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HOPKIRK FAMILY HISTORY

Nanme '
John' H. Believed to have noved from Germany to Séotlnnd
John H. Probably lived in Roxburghshire near Edinborough
ti2liom H, Lived in Cowsiand, Cranstoun, Midlothiaon
Aloxender He Second son of #2. He lived in Leith
Francis H,. Seéond son of #3. He went to Glasgow at 17 yecrs of apge after
the death of his father; He apprenticed as a tallor with Thomas Pollok.
He was admitted as a Freeman on 18th April, 1704, He morried Mary Paterson
daughter of John Paterson, a prominent businessman in Glaspow. Poterson
was a Deacdn 6f the Inco}porqticn’of Wrights in 1686 end Bailie of the
City in 1688. His rclationship to Francis was of groot help. Francis

involved himself ih public works. In 1705 he was elected Collector of the

Incorporation. Eventually he became a Deacon in 1713 at the carly ege of
36. In 1714 he was elected Water‘Bailio, tiie following year Treasurcr of
City and the next year Baille of Gorbals,

Thomos First end only surviving son of #k. Born 1712 Died 1781

Frencis Died 1720 °

Mary Died 1721

Thonas ratriculated at the Glasgow University in 1728. In 1?5& he w
entered & Merchant Buxcess end Guild Brother es olcdest son of his fother,
lle wos & large property owner in and aroung Gla sgov. He wee one of 26
original partners of,the Glasgow Arms Bank. He marriecd Ellzobeth Smellie
whose father wes an important businessman, Throu;h his marriage he come
into possession of Dalbeth and Trongate properties. In 1777 he acquired
a beautiful mansion in the Trongate which had been built in 1750, This won
the'fam11§ reelidence in winter while they resided ot Dalbeth in sumner,
There is an excollent view 6f the in Fairboairn's Relics of 0ld Glespow,

There were valuable scams of coal on Dalboth prorerty which undoubtedly
added to his prosnerty.

Oemes I Born 1750 Diod_1835

Thomas II Never married

Barvara , Elizabeth, Mary

Jemes matriculatecd at Glasgow Univepéity in 1762. lie was oppeinted & Treo-
surer of the City in 1783. He did much in his life time to improve the
city and benefit its inhébitants. He was a wertner at vardousc times cof

t'e merchant firms of James Hopkirk & Co., Horkirk licCall & Co., Hophirk
Cunninghom & Co., Findlay, Hppkirk & Co. of Leonardtown, lierylend, U.S.A,
Spiers, Boiman & Co. (scec enclosged xorqx)
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Jemes wag withoutbdoubt a prominent, wealthy member of Glespow soclety.
The following wagc published in the Savennch, CGeorpla newspaper of 1312
"At the last mecting of the Chember of Commerce of Glosgow we understond
avcommittoe composed of the following gentlemen wos appointed to consider
and roport what steps ought to be taken uron the approoching exrviration
of the East India Company's Charter, that that immense fieldé of commerce
might be opcned to individual enterprise and cepitnl of t e merchonts of
the merchants of this country in the secme way that it hes for a long timo
been---, Messrs. Kirmen, Finlay, James Dennison, Jomes lopkirk e—-= "
In 1784 he narried Christian Glassford. They hod 3 sons ond 3 doughters,
They lived at Dalbeth. He added to and practicelly rebuilt the mension,
lle was essentlally a Merchant, en importer ond exporter of generel merch-
‘andlse, He owned large estatesiin'the Eogt Indies end fought for freecdom
of the slaves there though it cost him half his fortune. He was lergely
rosponslhble for t e buiiding‘of the 0ld Darony Church and rerreceonted the
congrepsation at the General Assembly. In 1224, after LD years of service
he wes piven a hondoome gift of silverplntevin ecknovlecgenent of his vmlucd’
services. The Town Council contributed to this gift, e compliment scldon
paid. (Weo may have some of this silver), lic was the lest nerson to be
buried in the cryn»t of Glasgow Cathedral,
Thomas III Born 1785 Died 1841
John Glasaford
James II , :
Thomas matriculated at Glasgow University in 1799. lle narticinoted very
little in bubiness but devoted his tirme and telents to the study of Dotnny
and later to lithoghaphy, He was part fouvnder ond for mapy years Vice President
of the Naturel liistory Sooiéty of Glasgow. He cotologued will over 1,000
plents of the Clyde arca and formed & collecticn of 2000native and exotic
specimens. These were given to form the bapip of collection of new Potenic
Gardens in Clasgow in 1818. We have a smell leather bound book listins the

