ancg on review of my long March 19 reply, I find very little to ada
s0 tar as ¥Yamily history is concerned, 2
I 8lz0o recieved friendly greetings from TLibrarisn J.,Pearson Cundy
0t Queen's; witk copy or the Douglas TLibrary Notes; and hope he also
sent this to you, es nearly s page 1s devoted to my presentation last
summer- on your aavice- of the old Tansdown- Leeas records, as well as
ceversl cocuments concerning early life in that aistrict; the earliest
date being 1805,

I presume I should congratulsate myself for the prominence civen to
these o0ld vapers, which I believe are the very Tirvst Records of that
district, :

Tn answer to e Cundy, T exnresced resret in not having taken posses
cion ot the entire collection oi uocuments contained in an ola black
chest, wnen I haa the opportunity many years ago,

Ey fatber never showed much interest in what this large woXx which
locked with s heavv iron key contained; though it always went to
wherever he moved:; his lsst residence was in OQdessa ,Ontario, and I
sucgested the T ibrarian should ¢o to Odesca, or write Roy Enmons,
there, on the very slim chance it might be found,

neine blesserd with excellent health, T spent the Christmas time
quietly with my family; then a weeke-end visit with three of my nieces
2t Towville, N,¥, which is only 50 minutes by Greyhound bus,

Thege Tive neices of mine are 5 very close knit family; and 211
nlead with uncle Fred to wisit them often, ana since the death of
their Yother in Sept of 51 I have tried to discharge my duty to them.
"8ix years ago we held a Reuniom at Turin,N.Y.of the Landon-Cocn Clan
-4t which about twenty were present; since that time we have met
torether &s near as possinle to the date of my sis?er's Birthday on
June 28: last year at our Reunion held st Grass Point (near T.I Park-
we formed sn Association, with 32 names registered; severzl of these
were from Cananoque snd Lansdowne; elcct?d 8, yregldent and Secy~§o
carry on and keep records of future meetings, which I hone to enjoy
for at least a fewv more years, 4 i - s 5

T fully believe that you are eligible for memoershlp.in this C}gn
and would recieve a very “varm welcome if you should find it vossivle
to attend our next meeting: of which I will give you the date advance,

Az2in tuming to direct Family affairs- ' . ;

In'my letter of Yarch 10 /52 vou find a question regarding Orville
Hyrom T,sndon, : -

Amone documents left at Queens is the il1 of Elisha T.andon, in
which he leaves to his brother Charlee all his estate except a certain
vaecant T.ot €24 in the village oi Lansdaome; anu 100 dollars in woaey
to e vaid to his sephew Orville Myram T.andon when he vecame of age.

A receint for t'is ~-mount, given by Orville to my grandmother Elenor
o gttached 3ol the i1l
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"“hls biy apnua?s to have been an ogphan liwing with ¥lisha
hen I found this old blue paver two years aco, the thought a
came thathere was another dbrother of grandfathér Charies of ~vhom

had never before heard: and the question, vhat was the name o7 the
father of Orville Fyram T.andon, ’
I kaor of only three Sons of the Ocean Tave

¥lisha, Stephen and Charlcs-

'y g

illiam ' T,anrdon, namel
311 now believe you have added zanother,

Tor recreation T have mvy T 0 0 F lodre- having held membership for
61 yvears, =still tske part in fraternsl and social sctivities, =nd ase
my 84th birthday is near, two of the Brothers visited me today to
offer greetings and concratilations; Tn addition to this I have a
soecial Club knovwn as the Tincoln T,eague, which I try to attend each
Wedne ~dav evening, for the prize games, movies and lunch which are
always enjovable, :

Ae my letter writing requires little time, I do considerable reading
having now near finished-for second time- F,C,7ells Outline of Histoys
a three Volumn set presented me about ten years 2g0; vou may 8l1s0o haw
it, Tn Vol 1,0f Ancient history, he describes at some lencth, the
orld Refore Man: and besinning of Tife on earth, in which boneless
fish rere found to exist: last nignt in my pally lwes, 1 Hulleeu
the inclosed clipping,shich explains. This being a news item you mny
have it in your local psper,

Tt is a wonderful study, especially wnen compared with the Tegtament
reneszis story of the Creation, '

I can see that I am setting into deep water; more than I can fathom,

“he world of 1952 is now vassind through a veriod without nrecedent.
Our most sable statesmen apvear unable to even predict what will take
olace in the next few years: some agree that a United States of Hurope
will solve the problem there, many Turopeans agree,

This may be true on the assumption that Russia has again become over.
extended, and those slave nations are able to break away and form &
»esl Union on linesz similar to North America.

The United States; with Csnads included, arve now paying the price of
world lemsdership. :

The bumsn animal called VAY, by nature learns 10 fight for existernce
and vreservation,

In my humble opinion,
weapon than tanks and atom

™i1ll to all men, : R,
quch is the manner in which my thourhts run on tnis Jan-l,01 195,

end wishine you all the happiness thne rnew year may bring,

educatian for the world is a far more powerful
bombs, to bring Peace on Earth, and Cood

I vemain Very Truly Yours,

(e : J
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Durban, South Africa, Dec. 31.
(?)—A South African fish ex-

million years ago.

night by plane from a tiny islet

a week aga by an African fish-

erman—before it decomposed.
The Coelacanths—which bear

the scientific name of Latimeria

ily of bony fish. They are be-
200 and 350 million years age
and until reeently were known to
man only by fossils,

The. speeimen, a five-foot, blu-
ish-colored creature, came into

tween Zanzibar and Madagascar,

landing.

