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Seventy-five thousand bushels was too

UTSAILED STEAMERS-

S

[rensoen - =BUT LAKE CAUGH

much for Minnedosa with reduced freeboard, and her
made the record he hoped.

THE MINNEDOSA IN HER PRIDE OF SAIL

MINNEDOSA, Kingston- |Nll"’ pride of C“l‘i on the Great Laltn, with her four masts, twelve sails, and h.unlu.d NuQ cost Sl 0(

| and' did sail, as

'steamboat could go.

voyage to Toledo ' to-
was in tow of ‘the tug Walker, |
because they knew she would need
ja tug to get “her through the
;Welland canal and up the Mau-
i mee river. The Walker couldn’t
keep the towline taut when they
made sail on her, and cast off. When
_?Lhey got to the canal there was
little use for the tug, either, for the
Minnedosa was so long she filled
the new (then) locks completely,
and the tug had to lock thraugh
ahead of her or after her. The tug
came in handy of course on the
long level, and in light winds, es-
pecially if they were ahead.

The Minnedosa had to tow through
the canal with horses, and it took
i four teams to move her—six or
eight if the wind got strong. That
| was one of her drawbacks.
| twelve men are said to have been
needed to sail her—whether twelve
;all told, or twelve in the forecastie

Her

|

And |

load g,-am‘She needed a'smaller crew. There!in her.

were only eight in her when she
was a barge.

MASTERS OF MINNEDOSA

The Minnedosa's first master was
|Capt. John Geoghan of Xingston;
{her 1last, Capt. Phillips. Capt.
Geoghan was succeeded by Capt.
John Irwin, of Kingston, who had
successful seasons in her in 1896 and
1897 but had to give her up from a
fatal illness contracted on board. Her
freights from Fort William to Kings-
ton ran sometimes as high as $3,000
a trip.
thinking 1890's, with sailors wages at
$1 a day and “corporation pay” con-
‘sidered extravagant at 15 cents an
;hour. any vessel earning a $1,000
| freight was a money maker.

Capt. “Cham™ Irwin — Robert
Chamberlain were his first names—
isucceeded his father, John, in 1897
and sailed the Minnedosa until 1904,
| when he left her and WQt into steam,

PR L Sea S T W e e

In the plain living and high |

‘\I!NNEDOSA was: meant to saxl and four in the cabin is not known. |in the Enxhsh built ‘midship brldged
fast- as any | That is one of the reasons why she steamer _Wexford, lost in the Great
first | was cut down to be a tow barge. | Gale of 1913.

Capt. Irwin was not
He died in Collingwood in
11909 after laying the Wexford up.
Two of his sons live in Toronto,. Dr.
R. N. Irwin and Mr. Wm. Geo.
Irwin,

Capt. John Irwin’s name lived long
after him on the lakes in the tanker
John Irwin (now the Cyclowarrior)
of the BA Oil Co. She was built in
the old country.

Before becoming master of the
Minnedosa Capt. Irwin had been
master of the schooner Edward
Blake for seven years when she was
owned by Samuel Fraser. Her port-
rait appeared recently in Schooner
iDays. She had a curious adventure
with McGarrigle of Chicago.

Capt. John Irwin was an old em-
! ploye of the Cabin Company, timber-
lmerchanls, of Garden Island, and of
\James Morton, of the Kingston dis-
(tillery. Later he sailed his own
schooners. the Lily, lost off Long
Point in‘a storm-—his only disuter

‘her

|—and the Champion and ‘Queen o(‘

the Bay. He was in partnershxp for | e
a time with James Falconmer. Heglo
was 47 years a lake mariner, W

l

MORE THAN BUILDER'S HEART 1
- WAS BROKEN

One error in judgment was made
in building the Minnedosa and it
cost dear in the end. It almost
broke the builder's heart, although
he was in no way to blame for it.
The management was persuaded
that the ship would have toco much
freeboard, that is, she was going
to have her side unnecessarily
high out of the water so that with
hold full to the hatches
she would draw so much water she
could not .get through the canal. So
they gave the order when she was
in frame to finish her with 18 inches
less topsides than planned. As orig-
inally designed she could have car-
ried 90,000 bushels and been the most
seaworthy vessel on fresh water.