nlants donated by him end his brother), Jemes. In 1812 he was elected o Fellow

" of the Linncan Society end 1835 Glergow U, conferrod on him the degrce of

LL,D., lle was also a member of the Massachusetts HNorticulturel Society ond

other learncd bodiecs. He would travel anywhere in the worldd to collect rorxe

L}

plonts, After 1830 he wos rarely at Dalbeth., The city wes oncrooching onc
his. goarden was @dno. In 1831 he wag livins in Iolensburch end then in
Rothkesoy, Gor o time he wes ingaged in a Geolcogicnl Survey of Ireclend ond
finally settled in belfest where died. lie married Agner Forlond and hod two

sons and pix doushters., I velieve his descondints still live in Irelend,
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John Glessford, second of Jemes I merried Jescic lirmilton, hod cne
daughter, Isabella. One of his sons, Henry Glonassford, cime to Conodn
to visit Jomes ond Jessie ond died in Kingston in 1842 of Smellpox. He
had two older brothers, James ond Hamilton. It is thought that both died
unmarried.,
demes—+i—
Third son of Jemes I matriculated at Glasgow University in 180160ond grod-
vated eith LL.B. in 1826, He came to Conada in 1834 with his wife ond
two children, Christian and James II1I., James learnecd to walk while on
the ship. We have his Christkagg mug. A diory he kept while crossing the
Atlentic is in our possession, Unfortunately it ends with arrivel in
Canado, They settled in Oakville, outside Toronto where lM-ry Anne, Borbara
Isabelle llelen were born. They mcved to Toronte in 1840 where another
daughter Jessie was born but lived only ¢ few days. Frem Toronto they
moved to Kingston wherc enother daughter Kotie wes born in 1842, Jemes
was emnloyed by the Canadian Government &s Assistoent Secrctory West.
{ingston was then t.e Capital of Canada, When the government moved to
l"ontrecl they vent with ond Frank was born there in 1845, le cdied in
Toronto in 1851. James went back to Kingston. Loaura bas born in 1848.
She was the writer of a letter to her nephew, Herry Kines Hornkirk, from
vhich some of this information comes., Jack wor born in 1750 ond Herry in
1851, At ithis time it ic believed that the government mode it cummulsory
fer 21l the Seccrctaties to run for Perliament., As James did not wish to
do so he took the aprointment of Collector of Custems at Kingston which
position he held until his death in 1859,.llc wrs an imnortont fi ure in
society. He was one of the Founderes and Sccretary of the IDoard of the
Kingston Gemeral Hospital, He never nroctised his rrofessicn in Cenade,
lis doaughter, Leuras, writes that this wos "Becruce of the crude woy in
which at that time the courts were conducted ond thc abusive longuarse the
lavyers used to each other",
Barbara
Eldest doughter of Jomes I She marpied Lourence Hill and hed ten doughters
snd three sons. She died in 1833 at aped 40 yoors,
Anne ond Isabella Both diecd unmarried.
Jemes III  Born 1832 Died 1889
Turiously I know very little of him excent thot he wae my husbind's grond
father, He onnarently went to Scotlond and learned the chipping businces
with his Uncle Lcurcence who hed one of the lerpest shir-building business

(al

in Glospow. e returned to Kingston, morried ¢nd heo ¢t lecst ” children,

Ve B}
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There cre 10 ¢f this generation buried in Ceotarcuk Cemetery but sone are
probably his brothers' children, I know that one doughter merried o Freoser
and moved to Californisa, Iler son, Kirk Fraser, living in the Son Fernondo
Valley took us for & day's tour of the Los Angeles area ntout 1958, Loura,
born in 1848, lived with her brother larry until his marricge. She then
teught at Rishop Strachen School, a privaté girl's schocl in Toronto. It is
still in existence, ller brother Harry scems to be the outstonding member of
this generation. He went to a priavate boys school in Gelt, Cnt. ond from therc
to a position in the Post Office in Ottaws. lle rose to be Private Sec. to
seven Ministers of the Crown., He became Inspector of Post Cffice st Stratford
Ont. In 1907 he married Frida Margaret Morgen. They had cne child, Jenmes,
When I knew him he was Organist at the Cathedral in Peterborough, Cnt. He n
never married, lle died in Toronto.