14 HURT AS TOWER BRIDGE

London, Dec. 31. (P)—Fourteen
persons were. injured slightly

tower bridge opened- suddenly
while a passenger bus was ecross-

their injuries when they were

it slid safely to the far side.

The bridge—crossing the Thames
river just above the city’s dock
area—has a roadway divided inte
two sections that lift up ih the
middle to allow the passage of
large ships wupriver, A London

be raised did not iunction.

{
£ frﬂ in the anburger cheese busmess [
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£l 33 OLD, FOUND OFF AFRICA

pert has annqunced “one of ‘the |
.|most important discoveries made!;
in science—a good specimen of|:
a type of fish that scientists once ?_'
believed had died out at least 50|%

Prof, J. B. Smith, a noted |3
icthyologist, arrived here last|.«

in the French-owned Camorg |\
group between Madagascar- and |\
the East African mainland with a
‘|carefully-guarded ci‘a{:e which he (A8
said contained a Coelacanth, He |y
had made a 3,000-mile dash to|:
23 co}lect the fish—caught more than

Chalumnae—were the first fam-|a

lieved to have evolved between |+

the hands of Capt. Eric Hunt, the
master of a schoener trading be-|i%

who told the world by cable of its "

- GPEHS UNDER LONDON BUS| »
last* night when Londen’s famous| :

ing it. All the victims received| ?

hurled to the front of the bus as|:

transport official said a signal|7 7|
warning that the bridge was to Z. :
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; Vatertown MN.Y, Sept 27, 53,
¥y desr namesake Fred: '

Hav;n; Just now rersad your very interassting letter of

JU}y 19, and in reply will endeavor to give somethingworth notice,

First, regarding the family Reunion held June 23 at Grass Point:
although it was a great success with 69 members attending; several
from the Lansdowne-Gananoque district; sorry to report I was unable
to be with them: This was not caused by my inability to travel, but
through misunderstanding as to transportaticn, untill too late.

I later recieved many letters and phone calls expressing disavppointe-
ment- for not seeing the Patriarch of the Clan present this year,

It is always an enjoyable meeting, and. I was very sorry to miss this
large one, ok ,

Next- taking notice of what you say of your fathers middle name as
Toomie; it is uncormon, as I-find only eight of the name .in our City
Directory of nearvfifty thousand. : ro g L o - . ;

I have never attempted to trace Lois Loomis farther than that she.
was a daughter of John Beach, and married 0Oliver Landon after the
death of her husband'Loomis', , j : - S

People ofter have a queer sense in selecting names for their childre
For instance- my father was given Doty as his middle name; he never
1iked or signed it in full; it was given him in honor of an old
Preacher who happened: to be in the District at the time he .was born
and probably was proud to baptize him, e

Discoveries of this kind often cause doubt, but it will take far more
than the name T.oomis to convince me that you do not come in on my
Yothers side of the family. : . -

The faect of the Ocean Wave' though it might be called hearsay evidenc
with both of us, is most convincing. -

®

In searching old records, perplexing as well as agrivating questions
suddenly sppear, for which we are unable to find a satisfactory or
csuitable answer. - -

I find one of these in the. case.of the original Oliver Tandon.

To explair this most clearly I am making copy of first part of the
census . taken by Joseph Landon for the years. 1805 and 1808, _

This entire pmper can be found among those left at Queens University
Kingeton, last year, : : :

vou will notice the Oliver Sr family in 1805 consisted of 1 man,

1 -woman 4 boys and 2 girls; total 8 is correct; understand this is
written by Joseph and signed as Town Clerk; then when he again counts
noses in 1808 we find the man of the family missing, and total given
as 7: my question is; where was Oliver in 1808, ; :

If this record had not been made by his own Son, it might be excused
as an error; as Oliver certainly did not die untill 182C; and I ‘have
never found any reason for him to abscond, or leave the district at
any time; in fact I findhim performing of ficial duties in that place
sand Township down to the year 1818, '

‘Vour interesting story of your vieit to the Cettysberg battlefield
brings vividly to mingd mewmories of 75 years ago when I sat on the
rail fence with my step-Uncle John Switzer, while the horses rested
on the plow, and listened to hir as he told of his experiences in
that war, and of gettysberg in particular. I have often had a great
desire to see those places which he described. He never talked much
with older people, but seemed to get relief from relating incidents
fresh in mind, to a youngster.. I will describe him briefly,

r




HEe was e x ms i i
livedainaabggzni?r' worged on farms in the neighborhood in summer,

: . y and chopped cordwood during most of the wint d
mﬁging his home with us when unemployed, : ¥ oK
.§§‘had volunfeered for service in the U S army in a Wisconsin regi-
Yf?u, served the full term and reinlisted; not having been absent for
af. thes? years he obtained a furlough to return homé. and before i
tnls.exp}red, the war ended, Now comes the sequel to this- Uncle John
consldering it senseless to travel the long distence back to report
after the war had closed, found some years afterward that he had made
a great mistake, when he applied for a vension and found himsel f now
classed as a deserter. : -

I had another uncle, Yorman Cardner, who served with the cavalry and
enjoyed his pension several years before John made application, and I
recall that he made a number of trips here to Watertown to answer
questions of James Dolan, pension commisioner and eventually proved

his claim; though it required a special act of the US Congress to gran

his pension of sixteen dollars per month, after which he retired,. and
lived comfortably the balance of his l1ife.’ - : :

I can recite many of the old battle songs he used to sing so long ago
and give this little story simply to show the difference in a Soldiers
life in those days compared with the present. f

T regret to say that I have not visited: the o0ld home places this year
which T love so well, in T.ansdowne, and begin to feel some of the
infirmities of age creeping on with my near apvroach to 85, °

I had a request to look up some of the Rogers peolpe; there were thre
of these families in my boyhsood; two on farms near Cananogue later
became merchents 'in the village, while the third named Holmes owned
the farm joining that of grandfather Abner.