She seemed to do well enough, as
it was but the testing time  came
when, she was fifteen mn*ﬂd and:irg
crowded ynth carga in, l_m ﬂrt to(ﬁp




STEAM

LAKE CAUGHT HER

uch for Minnedosa with reduced freeboard, and her Captain never
made the record he hoped

Schooner Days
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FTHE MINNEDOSA IN HER PRIDE OF SAIL
the Great Lakes, with her four masts, twelve ulls, and figurehead that cost $1,000 to gild.

Im the English built 'midship bridged

e | steamer Wexford, lost in the Great

. |Gale of 1913, Capt. Irwin was not
in her. 'He died in Collingwood in

e 1909 after laying the Wexford up.
{Two of his sons live in Toronto, Dr.
{R. N. 'Irwin' and Mr. Wm. Geo.
Irwin,

Capt. John Irwin’s name lived long
'i'after him on the lakes in the tanker
L 'John Irwin (now the Cyclowarrior)
of the BA Oil Co. She was built in
the old country.

Before becoming master of the
| Minnedosa Capt. Irwin had been
master of the schooner Edward
Blake for seven years when she was
owned by Samuel Fraser., Her port-
rait appeared recently in Schooner
Days. She had a curious adventure
with McGarrigle of Chicago.

Capt. John Irwin was an old em-
ploye of the Cabin Company, timber-
merchants, of Garden Island, and of
James Morton, of the Kingston dis-
tillery. Later he sailed his own|
schogners, the Lily, lost off Long|
1Pgint in‘a storm—his only disaster
ﬂt;d. .ihe Champicn and Queen of
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the Bay. He was in partnership forlestabhsh a new record for a .big
a time with James Falconer. He  load from Fort William to Kingston.
was 47 years a lake mariner, With 75,000 bushels in her she had
MORE THAN BUILDER’'S HEART not enough reserve buoyancy and
WAS BROKEN Ispare freeboard to. rise with the
One error in judgment was made | WaERS iy 4 duck OF 3 0L Btepd
in building the Minnedosa and - it she ipped like a helldiver. This be-
cost dear in the end. It almost fell her in an autumn gale ‘on Oct.
broke the builder's heart, although | |20th, 1905, 2} miles off Harbor
he was in no way to blame for it. lBeach in Lake Huron; across the
The management was persuaded |lake from Goderich.
that the ship would have too muchi She was in tow then of the steamer
freeboard, that is, she was gomg|Westmount behind the barge Mel-
to have her side unnecessanly rose, for the tall topmasts had long
high out of the water so that with | been taken out of her and her masts |
her hold full o the hatches|reduced to stumps. She had become
she would draw so much water she | a towbarge, just another of the weary
could not get through the canal. So |caravan trailing wp, and down the.
ithey gave the order when she “asilakes behind tug or steamer. Run-
in frame to finish her with 18 inches 'mng for shelter in a great gale she
less topsides than planned. As orig- ' went down in a sea and never came
inally designed she could have car- |up, and she took good men with her,
ried 90,000 bushels and been the most | six sailors and Capt. Phillips and his
aeaworthy vessel on fresh water. wife. Seeing that she was founder-
-.She seemed to do well enough, as 'ing, Capt. Phillips is believed to have
it was but the testing time came
,when she was fifteen years old and
crowded with cargo in _an effort to | too.

cut the towline so as to save the Mel- |
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‘| of the sleeping

rose ahead of him from foundermg ‘C,hurch puﬁe.rm s/
ey C..

Returned Men — Service~
men Never Travelled Seo
Comfortably

Montreal, June 23 — Transport
Controller Lockwood and Canada's
two major railroads weren't fooling
when they said returning service
personnel were going to get top .
priority on the best railway equip-

ment in the countty. They weren't

fooling, either, when they said that
this priority -for servicemen wa#s
going to put a serious crimp in
civilian travelling comfort.