Herry Kines Horkirk Born 1889 Died 1938

This wos my husband's father, I never knew him as he dled two yenrs before

ve were married, I know nothipg of his education, I heve 2 feeling thet the
fomily haé become impoverished and that the bors went to work se soon os they
finished =~ublic high school., lle married Rive Reine Stegmann., He worked for

the Bonk of Montrezl in various parts of Onterio ond Nove Scotia, His brother
Ffank, also worked for the smame bank in Ottowa, He never morried, llis sister,
Jessie, livec with him. When thefr sister, lolly, died with her husbend in

an accident, Frank and Jessie adopted their daughter, Barbkoare, Her brother
vies taken by the williams foamily, As far as I know there werc no male vnrogeny
of this generation except my husbond.The James in this generoticon died nt 18
Jemes Francis Stegmonn Honkirk e EEINOEA,
Born in 1915 in Stratford, Ontario. Died 1964 at Drlbeth Farm, Volford Tovn-

ship, Ont,

He was an only child., Attended King's College School in Windsor, Neva Scotiae
Attended Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nlova Scotia, Greoduated in 1238 with
M.D., After 2 yecr of internship in Halifex he went to Cherity lospitel in
Cleveland, Ohic. This is where we met., Iwas & nurse at thot hosrital. My name
wag Virginia Kilroy. While in Cleveland the World Wer II brolke nut ond Jomes
returned to Canada ond joined the Ceanadisn Army ond wos trensferred to the
Royal Canondicn Air Force lMedicel Servicc., In Se~tember 1940 I Jjoined him in
Hslifax and we were married, Ue served in Conada until 1644 when he wes rosted
to a bomber station at VWembleton, Yorkshirc, Ater the end of the wop we moved

to lontreel vhere he interned for another three yeors. Ve noved to Boston,linse,
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I0 cont. in July 1948 wherc he had a fellowship ot the Moscochusetts General losn,
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It looks as though this is the end of this branch of the family,
Iy present husbond, Maxwell Pecerson Martyn, is 2 retired General of the

Royal Conndian Air Force.

pronerly.

and Horvard University. After one year we returned to Montreal and he

wars talien on the staff of the Royal Victoria Hospital os a surgeon
srecializing in thyroid. le was a member of meany illustrous societies

in the United States and Conada., In 1964 while weekending at our hobby
farm, Dalbeth Farm, He died of a heart attack. Unfortunately it was before
coronary heart byrnasses were nerfected.

JAMES DOUGLAS PETERHOPKIRK Born 1943 in Halifax, Died 1959 e£s a result
of a brain injury suffered in a skiing accident in the Lourentiens,

Thomos Edward Glassford Born 1946 in Montreal,

Tom has o B, Comm, degree, Now works for Barclays Boenk in Toronto. lle

was married in 1987 to Gail Carleton ILL.D. She is with the legal dept,

of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. They live in Toronto. They have no children,
John Gavin Alexander Born 1949 in Boston.

John also is a Commerce graduate, He is Commercicl lorns Offiter ot the
Toronto-Dominion Bank in Barrie, Ont. 2bout 50 miles north of Toronto.

He wes married in 1990 to Jean Miers. llo children. Since shecs ®s8 @
divorcee with 2 adult sons it is unlikelythat there will be any children.

I apclogize for my typing. Perhaps someone in your family will do it

Virginia Martyn




James Hopkirk, of Dalbeth, my grandfather, belonged to t!e Merchants
House of Glasgow and had large estates in the East Indies, He fought herd
for the freedom on the slaves there, though it cost him half his fortune.