You will note that Abner married 'Agnes' as his second wife; she was

a sister of Holmes. six boys and four girls were born to Eolmes, and I

attended school with all those girls and one of the boys, only one 1is
now living, Jennie, now past 80 resides in Gananoque; one of the older
boys Lewis, became a locomotive engineer hauling trains on tke Crand
"runk, snd in crossing his fathers farm gave three peculiar blasts of
the whistle: I often stood beside the track when he passed, leaning
from the cab to wave at us. _ :

This .of course is merely reminiscing though pleasent for me.
¥emory still serves me well in recalling namer of my schooluates of
seventy to eighty years ago; A few years ago I typed the names 0of 103
of these and sent it to my sister, and she bheing older added a few to
my list: in fact that old stone schoolhouse is connected with my very
first recollections of life and the day I went there at the age 4 e
three and & helf years, though I did not attend regularly till near a
year later, my only clear recollection of my Mother is connected with
that first.time, and I have recited that Story many times to both the
young 3and.old relatiwves, S 2

I feel at liberty to talk at some length with you; while memory of
recent events often becomes faulty, that of my youth appears stronger.
having five nieces and four gr-nephews who alwgys rely on what uncle
Fred esys, I am compelled to answer many questions of thos? bygone
days: and I am pleased to report +hat botk my own and my wifes health
ie cénsidered excellent, excent for the natural infirmities of age,
and one week from today, Oct 4th, we celrdbrate our 60th wedding Day,

I have not vet heard of anythings unusual to take vlace, but do expect
2. larce number of cards,

I micht mention that I have a bath scales, won in a Bridge contest
several years ago; I stepped on them just now, and find they register
my weirht as 131 which seems rather low for a man of 5-10% who weighed
167 forty years ago while workinc ten hours per day at a bench in a
lumber mill at the immense salary of twenty cents per hour
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frequently T pause ‘to make comparisonﬁof those days, and figd’men

c?mplaining for working forty hours per week at. 2,1C per hour, and"

find that the dollars I earhed snd paid a hundred cents for now bring

me =lightly less thsn 71 cents +hen I am.compelled to use then in ’

my 01d age, Yes mister- you and I ‘have lived a4 long time and expériens

ed many changes in 1ife, ' : *

. - -

1 seldom write much about polotics or world affairs, as the air now
is so full of these there is no necessity, bu? in.my limited way I .-,
try to keep abreast with conditions in ‘allipatts of the world, whiche
just now sre creatly confused; time alone can*tell how and when 3511 ‘&
these troubles will be settled; I now hopeitoelive to see that period’
the many advantages we have of, learning and keeping up to date€ _are 77,
amszinz compared with those of our rrandfathems who had to rely on'a
emall weekly newspaper, often giving events near a month past, which
we now get in minutes afterit tekes place.. A%

3
. »

Iget much pleasure listening to the ball games, snd. hope to see nmy
favorite Yanks again win the World series though now many fans vote
for the Dodgers to win,

I still .enjoy the Bridge and Pinochle games at my T.incoln T.eague club
and for many vears played billiards, though never considered expertl
‘have won quite a number of prizes at that game, now compelled to give
it uo on account of failing sight and weakness of various kinds,

Qur series of prize games for the winter season opens middle of Oct
sand as I make practice of riding down town once each weeX usually
spend the evening with the lunch and movies after the gsmes, this
generally makes a very late session, which does not interfere in any
way as I can always;sleep all that is needful next day.

T am glad to say that a clear concience and contented mind always
provides for that. : ;
we set our clocks back an hour thris morning, though that makes no

di fference with me. ; ;
o 2 ko

I don't want to become tiresome, though by tlhis time''youw will have . J
becomedfairly well acquainted witk me; and 1 hope to continue our ' - . an
corredépdnderice’ for at least a few More years, . R S 75 U S

The Sunday morning here is sunny: 'my mind anpears'ﬁeryihéﬁive;""w 5
a1d ‘could talk much longer, but as the mai? pickup time draws ; <l
near T will close this 'conversation' by Wi§hinz you ‘and -yours .., 2
311 the hapniness that precent life cgn givi. e -

>

Sincerely Yours, o5 R

4%/‘(:4&/ Zg @/w{(@éu\

B T




QA VA~

el

/ / . A . ‘?WJ"—CL‘ AT L
Gt - b @dé ’/w,f
‘ R,‘»def ¢
Fnined - 3 5T $H —
N 7
o L > _ 50
gt M0\ 7|E E L
A 0o Kasidon S 4 o A §
wwnﬂm o100 2
e o e A WA 519
Bt Yehiiel AVIFI RS-
- Bpe bt Lrsioln
70 s
- ¢l 2 = | |
Jﬁ:ewdém //‘/,3% ‘jmeémi -
A e A A VA 5| arth 1508
JU T Aot SRR ET g | _v)&;da’}é’@{\
ﬁ’éﬂ/ e Fiof é I 7
Boul 45 ARAE. Y
(2.6 Tzl
1




> Watertown N.Y, June 14
Prof- Landon, M, A. 1953

Dear Sir:
I always feel inclined to address you as cousin Fred,

Not having heard from you in the vast few months, I have been
instructed by our Pres- to inform you of the date of our
annual Reunion of the TANDON family; to be held this year on
June 28th, which is the birth date of my only sister,who
having passed away about twsoc years ago, I have now become the
Patriarch of the Clan of which I am fully convinced you are
fully entitled to membership,. ~

The dste falling on Sunday makes it convenient for all to.attend,
quite 8 number coming from the district ot Tansdowne and
rananoque: the meeting place selected is at Crass Point, near
the river, with fine grove and pavilion, also cabins for those
who desirve to stay a few days.

