


0 A EAMERS- s. 
By C. H. J. SNIDER - AKECAUGH 

Seventy-five thousand bushels was too much for Minne dosa with reduced freeboard, and her 
made the record he h,oped. 

THE MINNEDOSA IN HER PRIDE OF SAIL 
MINNEDOSA, Kingston-built pride of Ca••d• on the Gr.qt LaJtes, with ber four "'11ts, twelve ull1, IM figuN~ .. cl th•t c..t $1,00 

I ~JINNEDOSA was , meant to sail, I a11d f~ur in the cabin ~ not ~nown. 1 in the Englis~ bui~t 'mi~ship bridged the Bay. }{~ w~s in partnership for J ~ 

I 
and · did sail, as fast- as any That 1s one of the reasons why she I steamer . Wexford, lost m the Great a time with · James Falconer. He ~ ~~ 

steamboat co!lld go. Her first was cut down to be a tow barge. Gale : ot 1913. ~apt. Irwin was not was 47 ye~rs a lake mariner; w 
\'oyage to Toledo to · load grain j She needed ~ sma_ller crew. There I in her. He died in Collingwood in MORE TBA~ BUILDEa•s HEA&T 

1 
no 

was jn tow ot the tug Walker, 1 were only etght m .her when she 

1

1909 after laying the Wexford up. w~s BB.OIEN I sp 
because they knew she would need was a barge; Two of his sons live in Toronto,. Dr. w 

R N I · d M w G One error in judgment was made 

l
. a tug to get "her through the MASTERS OF MINNEDOSA · . · r~m an r. m. eo. - · s 
Welland canal and up the Mau- . • j lrwm. ~~stbu~l:;:g i~heth~i:~~~Oi~ :"t!o~ l' fel 

. Th W lk ld 't The Mmnedosa s first master waa Capt John Irwin's name lived Ion« 20 
' kmee nhver. 1' e t at erh couthn I Capt. John Geoghan. of Kingston; after h.im on the lakes in the tanker broke ~he builder's heart, although 

I eep t e tow me au w en ey 1 h 1 c t Philli c he was in no way to blame for it. 841 
made sail on her. and cast off. When 1 Ger h ast, ap ' d. pds.b · captt. John Irwin (now the Cyclowarrior) The management was' persuaded 1 laJ 

1 eog an was succee e Y ap · ot the BA Oil Co. She was built in 
they got to the canal there was John Irwin of Kingston who had that the ship would have too much J 

h ·th f h • • the old country. . little use for t e tug, e1 er, or t e successful seasons in her in 1896 and B f b . t f th freeboard, that is, she was goine WI 
· h f'll d e ore ecommg maser o e h h . · Mmnedosa was so long s e 1 e 1897 but had to give her up from a M' d C t 1 . h d b to ave er s1de unnecessarily rol mne osa ap. rwm a een h' h t f h 

the new (then) locks completely, fatal illness contracted on board. Her master of the schooner Edward tg ou o t e -water so that with be! 
and the tug had to lock through freights from Fort William to Kings- Blake for seven years when she was her hold full io the . hatches r~ 
ahead ~f her or after her. The tug ton ran sometimes as high as $J,OOO owned by Samuel Fraser. Her port- $he would draw so much water she at 
came m handy . o! _course. on the a trip. In the plain living and high rait appeared recently in Schooner cou!d not .get through the ~anal. So cal 

long level, and m llght wmds, es- thinking 1890"s, with sailors wages at Da,.s. She had a curious adventure they gave the order when she was la~ 
pecially it they were ahead. $1 a day and "corpora'\ion pay" con- ~ with McGarrigle of Chicago. in frame to finish her with 18 inches nil 

The Minnedosa had to tow through sidered extra agant at 15 cents an Capt. John Irwin was an .old em- less topsides than p~nned. As orig- we 
I the canal wilh horse_s. and i~. took I ho~r, any vessel earning a $1,000 _ploye of the Cabin Company, timber- inally designed she could have car· up, 
1 f~ur t~ams t~ move her-slX or fre1ght was a money maker. I merchants, of Garden Island, and of ried 90,000 bushels and been the m08t I sill 
e1ght 1! the wmd got strong. That 