The figures on the whereabouts
and dining car
equipment of the Canadian railwayl
tell the story. Before the service=
men .started caming home in large
numbers there were some 800 sleep=
ing cars on regular runs through-
out Canada—now there are 300.
And it the military requirements
should become larger, that 300 will
shrink accordingly. The. proportion
is similar for dining car equipment.
_‘There is no parallel in Canadian
railroading history for the switch
of almost two-thirds of the country's
sleeping and dining equipment to
the troop specials. There is pot
even a remote precedent for e
wholesale “raiding” of regular irain$

to provide the best equipment.

And, as far as railway officlals
are concerned, there is no parallel
for the utter lack of complaints from
the civilian travellers who are
riding the day coaches and carry=
ing their lunches so that the return-
ing veterans can ride and eat in
comfort. ‘

There is no precedent from the
standpoint of the service men either,
for ' that. matter. They didn't go
away in such style. When they left
they rode in whatever was avail=
able, on trains whose movements
were masked in secreecy.  If they

‘were lucky, they had sleepers and

diners. More often they travelled by
coach and got their food at their
seats ‘from fatigue parties who col-
lected it in makeshift commissary
cars.

And now? As ome veteran put it
when a 16-car sleeper special pulled
into  Montreal: “The only trouble -
was we had to’ wait while they
changed the tablecloths in the diners
between each sitting.”

CHURGH FREE
OF ALL DEBT
G-UNSECRATED |

Traditional Rite Performed at, -
St. Chad’s—Farewell To
Departing Rector — New
Rector Welcomed

High tribute to St. Chad's 4
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verwen WAS CANADA'S PRIDE

Her christened name was Minnedosa, meaning “Water of the Ra
best oak and iron could make.

pids”—She was the




LAUNCH OF THE MINNEDOSA AT KINGSTON, APRIL 26th,

—From an early photogravure in the Dominion lllustrated.

2

1850

[DRIDE OF CANADA was the regis- ) thcught of the origin of the launch-

tered name of a lake barquentine |

built by Louis Shickluna at St. Cath-
arines in 1859. She was a good ves-
ser of her class, the Old Welland
Canal type, limited by the locks to
138 feet length and 365 tons registe
the most that could be dragged ovets
the sills.

The real pride of Canada in the

| lake trade came thirty years later,

when .James Roney, master builder
fer the Montreal Transportation Co.,
laid the kee] blocks for the schooner
Minnedosa in the company’s ship-|

yard at Kingston east of the old] ‘name

Tetu du Pont barracks, whene the.
brick stables How stand. Wwb was |
begun in 1889, and on April 26th, |
1890, she was ready for launching. -

All the soft soap in Frontenac
County had been gathered up, ‘to
grease the ways. Two tugs were re-
ouired to start her. The launching
bottle was broken and the christened
name pronounced — “Minnedosa.”
Minnedosa is a Sioux word meaning
waters of the rapids. “Fastwater”
vweuld be an English equivalent.

ILL OMEN AT LAUNCH

Down the ways slid the great
hollow-sounding hull, unti] the bow
was almost eclear. Then she hung.
Her great weight had spread or
broken the huge oaken tfimbers of
tne slideways under water.

A diver had to go down to ascer-
tain what was holding her. It was
a perilous task to remove the ob-
structions without injuring the ves-

. se! or being crushed by her. Scholars

|
o

ing custom of shedding the blood of |
| the grape on the bow, which is said |

and ceiling were 5-inch oak plank.
All this oak was reinforced by a steel !

| sheerstrake 5 of an inch thick belt- |

the Grecian goddess of harvest. Be-
hind her inverted cornucopiae, or
horns of plenty, poured out the

| to represent the blood of the human | ing her all around at the deck level | bounty of corn and wheat and the

sacrifices with which pagan launch-
ings were accompanied of yore.
Sailors said if she killed a8 man at

her launching she would. go on kill- |

ing men all her life.
But she was floated off without in- |

jury to herself or the diver, and had 1

a useful career of twenty-five years. !