It is located only a short distance west of the Collins Landing
entrance to the bridge,

1 sincerely hope you may be adble to include this among your
outine trivs for the summer; ans assure both yourself and wife
a cordial greeting by a large number‘of relatives,

Dinner will be served at 1:3%0; and we hope you will honor us
by hawing your name placed on our Roil,

Sincerely Yours,

5 RSV A
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Watertown ¥ Y, Aug 29, b4
Desr Fred:-

I waat to express my pleasures on receint of your

v interesting letter of 12th; I at onec sot out copy of my
to you, and was surprised to find it near a year old; and
» reviewing botihh I hope to be ablz to give you something of
interest; out first will mention your inguiry to Harry Tandon,

this is a 1little function »ut on each year dy our Quarter Century
Association; we could not hawve purchased a better day; and 31 of

the o0l1d Boys enjoyed the feast and games,

Of course I was awarded the prize for oldest member »nresent,

with near 83 years in the Order, and 37 Assn; while another got .
orize for longest distance travel; from Phila- Pa. =5

|
: =
¥ig Secy- yhoned me just as I was leaving for an I 0 O ¥ picnic:

I conld write a long story of the great benefit membership in
this Todge and Order was to a voung man coning %5 a strange Town
X1ow7ing only one family here, .

On Joining I was nrivilezed to meet many nrofessional and other
husiness men; as 3rothers; so helpfull in making more friends
and associates,

Yow as to HMarry, I #et in to talk with him occasionally, and was
curioua to Xnow how you came to write him; your letter exvnlains
that; but I still wounder if he told you that he is now writing
wYCLES 0 THE BORDER-in which he claims to have discovered quite
considerable new material of the 1312 War,

Thig i3 now running a full page of the Times each Saturday and I
undepstand is fourteen chasters; later ts De pudblished Book Tomm
with many origzinal drawings and poritrates, ,

¥ have szaved mmch of his previous writiag in the Times; and will
read this in fi1ll at end of the series; he should sead thias teo you,

I aa much better acquaintad with his dbrother Sliften; a lawyer;
and member 3T my I 0 0 ¥ Lodge, Fatherse

1 may have mentioned tha% they come in on what I call the Wethars.
gide of the Family, as taeir zr gr Greandfather was droiher »f mine,

Thers are a Z00d nany Tandong in and near this eity, but they ave
tha snly ones I am now re3lly acquainted with,

As you come in on the mother- side, in order to make it a little
more clear, I will give what might be called a -run down- of the
families of my grandfathers, Abner and Charles Landon; %eeping in
mind, there was near s genevation difference in age of them and
for convenience will put this on a seperate sheet,

T have always made letter wrtiing gomethine of a hobdby, and still
write more thwm a hundred each year,

How well I remember my first attemont, when at the aze of ten our
Teacher offersd a prize for the best letter subnitted by a member
of nmy class, One of my schoolmates, Sherman Xyes had moved to
¥ichiran, and I addressed my letter to him,

I hawve no idea what I wrote; but no doubt it started with the
»1d time salut of Dear Sherm: I now take my pen in hand to write
Qou a few lines to let you know that I am well and hope you are
the same: anyhow I got the nrigesf twenty five cents,

Tik%e many farm boys, my schooling was very limited;.actual}y for
geometry, T hardly ¥xnev the d4ifference between a decimal point
and a fly smeck mtill I took a course o Archetecture in the
Internatinsnal correspondence school, after I,W%g me.awrie:d;1 .

™his wit mount of reading, gave suficcient education
tthZkZig; ﬁlyg§§3§u§h°1ife; with reacsonadle success,

(/




Wateriotm Daily Timwes

TABLISHED 1861 THE BROCKWAY COMPANY TIMES RADIO STATIONS
CIRCULATION OVER 42,000 JOHN B. JOHNSON, Editor and Publisher W W NY—790 KC, FM—100.5 MC
W M S A—1340 KC,FM—1053 M C
WATERTOWN, N.Y. TELEVISION STATION

WCNY-TV - CHANNEL 7

August 21, 1957

Mr. Fred Landon
8L5 Hellmuth Avenue
London, Ontario, Canada

Dear Mr. Landons

Mr. Harry F. Landon, managing editor of The
Times, died November 6, 195h. I am answering the let-
ter addressed to him.

|
Mr. Fred C. Landon, of whom you write, died 1

last Sunday night at the Jefferson County hospital at [
the age of 88 years. I am enclosing the obituary of Mr. |
Fred Landon as it appeared in The Times on Monday night. :
\

|

Hoping that this information will prove of
use to you, I am,

Sinc erely yours,

e’

e

Gl / )4’-()//177‘

Executive Editor

{

|

- |
Gordon W. Bryant, ‘
i

l
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Abner Landon,
(children)
Charlotite Ann,
Qapue) Gray
Jozenh Sawyer
sohn ¥atkine J X
yvarzaret
Catherine
Edwin Doty,

f@ity

horn 1328

horm 13473

Charles T,andon, family

-

! ehildren)
Emeline, ‘born 13473
Lucy
Wellinzton
Tewis
Yary
William
Clara

Chsrles REdwin, born 1883

-Grandchildren-

T now find only three living,

of Abner; and six of Charles

and will give names and seniority of birth for each.

