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Finding JOHN HANNAH, or more exactly OUR John Hannah, is a problem
because there was an abundance of John Hannahs and we don't know much about
him.

We know that: he was born in Ireland; he had very little schooling and couldn't
read or write; he belonged to the Church of England; and he left Sarah and his
children in the mid 1880’s to go to the US.A.

We don't know his parents’ names and we aren't sure when he was born or when
he came to Canada.

Early census records show ¢.1830-1 as his birth year, but, the 1881 census shows his
age as 56 which would have meant that he was born in ¢.1824-5.

There were John Hannahs in Palmerston Twnshp., Frontenac County; and
Elizabethtown Twnshp., Augusta Twnshp., and Bastard Twnshp., Leeds County.
The possible U.S. family connection also provides multiple John Hannahs in
Pennsylvania.

The three that fit what we do know are:

A John Hannah born in County Tyrone, Ireland who was brought to the U.S. in
1824 and became a naturalized citizen at the age of 21 in Philadelphia on Sept. 26,
1844. His father, William, was born July 17, 1805 in County Tyrone; emigrated to
the U.S. and arrived in New York City July 20, 1823; and became a naturalized
citizen in Philadelphia July 24, 1833.

Another John Hannah born in Ireland in 1826-7 is recorded in the 1851 census for
Bastard Twnshp. He is living with his father, Alexander, who was born in Ireland in
1781 and a widowed sister, Martha b. 1830. His mother, aged 70, had died during
that year.

Another John Hannah born ¢. 1830 in Ireland is also listed in the 1851 census for
Bastard Twnshp. He is living with his father, William b. 1790; mother, Ann b. 1790;
sister, Rebecca b. 1824; and brother, William Jr. b. 1828. Living within three
concessions of their farm are James, George, Robert, and Alexander Hannah.

I believe that one of the Johns living in Bastard Twnshp. is the most likely to be our
forefather.

Living in Bastard Twnshp. could explain how John and Sarah met as the township
is immediately east of North Crosby and Sarah's uncle, Alfred Steel, lived within
two or three concessions of the Hannah farms.

Neither John from Bastard Twnshp. is recorded in the 1861 census and this is
consistant with one of them having married Sarah and moved to Bedford.

I have decided to take my premise forward to our family history and let it stand
until future research can disprove it.
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JOHN HANNAH was born in Ireland in ¢.1830 and was brought to Bastard<Townshipleeds Countysby his family.
In 1839 his father William is farming 20 acres on part Lot 6 Concession 4.

SARAH STEELE was born July 29, 1838 in Leeds County (probably North Crosby Township).

John and Sarah were married in 4859%60%nd they began farming on 100 acres of W 1/2 Lot 16 Concession 9 { Canoe
Lake Road south of Fermoy, Bedford Twnshp., Frontenac County ) and living in a one story log cabin built by John.

John had "homesteaded” the land in March 1860 and the Crown granted occupancy on October 9, 1860 ( Archives
Ref. 01AIV 001 099 ). On August 14, 1868 the Crown gave John patent to the property after payment of $100.

‘:I:heﬂgﬁi@ensus.ishgws that in 1860 John had cleared three acres and planted two of them with "Indian® corn and the
other in potatoes. He had cleared a further five acres by the May 1861 census.

m@i%nsmhews them a bit more prosperous with 21 acres clear: one acre in potatoes; one acre to pasture;
nine acres in corn and buckwheat; and ten acres of hay. They had two working oxen; two milk cows; two steers; and

one pig. They had sold two steers for slaughter that year.

On April 10, 1874 John and Sarah gave a deed for the property to HJ. Arnold and received $291 on the sale of the
100 acres ( Bedford Township # C633 ).

Theil881@8Hs0s*has them moved to part Lot 21 Concession 3 and living next to Sarah’s brother, John Steele, at Fish
Creek. This census shows John as a "farm labourer” and not as a "farmer"” as on previous census.

John was apparently a man with a quick, mean temper.

Once, while walking along the railway tracks with Sarah and son William, he became involved in an argument with her
and, in a fit of temper, threw young Will bodily into the marsh alongside the tracks. Sarah was left to wade in and
rescue Will.

Sometime during the mid 1880's John left Sarah and their children and went to the U.S. His oldest son, John, went
with him and they apparently went to "family living in the States”.

JAmthief89TiGensusiSarahsrecordstherselFasamwidaw 1?7

Sarah couldn't keep the family together by herself and the 1891 Census shows: Sarah living with her brother John, his
eight children, and his third wife, Lucinda; Bridget working in Snow Road Station for John and Emma Scales;
Thomas, Alexander, and James also living in Snow Road Station with their sister, Levina, and her husband, James
Colville; David married and living in Hinchenbrooke Township.; William working as a domestic for Hugh Grey and
his family on Lot 26 Conc. 3 Hinchenbrooke Twnshp.; Jane married to John LaPointe and living in Bedford Twnshp,;
and George working on farms in the Fermoy area.

In her later years Sarah lived with her son, William, and died July 20, 1927 at his home, 100 John St. S., Belleville. She
is buried in the Belleville Cemetery alongside William, Usher, and their sons, John and George.

e St S., Belleville taken 1991 3
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