1 
Capt. •·Cham·• Irwin _ Robert James Morton, of the Kingston dis- seaworthy vessel on. fresh ~ater. wi' 

I was one of her drawbacks. And 1 Chamberlain were his first names- I tillery. Later he sailed his own She seemed to do well enough, as in 
, twelve men are said to have been succeeded his father , John, in 1897 1 schoopers. the Lily, lost oU Long it was but the testing time camf eu1 
needed to sail her-whether twe lve and s~iled th~ Minnf:dosa until 1904, tPoint in ·a storm-hi& only disaJter' when,. she waa lif~ ~~~:~ld 

i all to.ld, or . we ve in t. e !orecastl e 1 when he left her and w~t into steam, j-and the Champion ~nd ·Qu~n,. ' ot·1t:rowd.e.d i.)Vith ~go in. _ ·.,. ,rt 
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AK CAUGHT HER 
1uch for Minne dosa with reduced freeboard, and her Captain never 
made the record he h,oped. 

rH£ MINNEDOSA IN HER PRIDE Of SAIL 
the Gtelt Laltea, with her four masts, twelve sails, and figurehead that cost $1 ,000 to tild. 

~. , in the Englis~ built 'midship bridged the Bay, He w~s in partnership !or I establish a new record for a -big 
e steiVJler Wexford, lost in the Great a time with Jamf:s Falc~er: He 

1

1 load 1rom Fort William to King~ton. r·l Gale of 1913: <;:apt. Irwin was not was 47 years a lake manner. With 75,000 bushels in her she h:ad 
e in her. He died in Collingwood in MORE THA~ BUILDER'S HEART · not enough reserve buoyancy and 
e 11909 after laying the Wexford up. w.,.s BROKE!'~' I spare freeboard to rise · with the 

Two of his sons live in Toronto, Dr. 
0 

. . d t d ! waves like a duck or a gull; instead 
R. N. Irwin and Mr. Wm. Geo. ne error m JU gmen was ma e h . d lik . h lld' Th' b 
Irwin. in building the Minnedosa and it . : e ~~~~ e a e lver. . · 13 e-

.i cost dear in . the end. It almo~t I ell e 10 an aut~mn gale on .Oct. 

1
• 1 Capt._ John Irwin's nal?e lived long broke the builder's heart, although 20th, 1905, 2112 miles off Harbor 
• .

1 

alter htm _on the lakes m the ta~ker he was in no way to blame for it. , 8each in Lake Huron; acrosa the 
~ · J ohn Irwm ~now the Cyclowar_no~) The management was· persuaded lake from Goderich. . 
d lot the BA Otl Co. She was bullt 10 that the ship would have too much She was in tow then ofthe steC\mer 
d the old country. . h freeboard, that is, she _was going Westmount, behind the barge Mel-

~efore becommg ~aster of t e 1 to have her side unnecessarily rose, for the tall topmasts had long 
~ i Mmnedosa Cahpt. Irhwm hadEd bee~ high out of the water so that with been taken out ot her and· her masts 

I master of t e sc ooner war her hold full to the hatches reduced to stUm s. She had become 
~ Blakedfbor s

5
even yleFars whenHshe wats she would draw so much water she a towbarge, just ~nother of the weary 

., rowne y amue raser. er por - 1 . . 

t 
't d tl i S h could not get through the canal. So caravan tratling •P and down the. ra1 appeare recen y n c ooner 

1 

• 
t D~. She had a curious adventure 1 ~hey gaYe the . order w~en sh~ was lakes behind tug or steamer. Run-