Fred ’Born.laﬁg
David4d B
Clark J born 1330

David resides in~Clayton,R D
Clark in villsge of Omer,

Fred C esme as g

Susan {Webster) Cananogue

william C, T,anadowne
(two above,children of Wellington)

Gesrrxe Gardn*v'wananoque

{Son of Luzy)
Fred Dempster, Sout Lake
Farold Dempster GCananogue,
{Sons of ¥ary)




gune 3, 1955, \*“&’J

. ; 5 et As th tame again draws near fer another
gathering of the %anden 2lan for eur annual Pamily Reunien,
thias i3 t2 inferm you of the date of that greai event, whieh
wi1ll be held June 28, in the Grange Hall of the little villaze
of Omar; losated a short disiance Trom the ¢9llins handing ‘
end of the bridze,

T wonder if you have evar made the Journey from Gananoque or
crpasad those St Tawrence river bridges; particularly the
14ttle sne that swana the narrow Rift Line ghannel from Hill
island to wellesley; if net, it would make a fine vacatiosn.
trip feor you, either by 3us sr private car,

In my boyheoa, Hill island was owned by dohn Landoen,

He was genarally referrsd te as 'one arm Founie' havinz lest
an arm in 8 legging aseident in which the nengs were 39 padly
oyudhed it had is pe amputatea near the shoulaer.

iy Dear Fred;

T have now besome ratriarsh of the Tribe which cousists of
four generatisns of the Landen and Coon families.

Tou certainly are eligible te join with us; and 211 weuld
be delirnted t> find your nams en the Rexzister when the Roll
is called, :

Derendains on weaither, we usually have Trom Tifty to eighty
menmbers at these gatherings; some travel meore than 100 miles,

Sweaxine for myself; as the cloex of age tiexs along Loward
8% I am thansful for moed health; ny only difficulty now is in
walxines more than a guarter mile without reat. :

Ky mocial sotivities nsw consist of Club snd Loaze; made visiis
with I 0 O ¥ to Brocxville Apr 21, ana Xingston Xay 10; these

-

were enjoyadle with opportunity to again cross the nridges. as
1 h2d net visited the hansaowme srgtion tor two years, :

I fully celeive it would be worth your while %o drive aowm
theoush that aistriet and Dde with ug June 6. -

T ahve done very little Family vesearch work in the »ast year;
seecacsionally pick un an iten used for confirmation enly;
2a+i11 find a dead end with Cr-grandfather mitliam: can easily
tragce Tfour of his aons] £liaha, Sterhen, Abram and Charles,
there =2t atill be snother. ¢

I beleive that I have hafare mentioned that I have Elisha's
will; in which he leaves to his nephew Orville Hyram Tanden
T4 in the wviliage of Tansdowne, and 160 dsllars in
him by mv grandmsther Elenoc¢ when he

a vagant
monay which was npald 9

heocame o7 aze. : s rh
wy unaolved questisn now is; Tho was father of Qrville Fyvam;

those old T,ansdowne ragords which I left at Queens Yniversity
de not shed any lisht en this,
gy far 29 T eonld find I am @

all otherse, 3
There are seme Landons remaining in hansdowne village; the

restmaster is one; I would like very much to 1n§erview,§1m.
T know you are interested in thris sesrch, and iT anytning

turne up I will forward it to you.

atigfied with evidence comcerning

I must add just 8 1ittle more~




hroush my desk I found a Beok eof snan plctures buried
of o1d elinpinze. :

taking these shois several yeara azo, »7 the tws

ana houees on the Landsn farm lecated avsut feur miles
of Cananeque, on the Provineial hirhway,

ape mnme size and shape exsept front; buill of irrecular
one; mestly light celored, with falriy amooth surface

pele

i -
(IR S er |

3 3
5‘
3-
(2

23
H
ol
3
(39
@
@
o

I hewe not been able te learn when they were duilt, or the
orizinal swner; they were old when I was hara on the adjeining
farm,The old Tanadswne records sheds 1i¢tle light on this,

They stand en the sare loi, about twenry rods apart,
veu will notice the entrance dnar st end, snd low kitchen part

fagea esst en ene; weat on the other,
1 am esnfident our Gregrandfather William swned both, and

pacuvied the one with the ranf dormar st the time he lest his
1ife in %4he Osean Vave disaster,. : ;
iy grandfather Charles 1ived there for balance of his 1ife.
well Frad; I hope ysu find a 1ittle of interest in all this

from your namesake,
Lol




""atErtO\yn Iq' E’. Ja.n 6'1956
¥y desr namesake Fred: ; e ,

r

BT . 'As in less than two weeks: Jan 16 to
I will pase milestone 87 of the rozd of 1ife, how

often T wish we could go bhacl
vigh ; 1 ! 3.cK to the days when the sa i i
217 our letters ran thus. : A otk

~I now'take my pen-in hand to write you a fewr 1ines t
know that I am well and hope you are the same,

he exact:

o let you

To sprinkle in a few words of an o0l4d song of my—schboldays»
Yany years have pazssed since that hann& time el
But the river keeps rolling alone: e : ;
And the rippline sounds on its méssy banks ,
Are singing the same 51d song.