He was born in 1749, married Christian Glassford in 1784, died in 1835 and
was the last person who was buried in the Crypt of Glasgow Cathedral, His
wife died in 1839, her last surviving faughter, Aunt Anne, having died a
year before, Thomas their eldest son was an F.M,0.(?). He had a large
botanic garden at Dalbeth and published some works cx@ botany, ond later
presented all his srpecimens to the City of Glasgow as a necleus for tie
Glasgow Botanical Gardens, He afterwards went over to Irelend and died there
in 1741. I know he had two children, Christian andé Frank. My mother toZd me
that they heard that some of his children had come to America but we never
heard anything more about them till sometime after my brother's Harry's
death when two young girls who had come out from Irelend during the World
war and were living with a friend near Toronto, phoned to ask if we were

any relation of Jameo Hopkirk of Dalbeth. They said they were granddaughters
of Thomas Hopkirk fof Belfast, Ireland., Frida asked them and their hostess
to come and have tea with us one Sunday afternoon., They came and scemed

very nice young girls., We esked them to come agein and see us when they were
in the city but t ey never came and we heard no more about them, They were
under the impression that Dalbeth property was entailed and that they should
have had something from it, but we knew it was not enteiled,

The second son, John Glassford, married Jessie Hemilton who predecessed
him, He died in 1859 a few months before my father, leaving one deughter,
Isabella, One of his sons, lenry Glassfcord came out to Canada to visit my
father and mother in 1841 and died there in Kingston of Smallnox in 1842,
There were two older brothere, James &nd 'lamilton, but I think they both
died unmerried., My brother Harry was called Henry Glassford after his cousin
of whom my father and mether had both been very fond. I think it was in 1882
that your uncle Harry at cousin Isabella's invitation ond I t ink at her
exvense paid his first visit to the old country. She vplanned all his itin-
erary so that he might see as much as possible during limited time. At her
death she left him some money, Jewellry, and si¥vernlate.

Grandpapa had seven daughters of whom only two were married, Elizabeth
and Barbera, Elizabeth married a Mr, Smith but died scon after, leaving one
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daughter wheo died whon 2 child., Barbares merried Laurence Bi'l of Barlonark
ond died leaving eleven children, two of vhom, Amme and Ietsy coame out to
Canada with their eldest brother Laurence to visit my father znd mother when
I was o baby. Ve used bo hear from them eccacgionelly as long os they lived
and when Susie Grahzme(Mrs Wright's aunt) wos in this country she used to tell
me about them., They lived in Glasgow with two old servants, who used to kee»
them in order sometimes, but took ver great care of them nevertheless. They
both died a good many years ago.

Leurence, their oldest brother had cne ct the largest shin<building
bueinesses in Port CGlasgow and it was with hinm your father learned his »ro-
fession and it was for his little daughter, Nina, cof whom he wes very fond, that
your sister was named, After Aunt Barbara's death, her husband, Lourence Hill,
married a cousin of his own, Marion Hill, by whom he had onc son and two
daughters., The daughters married two brothers, Jemes and Riclhierd Grehome,
whose father had settled in Canada in Vaughan Tounship years before, but sent
his sons to the old country to be educated, Jamecs and his wife, Jenet, settled
at Muirdrum, in Vaughan, his father's place and fermed, Richard and Lettie
settled in Toronto whore he practised law, It wes at Mulrdrum, vith the Jermes
Grahame's thot I lived till her death, when his three deaughters, Meme, Laura,
and Ottiee(?) lived with us in Ottawe for five yeors, liy father James wes
the youngest child end the 3rd son of James Honkirk of Dalbeth, He was born
in 1803 and came to Canada in 1834, He wos a writer to the Signet in Edinburch
and married Jessie Farquharson, daughter of John Herdie of Edinburgh in 1330
and came to Canada in 1834 with two children, Christian ond James, They were
six weeks coming out. Your father learned to walk during the voyasge. They
settled in OQakville where your Aunts, Mary Anne and Darbare Isabelle llelen
vere born but moved to Toronto in 1840, where snother doughter Jessie wcs born
but only lived a few days. From Toronto they moved to Kingston where your Aunt
Katie was born in 1842, I think it wes there thet nmy foather first took Govern-
ment emnloyment as Assistant SeciWest, When the Govemnment wes roved to Mont-
real they went with it, and my brother Frank was bonn there in 1845, He died
in Toronto in 1857. I think the Government went baclk to Kingston but I em not
sure anyway, it was when it wos in Kingston that ny father bougl:t the nronerty
cn the forty-foot road known as Wocdston, his friend Francis flincks, after-
wards Sir Frencis lincks bought the adfolining rroperty known as New Court, and
Mr, Herrison, the Ascistant Sec, E. and & close fricad of my father bouphkt a
property on the orposite side of the forty foot road, which wrs afterwords
bought by Archie John lacdonell, the father of my greet friend, Georsie Mace
donell, a&hd Sir Jokn Mocdonalds law vartner, lLeter the Government tou ht it