' th M G · 1 ! ch· g I m frame to fin1sh her with 18 mches ning tor shelter in a great gale she w1 c arr1g e o 1ca o. . . 
1 Cll t John Ir.win was an .old em- Jess topsJdes than planned. As ong- went down in a sea and never came 

ploy: ~f the Cabin Company timber- ! i~ally de. igned she could have car- I up, and she touk good men with her, 
merchants ot Garden Island and ot ned 90,000 bushels and been ,the most 1 six sailors and Capt. Phillips and his 
James Mo~ton ot the Kingston dis- seaworthy \·essel on fresh water. wife. Seeing that she was founder­

-AT~ ~ 

500 PULLMANS, 
FOR CIVILIANS 

I
. Diners Also Turned Over to 

Returned Men- Service­
! men Never Travelled So 

Comfortably 
Montreal, June 23 - Transport 

Con troller Lockwood and Canada's 
two major railroads weren 't foo}inf 
when they sa id returnmg service 
personnel were going to get iop 
priority on the "best railway equip• 
ment in the <:ountf'y. They weren·t 
fooling. e ither, when they said that 
this priority · for servicemen wa.t 
going· to put a serious crimp in 
civilian travelling comfort. 
Th~ figures on the whereabout.t 

of the sleeping and dining car 
equipment of the ~anadian railwaya 
tell the story. Before the service• 
men .started coming home in lara• 
numbers there we-re some 800 sleepoo 
ing cars on regular runs throuJh· 
out Canada---flOW there are 300. 
And if the military requirement.a 
should become larger, that 300 will 
shrin)t accordingly. T~e--propOrtiou 
ll similar for dining car equipment. 
. There ls no parallel in Canadian 

railroading history -for · the switch 
ot almost two-thirds of the country'• 
sleeping and dining equipment to 
the troop special~. There· is ~ot 
even a remota ptecedent for th• 
wholesale "1:aiding'' of regular trainJ 
to provide ~he best equipment. 

And_, as far as rai.lway .officlal3 
are concerned, tbere is no . parallel 
for the utter lack. of complaints from 
the civilian travellers who are 
riding the day ooaches and clil"r'Y• 
ing their lunches so that the return• 
ing v~terans can ride and eat in 
comfort. 

There ~ nq precedent from the 
standpoint or the service JOen either. 
for · that . matter. · They didn't go 
a\vay in such .sty.le. When they }ff~ 
they rode in whatever was avail• 
able, on trains whose movements 
were masked in secrecy, If they 
·were lucky, they had; sleepers and 
diners. More often they travelled by 
coach ~nd · got their f'()od at their 
seats · from fati"gue parties who col· 
lected it ill makeshUt commis!art 
cars. 

And now? As one veteran put it 
when a 16-car sleeper special pulled 
into Montreal: "The only trouble 
was we had to· wait while they 
changed the tablecloths in the diRer. 
between each sitting." 

CHURCH FREE· 
OF· ALL-DEBT.· 
CONSECRATED · . 

T ra.ditional Rite Perform d at . · · 
St. Chad's- Farewell . To 
Departing Rector- New 
Rector W~_lcomed . Ulery. Later' he sailed his own r She seemed to do well enough. as ing, Capt. Phillips is believed to have 

1 schooners. the Lily, lQst oft Long , it was but the testing time came cut the towline so as to save the Mel- H igh tribute to Sl Chad's ~li 
• qint_ ip •a $lOrm-bis only disa$ter j when she ~as filte.en_ rea~ old and rose _ahead ol him from foundering Cburch. putJerin .sh:e,t. W3-1 Cl' 
• f.~ . Champion and Queen ot 1 crowded w1th cargo l '!._ an effort to 1 too. - · J Ver,y 
i . -- - =- Jft'()l'i 
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THE EVENING TELEGRAM, TORONTO, SATURDAY. JFXE 9. 1945 

F STWATER, 4-POSTER, Srlw~n:::VI(/)!!!M_ 
ByC.H.J.SNIDER AS CAf ADA'S p I E 

Her christened name was Minnedosa, meaning "Water of the Rapids"-She was the 
best oak and iron could make. ' 