*

Those were the hapry days of boyhood of long ago at the farm
home in Tansdowne,

Al} my companions are. now gone; I know of only one, now 3
resident of Gananoque, that I met whie on a visit there two
yesars ago, ' e

We hnd s very enjoyable Christmas with full family dinner;
snd. I made 3 three day wisit with two of mv nieces for the ew
Vesr weekend st Towwille, o ' s B '

Among the flood of more .than one hundred greetine cards, nmost
leasing of all was yours, with the short letter in which you
mention the man at Ottawa, I clearly recall seeing this man last
summer: our meeting came sbout in this way. B e

T was down town for the afternnon; had transacted all my dusiness
then went to the Hollywood restaurant for a glass of beer:there
was one vacent stool at the bar; 38 1 sat sivping my beer the man
henide me asked my age: as he did not appear ts beleive me I paid
1ittla sttention untill he gaid- I'11 bet your name is Landon;
aurprigsed at this I r’ed»guiitvtto"the charge: and: told him he
nad won the bet: he then asked if'I had any ‘relatives ‘across the
Tine: to this I renlied that I was rroud to say that -I was. born
within 1ittle more than a mile from the St Lawrence, and some-
vears ago had many .relatives there, 5 G
'This about ended our conversation, as I seldom stay in those.
nlaces more than a fTew munites unless I harpen to meet an old
frie n talk with, - g oy ok
Asigzdiizerests me now is the fact that he should be able:.to:take
notice of a resembdlance hetween us; and I now.want to ex?pange
vhotos, I have a very pood one taken at Lowville on rny nirthday
of three years ago; and have arranged with my niece to have more
made; you wil recieve one of these ?efora T ang:; gnd I hope you
can sendi me one of yours, taken within the 18t five or ten years
if only to prove this man was not nearsighted.

-

T s1so have 3 strong desire to see and talk with you; ay@ as
the T.andon Clan will hold its Reunion at Wllﬁtead Ont: this year
thought vos=ibly you mirht arrsnge to meet w1th_ue; Plﬁht‘npar
the vlace where T sm confident your ancesters 1ived, on the
Provincial highwayv, ahout four miles east of Ca?anoquc,

mhe date of our sathering is made as June 25, in bono? of th¢
hirthdey of my only sister: and the Coon family Jjoin with us 1n
this celedration.

we now have two Secv's,
the C12n for Ontario.

vre Paul G rey of Gananoque represents




It w her a3~
b eather is rood we generslly have ahout sixty vresent for the

011 Call gnd dinner,

You will recieve advance notice of exact ‘date of meaetine, and
a1l 91ncvre1y hore you and your ".sdy can he with us in persen,
or at least by letter, snme as last year. :

I have given you this information i=n detail: thourh probvadly
will write you =2g3in before long, )

Speaking for myself; am glad to report general health excellent;
have not found it neccc isary to consult a physician in more than
twenty years: though as age creeps on I find some difficulty in
walking; especially in winter; dont get ont much except to Club
and ocasionally Todge meetings: enjoy 1ife quietly at home with
rlenty of good readinzg and the radio; also do considersble of
writing: ae my five nieces always want te know how uncle Fred
rets along; often find an item of Family History worth looking up
211 this keen° me quite content, .

I micht add that now I am making a review of the entire History
of the I 0 0 F fraternity, since it was established in England.
ag the Manchester ¥nity Of FPriends, about 300 vears ago,

™at story is far too long to relste here; though I am supoosecd
to have written -rcport -for the Quarter Century meeting in April.

This may -prove of little interest to you, as nractically all of
it ie beyond my 64 yesrs as a memoer, is taxeﬂ from a large book,
of 900 pages containing the entire history of the Order,

This book was found.in an old house while being torn down several
years ago: I must first.discover the his torv of the book itself;
8s no one now seems to be its owner,
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kine note that I.ram runnine alone to far greater lenglth than

intended ,T must soon shut down. the press with-1ittle mention of
our 64 thoussand io?’ar queetloq as to who will be our candidates
for Pres-., o=t e : : : A
Fow well Y recsll my first nﬂ11t1021 csmpaipgn in 1888 when we
set up a2 tall flazg ‘pole in the 1ittle village of Qmer; an orator
come from Watertown, and when those speeches ended I becamc a2
confirmed Republiecsn, thoush I would not be old enough to vote
for two years, - =

T stil1l have a3 strong hunch thnat Ike' will fully recover from
his recent dlsathltv, and again accept nomination; and of course
win in a walk; as near all expect.

Fe is too nnod 3 'soldier to quit or desert us now, whcn‘hig

service is required more than in world.war two,
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Ap with these few remarks, honing this finds vou 1n good hcqlth
and can find time to write me again soon, I remsin

Yruns Tty e
o Fred C Aomelon
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Desr Fred: Yeh 23, 1955,

Just a short note this time, to explain
delay in shipping promised photo; cauzed from not being
able fo find the nepgative in order to have more prints
rade. They were taken at Towville N.Y, my niece had made
the large nicaly decorated Birthday cake; first shot is
adimirineg the cake:; the other shows the o214 Boy prepared
to cut it together they show present features plainly
‘and you should be sble to know if, or how, the Cttawa
man could rnotice a resemblance between us, g

I am pleaszed to report feeling exceptionslly well after
vaasine 87: though fing hearing has become a bit dull,
and leg muscles now prevent much walking; cant play the
billisrds any more; must be satiefied with Bridge and
Pinochle; Doctors pronounce general health 311 right:
may last a counle vesrs nmore. ’