and turned it into a Tuberculosis Hospital., I thirk it ves while the Governe-
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ment weae in Montreal that it was made compulsory for all the Scerctarics to
run for Parliament., As my father did not wish to do so he tecok the apnointrent
of Collector of Customs at Kingston, which rositicn he held till his decth in
1859, lr, Herrison also resigned hiks Secreteryshin nnd went to Toronto to
practise hiis profession and later was reised to tlhie Bench and married the
widow of Colonel Foster, who had one son and twc daughters, The elder daughter,
Mary married Thomas Morgan, and thelr daughter is now my brot er Harry's widow,
The two families were alwaye very close friends.

I was bern in Kingston in 1848, and Jack in 1850 Merry in 1851, and I
remember very wvell when the Archie John Mecdocnnells bought "Aberhalladac"
and come to live oprosite to us, they had two children, CGeorgine, o yeor
younger than myself and John Alexander, who come bhetween ny two brothers, from
that time we were inseparable playmates. Two or three yonrs leter Sir Jobhn
Macdonald's first wife died &nd his son Hugh ceme to live with his sunt lre,
Williamson , wife of Prof. Williamson of Queen's College and we hacd another
constant playmate,

In 1857 or 1858 the new Custom House at K}Hgsbcn woes built and we moved
to town ond occupied the Collector's residence the new building., In 1859 my
deacr fatkher died on Oct the 15th and my mother took & smnll house on Rarrie
Street where we lived for several years, When my brother Jack wes o0ld enough
he wos sent to Dr. Tessies Schocl in Galt, The Tassies hed come to COnkville
about the seme time my father and mother did and hed alwers keen woarm friends.,
Jack did not stay very long in Galt a year or two I think then he came lome
end went tc the Grammer school in Kingston and Harry wes sent teo Calt where
he remained till he wes 16 when he went stroilght from school to a vnesition in
the Post Office Denartment, Ottawa., He rose from one position to another and
held positions 2s private Sec, with seven Ministers of the Crouwn, ieglinning
with Judge Dunhim(?) an old friend of his fathers and finally ith Sir Alex,
Campbell another old friend, who when he wes giving up office gave Herry the
Post Office Inspnectorship at Stratford where we lived for ten years. Then the
London & Stratford districts were united and Harry had to mcve to London, I
think that was in 1897. Harry married Eleanor Mrckerras in April 1899, She
died in May 1900, We remained in London till Horry was sunerennunteé when we
moved to Toronto.

In 1907 Harry married Frida Margaget Morgon, Cur deoar Mollie continued
to live with him, Mory went to board with endOLd friend, Miss Trew eond I toolk
a position in the Bishon Strachan School,
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There ore still o number of cousins ond fir-t ccusins nce remeved in
Ginspgow and other »arts of Scotlnnd, Hills, Vighto ond other descendentr of
Aunt Barbara and Leurence Hill., One yeung men, Jemle 1Hill, 6ft 3 in heipght
come with Mr, Grahome to pey us e Vinit vhen ve lived in lMoeple Reovw Eingston
but he died a few vears leater, Aunt Hery used to correcpend with Anrpile Watso:
a granddaughter of Aunt Rarbera, There were tvo sisters living in Gleogow but
one of them died sbout the scmo time your Aunt Mory diced ond I heve only hed
one letter from Ammie since, But I know there ore still o number of VWetsons
end VWipghts in Gleggeow. If you over go there you moy meet thenm,

Your grandfether would not teke the necenpary sters to pernit him to
rroctise hig nrofession in Canade, becouse of tho crude wey in which 2t thot
time the courts wer conducted ond abusive lengunge tho lewuvers used to ench
cther,

Fem Virsinie Mertyn, formerly Virginis Hovhirk I do not knaw the nere
of the a2ut or of this ledtder &n it is not signed. There dcos not ceen to ke
rny one dburied in Catorqui Cemetery who wros born in 1848, Perhora she is
buried elnewhore.