LAUNCH OF THE MINNEDOSA AT KINGSTON, APRIL 26th, 1890 
-From an early photogravure in the Dominion Illustrated. 

pRIDE OF CANADA was the regis· 1 thought of the origin of the launch: ::.nd ceiling were !5-inch oak plank. the Grecian goddess of han .-t. Be· 
tered name of a lake barquentine ! ing custom of shedding the blood of All this oak was reinforced by a steel ' hind her inverted cornucop1ae, or 

1 built by Louis Shickluna at St. Cath- ' the grape on the bow, which is sa1d sheerstrake % of an inch thick belt- , horns of plenty, poured out the 
to represent the blood of the human mg her all around at the deck level ! bounty of corn and wheat and the 

arines in 1859· She was a good ves- sacrifices with which pagan launch- , ;jnd 18 inches deep. Below this. inside, · fruits 01 the earth, flowmg back in 
seJ of her class, the Old Weiland ings were accompanied of yore. she had diagonal straps of steel form-

1 

c. beautifully carved Greek scroll 
Canal type, limited by the locka to Sailors said if she killed a man at mg three 5-foot squares and landing I running along the cheek-knees. On 
138 feet length and 365 tons registe~ her launching she would go on .kill- 21,~· feet on the floor frames. This the hcadrai1s which braced tht> 

mg men all her life. was to prevent hogging. I figurehead was, at each end. a Cana· ihe most that could be dragged ove I 
the sills. But she was floated o~t without in- OUR FIRST FOUR MASTER 

1 
d~an beaver with a maple br~nch in , 

JUry to herself or the diver~ and had 1 She had four masts, and the main- · h1s m_outh. Between the lmes or 
The real pride of Canada in the a useful career of twenty-five years. I .. t 

150 
f t f h 

1 
t t 1 the ralls the name was can·en deep 

lake trade came thirty years later, iet the life-price of her christening I ma:t twask Shee romt eel fto _op- 1! A thousand dollars v .. ·as spent on 
h _;r R st b "ld was pa1 m t e en . 1 f h t' b 1 go ea an pam mg or l Js Jgure-.d . h d 

1 

n~a~ rue . e was no a o y ves- ldl f d . l. f h 1. 
! w en ames oney, rna er . m er se..., or er propor 1ons of earn_ to 1 head. It was the finest ever set 1 

I 
[t· ~ the Montreal Tr~sportatwn Co., LAST AND GREATEST SCBOONBB j length, one to seven, and the 1m- j . , _ 
l;ud the keel blocks for the ..,.h·ooner . - t' b'l't f . b 11 t afloat on flesh \\ ater. It was de "'" Th M' d 11 . T ... ~ th prac 1ca 1 1 y o carrymg a as, . d d .. 
Minnedosa in the comp.auy's .shi:p- e .. ;.~e osfa tea, ~t~lL: ... ! r.alled for a co'mparatively low-sai1 1 s_I.gn~ b a~ ~ts dconstru~~on tuper- I . 
yar.d at .Kin.i$!<>n east _of the old n:me 1 e ~ .• ··32-t / ~,.-· plan. But s.he had four topmasts, and t\ .tse Tyh · . 1!~ ersoun. i mgsl on ar~ t 
Tetu dl.i" Pont barracks, whe~ the ~n_e never 'XOr.M.~t..: .;:)Ue ~ .t 'uuY· r1g~ ~h au ·maSts carry- ~.~t._ .. e gl ~ng. a ? - god leaer·· 
brick .stablnJxow 5land • . Wotk.-wa. .ae-c:t the treateS!--~ .::1 ,, ": . mg twelve working sails. With thel":as done ~y John M~rtm. The~~-
begun in 1a89 and ..,0 A"-ril .,~4--\o. .schooners built ln Cana a . . d b _.._ bl f k t1st who dtd the carvmg was LoulS 1 