That sounde l1ike the werdict for Ike: thoursh 211 hone
he will go much longer: v da S i in Whi
i fgi o timc?;eﬁ.we need a Soldier in the White
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I greatly enjoy yvour lettera: an
token within the 12t five or tan
much rlessed to receive it,

d if you have a photo
vears I would he

Sincerely Yours

1}
.

s

Pred C,nLandon

1 A21 Moffett St
Watertown N.Y 2




Votertown N.Y,” Jan 18,1957,

-

ear Cousin Fred:

As I pass milestone 88 today, it appears far different

and more importent than =zny of the others slong the road of a
Teone 1ife,

Ae T review vour lact three lettere of 1956, T feel constrained
to 544 2 1ittle to the strencth of the tie which hinds us
torether; and am sending along two pictures whkich I will exrlain
later,

As I have made reply to your first twe letters, this might be
concsidered 28 answer to vour short one, with the Christmas card
First I will say: we hsd a Havpy Day; with 8 big family dinner
and exchange of Cifts: too numerous to mention, '
The victure on your Card of the red barn. reninded me of 3
1ittle song we sang in those schooldays of long sge
Yere is the chorus=s-

mhe cows are in the clover;
They'v trampled there since morn.
Co and drive them Vagrie,
me the o0ld red barn.
i .

1 hawve 2 larse portfolio of these 0ld time Songs and Poens
ctored up in memory; and naving five nieces snd four Gr-Nephews
211 demand these along with my frequent letters; I have written
s creat meny in the last ten years. g

Wext I will say that my general healtk is pronounced excellent
beve not found it necessary to consult & Doctor in twenty years
can sleep soundly eizht te ten hours, and eat four times per ax
it ae age creeps on I find hesrine has become quite dull;
csnt enijey the Todge snd Club meetings so well; thoush I-stil?
Leep uv membership, &8s our T.incoln Tezgue Club located on the
Dublic Square, makes 2 rsood vlace to rest when down town,
thourh T have not been out for some time.

No doubt you heard radio reports of aur severe cold spell when
mern went 5% below zern at nesrby Toonvilie: thig was an all
time record for N,Y atate: thourh 372 was 1owest in Watertown,

Then along with this extreme cold, came break in our gas pipe
line which for two days drove many peorle from homes heated 2y
gas: fTortunately we use 0il, and it was no grest inconvep@cncg
aa we have a supply of dry hadwood slahs to use for cooXing 1n
the combinatimn'kitchen range: though the furnsace had.to woTK
overtinme to keep the rodistors hot and Temrp up te 7r-in eur

eigkt rooms.

Now for those pictures. I feel sure you will find interest in
them: as they were taken en the farm on which umy Vother was born
21s0 tris farm was ovned by your Gr-grandfather-(and mine)
williszr T.anden st the time he lost his life in the QOcean Yave
digaster.

Iy grandfathec Charles, rust have mwarr

i

jed Tlenor Yates at hbout
that time: as their first child- ry Yeil

€
i \ ier- was born in 1843,

He rucst have taken over t7e¢ property and 1ived there rest of
hia 1ife: while 211 his brothers except one, Elisha rovedl avway.
vou rust rerember there was threc of trhose TLandon brothers who
reved fror Tickhfield Conn- to upper Canada shortly after the
Revolution. I hkave not yet been sble to trace our Cr-grandfather
t7illian, beyond the aates given in the 0ld Record books and
~gpers which I left at Queens T,ibrary in Xingston,
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The little square picture is what I consider as a wonderful
xng>1e of the work of nature,
This snapshot was tasxen with the camera looking streight down

o a hele in the solid granite rock, I never measured exact,
t would say it is sbout 18 inches in diswreter and same in
pth, with perfect oval bottom and amoothly noliched sides,

t firet it may sppezr as s black spot painted on the rock
a= 517 interior is discolered by dirty water standing all year
round:; brim fll .in serine, cwvaporates conmideranle in hot dry
weather: T had to hail out some water —hen T took the picture;
then placed 2 lisht colored stone about sise of a baseball to
ahow the rounded bottom,. : ‘

In my bovhoed there, we were told that the Indians made this
hole for a place to grind their corn; we now know this was a
fable; as it was slowly ground out by a whirlpool, during the
slacisl period; long before any Indisn or other living creature
exieted there, : ~ i <

Another of these holes a short distance toward the rond on a
ledge about ten feet lower down is same depth. but different
shape =2nd =ive:.T have not been able for fifteen years to climb
down for a loosk at this one,

As I recall it is near pear chaped with round ends snd bottom
1ensth about three feet: large end twe Teet and small end about
fifteen inches scress,

The encineer that ground that one out appears to have set the
drill on a slizht slant, or moved it a little down streanm as
the work progressed. , : ;

In the round hole picture nothinz is vieible on the rock there
except the old tin can I used to bail out the water and the
toe of my ricght shoe.

T dont claim to be much of a student in the works of rature;
Wit with copmon sense and & little thourht, it is easy to
explain how 211 this was done. '

In this locality all the farm 1and to Tansdowne village, and
north farther thsn I ever travelled, i= practically level; with
some swamp and woed land north of the railrosd and aleng the
consession line: there is a fract fsrther north known as the
Drownded T,ands; I have no idea where this is located.