Yet the life-price of her christening | |

was paid in the end.

LAST AND GREATEST SCHOONER

The Minnedosa really ;mtltmd*the
“Pride of Canp although
-she never. wou,;t. St

schooners built in- Ca
lakes, .Her buﬂd&rsl 5
and decoration upon hm .

vak and iron in the w& 1
She was 250 feet long tmm_ #

stern, 242 feet on-the. k'{ﬂ’,feeﬂ
‘beam, 17 teetifeepintbe_,_ s

Great Lakes Red Book ‘,
with 2,000 tons capultv w :
carrier,

Her ﬂoor-frames, the
ot her ribbing, were oak t
inches by 18 inches, as heavy u se
of the famous Kingston-built ‘fhree-
decker H.M.S. St. Llwrenct, [ 102°
guns, and there was only five inches

~

of space between them. e R
Her bilge planks were great l!ngths

;:V

of oak eight inches thick. Her sides

and 18 inches deep. Below this, inside,

she had diagonal straps of steel form- |
ing three 5-foot squares and landing |
2% feet on the floor frames. This

was to prevent hogging.

OUR FIRST FOUR MASTER

She had four masts, and the main-
mast was 150 feet from heel to top-
mast truck. She was not a lofty ves-
sel, for her proportions of beam to
length, one to seven, and the im-
practicability of carrying ballast,!
called for a comparatively low-sail
plan,  But she'haia four topmasts, and

“wind abeam she was wpable of mak-

- |ing fifteen knots.

‘She had six cargo hatches Her
ferecastle was a high, square deck-

“I.house, under the foreboom. Nearly
|all other lake schooners had their
‘forecastles forward, in'the eyes of
“1'the ship, and below deck. She had a

hendsome poop-cabin aft, where her
‘deck was raised. The cabin had two
d(Tors and two windows in the for-
"ward bulkhead, four windows on
each side and a large skylight over
the dining room, which was in the
sfter part of it. The jiggermast came
through the cabin roof, torward of
the skylight.
FIGUREHEAD A MSTEIPIECI
The stern was rounded with a
beautiful elliptical transom and her
stem had a graceful cutwater knee
and trailboards, culminating in »
lifesize half-length figure of Ceres,

W“hﬂy rigged oh 411 masts ¢arry-:
®1ling twelve workmx sails. With the

' fruits o1 the earth, flowing back in

a beautifully carved Greek scroll

running along the cheek-knees. On
the headrails which braced the
| figurehead was, at each end, a Cana-

!dian beaver with a maple branch in |
{his mouth. Between the lines of
| the rails the name was carven deep

' A thousand dollars was spent on
‘ goldleaf and painting for this {igure-

|head. It was the finest ever set
,aﬂoat on fresh water. It was de-
| signed and its construction super-
vised by N. Henderson, Kingston ar-L
‘tist, H
was done by John Martin. The ur-f
tist who did the earving was Louis |
Gougdier, one of the most skilful !
wood workers in Canada. He even |
finished the catheads, the great foot- |
square oak timbers projecting from

the bows for catting the anchors. '
with the heads of cats as large as
tigers, carved in relief on the ends
of the timbers, and these were paint-
ec to look like life.

It took 65-ft. oak sticks, 14 inches
square, to build up her main keelson,
and her sister keelsons were also 14
inches square. She had two decks
and two shelf-pieces 36 x 7 inches
on. each side, with doubled deck-
{rames supported by 140 iron hang-
ing knees, each weighing 400 Ibs.
She cost between $60,000 and $70.000 '
to build in 1890. ‘It is doubtful u'
the work could be done now at tenl
times the figure, if it could be donex
at all.
| nor the carpenters.

|

The gilding, all in_gold leak

We have neither the ukl o
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