'l • '"' w oc.vws_, ,,.,_ :,..t_ "' • ..4' .. ""' d , wm a earn bU-e was capa e o rna - G A; h . · 
· 1890, she was ready for launching. ,. UlAes, .Her buuu-c:r& ,la .. v~e . . bo~. ini fifteen knots. . . ou~I.Ver, one . of t e most sk1l:ul ; 

All the soft soap in Frontenac and decoration upon b_r, ~ was:. She had six cargo hatches. Her ~o?d workers m Canada. He even ! 
County had been gathered up 'to osgood a ve~el as co.uld be-owfl om f, t1 h. h d k fzmshed the cathef..ds, the great foot· 1 
., ... ease the ways. Two tugs were' re· oak and itoo h_t the l~fh : ury. :_~~cas edwas~ha f

1g ,bosquareN eel- square oak timbers projecting from 
- .. ~h IJ1M h. . i 1 _ t .. uV<\'se. un er "4o e ore om. ear y the b i tt· th h 1 

QUired to start her. The launching ... e was AI~\# ,.. ... ~t o,ng u'~nr o ·~ other lake schooners had their . ows or ca mg e anc ors. 
bottle was broken and the christened st€m, 242 fa! on ~he ~eel. ~ feet !(• , ~1th the heads of cats as large a.s 

beam, 17 f~t aeep ·in the hC?lltf.~ l ·- . · .re-ca~tles forward, in the eyes of ttgers, carved in relief on the ends 
name pronounced - "Minnedosa.'' These figurea from Dom . n- t!ie ship, and below _deck. She had a of the timbers. and these were paint· 
M:innedosa is a Sioux word meaning lustrated, May lOth.- 1890• . ave ~ndsome p~p-cabm aft, .where her I ec" to look like liie. 
waters of the rapids. "Fastwater" not her registered ton.UQ,e. : 'The:- &~ek was raiSed. .The cabm had two It took 65 .ft. oak sticks, 14 inches 
would be an English equivalent. Great Lakes Red Book cred!te: her· -4t.ors and two wmdows in the for- ~ square, to build up her main keelson, 

ILL OMEN AT LAUNCil . 
2 

- . ~~ ward bulkhead, four windows or:t and her sister keelsons were also 14 · with ,000 ton~ capatity as ·· ore h 'd d 1 k 1· h 
Down the w~ys slid the great carrier. · ' l' -~ ~ -eac ~1 . e an a arg~ « Y Ig ~ over inches square. She had two decks 

hollow·sounding hull, until the bow the dJrung room, Which was 10 the and two shelf-pieces 36 x 7 inches 
was almost dear. Then ahe h\IUi. Her floor-frames, the hea leS.t art after part ot it. The jiggermast came on each aide vdth doubled deck· 
Her great weight had spread .ur t'l1 her ribbing, were oak tim · l8 through the cabin roof, ~rward of I frames suppo;ted by 140 iron hang-

1 broken the huge oaken timbers ol inehu by 16 inches, as heavy U the tkyllght ing knees, ea~h weighing 400 lbs. 1 
t.ne slideways under watel'. of the famout Kingston-bunt ree· FIGUUBEAD A MASTERPIECE She cost between $60.000 and $70.000 

A diver had to .go down to ucer· decur H.M.S. St._ Lawre~, -~ 102 The 1tera wu rounded <vtth a to build in 1890. ·It i! doubtful U 
tain what was holding her. It was tuns. and there wns only five UitheJ beautiful elllptlca1 tranaom and ber the work could be don~ now at ten 
n perilous task to remove the ob-I of space between them. - r stem had a 1racetuJ cutwater knee timeJI the figure, i! it could be done 1 

~tructiom without inju_ring the ves- Her bille planb were great leagtbs and tra.Uboardt, culminating in a at all. We ~ve neither the oak 
~~ or being crushed by her. Scholars ot oak eight inches thick. Her t~ides U!esize half-length tigure of Ceres, ! nor the car •· ~--~"""'--........... _ __._ 

~~- ~===~--~~~~~~----
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