~

>
>

76 will now take a leok at the other picture:; taken with same
carers at dicstance of fourteen feet, ey

veu should take particular notice of where the round hole i
located, close to the eige of the rock where I am sitting,

I have sat there many times, more than eieghty years 8g9.
mhis cives s fairly rcod view of where the ravine begins;
1opoking north-east at an angle with the close 0y Pr9v1q01a1
highway in the background; the culvert under the r?ad ie shown
with the tiny streamnm of waoter fed by two large Springs; one of

which i= on the Tandon farm; the little stream which flows
vear round, Curves at this point, then flows streight for more
then s mile to where it widens out in a shallow rarshy 33y of
the ot T,awrence. .

This ravine sbhout 80 feet deep at its lovest point has these
same grenite rocks 071 north side, extending a2cTOS38 four fgrms;
the land is useless for anything except sheev pasture, wnile
+he scuth c=ide is cormoced of nicely ecounde i clay =oil. }

"he only bhrake Or fracture of these hard rocLs iz along avout
fifty feet mest from the Hole; the perpendicular streight face
je fairly smooth; shows eight to ten fect adove the eoil -vhich

0

slopes down into the revine,
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1I ane often wonderedi how the inmense ioce npreasure faile: to
destrov the w g P o . < Lt

, 1r v tYL:ﬂOrK lone there, by only a few inches; as we the

would hawe knewn nothin- of it: nlgo how iecp the aroken nar
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that roch may be buried,

:he?vﬂl" another exonmle of this roe« srtittiacs on the north
cide 07 Tandons Ray; this 3oy was the south houndery of the
Tarre tract of land ecranted 2o 0lliver Tondon: he was annsne
the firet settlers »f thot iistrict. ' '

At a vlace &nown as the Indiian Rock, the stor. roe~ with this
nape; an Indian chaseins a wounded deer came near the hirh
rrecivnice; the deer swerved to one side, while the man runnine
at full speed »lunged over and drovned in ‘lcen vater helow
*thie lerend might very well be true,

No game fTish core that far un the 3ay: Ihawve fished there
gseveral tires, for vperch and rock hass, but have not seen it in
gixty years, :

This breax, as I recall, has a streic~ht and plumid face about
40 or 50 Teet wide and around 25 feet hish froun the water, in
sare red rranite roeck,

The <ceanic highway frow Gananoque to the I3ridges, ccrosses
the mwouth of T.andoris 3ay: where it opens into the large Halstead
RAgy to . the nerth,

I trink thie alon~ =with the o1d atone hou=e wictures will give
aome iden of what the home nlsce of sur ancester now loaks like
ttoush I know of nd chance there in my lifetinme,

1T advi=e th-at vou pn there and see for yourself; stop 2t the
mm C.handoen rlabe “hey take care of tourists; and see the
finely mouldel ceiline of the varlor roou of the o514 house,

To again mention veour Christras letter. recardine the.man you
talked with at Cttawa. I dont rceall meetins this man in the
reatzurant here . “ }

"hepe iz nine Tandon farilies listed in sur City directory:
1 know only one of them per=onally; cliftoen H: 5, ﬂawyur yhn
lTives on the orth siie; was far vetter scquainted '-r'}‘ff.‘n his
s5rother ., Harry; he was managine Tditor of our'Dallv Tinen gp
to tire of ris death about tvo vears ago’ their varcnts came
here froam vicinity of 1pockville asout 100 yvears ago,

ap far s the 3lirthiayv is conce med: I am thankfull to be

feeling ap ~nod: in fact =eer 3 1ittle =tronger than usual-

-ut ae the =ero weather nrevents pettin- sut, it i= enent
gnietly at lome;

-ith nunerous carils o° con~ratulation from
near relative=, anid phone calle feon ol f friends.

-
1

'y ecretest hore now e 1hat nav De able to weite you
ance thine of thia style for at lea~t a coiple uore years.

Freol G.{ Drcclos




C RANDFATHER

) :
RbRAT LAnscn famil%%” Charles T.andon famil ik

Charlotte Ann . 1828
Semuel Gray
Joseph Sawyer
John Watkins
Yargaret
Catherine
Edwin Doty, born Feb 1843 Fmeline, born Apr 1843
Lucy
Wellington
Tewis
MVary
Wwilliam
Clara *

C . BEdwin bhorn = 18671
4

This sheet is merely}to give a quick run down
of both sides of my Family.




421 Meffett St. i
iatertown, N.Y.

August 29,1957

Dear lir. Landcn,

appreciate your kind letter cf sympathy.

Father had been feiling slowly fecr some
monthe. I gave up my pcsition after thirty-cne
years'service with a wholessle mill end industrial
surply company in Vatertown to come hcme ernd give

more time to licther and Father. liother is very keen.|

|
|
liy licther and I and my Brother Charles }
i
]
|
|

During the summer he came down with & |
circulatory ccondition, which later develcped intc
g2ngrene in one leg. Due tc his advences age, I
emputet ion waes nct advised by the doctor. Through |
the use of medern druges his ccndition improved’scme}
for a short time. However, we were reccnciled that |
there wculd not be any permanent reccvery. {

Father kept your lettere and picture. |
Scmetime I will pass them on tc other members of
the family. Otherwise, they would be destrcyed,as }
I am unmerried and my brother hss no children, and |
there would be nobody coming after us tc be inter- |
ested in such reccrds. ;

I enclose clipping from Wetertown Dsily . ;

Times which gives a very accurste acccunt cf my ,
father's life. i
lir.Fred Landcn Sincerely, 1
846 Hellmuth Ave. 3 - :
Londcn, Ontario (a%w{):%“uﬁ“—dg‘ !
i
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